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TO: 
FROM: 

SUBJ: 

t. 

SENATOR DOLE 
JO-ANNE 

LAXALT REQUESTS 

MEMORANDUM 

JUNE 25, 1994 

..: 1. As 1 mentioned to you the other day, Paul La.xalt called to 

express his belief that you are doing exactly what you should be 

doing in order to co-opt other potential candidates and that you 

have "earned" the Presidency and should continue with your current 

positive efforts. 

He also asked if we could expedite an answer to the attached 

requests from Lew Engman and the Generic Pharmaceutical Industry 

Association for an in-town speech to their group on Wednesday, 

September 28 -- they're his clients, so obviously it would be 

helpful to him, but he believes it would also be beneficial to you 

and your cause. 

PLEASE ADVISE: ~ --=----- ACCEPT SEPT. 28 

DECLINE 

TOO SOON TO KNOW 
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G PIA GENERIC PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION 

June 9, 1994 

The Honorable Robert Dole 
Office of the Minority Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Dole: 

1620 I Street, N.W., Suite 800 •Washington, D.C. 20006 
(202) 833-9070 •Facsimile (202) 833-9612 

The Generic Pharmaceutical Industry Association (GPIA) and its 
members are committed to providing American consumers with quality medicines at 
low prices. In today's world of spiraling health care costs, generic medicines have · 
become a key element in tomorrow's health care equation. 

To help provide insight into the ever changing health care environment, 
GPIA will provide a forum for a discussion of the politics and implications of pending 
health care reform legislation at its mid-year policy conference. We would like to 
invite you to participate in this conference as a featured Iteaker. The conference will 
take place on Wednesday, September 28, at the Capital ilton Hotel in Washington. 

During the policy conference, our members and invited guests will have 
the opportunity to hear from a distinguished field of experts from the political, 
regulatory and business worlds. 

GPIA represents the burgeoning generic pharmaceutical industry. Our 
member companies and their affiliates have been pioneers in providing low cost 
alternatives to brand name prescription drugs. We very much would like to hear your 
views on the status and future of health care in America this September. 

I am confident that the conference will provide a worthwhile forum for 
all participants. We expect our total attendance will exceed 400. I hope that you will 
be able to participate as well. I will call you shortly to further discuss the conference 
and your proposed role. In the meantime, please don't hesitate to call me if you 
should have any questions. 

Generic Pharmaceutical Industry Association 
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TO: Senator Dole 
FR: Kerry 

RE: Senator Laxalt 

*I spoke with Senator Laxalt this morning, and he wanted to 
pass on the following information. 

*The group is mostly CEO's, and largely Jewish. Most are 
Democrats, but they did not support the Clinton plan. 

*In his report to them yesterday, Laxalt emphasized that it 
was not Bob Dole or Republicans that killed health care, it was 
the ineptness of the White House. He told them that you wanted 
to work with Moynihan, but the White House wouldn't let him. And 
he hoped you would reinforce his remarks. 

*He also wanted you to stress that health care reform will 
remain on top of the agenda next year, no matter who controls the 
Senate. 

*Your remarks reflect these suggestions. 

*He also hoped you could say something supportive of the 
generic pharmaceutical industry. Vicki suggests something like 
this the following: 

"COST CONTAINMENT REMAINS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECTS 
OF HEALTH CARE REFORM, AND COUNTLESS AMERICANS HAVE DISCOVERED 
ONE WAY TO CONTAIN COSTS ON THEIR OWN IS TO USE GENERIC DRUGS 
WHENEVER POSSIBLE." 
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SENATOR BOB DOLE 

GENERIC PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY 

SEPTEMBER 28, 1994 

THERE WILL BE THOUSANDS AND 

THOUSANDS OF WORDS WRITTEN AND 

SPOKEN IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS 

ABOUT THE DEATH OF HEALTH CARE 

REFORM, BUT I CAN SOME IT ALL UP IN 

JUST TWO: DEMOCRACY WORKED. 

1 
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DEMOCRACY WORKED. AN IDEA 

WAS PROPOSED, AND IT WAS DEBATED 

AND DISCUSSED AND DISSECTED FROM 

ONE END OF THE COUNTRY TO THE 

OTHER. AND AFTER CAREFUL 

CONSIDERATION, AMERICANS WROTE 

AND CALLED IN RECORD NUMBERS TO 

LET THEIR REPRESENTATIVES KNOW 

HOW THEY FELT. 

2 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 5 of 26



AND THE OVERWHELMING 

MAJORITY OF AMERICANS WERE SAYING 

THE SAME THING. THEY HAD 

CONCLUDED THAT THE CLINTON PLAN 

AND THE MITCHELL PLAN AND THE 

GEPHARDT PLAN ALL HAD TOO MUCH IN 

COMMON. TOO MUCH COMPLEXITY. 

TOO MUCH COST. TOO MUCH 

BUREAUCRACY. TOO MANY MANDATES. 

3 
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AND AS CONGRESS NEARED 

ADJOURNMENT, AMERICANS WERE TELL 

CONGRESS TO GO SLOW. TO NOT RUSH 

A PLAN THROUGH IN THE LAST HOURS 

WITHOUT A HEARING, AND WITHOUT 

UNDERSTANDING WHAT WAS IN IT. 

AND CONGRESS DID WHAT WE 

WERE SUPPOSED TO DO. WE LISTENED. 

WE HEARD WHAT AMERICANS WERE 

SAYING. AND WE RESPONDED. AND IT 

4 
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SEEMS TO ME THAT'S JUST WHAT 

JEFFERSON AND MADISON HAD IN MIND. 

NOW, THERE ARE THOSE IN THE 

WHITE HOUSE AND ON CAPITOL HILL 

WHO WOULD HAVE YOU BELIEVE THAT 

SOMEHOW THE SYSTEM WAS 

DISTORTED. THAT REPUBLICAN 

FILIBUSTERS AND SPECIAL INTERESTS 

LIKE THE PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY 

5 
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COMBINED TO THWART THE WILL OF THE 

SENATE AND THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE. 

THAT ACCUSATION FAILS ON BOTH 

ACCOUNTS. FIRST, THERE WAS NEVER 

ANY REPUBLICAN FILIBUSTER. THE FACT 

IS THAT AT NO TIME DURING THIS 

CONGRESS WERE THERE EVER 50 VOTES--

LET ALONE 60 VOTES--FOR HEAL TH CARE 

REFORM LEGISLATION. AS YOU KNOW, 

THE HIGH WATER MARK FOR ONE PIECE 

6 
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OF LEGISLATION WAS 40 SPONSORS·· 

AND THAT WAS FOR THE DOLE· 

PACKWOOD LEGISLATION. 

AND SECOND, WE DID NOT 

THWART THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE. MY 

FRIENDS ON THE DEMOCRAT SIDE OF 

THE AISLE POINT TO THE SURVEYS 
I 

SHOWING THAT 80% OF AMERICANS 

SUPPORTED UNIVERSAL HEAL TH CARE. 

7 
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WELL, THAT MAY BE TRUE. BUT 

WHEN YOU ASKED AMERICANS WHETHER 

OR NOT THEY WANTED TO PAY FOR 

UNIVERSAL HEAL TH CARE WITH LESS 

DUALITY, MORE BUREAUCRACY, AND 

MORE COST, THOSE NUMBERS DROPPED 

DRAMATICALLY. 

DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE 

PRESIDENT, THE FIRST LADY, AND THE 

ENTIRE CABINET ENGAGED IN A MASSIVE 

8 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS CAMPAIGN TO SELL 

THE CLINTON PLAN TO THE AMERICAN 

PEOPLE, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE SIMPLY 

WEREN'T BUYING THEIR PRODUCT. 

AND IN THE END, CONGRESS WAS 

FACED WITH TWO CHOICES. WE COULD 

LISTEN TO THE PEOPLE, AND TRY AGAIN 

NEXT YEAR. OR WE COULD--AS SENATOR 

ROCKEFELLER SUGGESTED A FEW 

MONTHS PACK--PASS HEAL TH CARE 

g 
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REFORM WHETHER THE AMERICAN 

PEOPLE WANTED IT OR NOT. 

IT SEEMS TO ME THAT WE MADE THE 

RIGHT CHOICE. 

SO, THE NEW BOTTOM LINE IS 

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 

I THINK BEFORE WE KNOW THE 

ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION, WE'LL 

HAVE TO WAIT FOR THE RESULTS OF 

NOVEMBER 8. THE PEOPLE ARE GOING 

10 
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TO HAVE ANOTHER CHANCE TO SPEAK. 

AND IN STATES LIKE PENNSYLVANIA, 

TENNESSEE, VIRGINIA, AND MAINE, 

VOTERS WILL BE CHOOSING BETWEEN 

CANDIDATES WHO SUPPORTED 

GOVERNMENT-RUN HEALTH CARE, AND 

THOSE WHO DID NOT. 

BUT WHILE CONTROL OF THE 

SENATE MAY BE IN DOUBT, THERE IS NO 

DOUBT THAT WHICHEVER PARTY HAS A 

11 
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MAJORITY, HEAL TH CARE WILL BE ON 

THE TOP OF NEXT YEAR'S 

CONGRESSIONAL AGENDA. 

AND I WOULD SIMPLY SUGGEST 

THAT THERE ARE THREE LESSONS WHICH 

THE WHITE HOUSE AND CONGRESS 

SHOULD REMEMBER WHEN THE HEAL TH 

CARE DEBATE BEGINS AGAIN. 

12 
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FIRST, IF HEAL TH CARE REFORM IS 

TO PASS, THEN IT MUST PASS ON A Bl· 

PARTISAN BASIS. 

DESPITE THE FACT THAT MANY 

REPUBLICANS HAD WORKED ON HEAL TH 

CARE FOR A LONG PERIOD OF TIME, 

PRESIDENT CLINTON AND THE 

DEMOCRAT DID NOT INVITE US INTO THE 

TENT UNTIL IT WAS FAR TOO LATE. 

13 
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LIKE YOU, WE WERE EXCLUDED 

FROM THE WRITING OF THE ORIGINAL 

CLINTON PLAN. AND WE WERE 

EXCLUDED FROM THE WRITING OF ANY 

OF THE DEMOCRAT LEADERSHIP PLANS 

THAT TOOK ITS PLACE. ALL ALONG, THE 

DEMOCRATS WERE OPERATING UNDER A 

50%+ 1 THEORY--THEIR GOAL WAS TO 

COBBLE A BILL TOGETHER THAT WOULD 

PASS WITH THE BAREST OF MAJORITIES. 

14 
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AND THAT'S NO WAY TO PASS 

LEGISLATION AS FAR-REACHING AS 

HEAL TH CARE REFORM. 

THE ONE SEMBLANCE OF Bl· 

PARTISANSHIP IN CONGRESS WAS IN 

THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

CHAIRMAN MOYNIHAN AND SENATOR 

PACKWOOD DID AN OUTSTANDING JOB 

IN PRESIDING OVER A SERIES OF 

EXCELLENT HEARINGS. BUT THEN THE 

15 
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COMMITTEE WAS FORCED BY THE WHITE 

HOUSE TO PASS A PLAN ... ANY PLAN ... BY 

THE JULY 4TH RECESS. AND THE PLAN 

THAT WAS PASSED--WITH SOME 

REPUBLICAN VOTES--WAS EVENTUALLY 

THROWN ASIDE. 

I SUSPECT THAT THE FINANCE 

COMMITTEE WILL BE THE SITE OF A LOT 

OF ACTION NEXT YEAR. AND I NOTE 

THAT THE DYNAMICS OF THE 

16 
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COMMITTEE WILL UNDERGO SOME 

CHANGE, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER 

SENATOR MOYNIHAN OR SENATOR 

PACKWOOD IS CHAIRMAN. SIX 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE-· 

SENATORS MITCHELL, BOREN, REIGLE, 

DANFORTH, WALLOP, AND DURENBERGER-

·WILL NOT BE RETURNING TO THE 

SENATE. THEIR REPLACEMENTS MAY 

17 
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HELP DETERMINE THE SHAPE OF 

LEGISLATION. 

THE SECOND LESSON IS THAT 

ALONG WITH FOCUSING ON THE 15% OF 

AMERICANS WHO DON'T HAVE HEALTH 

CARE INSURANCE, WE SHOULD ALSO 

FOCUS ON THE 85% OF AMERICANS WHO 

HAVE INSURANCE AND ARE HAPPY WITH 

IT. 

18 
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THE QUESTION I HEARD FROM 

KANSANS OVER AND OVER AND OVER 

AGAIN THROUGHOUT THE DEBATE WAS 

"WHY SHOULD WE CHANGE 100% OF THE 

SYSTEM, WHEN ONLY 15% NEEDS 

FIXING?" AND THAT WAS A QUESTION 

THE WHITE HOUSE COULD NEVER 

ANSWER. 

SO, THOSE DRAFTING LEGISLATION 

NEXT JANUARY, SHOULD START WITH 

19 
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THE ASSUMPTION THAT WE NEED TO 

BUILD ON--AND NOT TAKE APART--THE 

BEST HEAL TH CARE SYSTEM IN THE 

WORLD. 

AND THE FINAL LESSON TO 

REMEMBER IS THE ONE WHICH I BEGAN 

MY REMARKS--DEMOCRACY WORKS. 

IT SEEMS TO ME THE WHITE 

HOUSE CAN TRAVEL DOWN TWO ROADS 

IN THE COMING MONTHS. 

20 
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THEY CAN CONVINCE THEMSELVES 

THAT THEIR PLAN DID NOT PASS 

BECAUSE OF BOB DOLE, HARRY AND 

LOUISE, AND THE PHARMACEUTICAL 

COMPANIES. AND THEY CAN COME 

BACK NEXT JANUARY WITH ANOTHER 

PLAN THAT CREATES A MASSIVE NEW 

BUREAUCRACY. 

OR THEY CAN ACCEPT THE FACT 

THAT THE CLINTON VERSION OF HEALTH 

21 
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CARE REFORM DID NOT PASS BECAUSE 

IT DID NOT HAVE THE SUPPORT OF THE 

AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

AND THEY CAN DECIDE TO WORK 

WITH REPUBLICANS TO REACH A PLAN 

THAT DOES. 

IT IS MY HOPE THAT THEY WILL 

CHOOSE THE SECOND ROAD. IF SO, 

THEN I LOOK FORWARD TO MAKING 

DEMOCRACY WORK AGAIN BY MAKING 

22 
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AMERICA'S HEAL TH CARE SYSTEM MORE 

AFFORDABLE AND MORE ACCESSIBLE. 

23 
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