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INTRODUCTION

Business, government and community leaders continue to face the
challenge of assessing and anticipating the public’s concerns, opinions and
perceptions. This challenge is especially compelling because new issues
constantly unfold and opinions continue to shift. What tops the public’s
agenda at this moment? On what issues are attitudes changing? How can
we keep ahead of the curve?

The Werth Poll continues to track Ohioans’ opinions on a number of
issues and provides insight into the implications of this information.

With over 30 years’ experience in marketing and public relations in
Ohio, the Midwest and the nation’s capital — Paul Werth Associates is
uniquely positioned to analyze Ohioans opinions and their impact on the
national scene.

The Werth Poll is accurate within + four percentage points at a
confidence level of 95 percent. Telephone interviews for the poll were
conducted with 500 randomly selected voting-age Ohioans throughout the
state in February 1994.
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TOP-OF-MIND CONCERNS

Economic issues have dominated Ohioans’ concerns over the last
several years. However, results from this edition of The Werth Poll indicate a
startling shift towards violence and crime issues as their new priorities. In an
open-ended question with multiple responses allowed, more than four in ten
Ohioans cited crime as the most important issue facing Ohioans today. The
economy and jobs were only mentioned by 28 percent of respondents — a
dramatic change from its high point just prior to the 1992 election, when
nearly six in ten Ohioans felt the economy was the most important issue
facing them.

Percent Responding*

Crime 44%,
Economy/Jobs 28%
Education 15%
Health Care 12%
Drugs 7%
Taxes 4%
Environment 5%
Welfare Issues/Reform 4%
Homelessness 3%
Politicians 3%
Loss of Family Values 2%
Abortion 1%
* Multiple mentions were allowed

Central Ohioans were most concerned about crime, with
51 percent of those respondents calling it the most important issue. Focus on
crime also varied with factors of age and education. Older respondents were
more concerned about crime than younger ones. Half of those respondents
over 50 years old felt crime was a top issue while only a third of those aged
18 - 29 felt it was a critical issue. Ohioans with less education were also
more likely to name crime as a critical issue.

Here's how Ohioans’ top priorities have shifted since their earlier
emphasis on the economy:

1994 Percent Responding 1992 Percent Responding
Crime 44% 8%
Economy/Jobs 28% 58%
Education 15% 16%
Health Care 12% 12%
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VIOLENCE AND CRIME

With Ohioans’ concerns changing dramatically from economic woes to
crime and safety issues, The Werth Poll delved further into opinions on this
subject.

Over two-thirds of Ohioans feel crime is an extremely serious problem
in the United States.

Somewhat
Serious 6%

Not Very
Serious 1%

Not At All
Serious 1%

Extremely Serious
68%

When asked how serious a problem violence is in their local area,
respondents presented a somewhat different picture by indicating that they
see violence as a less significant problem in their local area than in the
country at large.

Level of Seriousness Locally Percent Responding
1 — Not at all Serious 10%
2 24%
3 31%
4 19%
5 — Very Serious 16%

Concern about crime was strongest among females and those in lower
income brackets. Central Ohioans appear to be most concerned about crime
in their local area. Twenty-one percent of Central Ohio respondents rated
violence and crime as a very serious problem. Those in higher income
brackets were less likely to consider crime as serious a challenge.

A 4 4
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Drugs and a decline in “family values” were cited most often as causes
for the rise in violence and crime. Twenty-eight percent of respondents felt
drugs were “the one cause most responsible for the rise in violence and

crime,” while 27 percent of respondents felt it was a “loss of values or the
breakdown of the family.”

Cause Percent Responding
Drugs 28%
Loss of Family Values 27%
Unemployment/Poor Economic Straits 18%
Judicial System 8%
Guns 4%
Television Programming 4%
Racial Concerns 1%
Education System 1%
News Media Reporting 1%
Others* 8%
* Those receiving less than one mention

In southeast Ohio, where the economy remains as a critically important
problem, respondents were more likely to cite poor economic conditions as
the main cause for violence. Those in northeast and southwest Ohio were
more likely to blame the breakdown in “family values” than those in other
parts of the state.

Political party affiliation was an important determinant on this issue.
Many significant differences between Democrats, Republicans and
Independents are apparent.

Cause Percent of Percent of Percent of
Democrats Republicans Independents

Drugs 39% 19% 26%

Loss of Family

Values 16% 40% 26%

Unemployment/
Poor Economic

Straits 21% 11% 21%
Judicial System 6% 9% 9%
Guns 5% 4% 4%
Television

Programming 1% 6% 3%

A A 4
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While several different options to control crime are being considered,
The Werth Poll looked at two widely mentioned initiatives. It found the public
overwhelmingly supports (a) trying teenagers accused of violent crimes as
adults, and (b) the so-called “three strikes and you're out” bill, in which a
person convicted of a third separate violent crime is automatically sentenced
to life imprisonment.

When respondents were asked if they supported the concept of trying
teenagers accused of violent crimes as adults, a full 83 percent of
respondents replied positively.

Percent Responding

Yes 83%
No 5%
Don't Know 11%

Agreement with the concept was consistently high across all
demographic groups and, interestingly, was supported strongest by those
aged 18 - 29. A full 87 percent of that age group favor the proposal.

Over eight out of ten respondents agreed and 55 percent agreed
strongly with the so-called “three strikes and you're out” proposal.

................

Disagree
Strongly
: Disagree
Somewhat _
~ Don't .
= Know
TU e
— .

Support for this policy was especially pronounced in northwest Ohio
and among males.

A 4 4
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THE ECONOMY

5 Ohioans’ economic concerns appear to be diminishing in conjunction

| with a new feeling of economic optimism. This optimism, while not

‘ enthusiastic, is an encouraging sign that Ohioans feel this period of economic
:' downturn appears to be over.

When asked to describe their local economic conditions, 39 percent of
respondents said their local area was experiencing an economic slowdown.

A Real Depression
6%

A Severe Recession
6%

Don't Know
5%

These numbers differ significantly from Werth Poll results taken just before
the election of 1992, a point in time which seemed to signal the low point in
Ohioans’ economic perceptions.

1994 Percent 1992 Percent
Responding Responding
Real Depression 6% 10%
Severe Recession 6% 13%
’ Recession 23% 33%
Slowdown 39% 32%
Not Much Effect Here 21% 9%
Don'’t Know 5% 3%

| A A 4
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One measure of economic well-being that was explored in an earlier
Werth Poll is the relation between job security and economic outlook. While
most respondents replied they were secure in their current jobs, nearly one in
four respondents said they felt some insecurity.

Female respondents and those in northwest Ohio were more likely to
feel insecure about their job outlook.
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EDUCATION

Education continues to be an important issue for Ohioans. In past
Werth Polls, as Ohioans’ concemns about the economy rose, those about
education correspondingly dropped. As seen in the opening section,
education issues continued as the third largest concern for Ohioans.

When asked, however, about funding primary and secondary

education in Ohio’s public schools, a majority of respondents (56 percent) felt
funding should increase

Percent Responding

More Funding 56%
Stay the Same 32%
Less Funding 3%
Don't Know 8%

On all education questions, consistently, older Ohioans did not support
increased funding.

Age Span Age Span Age Span
18-29 30-49 50+
More Funding 76% 63% 41%
Stay the Same 23% 27% 41%
Less Funding 0% 3% 5%
Don't Know 1% 7% 12%

Central Ohioans also were less likely to support increased funding (just
49 percent supported this) while those in southeast Ohio — where economic
concerns are greatest — supported increased funding by a much larger
margin than any other region in the state (65 percent).
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Respondents were then asked their opinions about two potential public
education funding options -- increases in the state income tax or increases in
the state sales tax. Neither option fared particulary well, although an
increase in the state income tax drew more support than an increase in the
sales tax.

Support an Increase In State [ncome

Jax to Fund Public Education Percent Responding
Yos 41%
No 59%

Support an Increase In State Sales Tax to

Fund Public Education Percent Responding
Yes 35%
No 65%
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HEALTH CARE

The issue of health care continues to be an important one in Ohio, yet
considering all of the national focus on the issue, Ohioans don’t seem to be
placing increased attention on health care issues. Only 12 percent of
respondents felt health care was a critical top-of-mind issue, ranking it fourth

among top concerns.

Concerns about health care issues increased with age. A full 17
percent of respondents over 50 (as compared to just eight percent of those
aged 18-29) felt health care is a critical issue facing Ohioans.

When respondents were asked to select the one change they would
make to improve the health care system, a plurality said controlling consumer
fraud and phony health insurance claims was most important.

Change

Work to Eliminate Consumer Fraud and
Phony Health Insurance Claims

Better Control of Hospital Charges

Better Control of Doctors’ Charges

Better Control InsurancePremium Prices

Better Control Lawyer Fees and Malpractice Suits

Have the Government Take Over the Health Care
System From the Private Sector

Don’t Know

Percent Responding

24%

17%

16%

16%

13%

8%

7%
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the issue quite differently.

Political party affiliation appears to be highly related to voters’ opinions
on the health care issue. Democrats, Republicans and Independents viewed

Change Percent of
Democrats
Responding

Work to EliminateConsumer
Fraud and Phony Health
Insurance Claims 21%

Better Control of Hospital
Charges 23%

Better Control of Doctors’
Charges 19%

Better Control Insurance
Premium Prices 19%

Better Control Lawyer Fees
and Malpractice Suits 4%

Have the Government Take
Over The Health Care System
From The Private Sector 10%

Don't Know 3%

Percent of
Republicans
Responding

24%

17%

13%

15%

21%

2%

8%

Percent of
Independents
Responding

28%

11%

17%

13%

13%

1%

7%
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POLITICAL RACES

1 Presidential R

If the election were held today, Ohioans would likely re-elect President
Bill Clinton over probable challengers Bob Dole and Ross Perot.

Percent Responding
Bill Clinton 41%
Bob Dole 25%
Ross Perot 16%
None of the Above 9%
Don't Know 8%

Clinton’s strength remains highest in the traditional Democratic
stronghold of northeast Ohio (half said they would vote to re-elect the
president) and was weakest in central and southwest Ohio.

Dole garnered relatively weak support among GOP voters, with just 57
percent of Republicans supporting him.

Percent of Percent of Percent of
Democrats Republicans Independents
Responding Responding  Responding
Bill Clinton 74% 13% 37%
Bob Dole 4% 57% 20%
. Ross Perot 14% 15% 21%
None of the Above 4% 11% 10%
Don't Know 4% 4% 11%
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Ross Perot's popularity remains at a consistent level in every poll since
before the 1992 election. There is no indication that his supporters are
deserting his candidacy. In fact, 67 percent of respondents who voted for
Ross Perot in 1992 said they would vote for him again if the election were

held today.
Voted for Voted for Voted for Did Not
Clinton In Bush in Perot In Vote in
1992 1992 1992 1992
Bill Clinton 76% 11% 15% 40%
Bob Dole 7% 62% 14% 2%
Ross Perot 4% 8% 67% 25%
None of the
Above 2% 15% 2% 19%
Don't Know 10% 4% 3% 13%

1994 U.S. Senate Race

In what may shape up to be one of the most hard-fought political
battles in Ohio in a number of years, it appears that Mike DeWine currently
has the best chance to beat likely Democratic nominee Joel Hyatt. In head-
to-head sample ballots against Hyatt,* DeWine is the only Republican
candidate with a clear-cut lead.

Percent Responding

Mike DeWine 44%
Joel Hyatt 34%
Other 4%
Don’t Know 17%

*Although Hyatt’s nomination is not secured, Poll limitations prevented asking
these run-off questions with additional candidates. Future Werth Polls will
address additional candidacies.

Vv
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= DeWine drew a surprising amount of support in northeast Ohio (52
percent), normally a Democratic stronghold, and was weakest in southeast
Ohio. Eighty-three percent of Republicans supported DeWine while just 62
percent of Democrats supported Hyatt.

In contrast, neither of the other two Republican candidates are leading
Hyatt in the polls. Bernadine Healy, a political newcomer in the state,
currently trails Hyatt by nine points.

Percent Responding

Bernadine Healy 31%
Joel Hyatt 40%
Other 5%
Don't Know 23%

Healy's strength remains consistent across most demographic groups

while, in this race, Hyatt appeals most to younger voters and those in
southeast Ohio.

State Senator Gene Watts’ strength remains in his home base of
central Ohio, where 41 percent of respondents supported him.

Percent Responding

Gene Watts 35%
Joel Hyatt 37%
Other 4%
Don't Know 23%

Hyatt generally runs strongest with younger voters and with those in
southeast Ohio — indicating that economic dissatisfaction may be a reason to
support him. His support among Democrats is relatively strong —
consistently drawing 62-68 percent of his party followers. To win the election,

Hyatt will have to begin to appeal to a large Independent block which remains
largely undecided.
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1994 Governor's R

George Voinovich appears to be dominating the race for Ohio
governor. With nearly 70 percent of Ohioans saying they would vote for him
Voinovich may be headed toward a landslide victory.

Percent Responding

George Voinovich 67%
Robert Burch 6%
Billy Inmon 3%
None of the Above 6%
Don’t Know 18%

Voinovich’s strength is consistent across all kinds of voters and
locales, but he is particularly strong among males, younger respondents and
residents of northeast Ohio. Seventy-one percent of all Independents
currently support the governor.

Burch is strongest in his home area of southeast Ohio, but just 12
percent of Democratic respondents said they would support him while a full
55 percent of Democrats said they would support Voinovich.
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WERTH RESEARCH

Since its founding in 1963, Paul Werth Associates has been
committed to achieving results for clients. The firm has attained a national

reputation for high-quality, winning approaches to communications
challenges.

In order to continually achieve those positive results, Werth believes
strongly in a proven formula for the professional practice of public relations.
That formula utilizes four components: research, planning, implementation
and evaluation.

The firm believes that any sound organizational planning must be
based on a body of credible research. Primary and secondary research —
ranging from on-line information retrieval and media content analysis to
focus group moderation and opinion surveys — are keys to developing
important strategic information and, ultimately, to success.

Having access to such information helps organizational leadership
stay ahead of the curve in today’s competitive and constantly changing
marketplace. It can help identify, track and target the public's top-of-mind

concerns, likes and dislikes, as well as distinguish trend lines on key
issues.

MORE INFORMATION AND CONTACTS

This summary reports on selected key findings of The Werth Poll,
which is conducted regularly throughout the year. If you would like to
receive additional information or suggest specific topics or issues for the
next poll, please contact Sandra Harbrecht, president; Thomas Sawyer,
executive vice president; or Jonathan Pierce, account executive, at
Paul Werth Associates at 614/224-8114 in Columbus or 202/416-1724 in
Washington.
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CAMPAIGN '94

POLITICS

Ohio Republicans Seize
Crime, Health Issues

Race to succeed Metzenbaum in Senate gives glimpse
of how Clinton’s legislative agenda is selling

KRON, Ohio — If anyone

can make health care a win-

ning issue at the polls this
vear, Dr, Bernadine Healy is betting
she's got the credentials to do so.
The debate over America’s heaith-
care system offers this former direc-
tor of the National Institutes of
Health a natural platform.

But if crime overshadows health
care in voters’ minds, then Lt. Gov.
Mike DeWine figures he has a dis-
tinct advantage:r seven years as a
prosecuting attorney.

Here in America’s Rust Belt,
voters need only listen to the din
around them to know that crime
and health care are on everyone'’s
mind and every candidate’s lips.

The battle to succeed Demo-
cratic Sen. Howard M. Metzen-
baum, who is retiring after three
full terms, offers a look at how Pres-
ident Clinton's ambitious legisiative
agenda is selling in this beilwether
ctate. The two Demoeratic candi-
dates support most of Clinton's ef-
forts. In faet, front-runner Joel Hy-
att has opted for a strategy that ties
his future directly with the president’s
efforts. (Sidebar, p. 560)

But while the Democrats are talk-
ing abou . crnime and health care, it is
the Republican candidates who are
making the most of these hot-button
1ssueg, They are test-marketing the
themes likely to be heard throughout
all the congressional races this year.
And who better to slug it out than a
doctor and a former prosecutor?

DeWine, the professed law-and-or-
der candidate, enters the May 3 GOP
primaries with an edge; by virtue of
sheer political longevity he has the
backing of some cf the party’s riost
loyal activists.

Healy is an articulate cardiologist
who must use her #1 million-plus cam-
paign treasury to introduce herself to

By Ceci Cannolly

c019_086_007_all_Alb.pdf
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Healy, right, gets advice from Terrence O'Donnell

at the Cuyahege GOP Lincoln Day Dinner.

the voters quickly.

Three other Republicans are run-
ning, although only state Sen. Gene
Watts presents anv real threat te the
two leaders. He, too, sees the impor-
tance of crime and health care. De-
spite his low profile and less than ob-
vious credentials, this former history
professor is unwiliing to cede either
issue to his opponents.

*1 tell voters, logk ar the record,
not the rhetoric,” says Watts, an in-
spiring  orator in  his  rolled-up

shirtsleeves.

The Crime Factor

In the 1980s, Republican politicians,
eager Lo display their love of the Second
Amendment, brandished weapons &t
campaigh appearances, toutiig their
knowledge of this handgun and that
hunting rifle. In today's environment,
GOP candidates talk about the gore

they personally have witnessed,

“I have seen it all,” DeWine
says. *'In the middle of the night I
have been at the scene of violent
crimes and witnessed the toll of
drug addiction.™

Healy says I'eWine is not alone in
experiencing crime’s effects; she of-
ten describes her early years training
in hospital emergency rooms.

But it is DeWine who has issued
an 1l-page “Program to Reduce
Crime in America.” He touts the
state laws he wrote in the 1980s and
his work overseeing state penal de-
partments as lieutenant governor.

*My crime proposal is the result
of 18 years of dealing with the is-
sue,” he says. “I wrote the drunk-
driving law, wrote the mandatory-
sentencing law. Ninety percent of
the cases I prosecuted were drug-
and aleohol-related,”

DeWine is a short man whose
monotone voice and low-key style
lack star qualitv. But his diligence,
modest roots and large., handsome
tamily have endeared him to many
Ohioans over the vears, As he works a
crowded room, offering a “How ya do-
ing?" to familiar faces, his wile, Fran,
distributes her latest cookbook, a 24-
pege booklet complete with family
photos and sketches by the DeWine
children.

Two years ago, DeWine ran against
Democratie Sen. John Glenn largely on
an anti-Washington. reformer theme.
Tkis year, the emergence of the crime
issue has enhanced his arsenal.

*“There i a feeling, wherever you
live, you're susceptibie to crime,” he
adds.

In the past, crime dominated only
big-city races. Today. even in states like
Ohio — with its large rural stretches —
the issue permeales every campaizn.

DeWine, who represented the
west-central Tth District for four
terms in the 1980¢ and served on the
House Judiviary Committee, calls the

oQ MARCTH | 4y 357
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Capitol Hill debate on erime *hot air.”

He supports “three strikes and
you're out” proposals that would sen-
tence violent criminals to life in jail
after a third serious offense, He is lob-
bying for alternative sentencing for
non-violent offenders and more pris-
ons for the most violent criminals. He
also wants more money spent on com-
munity policing and on substance-
abuse counseling for eriminals.

And DeWine faults the Clinton ad-
ministration for abandoning a Bush
administration program called Project
Triggerlock, in which
U.S. attornevs were in-
structed to make pros-
ecuting violent erimi-
nals & top priority.

Watts, whose father
was a police officer, takes
an even harsher attitude
toward convicted crimi-
nals. He savs he wrote
“three strikes and vou're
out" legislation in the
state Senate last year.
“It's simple to me: Lock
'em up, and keep ‘em
locked up.”

Sensitive to criti-
cism that she has not
been a registered Re-
publican and perhaps is
not as conservative as
some in the party would

http://dolearchives.ku.edu

tion. “It’s gorl ol 'sad there is 1ot one
physician in the Senate.”

Healy, known at the NIH for her
shoot-from-the-hip  judgments, is
projecting a different image on the
campaign trail. Traveling across the
state in an RV for five weeks, the thin
blonde woman always campaigns in
conservative suit and heels, rezardless
of the snow and sleet.

Ever since Clinton thrust health
care onto political center stage, the
GOP has been grappling with its role
in the debate. On Capitol Hill, Repub-
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This is where Healy asserts she has
an advantage.

Although she has vet to release a
detailed propesal, Healy advecates
more ineremental changes than Clin-
ton envisions. She wants to streamline
administrative procedures and pass
laws prohibiting insurers from deny-
ing coverage to any American who
wants it. While Clinton calls for new
quasi-governmental health alliances to
act as buying brokers for consumers,
Healy simply wants voluntary pur-
chasing cooperatives.

Like manyv Republi-
cans, Healy supports
more tax deductions fer
health benefits and
would like to create
medical “IRA"” accounts
that enable people to
prioritize thzir own
health-care  spending.
When pressed. Healy
acknowledges that she
would prefer an individ-
ual mandate requiring
every American to have
some sort of health cov-
erage. That position
places her to the left of
many Republicans in
Congress.

To a group of steel
plant workers in
ceoiconNoLy | Youngstown, she warns:

like, Healy tells mem- DeWine, standing, presses a point, while his wife, Fran, waits tohand cutthe A company like

bers of the Trumbull

County GOP that she

has joined “the growing bandwagon of
getting tougher on criminals.”

Healy describes a recent tour she
took of a municipal jail where inmates
watched television and played cards.

“Don’t they do any work?” she
asked, learning that the men and
women cleaned their rooms. “Well, my
daughter does more than that for her
keep.”

She endorses capital punishment
for such crimes as murder, drug traf-
ficking and treason. And Healy con-
tends that the issues of crime and
kealth care are interconnected, noting,
tor example, that drug addliction often
leads to violent crimes.

Health-Care Concerns

While Healy has not vielded the
erime issue, sheis selling herself as the
health-care authority,

“The government need: to have
peaple who have something other than
a law degree.” savs Healy, who has run
resgarch institutes and served as pres-

the Americah Heart Assncia
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family cookbook.

licans are deliberating over declaring
outright war on Clinton’s proposai or
striking a more conciliatory tone.
(Health eare, p. 550)

The party agrees on one thing:
highlight the wealuifesses of the Clin-
ton bill. And that strategy is extending
to the campaign trail.

“The Clinton plan is dangerous,
destructive and, worst of all, decep-
tive,”* Healy tells the Cuyahoza
County (Cleveland) Republicans and
other audiences along her bus tour.
“The only crisis is a cricis of confu-
sion,”

The arguments azainst Clinton's
bill have made an imipression on Ohio
voters. “I don't think we need anather
big federal bureaucracy to provide
health care." says Chagrin Falls resi-
dent Bill Djer, voicing the concerns of
many. Dhioans wary of politicians si)-
lutions. (Chagrin Falls, p. 538)

Bur the challenge [or Republivans,
bith in Washington and on the stump,
will heartieulitting whist chanees they
o support

COMPCO will lose a

great deal because vou
already have good coverage. You have
a great stake in this.”

The philosophy of incremental

change has 118 risks, a8 Healy is learn-
ing.
*What ahout the other 37 million
people who:don't have health care?”
wonders Jack Grescck, union presi-
denu at the plant,

DeWine, who also has no detailed
health-care plan, telis audiences that
"80: percent of the people are reason-
abi= happy” with their current health
care.

The problems’ in Amierica’s health-
care system can be solved “without
taking one-seventh of the economy
and tirrning it over 1o the federal gov-
ernment,” hesays, attacking Clinton’s
plan.

Dialogue at Dinner
In February, Lincoln Day dinners
are a staple of any GOP camnai
John Young, a former oty coun-

cilor from Fairview Farkatl the Cuvs
higa Clountyevent Feb. 25, savs mam
{3 NN : 154
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voters are attracted to Healy because
she is a {resh face who speaks eredibly
on health care. But he predicts
DeWine has won over many at the
dinner because he is a known quantity
whe has been loyal to the party.

Al the Akron dinner, where more
than B00 Republicans have turned out
to meet the candidates, Peter M.
Kostoff. the mayor of Fairlawn, says
he “came out early for Mike DeWine
because he's paid his dues. People re-
spect hard work and family values;
he’s eerned this opportunity.”

DeWine invokes history as evi-
dence he is poised to win this vear.
Ohivans often reject candidates on
their first statewide run, only to send
them to office in the second attempt,
Both Sens. Glenn and Metzenbaum
failed in early hids.

“Tt takes a long time to get to know
Ohio and a leng time for the voters to
get comfortable with a candidate,”
says DeWine, who bases his appeal on
his experience as an elected official.

*Qhioans are ready for change and
willing to look at atypical candidates,”
Healy counters. “Let’s give some out-
siders a chance to get into this club
end show what a difference perspec-
tive makes.”

Despite her claims of being an out-
sider, Healy invokes the name of Reagan
often and touts her tenure as his deputy
director of science policy as evidence she
is well-versed on other issues. With top
security clearance in those days, Healy
says she learned a wealth about defense,
technology and foreign policy issues.

No matter what topic he is discuss-
ing, DeWine siesses local control.
“Washington just has to back off and
allow states to solve their problems.”

Anc finally, abortion presen: one of
the sharpest contrasts between the two
leading GOP contenders, Healy sup-
ports abortion rights; DeWine does not.

By the end of the Cuyahoga
County dinner, even the candidates
are weary. Their eight-minute
speeches fall flat, prompting scattered
applause at awkward moments. Then
Watts, perhaps liberated by his dis-
tant third-place standing, grabs the
microphone, prances across the stage
and reminds them why they are there.

1 bring vou good news. Joel Hyatt,
that advertising lawver, that son-in-
faw of Howard Metzenbaum, is not
ing Lo be the next Ohie senator. ...
And vou lsave my word on it,” he savs,

neling Hyvant's well-known legal ads.
“We need an Ohio senator who can
look Bill Clinton i the eye and say,
'Now 1 doesn't plav in/Ohio.”™ o
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PENNSYLVANIA

3 Open House Seats
Draw 25 Hopefuls

Pennsylvanians, who sent five new
House members to Washington in
1992, are guaranteed at least three
fresh faces for the 104th Congress.

Democratic Sen. Harris Wofford es-
caped a primary challenge as filing closed
March 1, but he could face a tough road to
re-election, And the hotly contested race
to replace Democratic Gov. Robert P,
Casey has drawn 12 contenders,

In the Senate race, Wofford's close
ties to President Clinton and his rela-
tively low profile at home have made
him vulnerable. He also could be hurt
if he is unable to capitalize on the
health-care issue, which helped him
get elected in 1981.

Eighteenth District Rep. Rick
Santorum will take on Joe Watkins, a
black Philadelphia minister, in the GOP
primary, aiming to take out Wofford.

In the House races, the three open
seats drew 25 candidates. And five in-
cumbents — including two established
Philadelphia Democrats — face chal-
lenges in the May 10 primary.

Seven House Democrats and six
Republicans escaped primary chal-
lenges. And three of those — GOP
Reps. George W. Gekas, Bud Shuster
and Bill Goodling — face no major-
party general-election challenger.

In the heavily Republican 13th Dis-

By Jennifer Babson
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trict, five Republicans are competing
for the chance to run against freshman
Democrat Marjorie Margolies-Mezvin-
sky. who has taken a beating at home
over her flip-flop on the Clinton budget,

Seven Democrats and four Repub-
lice s have lined up for a chance to
capuure Santorum’s seat. Redistricting
gave Democrats a registration edge.

GOP Rep. Tom Ridge's decision to
run for governor gives Democrats an
opportunity to retake the 21st District,
an area known for its weathervane politi-
cal tendencies. Six Democrats and two
Republicans occupy the wide-open field.

The open 20th District — now held
by Democratic Rep. Austin J. Mur-
phy, who is retiring — is likely to re-
main in the Democratic fold. Four
Democrats and two Republicans filed,

In the Philadelphia area, Demo-
cratic Reps. Thomas M. Foglietta and
Lucien E. Blackwsll will be defending
their black majority districts against
African-American challengers.

In Foglietta’s 1st District, former
television newscaster Harvey Clark
and lesser-known former mayoral can-
didate Dennis Wesley have joined the
incumbent in the primary.

In the 2nd District, state Sen.
Chaka Fattah poses a serious primary
challenge to Blackwell. An energetic
and well-known Jceal politician,
Fattah may have difficulty matching
Blackwell’s fundraising firepower.

And for the race to the governor’s
mansion, seven Democrats, including Lt.
Gov. Mark S. Singel and 1992 Senate
nominee Lynn Yezkel, have filed. Five
Republicans — including Ridge — are
also on the ballot. B

FLORIDA

Rodham Taking On
Tough Foe in Mack

Hugh Rodham’s bid for the Demoa-
cratic Senate nomination in Florida
got off to a shaky start after he ac-
knowledged that he had not registered
to vote until 1991, when he was “ener-
gized™ by a field of Democratic presi-
dential candidates that included his
brother-in<law, Bill Clinton.

That means Rodham, a Miami law-
ver and 13-vear resident of Dade
County. did not vote against the man he
is trying Lo unseat; freshman GOP Sen.
Comnie Mack. Mack, who has more Lhan
s2 million i his camipaizn treasury; is

considered a potent foe.

Rodham is the best-known Demo-
crat to have filed for the Sept. 6 primary.
but Miami lawyer Elliz Rubin also may
seek the nomination. Major-partv candi-
dates have until May 13 to file. ]

CORRECTIONS

Special Report. Weeklv Report,
p. 401, col. 1, third paragraph. Repub-
lican Gov. Kirk Fordice of Mississippi
will be up for re-election in 1995, not
1994, Page 388, col. 2, box. GOP Gov.
Pete Wilson of C.lifarnia was incor-
rectly identified as a Democrat. Page

396, col. 1, box. Democratic Sen. Tom
Harkin of Towa was inocorreetly identi-
fied as a Republican. °
€Q  MARCI M — A
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Hyatt: Running With Clinton

LEVELAND — He has

compared himself to Abra-
ham Lincoln. Many Ohioans
simply call him Metzenbaum
Lite. But on the stump, he is
vintage Clinton.

Joel Hyatt hasn’t quite
mastered Bill Clinton’s “I feel
your pain” empathetic style,
but he is embracing the Demo-
cratic president in an election
vear in which that could be a
liability.

With  historical trends
working against Democrats in
1994 and a president who was elected with a scant 43
percent, it is a strategy few others seem to be risking.
Yet this Democratic candidate has appropriated the
Clinton administration’s agenda, its campaign rhetoric
and even the president’s ace image-maker, Mandy
Grunwald.

If Hyatt lands in the Senate next year, it will be a
strong vote of confidence for Clinton, as well as a testa-
ment to the power of Howard M. Metzenbaum, the
retiring Democratic senator who also is Hyatt’s father-
in-law.

“I would love to have the Clintons campaign for me,”
says Hyatt, who is best-known so far for the low-priced
law firm bearing his name. He also has earned some
notoriety from the movie “Philadelphia,” which is loose-
ly patterned after the story of a man suffering from
AIDS who was fired by Hvatt Legal Services.

Pyatt has several hurdles before him. Cuyahoga
County Commissioner Mary Boyle is mounting a spir-
itedd primary fight, despite Metzenbaum's efforts to
clear the way for a family seat in the U.S. Senate.

Boyle, sorely lacking in name identification and
money, is nevertheless a dogged opponent with proven
vote-getting ability in the heavily Demoecratic Cleveland
area.

If conventional wisdom holds and Hyatt secures the
Democratic nomination May 3, he then will face one of
three Republican contenders, any of whom promises to
be a threat in this conservative state where popular
GOP Gov. George V. Voinovich is on the ballot again.

At Case Western Reserve Law School on Feb. 26,
Hyatt made a case for overhauling America's health-
care system that closely mirrored Clinton’s pitch.
Standing behind a lectern, the tall lawver/entrepreneur
with dark, immovable hair detailed a litany of keyv
health-care principles he supports. And just as the pres-
ident is not wedded to every facet of his overhaul hill,
Hyvatt is willing to negotiate the details.

Hyatt wants every American covered; he wants cost
savings, simplicity, doctor choice and a comprehensive
benefits package that emphasizes prevention. The insur-
ance companies, he said, “are the real culprits in the
current health-care system.”

And Hyatt appears to be one of the few business

Hyatt, left, is running as a candidate of “change,”
while Boyle is stressing her experience.

cutives around today who

& k warmly of Clinton’s
“employer mandate,” which
= - &

al extension of the current
system. Hyatt has reservations
about Clinton's quasi-govern-
mental health alliances, but
most Democrats in Washing-
ton, including Clinton, expect
those to be scaled back.

It isn’t just health care.
Hyatt wants to “reinvent”
government and the welfare system. He likes “three
strikes and you’re out” anti-crime legislation, as well as
strict gun control laws and more after-school programs
for children.

Hyatt is emphasizing the importance of “change”
and his vantage point from outside the system. *No one
can compete with me on the outsider tag,” he says.

Boyle Stresses Experience

With 15 years of public service on her résumé, Boyle
has little desire to arm-wrestle Hyatt for the outsider
label. The short, gray-haired mother of four is running
on her record, noting that she is one of three commis-
sioners representing 1.4 million people and overseeinz a
$750 million budget — a budget larger than those of 13
states, including Arkansas, she points out.

“I don’t think the Senate is any place for on-the-job
training,” she says.

Although Boyle is generally supportive of Clinton’s
agenda and praises his victory, she is hardly running
with him.

“l was addressing health-care before Bill Clinton
became president,” she said in characteristic rapid-fire
delivery. “We want the federal government to under-
stand [local governments] are already buymg insurance
and health eare with tax dollars. Please don’t add more
taxes onto our constituents.”

She complains about unfunded requirements passed
down from Washington and stresses the need for local
solutions to crime and drug problems. And, as is often
the case, Boyle drives home her experience by referring
to county issues, buildings and programs as her own.
“The fight against drugs has gone off the front page,”
she says. “But it has not gone out of my jails.”

Boyle, who is on a tight budget, buys 30-minute slots
on cable television for informal town meetings. Standing
in a red blazer before a group of about 40 Youngstown
residents, she offers herself as the candidate best-suited
to replace Metzenbaum.

Once she wins the primary, she predicts, Ohio Demo-
crats will sayr “This is a woman with gualifications, this
is a woman with experience, this is a woman who will
fight for Ohio.”

—Ceci Connolly

Shdl

— AR (]
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CONFIDENTIAL MEMO
with talking points

Fifth District Lincoln Day Dinner
Saturday, March 12, 1994

The following information is relevant to your visit to Ohio:

Fundraising Reception and Lincoln Day Dinner:

* The Gillmor fundraising reception will be hosted by
Ashel and Dorothy Bryan. The Byrans are longtime
Gillmor contributors, and Mr. Byran is a retired
banker. Republican chairmen and Chairwomen have
been given complementary tickets to the event.
Expected attendance: 150-175.

* The Fifth District Lincoln Day Dinner is
traditionally the largest annual Republican Dinner
in ohio. The event is sold out again this year,
with expected attendance of 1,100. Tickets sold
nuch faster this year than in the past, indicating
much enthusiasm for Senator Dole. Previous
speakers have included: former Secretary Dick
Cheney (1993), Secretary Madigan (1992), Senator
Thad Cochran (1991), and Congressman Bob Michel
(1990) .

Political friction:

* Some friction worth knowing about: Mr. Gillmor
succeeded Congressman Delbert Latta, who retired
after 15 terms in the House. Mr. Gillmor defeated
Mr. Latta’s son, Bob Latta, in the 1988 Republican
primary by 27 votes. Mr., Gillmor won in the 1988
general election with 60%+ of the vote, without
Congressman Latta‘s support. In fact, there were
news stories in the fall election with headlines
nTatta refuses to back Gillmor." Some people
believe there is still a "Gillmor-Latta feud," but
as far as Mr. Gillmor is concerned, there is no
feud and he continues to treat Mr. Latta with
respact.

Gillmor background:

* Mr. Gillmor served in the Ohio Senate for 22 years
prior to his election to Congress. He served as
Republican Leader from 1978-1988, serving as Senate
President (Majority Leader) for six years.

P
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* When Mr. Gillmor became Republican Leader in the
Ohio Senate, only 12 of 33 seats were Republican.
When he left the Senate in 1988, the Republicans
held 19 of 33 seats. The Senate is still under
Republican control today.

* Mr. Gillmor’s wife, Karen Gillmor, was elected to
the Ohio Senate in 1992, She will stand for
re-election in 1996. The Gillmors had a baby boy
in May, 1992, named Paul Michael. Mr. Gillmor has
two daughters from a previous marriage.

* Mr. Gillmor’s name is often mentioned as a possible
statewide candidate, usually Governor or U.S.
Senator.

5th Congressional District:

* The 5th District is a conservative, predominantly
rural area. It includes 14 counties, stretching
from the Indiana stateline on the west to the
outskirts of Cleveland on the east.

1994 Gillmor Re-election Race:

* Congressman Gillmor is opposed by Democrat Jarrod
Tudor, a 24 year old first-year law student at the
University of Toledo. Tudor is from Columbus,
lives in Toledo, and has never lived in the
district.

Ohio Political Climate:

* A recent poll indicates that the top concern among
Ohicans today is crime (44%). Other top concerns
included: the economy (28%), education (15%),
health care (12%), drugs (7%), the environment
{5%), taxes (4%) and welfare (4%).

* While crime is viewed as a serious national
problem, only 15% rated crime as "extremely
serious” in their local area. 33% said the crime
problem was "not at all serious" or "Not very
serious" at the local level.

#* When asked to list "the cause most responsible for
for the rise in violence and crime," 28% felt drugs
were the top cause, while 27% said it was a "loss
in family values or the breakdown of the family."

* Concern about health care has remained stable at
14% since before the 1992 election. Moreover, only
8% currently support a government take over of the
health care system in the private sector, a
considerable decrease from previous polls.
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Other Chioc Races:

* PRESIDENT - According to a poll conducted by Paul
Werth & Associates, Clinton would defeat Dole in
Ohio by a 41% to 25% margin if the election were
held today. Perot would get 16%, none of the above
9% and 8% did nol know.

* U.S. SENATE - If the vote were held today, Mike
DeWine would defeat likely democratic nominee Joel
Hyatt 44% to 34%. The other two Republican
candidates trail Hyatt. However, it is a spirited
primary and many people do not believe that DeWine
is a lock to win the primary. While DeWine leads
in the polls tcday, there 1s the possibility that
it could become a close race between DeWine and
Bernadine Healy.

* GOVERNOR - According to a recently released Ohio

poll conducted by the University of Cincinnati,
incumbent Republican Governor George Voinovich

currently leads his Democrat opponent by 32 points.
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OHIO

Filing date: Feb. 17

Primary date: May 3

Incumbent: OPEN (Metzenbaum (D) Retiring)

Mike DeWine '92 Senate
nominee/LG
Bernadine P. Healy Ex-NIH director NIH probs with

racism? pro-choice;
registered I?;
contribution to
Rep. Oakar?

Millie Howard

George Rhodes Businessman

Eugene Watts State Senator

Ralph A. Applegate

Mary Boyle Cuyahoga Co.
Commiss.

Joel Hyatt Legal Serv. $800, 000+ war chest
entrepre. son-in- Problem- fired atty
law of Metzenbaum with AIDS
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OHIO

Filing date: Feb. 17

Primary date: May 3

Incumbent: George Voinovich (R) (running mate: Nancy

Putnam Hollister)

Robert Burch State Sen. Running mate: Peter

L. Jones
Peter M. Schuller Running mate: Paul
Myers
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OHIO

Status of Incumbent: Gov. Voinovich (R) is eligible to seek reelection
Filing Date: March 9
Primary Election: MAY 3

POTENTIAL CANDIDATES

REPUBLICANS DEMOCRATS

George Voinovich, incumbent Lee Fisher, Attorney General
Jane Campbell, State Rep.
Mary Boyle, Cuyahoga Cty. Cmr.
Mary Ellen Withrow, Treasurer
Dick Celeste, fmr, Governor
Dennis Eckart, fmr, Congressman
Tom Ferguson, State Auditor
Robert Burch, State Senator

Early Line

Governor George Voinevich has not been afraid 1o take the ax to the stae budget.
Most obeservers agree the economy will be the telltale as to how Voinovich's
popularity holds up with voters, He's likely to seek reelection, and is pursuing an
aggressive fundraising plan,

A number of Democrats may consider the race. Attorney General Lee Fisher and
former congressman Dennis Eckart are at the top of most lists. State Treasurer May
Ellen Withrow and state auditor Tom Ferguson hold state wide office, but are not
considered to be particularly dynamic,

her id J
US Sen
Lt. Gov.
Sec, State
Atty Gen
Treasurer
Auditor
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HOTLINE 2/25/94

*7 OHIO: OHIOANS CALL CRIME MOST SERIOUS ISSUE

In a press conference, LG Mike DeWine (R) said the Justice
Dept. "should target violent offenders" and the federal gov't
should double the "money spent on fighting crime to $28 billion,
from $14 billion." But DeWine "isn't alone in talking tough
about crime." Bush NIH Dir. Bernadine Healy (R) and state Sen.
Gene Watts (R) "also preached the need for tougher sentences,
particularly for repeat offenders" at the 2/21 GOP debate at
Bowling Green Univ. (Riskind, COLUMBUS DISPATCH, 2/23).
Cleveland PLAIN DEALER's Sharkey writes, "Led by Clinton, 'three
strikes and you're out' has become as much a political slogan
this year as a 'chicken in every pot' was during the Depression."

Healy "says she would prefer 'two strikes and you're out,' which
is supposed to make her sound even tougher than Clinton" (2/20).
A just-released poll of Ohioans by Columbus-based Paul Werth
Assocs. showed that crime (44%) is residents' number one concern,
easily outdistancing the economy (28%), education (15%) and
health care (12%).

WHAT ABOUT THE CANDIDATES: The Werth Poll, conducted 2/94,
surveyed 500 adults; margin of error +/- 4%. It tested legal
entrepreneur Joel Hyatt (D) against the GOP field but did not
test Hyatt's Dem rival, Cuyahoga Co. Commis. Mary Boyle (Werth
release, 2/23):

DeWine 44% Hyatt 40% Hyatt 37%

Hyatt 34 Healy 31 Watts 35

FREE ADVICE: TOLEDO BIADE's Hallett shares some advice for
the candidates. TO HEALY: "Your out-of-state handlers have
misinterpreted the Republican primary as a referendum of
ultraconservatives. By allowing yourself to be cast as one of
them, you risk being perceived as just another cynical

politician." TO HYATT: "Stop running from your famous father-in-
law. ... Metzenbaum is an ace-in-the-hole that people expect you
to play." TO DeWINE: "Enough already with the polls. ... What

your polls actually illustrate is a campaign that's having
trouble raising money and catching fire with Republicans." TO
WATTS: "Hang it up. The honoraria scandal killed your long-shot
chance for the GOP nomination." TO BOYLE, on her campaign's
attempt to link Hyatt to the movie "Philadelphia": "In the long
run, politicizing the issue could appear even more insensitive
than Mr. Hyatt's original mistake" (2/20). Also running:
Businessman George Rhodes (R). Primary 5/3.
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HOTLINE 2/18/94

*3 OHIO: DeWINE SAYS HEALY HIRED "CONTROVERSIAL" GOP OPERATIVE

Ex-NIH Dir. Bernadine Healy (R) "provoked" LG Mike DeWine
(R), by hiring GOP consultant Gary Maloney, a "well-traveled
Republican opposition research specialist." DeWine: "For someone
who claims to 'not be a member of the club' she sure has managed
time and again to hire the nastiest elements our party has to
offer." DeWine spokesperson Barry Bennett said their campaign
"also has consultants performing opposition research" but he
added, "I would not hire anyone as sleazy as this guy." Healy
spokesperson Ray Sullivan said Maloney is "seeking nothing more
than public documents" pertaining to DeWine's tenure as LG,
specifically "records of DeWine's office telephone calls."
Sullivan "dismissed DeWine's complaints": "This is another
example of the DeWine camp's panic and paranoia" (Luttner,
Cleveland PLAIN DEALER, 2/17). Bennett said Healy's camp "has
asked for some things not considered public record, including
DeWine's home phone records." Sullivan said they requested "only
public records" (Riskind, COLUMBUS DISPATCH, 2/17).

HE SAID: According to a DeWine release, which included
press clips of many of Maloney's travels, Maloney "has been
criticized for his role in spreading unsubstantiated sleaze" in
past GOP campaigns. DeWine: "Healy may claim to be an outsider,
but apparently during her tenure in Washington she made quite a
few of the wrong kind of friends (2/16).

SHE SAID: 1In a Healy release, Maloney is described as "a
top Republican researcher" and that "hiring such researchers is
common practice in campaigns": "DeWine is trying to deflect
attention from his record in state office, and away from his
refusal to comply with Ohio Sunshine laws to make public certain
records from his state office." Sullivan says, "Earlier this
week they refused to debate at Bowling Green State University
claiming the College Republicans there were out to ridicule Mr.
DeWine. It's surprising that a professional politician of Mr.
DeWine's tenure should be so wary of public debates and public
records disclosure" (2/16). DeWine indicated in a 2/17 release
that he will participate after all in the Bowling Green debate
along with Healy and state Sen. Gene Watts (R).

TAKE A CHAIR: Cuyahoga Co. Commis. Mary Boyle (D) announced
that William Brown will chair her campaign. Brown, who served as
OH AG from '71-'83, said "he would stump for Boyle, help raise
money, offer advice and be 'an all-round all-purpose Svengali."
Ex-OH Dem Chair James Ruvolo said Brown's endorsement "'sends an
interesting signal' because he and Boyle are not ideological
soulmates. Boyle generally is seen as a liberal, Brown as a
moderate to conservative" (Frolik, PLAIN DEALER, 2/17). Brown:
"Of all the candidates running, Mary Boyle is the best for the
country" (Boyle release, 2/16). Other: Legal entrepreneur Joel
Hyatt (D). Filing deadline was 2/17. Primary 5/3.
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Robert T. Bennett
Chairman

Present
Chairman, Republican State Central and Executive Committee,

http://dolearchives.ku.edu

elected - February 16, 1988

Member, Ohio Republican Party, 1974 -
Certified Public Accountant, 1963 -
Attorney at Law, 1967 -

Previous
Executive Vice Chairman, Cuyahoga County Republican Party,

1974 - 1988

Chairman, Republican Judicial Campaign for State Supreme

Court, 1984

Co-Chairman, Rair and Impartial Redistricting Campaign, 1980
Campaign Manager, Ralph Perk for U.S. Senate, 1974
Campaign Manager, Ralph Perk for Cleveland Mayor, 1965,

1969, 1971, 1973

Campaign Director, Robert Taft for U.S. Senate, 1970
Partner, Bennett and Harbarger, 1978 - 1989

RNC Activity
Delegate, Republican National Convention, 1976, 1984, 1988,

1992

Chairman, RNC Midwestern State Chairmen’s Association,

1991 -

Member, RNC Executive Council, 1991 -
Member, RNC Rules Committee, 1989 -

Personal

Spouse: Ruth Ann

Children: Two (cont.)
113 9/93
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OHIO

Michael F. Colley
National Committeeman

Present

National Committeeman, Ohio, elected - August 16, 1988

Member, Franklin County Executive Committee, 1966 -

Chairman, Franklin County Republican Executive Committee,
1978 -

Michael Colley Company, L.P.A., 1977 -

Previous

Assistant City Attorney, 1962 - 1964

Special Counsel, Attorney General Saxbe, 1963 - 1964

Partner, Tyack, Scott, and Colley, 1964 - 1977

President, Capital City Young Republican Club, 1967

Chairman, Franklin County Republican Search and Screening
Committee, 1974 - 1978

Chairman, FAIR Constitutional Amendment Committee

Chairman, Republican Supreme Court Search and Screening
Committee, 1982, 1984, 1986

Campaign Chairman / Director for 17 national, state and local
campaigns

Chairman, Ohio State Republican Party, 1982 - 1988

RNC Activity

Member, RNC Legal Affairs Advisory Committee, 1977 -

Member, RNC Rules Committee, 1985

Member, Committee on Call, Republican National Convention,
1992

Member, Committee on Contests, Republican National
Convention, 1992

(cont.)

112 9/93
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REP. PAUL GILIMOR
o) Rep. Gillmor was unopposed in 1992.

o A 24 year old law student who just moved into the district has
filed as a Democrat.

o Independents can file up to the primary date, May 3. While
the Perot vote was high in this district, 25%, Rep. Gillmor is
popular with this segment and does not feel that he will have
an Independent opponent.

OHIO LEGISLATURE

o The Ohio Senate is controlled by the Republicans -- 20 to 13.

(e} The Ohio House is controlled by the Dems by four votes.
Republicans have an excellent shot at taking the House this
year.

LINCOLN DAY DINNER

There are two Lincoln Day events on Saturday. All of the U.S.
Senate and Gubernatorial candidates had already committed to the
other event. However, they are all invited and it is felt that
they will get to your event ASAP mainly because of the big draw it
has. Expect to see all candidates.
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