
IT'S LOWEST LEVEL EVER--43%. 

OPPOSITION NOW STANDS AT 

47%. 

*NOW, THE PRESIDENT--WHO 

IS A GREAT SALESMAN--THE 

FIRST LADY, AND THE CABINET, 

HAVE BEEN OUT PUSHING THIS 

PLAN FOR A YEAR--AND SUPPORT 

FOR IT CONTINUES TO DROP. 

THE FACT IS THAT THE 
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PRESIDENT MAY BE A GREAT 

SALESMAN, BUT YOU CAN'T SELL 

A BAD PRODUCT. - -
*AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

KNOW A BAD PRODUCT WHEN 

THEY SEE IT. 

*40% SAY THAT THEY WILL 

BE WORSE OFF UNDER THE 

CLINTON PLAN, AND ONLY 19% 

SAY THEY WILL BE BETTER OFF. 
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*AN OVERWHELMING 74% 

SAY THAT CONGRESS SHOULD 

EITHER MAKE MAJOR CHANGES 

TO THE CLINTON PLAN OR 

REJECT IT. 

*BY NEARLY A 2-1 MARGIN, 

AMERICANS PREFER A PLAN THAT 

OFFERS ACCESS TO COVERAGE 

OVER ONE THAT GUARANTEES 

COVERAGE. 
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*AND BY A 60%-37% MARGIN, 

AMERICANS WOULD RATHER SEE 

HEAL TH REFORM IMPLEMENTED 

GRADUALLY OVER SEVERAL 

YEARS, RATHER THAN PASS THIS 

YEAR. 

*I THINK THESE POLL 

RESULTS REFLECT THE FACT 

THAT AMERICANS ARE FEARFUL 

OF MORE GOVERNMENT, MORE 
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BUREAUCRACIES, AND MORE 

MANDATES. 

*THE REAL HEAVY LIFTING 

ON HEAL TH CARE HAS NOW 

BEGUN. AND IT'S ABOUT TIME. 

WE SPENT TWO MONTHS IN THIS 

TOWN DEBATING WHETHER OR 

NOT WE HAD A HEALTH CARE 

CRISIS OR JUST A SERIOUS 

PROBLEM. 
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*DEMOCRATS SAID THAT IF 

YOU DIDN'T SAY THE MAGIC 

WORD-- 11CRISIS 11--THEN YOU WERE 

UNQUALIFIED TO HELP FIND A 

SOLUTION. 

*THANK GOODNESS WE'VE 

MOVED PAST THAT. NOW ALL 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

ARE MEETING TOGETHER EVERY 

TUESDAY AND THURSDAY TO 
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WALK THROUGH ISSUE BY ISSUE. 

*FOR THE LAST YEAR AND A 

HALF, WE'VE ALL SAID THAT WE 

AGREE TO CERTAIN THINGS, LIKE 

INSURANCE MARKET REFORMS, 

NO EXCLUSIONS FOR THOSE 

WITH PRE-EXISTING CONDITIONS, 

PORTABILITY, AND SO ON. 

*NOW WE WANT TO MAKE 

CERTAIN THAT WE TRULY ARE IN 
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AGREEMENT ON THESE ISSUES. 

I WANT TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT 

MY DEFINITION OF PORTABILITY 

IS THE SAME AS SENATOR 

MITCHELL'S DEFINITION OF 

PORTABILITY. 

*THE NEXT 45 DAYS WILL BE 

CRUCIAL. AND I PLAN ON 

REMINDING MY DEMOCRAT 

FRIENDS OF THOSE POLL 
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NUMBERS--AND OF THE FACT 

THAT AMERICANS WANT US TO 

GET THIS RIGHT. THERE'S NO 

NEED TO PASS A BILL JUST TO 

PASS A BILL. CONGRESS GOES 

ON FOREVER. WE'LL BE HERE 

NEXT YEAR, AND THE YEAR AFTER 

THAT, AND THE YEAR AFTER 

THAT. 
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LIVES LOST, AND DOLLARS 

SPENT--BUT AMERICA HAS 

ALWAYS BEEN WILLING TO PAY 

THAT PRICE, AND THE WORLD IS 

SAFER, FREER, AND BETTER 

BECAUSE OF IT. 
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