
LITTLE MORE HANDS-ON 

EXPERIENCE ... 

THAT ASIDE, THERE ARE A 

NUMBER OF REASONS WHY I AM 

ESPECIALLY PLEASED TO 

RECEIVE THIS AWARD. 

ONE IS BECAUSE MY WIFE 

RECEIVED THIS AWARD SEVERAL 

YEARS AGO, AND SHE'S BEEN 

REMINDING ME OF IT EVER 

4 
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SINCE. SHE WANTED TO BE 

HERE THIS EVENING, BUT SHE'S 

THE ONE DOLE WHO GOT TO BE 

PRESIDENT OF SOMETHING, AND 

SHE'S IN CALIFORNIA ON RED 

CROSS BUSINESS. 

AND l'M ALSO PROUD TO BE 

HERE BECAUSE THIS CENTER 

AROSE FROM AN IDEA FIRST 

PROPOSED BY DWIGHT 

5 
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EISENHOWER, A KANSAS NATIVE 

WHO WAS A HERO TO ME, AS HE 

WAS TO MANY OF MY 

GENERATION. 

AND THE TRIP I MADE AS A 

NEWLY-SWORN IN 

CONGRESSMAN TO MEET
11
IKE.

1 
IN 

THE OVAL OFFICE JUST DAYS 

BEFORE HE LEFT THE WHITE 

HOUSE, IS A DAY THAT I WILL 

6 
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ALWAYS REMEMBER. 

AND OVER THE YEARS THAT 

HAVE FOLLOWED, I HAVE HAD 

THE PRIVILEGE OF WORKING 

WITH THE EIGHT MEN WHO HAVE 

FOLLOWED IN IKE'S FOOTSTEPS. 

SOME I HAVE KNOWN BETTER 

THAN OTHERS. SOME WERE 

DEMOCRATS AND SOME WERE 

REPUBLICANS. SOME 
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REGARDED ME AS AN ALLY. 

AND SOME PROBABLY 

REGARDED ME AS AN 

ADVERSARY. 

BUT WHATEVER THE CASE, I 

HAVE ALWAYS OPERATED ON 

THE BELIEF THAT AMERICA CAN 

ONLY HAVE ONE PRESIDENT AT 

A TIME. REGARDLESS OF 

PARTY, REGARDLESS OF 
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POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY, I 

WANTED EVERY PRESIDENT TO 

SUCCEED. BECAUSE IF THE 

PRESIDENT SUCCEEDS, THEN 

AMERICA SUCCEEDS. 

BUT I ALSO HAPPEN TO 

BELIEVE THAT GEORGE 

WASHINGTON, JOHN ADAMS, 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, AND THE 

REST OF OUR FOREFATHERS 
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WERE ABSOLUTELY RIGHT WHEY 

THEY CREATED A DEMOCRACY, 

AND NOT A MONARCHY. 

AND I HAPPEN TO BELIEVE IN 

THE WORDS OF DWIGHT 

EISENHOWER, WHO SAID, AND I 

QUOTE: 11THIS IDEA THAT ALL 

WISDOM IS IN THE PRESIDENT 

(IS) BALONEY ... NO ONE HAS A 

10 
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MONOPOLY ON THE ... FACTS 

THAT AFFECT THIS COUNTRY. 11 

AS MANY OF YOU KNOW, WE 

BEGAN A LITTLE DEBATE ON THE 

SENATE FLOOR TODAY. AND 

IT'S OVER AN ISSUE ON WHICH 

PRESIDENT CLINTON AND I 

HAPPEN TO DISAGREE. 

BUT NEXT WEEK, WE MAY BE 

DISCUSSING N.A.F.T.A .... OR AID 
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TO RUSSIA ... OR ANOTHER ISSUE 

ON WHICH THE PRESIDENT AND 

I SEE EYE-TO-EYE. THAT'S THE 

NATURE OF OUR SYSTEM. 

THAT'S THE NATURE OF 

DEMOCRACY. 

BEFORE I CONCLUDE, I WANT 

TO MENTION THAT I THINK 

EVERY PRESIDENT I HAVE 

KNOWN WOULD AGREE 

12 
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TO: Senator 
FR: Kerry 

RE: Center for 
Wednesday, 

Study of the Presidency 
23 1993 

*Attached is the agenda and some draft acceptance remarks 
for tomorrow night's dinner. 

*They are hoping for 3-5 minutes of remarks. 

*Estimated attendance is 750. President Clinton is still a 
possibility. If he does show up, it will be late, and his 
remarks will be after the award recipients' 
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