
ABOUT WHAT'S RIGHT WITH 

AMERICA ... TO LOOK AT THE 

REMARKABLE 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE 

PAST DECADES. 

THE MOST FAR REACHING 

ACCOMPLISHMENT IS THE FACT 

THAT YOU, THE CLASS OF 1992, 

ARE ONE OF THE FIRST 

GRADUATING CLASSES WHO 
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ENTER A WORLD NOT DIVIDED 

BY AN IRON CURTAIN ... A WORLD 

WHERE TWO SUPER POWERS 

ARE TALKING OF PEACE AND 

PARTNERSHIP, RATHER THAN 

COUNTING NUCLEAR 

WARHEADS. 

YOU ENTER A WORLD WHERE 

FREEDOM IS ON THE MARCH--

WHERE COUNTRY AFTER 
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COUNTRY HAVE THROWN OUT 

DICTATORS AND COMMUNISM, 

AND REPLACED THEM WITH 

DEMOCRACY. 

AND IT IS THE AMERICAN 

DEMOCRACY WHICH SERVED AS 

THE ROLE MODEL FOR OTHER 

NATIONS, AND WHICH REMAINS 

THE ENVY OF THE WORLD. 
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IN ALL MY YEARS IN 

CONGRESS, l'VE RECEIVED 

HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF 

LETTERS FROM PEOPLE WHO 

WANT HELP IN TRYING TO BRING 

A RELATIVE OR ·LOVED ONE INTO 

AMERICA. BUT l'VE NEVER 

RECEIVED ONE LETTER FROM 

SOMEONE WHO WANTED HELP 

IN LEAVING AMERICA. 
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IT IS AMERICA WHICH LEADS 

THE WORLD IN SCIENTIFIC 

ADVANCEMENTS--

ADVANCEMENTS WHICH ARE 

MAKING LIFE EASIER, WHICH 

ARE CURING DISEASES, AND 

WHICH--AS I DISCOVERED LAST 

WINTER--ARE DETECTING 

CANCER BEFORE IT CAN 

BECOME A SERIOUS PROBLEM. 
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FROM. HIGH SCHOOL 

FOOTBALL GAMES ON FRIDAY 

NIGHTS, TO THE FREEDOM TO 

CHOOSE WHAT SYNAGOGUE OR 

CHURCH WE MAY WANT TO 

ATTEND ON SATURDAYS AND 

SUNDAYS, THERE IS MUCH THAT 

IS RIGHT WITH AMERICA. 
--

YES, AMERICA HAS HER 

SHARE OF PROBLEMS. BUT THE 

17 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 22 of 31



POINT I AM MAKING IS THAT WE 

ARE THE MOST SUCCESSFUL 

NATION ON EARTH BECAUSE WE 

ARE ALL PART OF THE 

SOLUTION. EACH OF US HAS 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO PLAY A 

ROLE IN SETTING AMERICA'S 

COURSE FOR THE FUTURE. 

EACH OF YOU HAS THE 

POWER TO DECIDE HOW YOU 
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WILL BE PART OF THIS 

EQUATION. EACH OF YOU WILL 

MAKE THE DECISIONS ABOUT 

WHAT ROADS YOU WILL TAKE IN 

LIFE. GOVERNMENT DOES NOT 

TELL YOU IF YOU CAN OR CAN 

NOT GO TO COLLEGE. 

GOVERNMENT DOES NOT TELL 

YOU WHERE YOU WILL WORK OR 

WHAT YOU'LL DO. 
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GOVERNMENT DOES NOT PLACE 

ANY LIMITS ON YOUR DREAMS. 

THOSE DECISIONS ARE UP TO 

YOU. 

AND SITTING .AMONG YOU 

TODAY MAY BE THE SCIENTIST 

WHO WILL DISCOVER THE CURE 

TO AIDS, THE FARMER WHO 

WILL HELP FEED THE WORLD, 

THE VOLUNTEER WHO WILL GIVE 
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TIME AND ENERGY TO THOSE IN 

NEED, THE TEACHER WHO WILL 

EDUCATE YOUR CHILDREN, OR 

THE HUSBAND OR WIFE WHO 

WILL HELP YOU RAISE YOUR 

FAMILY; OR PERHAPS, EVEN A 

FUTURE SENATOR FOR KANSAS. 

WHEREVER YOU GO IN LIFE, I 

HOPE YOU WILL REMEMBER 

THAT THE DIPLOMA YOU GET 
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ALWAYS THERE TO PICK IT UP. 

THE BATON IS NOW YOURS; 

AND I HOPE THAT EACH OF YOU 

WILL RUN YOUR HARDEST TO 

HELP ENSURE THAT AMERICA'S 

BEST DAYS ARE TRULY YET TO 

COME. 
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