
CABINET MEETING FOR PRESIDENT CLINTON 

TO DECIDE ON IMPOSING SANCTIONS IF IPR 

CONCERNS ARE NOT ADDRESSED -- THAT 

DECISION SHOULD HA VE BEEN MADE 

BEFORE HIS ADMINISTRATION IMPOSED A 

MAY 15 DEADLINE FOR ACTION. 

AMERICAN POLICY SHOULD BE CLEAR 

ABOUT CHINESE MEMBERSHIP ON THE 

WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION: CHINA WILL 

ENJOY THE FRUITS OF THE WTO ONLY 

AFTER IT DEMONSTRATES A WILLINGNESS 

TO PLAY BY THE ACCEPTED RULES OF THE 

GATT SYSTEM. I HOPE THE 

ADMINISTRATION WILL WORK WITH THE 

CONGRESS ON THIS ISSUE SO IT WILL NOT 

BE NECESSARY FOR THE CONGRESS TO 
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WORK ON LEGISLATION ITSELF. THIS 

SHOULD NOT BE A UNILATERAL U.S. 

EFFORT. FOR AN ADMINISTRATION WHICH 

PRIDES ITSELF ON "ASSERTIVE 

MULTILATERALISM" THE CLINTON T~AM 

HAS BEEN WOEFULLY INADEQUATE IN 

BUILDING COALITIONS ON INTERNATIONAL 

ISSUES. UNFAIR CHINESE TRADE PRACTICES 

AFFECT JAPAN, SOUTH KOREA, THE 

EUROPEAN UNION, ASEAN, AUSTRALIA, AND 

NEW ZEALAND, AND EACH OF THESE HAVE 

PARALLEL INTERESTS TO THE U.S. ON 

THESE ISSUES, AS SO MANY OTHERS, OUR 

ALLIES IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 

ARE TOO OFTEN TREATED AS 

AFTERTHOUGHTS. PURPOSEFUL U.S. TRADE 

POLICY WOULD SEEK ALLIES AMONG THESE 
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STATES IN OPENING CHINA'S MARKETS AND 

CONDITIONING CHINESE MEMBERSHIP IN THE 

WTO. THERE IS NO NEED TO "GO IT ALONE" 

IF THE U.S. KNOWS WHERE IT IS GOING. 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY IN CHINA 

LET US BE CLEAR: AMERICA HAS AN 

INTEREST IN HUMAN RIGHTS, DEMOCRACY 

AND POLITICAL PLURALISM IN CHINA. A 

"ONE CHINA" POLICY DOES NOT MEAN A 

"ONE PARTY IN CHINA" POLICY. THE ISSUE 

OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND MFN IS NOT 

WHETHER YOU BELIEVE CHINA SHOULD 

RESPECT HUMAN RIGHTS -- IT IS HOW BEST 

TO FOSTER RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. 

MANY ARGUE THAT MFN SHOULD NOT BE 
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EXTENDED TO CHINA BECAUSE OF ITS 

TERRIBLE RECORD ON HUMAN RIGHTS. 

CHINA'S RECORD ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND 

TOLERANCE OF POLITICAL OPPOSITION IS 

INDEFENSIBLE -- BUT CHINA IS BY NO MEANS 

ALONE. THERE WILL BE A DEBATE ON MFN 

FOR CHINA THIS YEAR, BUT NOT ON MFN 

FOR RUSSIA WHERE 30,000 CHECHENS 

HAVE BEEN SLAUGHTERED, OR ON MFN FOR 

SYRIA WHICH HAS NO POLITICAL FREEDOM, 

OCCUPIES LEBANON, AND PROVIDES SAFE 

HAVEN FOR TERRORISTS. 

TRADE IS NOT A PANACEA, AND FREER 

TRADE DOES NOT ALWAYS LEAD TO 

DEMOCRACY. IN CUBA OR NORTH KOREA, 

WHERE GOVERNMENT CONTROL IS 
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ABSOLUTE, WHERE THE SOCIETY IS TIGHTLY 

CLOSED, WHERE NO ECONOMIC OR 

POLITICAL REFORMS HAVE OCCURRED, 

INCREASED TRADE WOULD ONLY ENRICH 

THE COFFERS OF DICTA TORS AND PROLONG 

THE RULE OF DESPOTS. BUT IN CHINA, 

CONTINUED TRADE OFFERS THE PROSPECT 

OF CONTINUED CHANGE. CAPITALISM HAS 

ALREADY CORRODED CENTRAL 

GOVERNMENT CONTROL. SOME PROVINCIAL 

GOVERNMENTS IN CHINA CONTROL 

RESOURCES IN EXCESS OF MOST THIRD 

WORLD STATES. MARKET FORCES WILL 

PREDOMINATE AS CHINA NEEDS TO IMPORT 

FOOD, ENERGY, CAPITAL AND 

TECHNOLOGY. DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS 

HAVE BEEN ALLOWED AT THE MUNICIPAL 
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LEVEL -- AND COMMUNIST OFFICIALS HA VE 

BEEN VOTED OUT OF OFFICE. AS A 1995 

INTERNATIONAL REPUBLICAN INSTITUTE 

REPORT POINTS OUT, "THE MOVE TOWARDS 

VILLAGE ELECTIONS HAS ALREADY 

FUN DAM ENT ALLY ALTERED LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT STRUCTURES FOR OVER 

EIGHT HUNDRED MILLION CHINESE 

PEASANTS." 

MAKE NO MISTAKE: ECONOMIC 

LIBERALIZATION HAS BLOOMED WHILE THE 

SEEDS OF POLITICAL LIBERALIZATION HA VE 

ONLY BEGUN TO BE PLANTED. BUT AS A 

RULE OF LAW EMERGES FOR COMMERCIAL 

TRANSACTIONS, DEMANDS FOR INDIVIDUAL 

RIGHTS WILL INCREASE. DEMOCRACY 
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BREEDS CALLS FOR MORE DEMOCRACY. 

U.S. POLICY SHOULD ENCOURAGE THE 

FRAGILE OPENING IN CHINA -- THROUGH 

CONTINUED EXCHANGE PROGRAMS, 

THROUGH THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT OF 

DEMOCRACY, THROUGH RADIO FREE ASIA, 

AND THROUGH CONTINUED TRADE. 

SUPPORT FOR FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY 

WITH ALL THE TOOLS IN OUR ARSENAL IS 

WHAT OFFERS THE BEST OPPORTUNITY FOR 

THE HOPES AND ASPIRATIONS OF THE 1.2 

BILLION CHINESE PEOPLE. 

AMERICAN POWER AND PURPOSE IN THE 

PACIFIC 

AMERICAN INTERESTS IN PEACE, SECURITY, 
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UNDER AMERICAN LEADERSHIP, THE 

DRAMATIC STORY OF ASIA'S 

MODERNIZATION AND PROGRESS CAN BE 

OUR OWN STORY AS WELL. THE DYNAMISM 

OF ASIA'S ECONOMY CAN BE THE FUEL FOR 

OUR OWN ECONOMIC MIRACLE. THE 

FLOURISHING OF DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES 

IN THE PACIFIC CAN BE OUR PRIDE, AND THE 

PRESERVATION OF REGIONAL ST ABILITY OUR 

LEGACY. SO LONG AS AMERICA LEADS, 

EVERY CENTURY WILL BE AN AMERICAN 

CENTURY. 

### 
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