
TAXES, AND WITHOUT TOUCHING 

SOCIAL SECURITY. 

BUT LET ME BE CLEAR IN SAYING 

THAT EVERY OTHER FEDERAL 

PROGRAM--FROM A TO Z--

AGRICUL TURE TO ZOOLOGICAL 

STUDIES--WILL BE EXAMINED VERY 

CLOSELY. 

CUTS WILL BE MADE--AND WHEN 

THEY ARE MADE, WE WILL MAKE 

SURE THEY ARE RATIONAL AND 
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WELL-THOUGHT OUT, AND THAT 

ATTENTION IS PAID TO EFFECTS ON 

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. 

THE· BOTTOM LINE IS THAT LAST 

NOVEMBER, AMERICANS VOTED 

FOR LESS GOVERNMENT AND MORE 

FREEDOM. AND WE CAN 

ACCOMPLISH THIS BY TAKING A 

LOOK AT EVERY GOVERNMENT 

AGENCY AND PROGRAM, AND 

ASKING A SIMPLE QUESTION: 

16 
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IS THIS A BASIC FUNCTION OF 

LIMITED GOVERNMENT? OR IS IT 

AN EXAMPLE OF HOW 

GOVERNMENT HAS LOST FAITH IN 

THE JUDGMENT OF OUR PEOPLE 

AND THE FREEDOM OF OUR 

MARKETS? 

AND WE ALSO WANT TO MAKE 

SURE THAT THE FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT ASKS A FEW 

QUESTIONS BEFORE IT ADOPTS A 
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REGULATION. QUESTIONS LIKE: IS 

THERE A NEED FOR THIS 

· REGULATION? DO THE COSTS 

OUTWEIGH THE BENEFITS? AND 

DOES THIS REGULATION MAKE 

COMMON SENSE? 

YOU KNOW AS WELL AS I THAT 

A LOT OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS 

CAN'T PASS THAT TEST. 
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LET ME GIVE YOU AN EXAMPLE: 

AN OSHA INSPECTOR VISITING A 

BRICK FACTORY IN READING, 

PENNSYLVANIA NOTED THAT THE 

DUSTMASK WORN BY A WORKER 

WITH A BEARD WAS VIOLATING 

THE RULE THAT REQUIRES A CLOSE 

FIT BETWEEN FACE AND MASK. 

THE DUST WAS NOT HEAVY OR 

OF HAZARDOUS CONTENT. AND 

THE MASK, EVEN WORN OVER A 
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BEARD, FILTERED OUT MOST OF 

WHAT THERE WAS. BUT THE RULE 

WAS CLEAR. THE WORKER WAS 

GIVEN THE OPTION OF SHAVING HIS 

BEARD OR QUITTING. GIVEN THE 

FACT THAT HE WAS AMISH, AND 

SHAVING WOULD VIOLATE HIS 

RELIGIOUS CONVICTION, HE QUIT. 

MY POINT IS THIS. OUR 

REGULATORY SYSTEM HAS BECOME 

AN INSTRUCTION MANUAL. IT 
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TELLS LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND 

BUSINESSES EXACTLY WHAT TO DO 

AND HOW TO DO IT. DETAILED 

RULE AFTER DETAILED RULE 

ADDRESSES EVERY EVENTUALITY, 

OR AT LEAST EVERY SITUATION 

THAT LAWMAKERS AND 

BUREAUCRATS CAN THINK OF. WE 

HA VE LEFT NO ROOM FOR 

INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY. AND 

NO ROOM FOR COMMON SENSE. 
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SO, JOINED BY SEVENTEEN OF 

MY COLLEAGUES, I RECENTLY 

INTRODUCED THE "COMPREHENSIVE 

REGULATORY REFORM ACT OF 

1995." 

THIS LEGISLATION WOULD 

ENACT WHAT I CALL THE 

"COMMON SENSE TEST" OF 

REGULATIONS. 

FIRST, MAJOR REGULATIONS--

THOSE WITH A $50 MILLION 
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IMPACT ON THE ECONOMY--WOULD 

UNDERGO A COST-BENEFIT 

ANALYSIS. THIS IS NOT JUST A 

PAPER EXERCISE. AGENCIES 

WOULD HAVE TO DEMONSTRATE 

THAT THE CHOICES THEY MAKE 

WILL ENSURE THAT BENEFITS 

EXCEED COSTS. 

SECOND, WE WOULD STOP 

USING VERY IMPROBABLE AND 

EXTREMELY COSTLY SCENARIOS 
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COUNTY OFFICIAL--AND l'M HOPING 

THAT AMERICA THINKS ITS TIME 

WE HAD ANOTHER ONE. 
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