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Remarks of Senator Bob Dole
KANSAS VFW CONVENTION

June 5, 1992

IT'S A REAL HONOR TO BE

[ isecpeirsaas. |

ASKED TO ADDRESS OUR
CONVENTION, AND A REAL
PLEASURE TO BE ABLE TO
SPEND SOME TIME WITH SO
MANY OLD FRIENDS -- FRIENDS

1 ey



LIKE OUR TWO ‘CO-CHAIRS:
LARRY JOHNSON AND LOIS
MARSHALL.

AS YOU ALL KNOW, THERE
ARE ABOUT TWO MILLION VEW,
MEMBERS WORLDWIDE --
COINCIDENTALLY, THE SAME
NUMBER AS THE WEEKLY
PAYROLL AT "PEROT-FOR-

PRESIDENT" HEADQUARTERS.
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IT HAS BEEN ANOTHER
REMARKABLE WEEK IN THE
POLITICAL LIFE OF OUR
COUNTRY. I'M NOT SURE HOW
THIS ALL IS GOING TO TURN OUT
-- BUT IT'S CLEAR WE
POLITICIANS BETTER PAY
ATTENTION TO THE MESSAGE
THAT GETS LOUDER AND
CLEARER EVERY DAY: THE
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AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE SICK
AND TIRED OF "BUSINESS AS
USUAL."

| HAVE TO THINK THAT PART

OF THE MOOD IN THIS COUNTRY
HAS BEEN SPARKED BY THE
INCREDIBLE CHANGES WE'VE
SEEN AROUND THE WORLD. SO
MUCH CONVENTIONAL WISDOM,
AND SO MANY LONG-STANDING

4 =>



ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT THE
STATE OF THE WORLD HAVE
BEEN THROWN INTO THE TRASH

CAN THESE PAST COUPLE O

YEARS THAT THE AMERICAN

PEOPLE HAVE STARTED TO
WONDER -- WHY NOT HERE?

MAYBE IT’'S TIME FOR SOME
CHANGES IN THE WAY WE DO
THINGS IN AMERICA, TOO.

5 "9



OF COURSE, ALL THIS
CHANGE BRINGS NOT ONLY
EXCITEMENT, BUT UNCERTAINTY
AND ANXIETY AS WELL. WE
WERE NEVER TRULY
COMFORTABLE WITH LIFE
DURING THE COLD WAR, BUT AT
LEAST WE DID GET USED TO IT.

NOW IT'S A WHOLE NEW

BALL GAME, AND IT WILL
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REQUIRE A LOT OF CLEAR-
MINDED THINKING FOR AMERICA
TO CONTINUE TO PROGRESS
AND PROSPER.

SADLY, SOME APPEAR TO
SEE IN THE END OF THE COLD
WAR AN INVITATION, OR EVEN
AN IMPERATIVE, FOR AMERICA

——
TO LOOK INWARD; TO RETREAT

FROM THE ROLE OF WORLD
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LEADER WE HAVE PLAYED.
INDEED, AFTER DECADES
OF MULTIBILLION DOLLAR
DEFENSE BUDGETS; WITH SOME
OF THE IMMEDIATE MILITARY
THREAT TO AMERICA SEEMING
TO DISAPPEAR; AND IN THE
FACE OF SERIOUS DOMESTIC
PROBLEMS - THE SIREN SONG"
OF ISOLATIONISM SOUNDS OH-
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SO-SWEET TO OH-SO-MANY
AMERICANS.

THE CASE THEY MAKE CAN
BE SIMPLY STATED. FOR ALL
THAT AMERICA HAS DONE FOR
PEACE AND SECURITY, WE ARE
JUST NOT APPRECIATED
AROUND THE WORLD. OUR
ALLIES ARE SPOILED, AND OUR

TRADING PARTNERS ARE

9 %



CHEATERS. WHAT DO WE NEED
IT FOR? WE ARE STRONG
ENOUGH TO DETER ANY
AGGRESSION, AND RICH
ENOUGH TO MAKE IT ON OUR
OWN.

THEIR CASE IS SIMPLE. BUT

IT'S DEAD WRONG.
G G

DON’T MISUNDERSTAND ME.
PART OF THIS "RAP" RINGS TRUE
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TO ALL OF US. | GET AS FED-UP
AS ANYONE WHEN | HEAR SOME
FOREIGNER BAD-MOUTHING
AMERICA. | GET AS
FRUSTRATED AS ANYONE WHEN
| SEE AMERICA BEING UNFAIRLY
FENCED-OUT OF FOREIGN
MARKETS -- ESPECIALLY IN
COUNTRIES WE HAVE SPENT
BILLIONS OF DOLLARS AND
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SPILLED AMERICAN BLOOD TO
DEFEND.

BUT BUILDING A WALL
AROUND AMERICA, AND
PULLING BACK FROM OUR
LEADERSHIP ROLE, IS NOT THE
ANSWER TO ANYTHING.

IT’S A SHORT-TERM "FEEL
GOOD" REACTION, FOR WHICH

AMERICA AND AMERICANS, IN
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THE LONG RUN, WILL PAY
DEARLY.

EVERYONE IN THIS ROOM
KNOWS, IN A VERY PERSONAL
WAY, ABOUT THE BURDENS AND

COSTS OF THE ROLE AMERICA
HAS PLAYED IN THE WORLD.

MANY OF YOU SERVED, AS |
DID, IN AMERICA’S SECOND

WORLD WAR OF THIS CENTURY.
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MOST HISTORIANS BELIEVE
THAT ONE OF THE MOST
IMPORTANT REASONS WE HAD
TO FIGHT THAT WAR WAS
BECAUSE THE UNITED STATES,
DURING THE 20°S AND 30°S,
DECIDED TO TAKE A "HOLIDAY"
FROM THE REST OF THE WORLD;
TO GIVE ISOLATIONISM A
“CHANCE.
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AS THE WORLD WENT

SOUR, AMERICA SAT BACK AND

SAID: IT’S NOT OUR BUSINESS.
THAT WAS A TRAGIC

MISTAKE. EVERY ONE OF US

HERE TODAY STILL CARRIES
SCARS -- PHYSICAL OR
R =
PSYCHOLOGICAL -- OF THAT
4 \
MISTAKE.
THE FACT IS, THE COLD



WAR IS OVER BECAUSE
AMERICA WAS WILLING FOR
NEARLY A HALF CENTURY TO
EssseGmiay BN GEIIOGS  Wassiloo Lol
STAND-UP FOR THE
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE
WHICH IS THE REAL DEFINITION

OF THIS COUNTRY: FREEDOM.

WE CAN NOW ENJOY SOME
OF THE FRUITS OF AMERICA’S
AND FREEDOM’S VICTORY. WE
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CAN ASK OTHERS TO BEAR A
HIGHER PORTION OF THE
BURDEN OF KEEPING
INTERNATIONAL ORDER. WE
CAN REDUCE OUR OWN
MILITARY BUDGET. WE CAN PAY
MORE ATTENTION, AND DEVOTE

MORE RESOURCES, TO

—

PROBLEMS HERE AT HOME.

e e T R

BUT WE CANNOT LAY DOWN
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THE MANTLE OF LEADERSHIP;
WE CANNOT STICK OUR HEADS
IN THE SAND.

TOO MUCH IS AT STAKE}
OUR OWN SECURITY. OUR OWN
PROSPERITY.

LIKE IT OR NOT, IT'S A

SMALLER WORLD THAN IT USED

TO BE -- MILITARILY,
POLITICALLY, AND
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ENVIRONMENTALLY. IN THE OLD
DAYS, THE OCEANS WERE OUR
PROTECTION. THESE DAYS,
THEY NO LONGER ARE
BARRIERS AGAINST
AGGRESSION -- BUT "HIGHWAYS"
TO INTERNATIONAL COMMERCE
AND COMMUNICATION.

TI-J_I}_NK (_E_SD, THE WORLD IS
SAFER THAN IT WAS A COUPLE
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OF YEARS AGO. BUT IT CAN
STILL BE A DIFFICULT AND

DANGEROUS PLACE.

;_

WE DO NOT KNOW WHEN

THE NEXT ‘SADDAM HUSSEIN
WILL POP UP -- FINANCED BY
'PETRO-DOLLARS OR OTHER
RESOURCES, ARMED TO THE
TEETH, AND HELL-BENT ON

ESTABLISHING HIS OWN
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HEGEMONY IN SOME SENSITIVE
PART OF THE WORLD.

INDEED, EVEN AS WE STILL
SAVOR THE DESTRUCTION OF
MUCH OF SADDAM’S MILITARY
POWER AND NUCLEAR
POTENTIAL, WE WORRY ABOUT
THE PROLIFERATION OF
NUCLEAR AND MISSILE

TECHNOLOGY TO NEW NATIONS.

21 -



EVEN AS THE REPUBLICS
OF THE FORMER SOVIET UNION
START TO DESTROY THEIR
STRATEGIC NUCLEAR WEAPONS,
AS ALL OF THEM LIKELY WILL,
NEW AND ALARMING QUESTIONS
ARISE ABOUT HANDS-ON’
CONTROL OF THE TENS OF
THOUSANDS OF NUCLEAR
WARHEADS WHICH STILL EXIST

22 =%



THERE.

AND THE CONNECTION
BETWEEN AMERICA’S WELL-
BEING AND EVENTS AROUND
THE WORLD IS EQUALLY TRUE IN
TERMS OF OUR ECONOMY,

WE HAVE TO FACE-UP TO
SOME TOUGH FACTS: FOREIGN
MONEY IS CRITICAL TO
FINANCING OUR HUGE DEFICITS.
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FOREIGN MARKETS ARE
CRITICAL TO KEEPING OUR
INDUSTRIAL AND AGRICULTURAL
SECTORS STE_(_)_I:I‘G. FOREIGN

TECHNOLOGY IS INCREASINGLY
CRITICAL TO HELPING US KEEP

OUR COMPETITIVE EDGE.

THE FACT IS THAT,
OVERALL, AMERICA HAS NEVER
HAD A GREATER STAKE IN

24 —»



HELPING TO SHAPE AND
MANAGE INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS THAN IT HAS TODAY.
THE ATTENTION,AND
RESOURCES WE COMMIT TO
ADVANCING AMERICA’S GOALS
AND INTERESTS OVERSEAS CAN
BE THE BEST INVESTMENT WE

CAN MAKE IN THE SECURITY
AND WELL-BEING OF AMeRick .
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IN LESS THAN TWO WEEKS,
I’LL BE BACK IN KANSAS,

A S AR

BRINGING RUSSIAN PRESIDENT
BORIS YELTSIN TO VISIT OUR

]

STATE.
IT"S AN IMPORTANT VISIT.

PRESIDENT YELTSIN NEEDS TO
SEE THE REAL AMERICA, TO

TRULY UNDERSTAND WHAT
MAKES AMERICA THE GREAT

26 “»



NATION IT IS.
YELTSIN WANTS,AND NEEDS

) i = 2

OUR HELP. BUT SOME WILL SAY
— WHY SHOULD WE HELP? WHY
SHOULD WE SPEND MONEY TO
HELP RUSSIANS WHEN SO MANY
AMERICANS ARE IN NEED?

WELL, | DON'T SEE THIS AS
A'GIVE-AWAY TO HELP SOME

FACELESS FOREIGNERS. | SEE

27 =»



IT AS AN INVESTMENT IN

AMERICA’S OWN FUTURE.
1

IF DEMOCRACY FAILS IN
THE FORMER SOVIET UNION,
WHO KNOWS WHAT WILL
HAPPEN? WHO KNOWS WHOSE
L == T FTY
FINGER WILL BE ON THE
\Y
)
“NUCLEAR BUTTON IN MOSCOW,
OR KIEV, OR KAZAKHSTAN?
IF FREE MARKETS DIE

o8



ABORNING, IT WILL NOT ONLY
BE THE RUSSIAN PEOPLE WHO
SUFFER. AMERICANS, TOO, WILL

LOSE A VAST NEW MARKET FOR
OUR PRODUCTS -- ONE WHICH
ALREADY HAS A TREMENDOUS
IMPACT ON THE HEALTH OF THE
KANSAS FARM ECONOMY. WE

WILL LOSE A VAST NEW ARENA
FOR LUCRATIVE INVESTMENT.
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OF COURSE,”THROWING
MONEY“AT THE RUSSIANS WILL
NOT SOLVE ANY OF THEIR
PROBLEMS. BUT WELL
FOCUSED AND SENSIBLE
PROGRAMS OF CREDITS, CREDIT
GUARANTEES, TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE AND FACILITATING
PRIVATE SECTOR INVESTMENT
AND TRADE CAN MAKE A REAL

30 —>



DIFFERENCE.

IT SEEMS TO ME THAT, IF
WE TURN OUR BACKS ON THE
RUSSIAN PEOPLE NOW, IT WILL
BE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE,
TOO, WHO WILL PAY THE PRICE
IN THE LONG RUN.

AND LET ME TOUCH
BRIEFLY, TOO, ON ONE OTHER
ISSUE OF AMERICA’S

31 9



RESPONSIBILITY TO ITS OWN
PRINCIPLES AND PEOPLE; AN
ISSUE THAT | KNOW IS ON THE
HEARTS AND MINDS OF EVERY
PERSON IN THIS ROOM -- THE
STILL UNRESOLVED QUESTION
OF AMERICAN POW/MIAS FROM
THE WARS IN INDOCHINA.
AS YOU ALL KNOW, THE

SENATE HAS ESTABLISHED A
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,SELECT COMMITI'EE\ TO
INVESTIGATE THIS ISSUE. THAT
COMMITTEE IS PURSUING ITS
WORK WITH VIGOR AND
DETERMINATION.

THE FACT IS, THE CREATION
OF THIS COMMITTEE HAS GIVEN
A NEEDED "KICK IN THE PANTS"
TO A BUREAUCRACY THAT WAS
NOT DOING ALL IT SHOULD
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HAVE TO MANAGE AND RESOLVE
THIS EXTRAORDINARILY
IMPORTANT ISSUE.

THE COMMITTEE’S WORK
WILL ALSO HOPEFULLY NOT
ONLY HELP RESOLVE THIS ISSUE
ONCE AND FOR ALL, BUT
RESTORE TO MANY AMERICANS
A CONFIDENCE THAT THEIR
GOVERNMENT, ON A VERY HIGH
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DESERVE NO LESS.

HAVING SAID THAT,

THOUGH, | CANNOT FAIL TO
REMARK ON THE ACTIVITIES OF
A FEW FUNDAMENTALLY
MISGUIDED INDIVIDUALS,
\
"
OPERATING ON THE FRINGE§ OF
THE GROUPS ORGANIZED
¢
AROUND THE POW/MIA‘ ISSUE.

| CAN UNDERSTAND AND
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SYMPATHIZE WITH THE
FRUSTRATION, DISAPPOINTMENT
AND ANGER THAT MANY FEEL
OVER THE FACT THAT, 17 YEARS
AFTER THE END OF THE
VIETNAM WAR, THIS ISSUE
REMAINS UNRESOLVED.

BUT | CANNOT
UNDERSTAND, AND INDEED I

MUST CONDEMN, THOSE FEW

_#
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EXTREMISTS WHO SEE ANYONE
WHO DOESN’T AUTOMATICALLY
AND UNCRITICALLY BUY THEIR
PARTICULAR "GOSPEL" HOOK,

LINE AND SINKER AS BEING CO-

CONSPIRATORS IN SOME KIND
OF SINISTER"PLOT?

THERE WERE MANY
HEROES AMONG THE

\
AMERICANS WHO WERE POWS
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DURING THE INDOCHINESE
WARS. I'VE BEEN HONORED TO
SERVE IN THE SENATE WITH
TWO OF THEM: THE FORMER
SENATOR FROM ALABAMA,
JERRY DENTON, AND MY
COLLEAGUE FROM ARIZONA,
JOHN MCCAIN.

NOW A FEW SMALL-MINDED,
" W
MEAN-SPIRITED EXTREMISTS
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HAVE DECIDED THAT -- BECAUSE
JOHN MCCAIN DOES NOT SHARE
THEIR CRAZY CONVICTIONS --

" ) )
HE IS THE ENEMY. WHEN A MAN

LIKE JOHN MCCAIN, WHO

SERVED AND SUFFERED FOR HIS
e W

COUNTRY MORE THAN ALL OF

THESE JERKS COMBINED, HAS

HIS CHARACTER AND
PATRIOTISM PUBLICLY
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QUESTIONEb)THEN IT'S A SIGN

THAT SOMETHING IS VERY
WRONG WITH SOME PEOPLE.

IT'S TIME FOR THOSE OF US

WHO REALLY CARE ABOUT THIS
ISSUE TO BLOW THE WHISTLE.

EVERY RESPONSIéLE
AMERICAN WANTS THE ISSUE OF
POW/MIAS RESOLVED

_————)
COMPLETELY AND QUICKLY. NO
gu——— —_
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E IS DOING MORE TO

ACCOMPLISH THAT THAN JOHN

O

g
H

MCCAIN AND THE OTHER
SENATORS ON THE SELECT
COMMITTEE.

AND NOBODY IS DOING

MORE DAMAGE TO THE CAUSE

e e T

OF FINDING THE TRUTH -- NO

|

ONE IS CAUSING MORE LONG-
TERM PAIN AND ANGUISH

e
om— —
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SPEAK MY MIND.
GOD BLESS YOU, AND GOD
BLESS AMERICA.

2=
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