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Gregg is stepping into limelight on many national issues 
' 

. 

By JO BECKER 
Monitor staff 

Sen. Judd Gregg is on lhe Grand Old 
Party's [ast trnck. 

prior lo an invasion. Amt prior to that, he 
was also out front leading the battle against 
Clinlon's health care plan, coordinating task 
forces and strategy [or his fellow nepubli-
cans. He's also a deputy whip, which means 
he helps lo round up and count voles for his 
party. 

election with only 4B percent of the vote. Gregg's committee assignments - budg-
Aml it's a long way to come for a man who et, foreign relations and labor · - have 
once stood on Clinton Street, running for conincided with the issues of lhe da• �U����

Congress in I !JUO, with a sign lhnl read: "I'm "Health care worked out very wi !U,'' said 
Judd Gregg." Gregg, who played the �c�o�n�s�e�r�v�a�t�i�v�e �~� Romeo 

He stepped up to the plate as the llepub-
lican Party's designated hitter on Haili from 
the get-go, sponsoring two amendments lo 
try lo force Clinton lo come before Congress 

Those arc high-profile partisan roles for 
a freshman senator, especially one who won 

"The reason I'm in the lead on (Haiti) is on lhe labor committee lo Republi1 :an Sen. 
that I offered an ammentlment in June," Nancy Kasscbaum's moderate J1;1liet. "It 
Gregg said lilst week. "I'd like to think l'm 
doing m.v .iob.'' _ • See GREGG - Page A·B 

• 
was good fortune that 1 was there 
when · one of the biggest issues to 
hit the Senate in 25 years (hit) and 
I ended up being a key player on 
it." . 

But there seems to be more al 
work than simple good fortune. 

Every single member of the Re-
publican minority leadership inter-
viewed this week said Gregg is 
destined for .a leader.ship role in 
the party. Kansas Sen. Bob Dole, 
the minority leader, called him "a 
very effective member of UJC Re-
publican team in the Senate." 

And Mississippi Sen. Thad 
Cochran, the Republican chainnan 
of the conference, said: "Judd 
would be a credible candidate for 
any leadership position in the Sen-
ate." 

That may come as a surprise to 
the state's political watchers, many 
of whom said that the telegenic 
Gregg was "no Warren Rudman" 
when Gregg was elected in 1992 to 
fill the shoes of that widely respect-
ed, vocal senator. 

Is Gregg's increasing visibility a 
simple matter of a star on the rise, 
or is it a question of being in the 
right place (New Hampshire) at 
the right time (with presidential 
primaries looming in the nol-too-
distanl future)? 

"Look, it's a wide-open field out 
there for lhe Republican nomina-
tion," said Bill Schneider, a politi-
cal analyst for the conservative 
think tank, the American Enter-

i - . 
every single senator wakes up and 
says: 'I could be president.' And 
the next thing that comes to their 
minds is: 'I belter slay on the good 
side of Judd Gregg."' 

The GOP leadership <igrees. 
"Every candidate will want to 

have (Judd Gregg's) advice and 
counsel and help in New Hamp-
shire," said Cochran. "Candidates 
may have already done so - Bob 
Dole has been very friendly toward 
him, as well as Phil Gramm." 

"I would think he'd be a very 
important keeper of the gate -
that you would want to have his 
blessing there to further their de-
signs for the presidency," said Wy-
oming Sen. Alan Simpson, the mi-
nority whip. 

New Hampshire political lead-
ers have always played important 
roles during presidential primary 
and election seasons. But Oklaho-
ma Sen. Don Nickles, chairman of 
lhe Republican Policy Committee, 
said not lo attribute too inuch lo 
the New Hampshire connection in 
terms of Gregg's new visibility. In-
stead, Nickles, who asked Gregg lo 
play a big role in formulating the 
nepublican strategy on health care 
and more recenUy worked with 
him on Haili, pointed lo �G�r�c�g�~�'�s� 

administrative skills and his will -
ingness. 

"The fact that he's from New 
Hampshire doesn't hurt for politi-
cal considerations, but Judd Gregg 
,.." . " ' ' h"' -. �'�" �~ �'� ... "' .... '-U""'""''"'..?!" ..... !'9 

from. IIc's asserted leadership -
it's nol so much a question of being 
drafted ." 

David Carney, the deputy exec-
utive director of the Nation<Jl ne-
publican Senatorial Committee and 
the former chief of ·staff to lhen-
governor J olm Sununu, said Gregg 
has taken advantage of his commit-
tee assignments by coming out 
early on a number of issues. 

"He had strong views at a time 
when many others were still feel-
ing around for their stances," said 
Carney. "It does help (that his con-
servative views) are in lune with 
the vast majority of his constitu-
ents." 

Gregg is also a senator that the 
leadership can turn to when 
U1crc's a cmcial vole. Simpson, the 
minority whip, called Gregg a reli-
able voter on key issues. 

"On most issues, yes - you 
can't have very much of an impact 
as a lone wolf down here," Gregg 
said. "Yo·u have to be willing to be 
a team player." 

nut being a team player and 
running point for your party does 
carry political risks; in the last 
presidential election American vot-
ers who went for independent Ross 
Perot gave a clear signal of their 
feelings about partisanship and the 
resulting political gridlock. 

New Hampshire's other sena-
tor, nepublican nob Smith, said 
while he believes that Gregg would 
nlnkc a �i�~�o�o�d� party leader, it is not 

a role in which he sees himself. 
"ll docs rein you in some and 

restrict you because you're trying 
lo please all sides - it's not what 1 
sec as my role." 

Gregg said he doesn't consider 
himself a partisan - his · philoso-
phies are simply in tune with those 
of the Republican Caucus. 

And those sorts of views are 
less risky in the conservative Gran-
ite State than they might be else-
where. 

Asked why Gregg has been giv-
en so prominent a role rather than 
Smith, Simpson replied: "You can't 
compare them . . . Washington 
works in cycles. Sometimes the 
spotlight hits you and sometimes it 
bounces off." 

For the moment, Gregg seems 
bathed in il Cochran went so far,as 
to say that it'Wotildn'l be out of the 
question for Gregg to run for presi-
dent himself. 

"I think he'd be a good presi-
dent," mused Cochran. 

And while Gregg denies such 
aspirations - "you can absolutely 
rule that one out" - and indeed 
they seem far-fetched gjven his 
status as a freshman_senator �&�U�R�P��
a small state, he said if th·e oppor-
tunity came along for an elected 
leadership role in the Senate, he 
would take a hard look. 

"l want to be able to contrib- · 
ute," Gregg said. "J\nd to do that, 
you have to move up in the Senate 
m a .collegial atmosphere." 
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Charlie Bass on the Issues 
On ('rime: \\lwn Charlie Ba'is says he'll be tough on crime. he has a record to back it up. As \ke 
Chairman of the Senate and House .Judiciary Committees. Charlie supported reinstating the death 
penalty in :\ew Hampshire. He supported D.WI. roadblo('ks. drug-free school zones. and enhanced 
penalties for those c·om·icted of hate crimes. Charlie suppo11s truth in sentencing. to ensure that violent 
criminals se1Te their full smtences. He suppo11s mandatory sentencing for drug lords. and he believes 
violent repeat offc'nders should be lo('ked up for life. But. unlike Dick Swett. Charlie does not belie\·e 
taking guns from sp011smen and law-abiding citizens is the answer to stopping \'iolent crime. Charlie 
Bass supp011s every American's Se('ond Amendment right to bear arms. 
On Taxt•s: As a fiscal ('onserYatin'. Charlie Bass ha'i rnnsistently fought attempts to pass a sales or 
in('ome tax in l\ew Hampshire. In fact. he's the only Republican candidate in the 2nd District \\ith a 
dear record of opposing broad-based taxes for ten years in the Legislature. When there was a budget 
surplus. Charlie suppo11ed putting that money aside in the Rainy Day Fund. as well as eff011s to reduce 
the state's Business Profits Tax. When it was time to make tough decisions. Charlie supported cutting 
spending. <L'i opposed to slashing aid to cities and towns. Charlie has always believed that less govern-
ment is good for taxpayers. and he~ ll bring that common sense frugality to the C.S. Congress. where we 
need him most. 
On llt•alth Can·: Charlie Bass understands the need to impron' our system. but lw rejects till' 
Clinton-Rostenkowski-Fo!Py plan for a wholesale gmwnnwnt takeon'r of the health care industry. 
Charlie supp011s fixing only what needs to be fixed. so that quality health can' is affordable and an·es-
sible to l'Wryom' who wants it. He lwlie,·es cutting costs is the first priority. so he supports measures to 
redun' fraud. and tax policy desig1wd to stimulate rnmpetition between health care rnmpanies. Charlie 
beliews small businesses should be gin'n incentives to cut costs. not mandates to provide c·m·erage. 
On ( 'hoie<': Charlie Bass supp011s a woman's fundamental right to choose. He lwliews gm·ernment 
has no right to regulate the single most imp011ant and personal ckcision a woman can make. 
On Et hies and Rt•form: Charlie Bass' record of leadership in reforming the Kew Hampshire 
Legislature is unparalleled. He brought accountability to Conrnrd by creating and fighting for passage 
of the l\ew Hampshire Lc'gislatin' Ethi('s Committee>. And Charlie's Campaign Spending Limit Law. 
which crc'ated fairness and rc'asonab!P limits on ('ampaign spending in t\ew Hampshire. has been used 
as a model by otlwr states a('ross the ('ountry. Congress needs a leader like Charlie Bass to fight for 
a('('ountability. integrity. and ethics rl'form. 
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