
FIFE SYMINGTON 
Governor 

The Honorable Bob Dole 
Uititcd States Se11ate 

STATE OF ARIZONA 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE 

15 August 1994 

SH-141 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Bob: 

As a governor who has spent much of his energies confronting crime at the 
state level, I am writing you with several proposals for Congress to consider 
including in any crime legislation to be passed this year. 

In the United States there is a great disconnect between the public will about 
crime (which is fairly characterized as strong for swift, certain and just punishment) 
and the public policy (which is best characterized as wavering toward punishment 
and fairly consistent toward social programs based on wealth transfers). That 
disconnect occurs in the courts, which by design are the least democratic branch of 
government. 

My proposals for Congressional action against crime therefore involve the 
Article I power of the legislative branch to limit the subject matter jurisdiction of 
the federal courts. 

I First, remove federal court jurisdiction over state prism., systems. Across 
America, federal district judges have essentially seized control of state prison 
systems. They have handed down long lists of judicial mandates (all unfunded, of 
course) regarding prison conditions and operations. The effect of these mandates --
issued under purported reach of the Eighth and Fourteenth Amendments to the 
U.S. Constitution -- is to drive the costs of building and operating state prisons to 
astonishing heights. The further effect has been gradually to create prison systems 
which look nothing like what the public would prefer. Instead of punishment and 
labor, American prisons tend to feature idleness and ease. The American people are 
not cruel or inhumane. Give them back their prison systems. 
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Next, make meaningful reforms of federal habeus corpus rules or remove 
federal subject matter jurisdiction over state death penalty cases. The death penalty 
has been frustrated all over the country by federal judges whc entertain endless 
appeals from convicted murderers. This must end. The continuing obstruction of 
justice in capital cases permitted by the federal courts frustrates the public and crime 
victims to the point of outrage. 

Finally, eliminate federal subject matter jurisdiction over evidentiary matters 
in state criminal prosecutions. This reform would have the good effect of allowing 
states to avoid operation of the "exclusionary rule," imposed upon them by the 
federal courts in the early 1960s. The exclusionary rule is a failed judicial artifice 
which has no effect bu~ to suppress relevant evidence, frustrate state felony 
prosecutions and antagonize the victims of crime, who cannot understand why the 
courts would be in the business of hiding the truth from juries. By it's very nature, 
the exclusionary rule protects only the guilty. It should be eliminated by those states 
which wish to do so and replaced with administrative and civil sanctions against 
police who violate t.hE: civil rights of citizens. 

I am confident that these reforms, all within the easy grasp of Congress, 
would do far more to advance the cause of justice than the provisions in the current 
federal crime bill. While a "war on crime" is the often-stated policy of public bodies, 
a war on criminals is a wiser and more precise objective for our nation to adopt. 
Please use your influence to advance these policy goals in Washington. 

Sincerely, 

Fife Symington 
GOVERNOR 
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'1EWS U.S. SENATOR FOR KANSAS 

FROM: SENATE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Tuesday, September 13, 1994 

Contact: Clarkson Hine 
(202) 224-5358 

REPUBLICAN CRIME BILL 
DOLE INTRODUCES "CRIME CONTROL IMPROVEMENT ACT": 

EFFORT TO STRIP PORK, BEEF UP PENALTIES IN JUST-SIGNED BILL 

Instead of signing the so-called crime bill, President 
Clinton should have used today's White House ceremony to send the 
bill back to Congress marked with four simple letters: V.E.T.O. 
Veto. • . '. 

The President should hate told Congress to cut out the 
billions and billions of dollars in wasteful social spending, 
toughen up the penalties, and send him a new-and-improved crime 
bill that matches his own tough-on-crime rhetoric. 

Republican Tough-On-Crime Measures 
And that's exactly what Senate Republicans tried to do last 

month, when we were ready to offer a series of ten 
amendments ... all designed to improve the crime bill by stripping 

-...- out the pork and toughening up the weakest parts of the watered-
down conference report. 

Republicans tried to save the taxpayers nearly $5 billion by 
cutting such phony "crime-fighting" measures as the Local 
Partnership Act, the Model Intensive Grants Program, the National 
Community Economic Partnership ... even something called the "Ounce 
of Prevention" Program, which in reality is not an ounce, but a 
multi-million dollar ton of pure, unadulterated pork-barrel 
spending. 

Republicans sought to establish mandatory minimum penalties 
for those vicious cr~minals who use a gun in the commission of a 
crime and who sell illegal drugs to children.• 

Republicans tried to ensure the swift deportation of illegal 
aliens.who have committed violent crimes while in the United 
States. 

Republicans attempted to tighten up the crime bill's prison 
language so that funds will be used to build "brick and mortar" 
prison cells, rather than warm-and-fuzzy prison "alternatives" 
such as "half-way houses" and "juvenile detention centers." 
Believe it or not, there's no guarantee that one dime of the 
crime bill's $30 billion will be used to build a single prison 
cell. 

And, last month, Republicans sought to ensure that first-
time violent off enders are kept behind bars by encouraging states 
to adopt real, meaningful truth-in-sentencing reform. 

Although a fulL_two weeks have elapsed since the Senate's 
passage of the conference report and today's signing ceremony, 
Republicans were nonetheless blocked--shut out--f rom using just 
several hours to debate our ten amendments, toughen up the crime 
bill in the process, and potentially save the taxpayers nearly $5 
billion. 

So-Called Crime Bill: Expensive Lesson for Americans 
So, today's signing ceremony may be a legislative victory 

for President Clinton, but it's a very expensive lesson for the 
American oeoole. 
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time violent off enders are kept behind bars by encouraging states 
to adopt real, meaningful truth-in-sentencing reform. 

Although a fulL_two weeks have elapsed since the Senate's 
passage of the conference report and today's signing ceremony, 
Republicans were nonetheless blocked--shut out--from using just 
several hours to debate our ten amendments, toughen up the crime 
bill in the process, and potentially save the taxpayers nearly $5 
billion. 

So-Called Crime Bill: Expensive Lesson for Americans 
So, today's signing ceremony may be a legislative victory 

for President Clinton, but it's a very expensive lesson for the 
American people. 

The American people aren't dumb. 
bill is more hype than tough-on-crime 
it fully funds only 20,000 new police 
claimed by the administration. 

They know that the crime 
substance. They know that 
officers, not the 100,000 

And the American.people understand that the most effective 
way to prevent crime is not with the pork-barrel, but with the 
prison cell. 

Although Senate Republicans came up a bit short last month, 
this temporary set-back doesn't mean we've given up. On the 
contrary: Republicans will continue to push ahead--with greater 
effort and with even greater resolve--until the American people 

(more) 
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included in the Senate-passed crime bill. 

Section Eleven. Flexibility in Application of Mandatory 
Minimum Sentence Provisions in Certain Circumstances. The 
Senate-passed crime bill contained a narrowly circumscribed 
mandatory minimum reform measure that returned a small degree of 
discretion to the federal courts in the sentencing of truly 
first-time, non-violent drug offenders. To deviate from the 
mandatory minimum, the court would have to find that the 
defendant did not finance the drug sale, did not sell the drugs, 
and did not act as a leader or organizer. 

This section restores the Senate-passed measure and also 
adds a section ensuring that the so-called "safety valve" will 
not be abused by the courts. This added improvement requires 
certification by federal prosecutors that the defendant 
cooperated with law enforcement authorities. 

Section Twelve. Equitable Distribution of Discretionary 
Funds. This section expresses the Sense of Congress that all 
grants authorized under the Violent Crime Control and Law 
Enforcement Act of 1994 and not required to be distributed 
according to a formula prescribed by law shall be distributed in 
a fair and equitable manner that ensures that rural states 
receive a fair and proportional share of the funds. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 101 of 101




