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Our Governor 
Governor George Speaker Mickelson was a loving son, brother, husband, 

and father to his family and a caring friend to all who met him. Inspired by 
his parents, George Speaker Mickelson dedicated his life to his family and the 
people of South Dakota. 

He was born on January 31, 1941 , in Mobridge, the youngest of George 
T. and Madge Mickefson's four children. He was a graduate of Sioux Falls 
Washington High School. After earning a Business Administration degree in 1963 
and a Juris Doctorate in 1965 from the University of South Dakota, George 
joined the United States Army and proudly served his country in Vietnam. 
Captain Mickelson was honorably discharged after two years of service. On August 
10, 1963, he married LindaJane McCahren at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

In 1967, he returned to South Dakota to work as a special prosecutor 
in the Office of the Attorney General. In 1968, he and his family moved to 
Brookings where he entered private law practice and became active as a community 
leader. 

In 1970, he was elected to the first of two terms as Brookings County 
States Attorney. From 1975 to 1980, he served in the South Dakota House 
of Representatives. George was elected Speaker Pro Tempore of the House for 
the 1977 and 1978 sessions and Speaker of the House for the 1979 and 1980 
sessions. He served on the taxation, judiciary, state affairs, and intergovernmental 
cooperation committees and also on the Legislative Research Council's executive 
board. Representative George Mickelson chaired the special committee on personal 
property tax replacement that was a driving force in eliminating all personal 
property taxes in South Dakota in 1978. 

George Mickelson won primary and general election victories in 1986 to 
become South Dakota's twenty-eighth Governor. Governor Mickelson took the 
oath of office on January 10, 1987, exactly forty years after his father had 
become the state's eighteenth Governor. He was re-elected in 1990 for a second 
term. 

As Governor, George Mickelson always looked for opportunities to make 
South Dakota a better place to live. He paved the way for the state's Revolving 
Economic Development and Initiative Fund, a year-long State Centennial 
Celebration, landmark environmental legislation, education and health care reform, 
water development and a statewide reconciliation program that will continue 
for the next century. 

Governor Mickelson was serving as co-chairman of the National Governors' 
Association's Task Force on Health Care and was a former chairman of the 
Western Governors' Association. 

In all of his actions, Governor Mickelson emphasized creating new prosperity 
through caring for others, problem-solving, and building a better future for South 
Dakota's next generations. 

Governor George S. Mickelson was always an enthusiastic optimist about 
South Dakota's future . He believed that problems could be turned into 
opportunities and that hard work would make South Dakota's dreams come 
true. 

He is survived by his wife, Linda; three children, Mark, Amy, and David; 
his mother, Madge; and three sisters, Janice Carmody, Lavon Meyers, and Patricia 
Adam; and all of the citizens of the Great State of South Dakota. 

PROGRAM 

A Memorial Service Celebrating 
The Life Of Governor 
George S. Mickelson 

1941-1993 
Thursday, April 22, 1993 

7:30 AM - 1:00 PM 
Public Visitation - Capitol Rotunda 

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
State Capitol Building Closed to Public 

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
- Introduction - Frank Brost, Chief of Staff 
- Invocation - Dr. Leonard Haggin, 

First United Methodist Church, Pierre 
- Mayor Gary L. Drewes, City of Pierre, 

on behalf of the community 
- Governor Roy Romer, State of Colorado 
- Governor Carroll A. Campbell, Jr., 

State of South Carolina 
- '"The Lord's Prayer" - White Eagle 
- Governor Walter Dale Miller, State of South Dakota 
- Dr. Don Veglahn, 

Asbury United Methodist Church, Sioux Falls, 
on behalf of the Mickelson family 

- Benediction - Dr. Leonard Haggin 
- "America the Beautiful" - White Eagle 
- Conclusion - Frank Brost 

4:00 PM - Closing 
Capitol Rotunda Processional 
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Our Friends 

Angus Anson 
David Birkeland 
Ronald Becker 
Roland Dolly 
Roger Hainj e 
David Hansen 

Ron Reed 

Like George, our friends worked hard for 
us. They unselfishly contributed countless hours 
and made the extra efforts to create new 
opportunities and new benefits for their fell ow 
South Dakotans. While it was their talents that 
made them successful professionally, our 
appreciation for them is also very personal. 

Our friends were unique human beings who 
created happiness and joy in the lives of their 
loved ones and in the lives of all of us who knew 
them. 

We are not just a better state because they 
lived. We are better people because they touched 
our lives. 

'The Mickelson Family 
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NEWS 
FROM: 

1~ : 30 WICHITR ~ 505 773 4711 

U.S. SENATOR FOR KANSAS . 

SENATE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

OFFICE OF Tiffi SENATE REPUBLICAN LEADER 
PRESS OFFICE . 

FACSIMILE COVER SHEET 

DATE: __ _ 

TIME: ---

RE: 

N0 . 755 Gl01 

-----------------------
13 PAGES FOllOW TIIIS COVER SHEET 

DELIVERY: URGENT - DELIVER TO ADDRESSEE IMMEDIATELY 

COMMENTS: 

PLEASE DEUVER TO ADDRESSEE A.S.A.P. 

d. j, .;v-- ;4_; Sw~ -fr.r f I [A)£., 
1 

t- 4 lrJ cvvfi/J"I t c n. 11 I 
j, vii Ut' 

SENT BY=-----~----------------(PRESS OFFICE-SENATE REPUBLICAN LEADER) 
(TELEPHONE: 202/224-5358 FACSIMILE: 202/224-3163 
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f: Frjends remember men who died 
~· // . 

: 

Ron Reed Roger Hainje 
Office ol Energy Poicy director President, Sioux Falls 

Development R>Lndation 

Ron Beckef 
Slala' s cliel pilot 

/ 
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Our Governor 
Governor George Speaker Mickelson was a loving son, brother, husband, 

and father to his family and a caring friend to all who met him . Inspired by 
his parents, George Speaker Mickelson dedicated his life to his family and the 
people of South Dakota. 

He was born on January 31, 1941 , in Mobridge, the youngest of George 
T . and Madge Mickefson 's four children. He was a graduate of Sioux Falls 
Washington High School. After earning a Business Administration degree in 1963 
and a Juris Doctorate in 1965 from the University of South Dakota, George 
joined the United States Army and proudly served his country in Vietnam. 
Captain Mickelson was honorably discharged after two years of service. On August 
10, 1963, he married Linda Jane McCahren at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

In 1967, he returned to South Dakota to work as a special prosecutor 
in the Office of the Attorney General. In 1968, he and his family moved to 
Brookings where he entered private law practice and became active as a community 
leader. 

In 1970, he was elected to the first of two terms as Brookings County 
States Attorney. From 1975 to 1980, he served in the South Dakota House 
of Representatives. George was elected Speaker Pro Tempore of the House for 
the 1977 and 1978 sessions and Speaker of the House for the 1979 and 1980 
sessions. He served on the taxation, judiciary, state affairs, and intergovernmental 
cooperation committees and also on the Legislative Research Council's executive 
board. Representative George Mickelson chaired the special committee on personal 
property tax replacement that was a driving force in eliminating all personal 
property taxes in South Dakota in 1978. 

George Mickelson won primary and general election victories in 1986 to 
become South Dakota's twenty-eighth Governor. Governor Mickelson took the 
oath of office on January 10, 1987, exactly forty years after his father had 
become the state's eighteenth Governor. He was re-elected in 1990 for a second 
term. 

As Governor, George Mickelson always looked for opportunities to make 
South Dakota a better place to live. He paved the way for the state's Revolving 
Economic Development and Initiative Fund, a year-long State Centennial 
Celebration, landmark environmental legislation, education and health care reform, 
water development and a statewide reconciliation program that will continue 
for the next century. 

Governor Mickelson was serving as co-chairman of the National Governors ' 
Association 's Task Force on Health Care and was a former chairman of the 
Western Governors' Association. 

In all of his actions, Governor Mickelson emphasized creating new prosperity 
through caring for others, problem-solving, and building a better future for South 
Dakota's next generations. 

Governor George S. Mickelson was always an enthusiastic optimist about 
South Dakota's future. He believed that problems could be turned into 
opportunities and that hard work would make South Dakota's dreams come 
true. 

He is survived by his wife, Linda; three children, Mark, Amy, and David; 
his mother, Madge; and three sisters, Janice Carmody, Lavon Meyers, and Patricia 
Adam; and all of the citizens of the Great State of South Dakota. 

PROGRAM 

A Memorial Service Celebrating 
The Life Of Governor 
George S. Mickelson 

1941-1993 
Thursday, April 22, 1993 

7:30 AM - 1:00 PM 
Public Visitation - Capitol Rotunda 

1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 
State Capitol Building Closed to Public 

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
- Introduction - Frank Brost, Chief of Staff 
- Invocation - Dr. Leonard Haggin, 

First United Methodist Church, Pierre 
- Mayor Gary L. Drewes, City of Pierre, 

on behalf of the community 
- Governor Roy Romer, State of Colorado 
- Governor Carroll A. Campbell, Jr., 

State of South Carolina 
- '''fhe Lord's Prayer'' - White Eagle 
- Governor Walter Dale Miller, State of South Dakota 
- Dr. Don Veglahn, 

Asbury United Methodist Church, Sioux Falls, 
on behalf of the Mickelson family 

- Benediction - Dr. Leonard Haggin 
- "America the Beautiful" - White Eagle 
- Conclusion - Frank Brost 

4:00 PM - Cl~ing 

Capitol Rotunda Processional 
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04/22/g3 12 : 30 WICHITR ~ 605 773 4711 

SENATOR BOB DOLE 
TRIBUTE TO GOVERNOR 
GEORGE MICKELSON 

LINDA MARK AMY AN 

N0.765 [)02 

DAVID; SENATOR PRESSLER; 

SENATOR DASCHLE; GOVERNOR 

MILLER; HONORED GUESTS, 

FRIENDS AND FAMILY OF 

GEORGE MICKELSON: 

1 
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04/22/93 12 : 31 WICHIT8 ~ 605 773 4711 N0.765 D03 . 

OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES 

ONCE SAID THAT 11TO LIVE FULLY 

IS TO BE ENGAGED IN THE 

PASSIONS OF ONES TIME. 11 

·E GA HER TODAY TO PAY 

TRIBUTE TO A MAN WHO TRULY 

LIVE·D LIFE FULLY, BECAUSE FEW 

PEOPLE WERE MORE INVOLVED 

IN THE PASSIONS OF OUR TIME 

THAN GEORGE MICKELSON. 

2 
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04/22/93 12:31 WICHITR ~ 505 773 4711 N0.755 Gl04 

I WAS PRIVILEGED TO TRAVEL 

ACROSS THIS GREAT STATE 

WITH GEORGE ON SEVERAL 

OCCASIONS. AND WE WOULD 

ALK OF THE MIDWESTERN 

VALUES, THE COMMITMENT TO 

AGRICULTURE, AND THE 

POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY THAT 

WE SHARED. 

3 
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04/22/93 12:31 WICHITR ~ 605 773 4711 

BUT WHAT WAS MOST 

APPARENT IN MY 

CONVERSATIONS WITH 

GEORGE ... IN FACT WHAT WAS 

MOST APPARENT IN 

N0.765 ~05 · 

CONVERSATIONS ANY ONE HAD 

WITH GEORG·E ... WAS .HIS 

COMMITMENT TO PUBLIC 

SERVICE ... AND HIS COMMITMENT 

4 
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04/22/93 12 : 32 WICHIT8 ~ 505 773 4711 

TO THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH 

DAKOTA. 

N0. 755 Gl05 

AS YOU KNOW, IT ·WAS A 

COMMITMENT THAT WAS 

INSTILLED IN GEORGE AT A 

VERY YOUNG AGE ... AND IT WAS 

ONE THAT WOULD REMAIN WITH 

HIM THROUGHOUT HIS LIFE. 

GEORGE MICKELSON CAME 

INTO ADULTHOOD WHEN MANY 

5 
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04/22/93 12 : 32 WICHITA ~ 505 773 4711 N0.755 Gl07 

AMERICANS WERE QUESTIONING 

THEIR COUNTRY, AND WHEN 

PATRIOTISM WAS NOT VERY 

FASHIONABLE. 

FOR GEORGE, HOWEVER, 

PATRIOTISM WAS NOT A FAD, IT 

WAS A WAY OF LIFE. AND FROM 

THE JUNGLES OF Vl·ETNAM TO 

THE PLAINS OF SOUTH DAKOTA, 

6 
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04/22/93 12 : 32 WICHITR ~ 505 773 4711 

GEORGE MICKELSON WOULD 

NEVER LET AMERICA DOWN. 

N0.755 GJ08 

HIS SIX YEARS AS · GOVERNOR 

OF THIS STATE WILL BE 

REMEMBERED AS A TIME OF 

ACTION AND INNOVATION ... A 

TIME WHERE TAXPAYERS, FARM 

FAMILIES, SMALL BUSINESS, 

STUDENTS AND TEACHERS, AND 

THOSE WHO DEPEND UPON 

7 
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04/22/93 12 : 33 W!CHITR ~ 505 773 4711 

RURAL HEAL TH CARE, KNEW 

THEY HAD AN ALLY IN THE 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE. 

N0 . 755 GJ09 

FOR MOST OF HIS CAREER, 

GEORGE WAS A 11POLITICIAN. 11 

AND WHILE SOME PEOPLE 

F·ROWN WHEN THEY HEAR THAT 

WORD, GEORGE TOOK GREAT 

PRIDE IN IT. 

8 
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04/22/93 12 : 33 WICHITA ~ 505 773 4711 NO. 755 Gl10 

HE TOOK PRIDE BECAUSE HE 

KNEW THAT POLITICS IS NOT 

ABOUT MAKING BACK-ROOM 

DEALS, IT'S ABOUT MAKING A 

DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES MEN, 

WOMEN, AND CHILDREN. 

AND THE PEOPLE THAT FILL 

THIS ROTUNDA TODAY, AND THE 

SORROW THAT IS FELT ACROSS 

THE TEST, IS TESTIMONY TO THE 

9 
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DIFFERENCE THAT GEORGE 

MICKELSON MADE. 

N0.755 GJ11 

IN HIS LOVE OF THE 

OUTDOORS, HIS ZEST FOR LIFE, 

AND HIS COMMITMENT TO 

PUBLIC SERVICE, GEORGE 

MICKELSON BRINGS TO MIND 

TEDDY ROOSEVELT--ANOTHER 

GREAT AMERICAN WHO LOVED 

SOUTH DAKOTA. 

10 
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~4/22/93 1~ : jj W!CH!TR ~ 505 773 4711 

AND PERHAPS TH·E FAMIL V 

AND FRIENDS OF ALL THOSE 

WHO LOST THEIR LIFE IN THE 

TRAGIC ACCIDENT, CAN FIND 

INSPIRATION IN THE 

ROOSEVELT'S WORDS. 

AS A YOUNG MAN IN HIS 

TWENTIES, ROOSEVELT 

SUFFERED THE DEATH OF HIS 

11 
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~4/~~/~3 1~:~4 WlLHl !R ~ 505 773 4711 N0.755 Gl13 

WIFE. AND AT THAT TIME, HE 

WROTE IN HIS DIARY THAT 11THE 

LIGHT WENT FROM HIS LIFE 

FOREVER.11 

TODAY, MUCH OF SOUTH 

DAKOTA BELIEVES THAT THE 

LIGHT HAS GONE FROM THEIR 

LIFE FOREVER. 

BUT WE ALL MUST DO WHAT 

ROOSEVELT DID. WE MUST GO 

12 
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04/22/93 12:34 WICHITA~ 605 773 4711 N0.765 Gl14 

ON. WE MUST PERSEVERE. WE 

MUST WORK TO MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE. 

WE MUST, AS ROOSEVELT 

DID, AND AS GEORGE 

MICKELSON DID, 11LIVE LIFE TO 

THE FULLEST ... ENGAG·ED IN THE 

PASSIONS OF OUR TIME. 11 

13 
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