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Pew Health Professions Commission bhJ· 

January 29, 1992 

The Honorable Bob Dole 
United States Senate 

DUKE UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER 

SH-141 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510-1601 

Dear Senator Dole: 

r,,ooo 

' Because of your commitment to health care reform and because I believe we share 
a similar context for this reform, I would like to invite you to address members of the Pew 
Health Professions Commission at our next meetjng on Monday and Tuesday, February 24 
and 25 at the Park Hyatt in Washington, D.C. Your thoughts on change in health care would 
add perspective and urgency to the Commission's deliberations. A good portion of the two 
days will be spent discussing the Commission's federal legislative agenda and where we might 
make the most impact on effecting change in health professional education. Our schedule 
is flexible, although Monday, February 24 would be a better day. We begin at 9:00 a.m. and 
will adjourn after dini'itr that evening. 

The Pew Commission has documented a large and growing gap between what 
America needs in health care and what health professionals are educated and trained to 
provide. Clearly, broader health care reform cannot ignore the health professionals and 
health workers who are now nine percent of the country's work force. In its first report, 
Healthy America: Practitioners for 2005, the Commission has outlined its view of what the 
future will demand of health professionals and what the educational system should do to 
respond to this challenge. I have briefed Vicki Stack on Commission activiti_es and goals. 

The federal government can encourage change in health professional education 
through federal policies governing health care education and training such as concerns over 
the mix of specialties and geographic distribution of physicians and shortages of other health 
care professionals in rural areas. The federal government also has enormous impact on 
medical education priorities through Title VII of the Public Health Service Act and Medicare 
graduate medical education (GME) funding. 

Thank you for considering our request. If you have any questions, please call me. 
I will plan to call Yvonne Hopkins in a week to assess your availability on February 24. 

Sincerely, 

~or~ 
Edward H. O'Neil, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 

c: David R. Clare, Co-Chairman 
William C. Richardson. Ph.D., Co-Chairman 
Vicki Stack, R.N., M.P.H. 

... l'· ... 1 - -d, ,r ,, 
\ 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

SENATOR DOLE 

SHEILA BURKE 

REMARKS TO PEW COMMISSION 

February 21, 1992 

You are scheduled to speak to the group Monday morning. 
There will be approximately 48 people in the audience. The group 
is made up of Deans of Medical, Dental and Nursing Schools as 
well as others interested in health care issues. A list of the 
Commission Members is attached. 

The Commission, which is funded by the Pew Foundation, was 
created two years ago. As their Fact Sheet (attached) explains, 
they are working to develop recommendations that schools of 
health manpower can use to design their curriculum so it is more 
responsive to societies needs. 

They would like you to give them an idea of the current 
debate in Congress and what to expect. 

They seem to be a responsible group who recognize that more 
money is not the answer to our problems. They are also aware of 
the fact that providers are as much a part of the problem as they 
are the solution. 
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MISSION 

RDULTS 

Pew Healtl, fufes.sions Commission 
DUKE UN!Vll1"1't'Y ~IIDJOAI. OBNT.BR 

PEW HEALTH PROFESSIONS COMMIISlON FACf SHEET 

The purpoae of tho Pew Health Profeulom COmmlllioD ii to uailt the nation's 
health prore&slonal achoola -develop . missions and programs which IN more . 
re1pona.lve to the cha11.&in1 health care needl· of the nation. 

Over u,e course of three years, the Commlllion will serve as a catalyst for change by 

Bllablilhina and endor&ing a national agettda tor aetion for all health 
professional sdlool1 and mlllp , 

Developing appropriate poUoy rocommendatio.1» · Jor federal, 1tate_ 
proteutout and iutltutf.onal agoncea Whlch. wru ,u.ppon tbe enamnent of 
tu •&end& for action. 

· Communicatin1 the agenda for action, the policy recommendations anct the 
need . for change to tarpttd audiences in edu'2tlon, the profe.sion,i, 

··governm~n,, bualneu aJld the public at largo. 

. Crcatina an oraaoin1 forum rcr dlsc\1$5i~n of Luuot, clearinshouse tor 
information and center for t.dVOQII,,)' for change within the health 
proteutonal schools. 

Inve.sting In targeted demomtradon project& which retltQt the national 
agenda at the health pror.tonal achool and colle,e level. · 

'1"M commfsaion's work IA based upon recoanttton that an the health profca,ioiiS are 
confrontod With c:ommon cballcngea and yet there is little c:ommunJc:atton across 
prol«ssion*l llnes; t!Mt wey hollth professionals aro ld~ted baa a profound influence 
on the Wf.Y lhO)' ultimately practice; reformiq boalth professional od~Umi it vital 
to the broader ehaltenae of reforming the health care dolivery alld ftnaneo tyttom; 
and that it ts time to mcwe beyond Just •,tWlyfna• prot>lom& to takina direct actlon 
towards poasible soludon1. 

The Commission la Gupported by a $2.9 million PC'T grant to Duke Untve11hy 
.Medical center. The CorrumNton will set an action agenda for all health 
professional schooll, de11elop appropnato policy n,commendatlou, apomor 
demonstration projects, promote dialogue and cbana• flsges across professional 
boundlrtee and communkate the need for rcfol'III in the schoola. The Cornmtssion1s 
tlrsc meeting was J11ne 27, 1990, its work wlll continue through 1m. 

J'OR MORE Edward H. O'NeU, Ph,D, Pew Health Prol'eulop Co1nad1111lon 
Dulul Unlveralt, Medkal Cot•r 
3101 Petty R-S, Suite 1106 
Durba~ NC 27701 . 

INFORMATION Exnutlve Dltector 
CONTACT 

DlaneM. Han. 
Dlnctor ('1') 4'MOI 

3101 Pet'cy Ru1u1 Suite 1106 Durham, North Carolina 27707 (919) 490-6695 ra.x (919) 489·~907 
.. , .... ·-··" ...... ___ _____ .. ____ , . .... .. ... _____ .... 
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,, 

~1/92 RW HEALTH PROFESSIONS COMMl88ION ROSTIR 

~ 

David R, Clare RheN de Torny11, Ed,D, 

J Loit Tree Village / Dean Bmerttus1 School of Nursfn& 
972 Lae Houte Ddve Untversity of Waahtnp,n, SM-24 
North 111m Beach1 FL 33408 5eattle, WA 9&195 
( 407) 626-1809 (1.M) 685-08.59 

Pu (206) 543-8141 
William C. RlcbanltoDt Pb.D. 
Praklcnt, Johna H.opldM University 

/ 
Joha A, DiBlaclfo, D,D.S, 

J 34th & Charl .. Streets President. Mlchtpn State Untvenlty 
2.42 Oltland Hall 450 Admlrusttatlve Buil<lil\i 
Baltimore, MD 21Zl8 Eut Latlling, Ml 48824-1046 
(410) S16-$J68 (517) 3SS-l8S5 
Fax (410) 516-6097 Pb (S17) 355.4610 

~,,.,,..,..,. M.,,,J,,n AD111 J, Formlcola, D.D,S., M.S, 
/ Dean, School of Dental and Oral Surgery 

Jacqueline Bolden Beek. Ed,D, Columbia UDMl'lity 
Dean and Protes&0r Presbyterian Hoapital, 8th Floor Weet 

j SChool of Allied He.\llth Science& 630 W. 168th Street, Room 872 
Plorkla A and M Univeraity New York. NY 10032 
Tallahusee, FL 32307 (212) 305-4511 
(904) 599-~18 Fu (212) 305. 7134 
Pax (904) 599-39-'2 

/ Jett:& ~ Ph.D. Ronald E. Beller, Pb,D. Dean, SCbool of Pharma<.y 

/ Di&tingutabecl Regents Pellow University of c.aHtomia-&n FrancfAco 
lnatftute of Government Box 0446 
Tenneesee State Univenity S&n FrancJsco, CA 94143-044(; 
Nashville, TN 37209-1561 (415) 476-1~ 
(615) 32().3015 Fu (415) 476-0688 
Fax (615) 320-3368 

/ Rohwt Gftthllm, M,D, 
Lester M. Cnlwford, D.V.M., Ph,D, Executive Vice PreailSont 
Bxcouttve Vice Presidcuu for American Academy of FamU,y Physiclam 

Scientific Attl\in 8880 WaNI Parkway 
National food Pl'O<X'M011 Association Kamas City, MO 64114 
1401 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 400 1..goo.274.2237 
Waahinjton, DC 20005 Fax (816) $33-2237 
(202) 639·S9S8 

'lbt Honorable JoJlu c. Danforth 
Unttod State& Senato 
249 Ruuell SOB 
WMhinaton, DC 20.510 
(202) 224-6154 

•• - ~ •• • - - • • •• •• I I • •n•••'"'"""• - ·•-... --,•-•, •• , , l I I •• •-••-• • ••..-.-- , 
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Jolul R. Boanea&, M.D. 
Professor ot Health Servicea 

/ PresldffltwBmeritua 
University of WM!un1ton 
4919 102nd Lane NB 
Kirkland. WA 98033 
(206) 543-88&5 (W) 
(206) 822-7927 (H) 
FAX # 206-889~952:3 

Karen M, tpapl 
I)lte(itor, Employee Benefits 
APL-CIO 
81S 16th Street, NW, Room 306 
Washington, DC 20006 
(202) 637-5000 
Fu (202) 6'1-5058 

Fnnklfn G, Jenifer, Ph.D. 
PresidentJ Howard Untversiiy 

/ 2400 Sixth Street, NW, Suite 402 
Washington, DC 20M9 
(202) 8()6..2.SOO 
Fu (202) 806-5934 

Jean Johnlon-Pawlson, M.S,N., NP-C. 
Assoclate Proteasor, Dept. of Health 

/ Care Sciencot 
The George Washingion Univcnity 
303 Hhnmelwb, 2300 I Street, N.W. 
Washington, ])C 20037 
(ffl) 994-2127 

F. Pltlr Ubu&I 
Senior Vice President 
The Travelers 

./ 6 SHS Buildin3t One Tower Squaro 
Hartford, CT 06183 
(203) 277-2508 
Fu (203) 954.8906 

M,ron S, Maaezt, D.O., D6an Emeritus 
Walter F. Patenge Profonor 
C.Ominunity Health Sdencta 

i/ Mioh.t,pn State Uni\'ersity 
B~541 Weat Pee Hall 
But L.ensingJ Ml 48824-1~16 
(517) 336-287S 
Fax (511) 353~9311 

The HOdOl'llble Jaaaet A. Mc:DennoU. M.D. 
.,,.. House of Repl'Cllentatives 

., 1$Z9 Lo11gworth HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
(202) 225-3106 

/ 

Pu (202)225•9212 

James J. Monpa, M,D. 
Dean, UMKC SehooJ of MedtQne 
Executive Dirootor, Truman Medical center 
2301 Holmes 
K.allA8I City, MO 64108 
(816) 556-3000 
Fax (816) $56-4124 

Al'llold S. Rtlman, M.D, 
Bditor•in•Chiet Emeritus 

/ The New Englasid. Joumal. of Medidne 
Profesaot Of Medtclne and of Social Medicine 
Haivard Med1cal School 
llrl,pam and Women's Hospital 
Department of Medicine 
75 Prand& Street 
Boston, MA 02115 
(617) 278-0185 
Pax (617) 278-0186 

David & Roaent MJ>, 
The Wal&h McDennott 

II' University :Professor of Medicine 
Cornell Univeraity Medical center 
1300 York Avenue, Room A-127 
New York. NY 10021 
(212) 746-5431 
FttX (212) 746-8670 

SbeUa A.. R,aa, Ph.D. 
DeanJ SohoOl of Nurat.ns 

/ University ot Rochester 
601 Blmwood Avenue, Bel 703 
Rocbe.iter, NY 14642 
(716) 275-5451 
Fax (716) 461-303§) 

teonardD.~ 
Chairman & CEO, Blue QOM of c.autornia 
21555 Oxnard Street 
W004land Hilk, CA 91~67 
(818) 103-3145 
Fax (818) 703-325S 
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Ilalph Snyderman. M,D, 
/ Chancellor for Health Attain 

v Dean of Medical School 
t>uko Univenity Medical O:lnter 
Bol 3701 
Durhamt NC 27710 
(919) 684-4880 
Fax (919) 684-8874 

A.IHmblpnan James I., Tallon 
Majority Lea.dor, New York State Alaembly 
State Capitol 
Legislative Office Bldg., Room 926 
Albany, NY 12224 
(518) 45$-3831 
Fu (518) 455-5166 

Samu.a O. Thier, M.D. 
President, Brandeu Univenity 
Office ot the President 
lJ.O. Box 9110 
Waltham, MA 02254-9110 
(617) 736-3001 
Fax (617) 736-3016 

N,al A, Van•elow, M.D • 
. / Chancellor, Tulane Medical Center 

1430 Tulane Avenue, Room 1.550 
New Orleans, LA. 70112 
($04) 584-2897 
Pax (504) 588-5243 

Program O,llt,, 8111/f 

Jamea D, Bader, D.D.S., M,P,IL 
Director of Bv.tuation 
Pew Health Profeuiom Commiuiort 

./ Duke Univoraity 
3101 Petty Road, Suite 1106 
Dlll'hafflt NC 2'17'17 
(919) 4~95 

Jennifer L Kina 
Staff Assistant 

/ Pew Health Profmions Commi.uion 
Duke University 
3101 Petty Road, Suite 1106 
...., • ..,,.,.. flllllfffltn" 

* RECEIVE 

l!'Alwlrd It (YNell, Ph.D. 
E'JteQuUve Director 
Pew Health Professto111 C'.onuni11ion 

/ Duke Unkten1ty 
3101 P°'ty Road, Suite 1106 
Durham, NC 27701 
(919) 490.(,695 

C-,IA.Necb 
AdmmlattailYe Secretary 
Pew Health Prolel1lona Commfs&ion 
Duke University 
3101 Pett.y Road, SUite 1106 
Durham, NC 27707 
(919) 490-669$ 

Elillbldl M, Role 
eommun1'18tions Manager 

/ Pew Health Professions Commfuion 
Duke Umverstty 

/ 

3101 Petty Road, Suite 1106 
Durham, NC 27707 
(919) 490-669! 

Cllrlltopher A. Shelrtr 
Communications Auociate 
Pew Health Profeuions Commission 
Dute Univenity 
3101 Petty Road. Suite 1106 
Durham, NC 277(rf 
(919) 490-6695 

Dant.I A. Sbqars, D,D.S., Ph.D., M.P.11. 
Dircotor of R.esearch 

/ Pew Health Profeslfons C'.onumasion 
Dute UnMnity 
3101 Petty Road, Sutto 1106 
Durham. NC 27707 
(919) 490-6695 

~ /mtn TM hw CltorUable 1hl.¢f 

c....,.,.. Burke 
Program .Associate 
The Pow Charitable Tnlats 
One COmmerc::e Square 
"'\f\1\1 • ~ • ..., .... ~ ..... n. C'n~f-n 1.,nn 

STOPPED* 
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SENATOR BOB DOLE 
·PEW HEALTH PROFESSIONS 

COMMISSION 
FEBRUARY 19, 1992 

WASHINGTON IS A CITY 

FULL OF AGENDAS. BUT IF ONE 

DOMINATES THE LIST, IT IS 

HEAL TH CARE REFORM. AFTER 

COUNTLESS YEARS OF 

NEGLECT, ITS TIME HAS COME. 

1 
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THE U. S. HEAL TH CARE 

SYSTEM IS ADMIRED 

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD FOR 

ITS OUTSTANDING QUALITY. WE 

DON'T HAVE LONG WAITING 

LISTS. WE DON'T RATION CARE. 

WE HAVE THE BEST TRAINED 

HEAL TH CARE PROVIDERS IN 

THE WORLD. BUT, POLL AFTER 

POLL TELLS US THAT THE 

2 
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AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE 

CONCERNED, PARTICULARLY 

ABOUT COSTS, AND WANT US TO 

DO SOMETHING. IN FACT, I 

HEARD IT AT NEARLY EVERY 

TOWN MEETING I ATTENDED IN 

KANSAS OVER THE PAST 

MONTHS. 

IT'S ALWAYS BEEN A 

PRIORITY ISSUE WITH THOSE OF 

3 
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US FROM RURAL STATES. YOU, 

AS HEAL TH PROFESSIONALS, 

KNOW JUST AS WELL AS I, THAT 

GAINING ACCESS TO QUALITY 

CARE IS BECOMING MORE AND 

MORE CHALLENGING IN RURAL 

COMMUNITIES, AND IN SOME 

PLACES, ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE. 

WE NEED REFORM THAT BUILDS 

ON OUR CURRENT STRENGTHS. 

4 
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------------

WE NEED REFORM THAT BRINGS 

HEAL TH PROVIDERS AND THEIR 

PATIENTS CLOSER TOGETHER. 

AND WE NEED REFORM THAT 

RESTORES THE SENSE OF 

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY THAT 

SEEMS TO BE SLIPPING AWAY IN 

SOME CASES. 

WITH AN ELECTION YEAR 

ALREADY WELL UNDER WAY, 

5 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 11 of 42



CANDIDATES AT EVERY LEVEL 

ARE RUNNING ALL OVER THE 

PLACE MAKING SPEECHES 

ABOUT HEAL TH CARE, 

SCRAMBLING LIKE THEY JUST 

DISCOVERED THE ISSUE -- AND 

MOST OF THEM HAVE. BUT, 

BETTER LATE THAN NEVER. 

I JUST COMPLETED A YEAR-

LONG TOUR OF ALL 105 

6 
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COUNTIES IN KANSAS. AFTER 

HUNDREDS OF TOWN MEETINGS 

AND VISITS WITH KANSAS 

OFFICIALS, I CAN TELL YOU 

TODAY, THAT ACCESS TO 

AFFORDABLE HEAL TH CARE IS 

ONE OF THE TOP PRIORITIES IN 

MY HOME STATE. 

NO DOUBT ABOUT IT, 

HEAL TH CARE IS NEAR THE TOP 

7 
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OF THE LIST WHEN IT COMES TO 

NATIONAL PRIORITIES. 

EVERY AMERICAN KNOWS 

FIRSTHAND THAT HEALTH CARE 

COSTS HAVE RUN AMOK. THIS 

YEAR, WE'LL SPEND OVER $800 

BILLION ON HEAL TH CARE -- A 

FIGURE WELL ABOVE ANY 

ECONOMY IN THE WORLD AND, 

IN FACT, MORE THAN THE TOTAL 

8 
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GNP OF SOME COUNTRIES. YET 

THE NUMBER OF UNINSURED 

AND UNDERINSURED HAS 

GROWN. AND THE MIDDLE 

CLASS ARE GETTING MORE AND 

MORE CONCERNED ABOUT THE 

AFFORDABILITY OF HEAL TH 

CARE. THAT'S WHY WHEN I 

READ POLLS INDICATING THAT 

90% OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

9 
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FEEL OUR HEAL TH CARE 

SYSTEM NEEDS FUNDAMENTAL 

CHANGE, I BELIEVE IT. 

THAT MESSAGE DOESN'T 

COME AS ANY SURPRISE, BUT IT 

DOES UNDERSCORE THE FACT 

THAT DESPITE THE BEST 

EFFORTS OF REPUBLICANS AND 

DEMOCRATS DURING THE PAST 

DECADES, THE PROBLEM 

10 
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REMAINS. THE RESULT: AN 

OVERHAUL OF THE HEAL TH 

CARE SYSTEM LOOMS AS A 

MAJOR -- MAYBE THE MAJOR --

DOMESTIC ISSUE IN THE 

COMING YEARS. 

REFORM PROPOSALS TO 

REVAMP THE CURRENT SYSTEM 

ARE IN NO SHORT SUPPLY ON 

CAPITOL HILL. MY LATEST 

11 
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COUNT IS 24. THERE'S ALSO 

BEEN A FLOOD OF REFORM 

PROPOSALS THAT HAVE 

POURED OUT OF BUSINESS, 

LABOR, MEDICAL, INSURANCE, 

AND GRASSROOTS 

ORGANIZATIONS. 

WHAT'S BLOCKING ACTION? 

THERE'S A LOT OF FINGER-

POINTING GOING ON DURING 

12 

_..:.._ - • ___J 
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THIS CAMPAIGN YEAR. 

DEMOCRATS POINT TO THE 

WHITE HOUSE. OTHERS POINT 

TO A DEMOCRAT-CONTROLLED 

CONGRESS. DOCTORS POINT 

TO THE LAWYERS. INSURANCE 

COMPANIES POINT TO 

WASTEFUL HOSPITALS AND 

DOCTORS WHO CHARGE TOO 

MUCH. SMALL BUSINESS 

13 
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POINTS TO THE INSURANCE 

COMPANIES. INTEREST GROUPS 

POINT TO A LACK OF 

CONSENSUS. EVERYONE TALKS 

ABOUT HOW COMPLEX THE 

ISSUE IS. AND MEANWHILE, THE 

AMERICAN PEOPLE WATCH IN 

FRUSTRATION AS THEIR 

COVERAGE DWINDLES, OR EVEN 

DISAPPEARS IN SOME CASES, 

14 
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AND COSTS GO HIGHER AND 

HIGHER. 

IT'S TIME TO STOP 

POINTING FINGERS -- THERE'S 

PLENTY OF BLAME TO GO 

AROUND -- AND IT'S TIME TO 

REALL V DO SOMETHING. I 

DON'T MEAN IT'S TIME TO JUST 

TALK ABOUT DOING 

SOMETHING, I MEAN, IT'S TIME 
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TO INTRODUCE A BILL THAT 

WILL ACTUALLY PASS --THAT 

WILL HAVE BIPARTISAN 

SUPPORT, THE SUPPORT OF THE 

PRESIDENT, AND WILL BECOME 

LAW. 

THE PRESIDENT'S HEALTH 

CARE PROPOSAL -- AS WELL AS 

A SENATE REPUBLICAN PLAN I 

HAVE COSPONSORED ALONG 
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WITH 23 OF MY COLLEAGUES --

DEMONSTRATE THAT WE CAN 

ADDRESS THE ACCESS AND 

COST CONCERNS OF ALL 

AMERICANS WITHOUT 

CRIPPLING OUR ECONOMY, AND 

WITHOUT PUTTING OUR 

EMPLOYERS ON THE CRITICAL 

LIST WITH MANDATES AND NEW 
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TAXES, AS THE 11PLAY OR PAY11 

CROWD WOULD HAVE IT. 

WHAT THE 11PLAY OR PAY11 

PROPONENTS DON'T SEEM TO 

UNDERSTAND IS THAT SMALL 

BUSINESSES DO WANT TO 

PROVIDE HEAL TH INSURANCE 

TO THEIR EMPLOYEES. THEY 

JUST NEED A LITTLE HELP 

DOING IT. WE CAN EITHER HELP 
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LOW- AND MIDDLE-INCOME 

AMERICANS BUY INSURANCE ON 

THE FREE MARKET, OR WE CAN 

BURY OUR BUSINESSES UNDER 

A MOUNTAIN OF NEW 

MANDATES. YES, AMERICANS 

WANT AFFORDABLE HEALTH 

CARE, BUT THEY SHOULDN'T 

HAVE TO PAY FOR IT WITH THEIR 

JOBS. 
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THE MOST CRITICAL 

ELEMENT OF THE SENATE 

REPUBLICAN BILL AND THE 

PRESIDENT'S PROPOSAL IS THE 

USE OF INCENTIVES VERSUS 

MANDATES. REPUBLICANS 

CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT, 

GIVEN THE CHANCE, SMALL 

BUSINESS, THE SELF-EMPLOYED, 

AND MANY INDIVIDUALS WILL 
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SEEK TO PROTECT THEMSELVES 

AND THEIR EMPLOYEES. 

SOME PEOPLE WILL BE 

HELPED THROUGH THE USE OF 

TAX CREDITS. OTHERS WILL 

BENEFIT THROUGH THE 

EXPANSION OF THE COMMUNITY 

HEAL TH CLINIC PROGRAM, 

WHILE STILL OTHERS WILL AVAIL 

THEMSELVES OF COVERAGE 
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UNDER THE STATE PUBLICLY 

FINANCED PROGRAM. 

I BELIEVE ANY PROPOSAL 

MUST NOT ONLY ADDRESS 

MANY OF THE DEFICIENCIES OF 

OUR DELIVERY SYSTEM, BUT 

ALSO PRESERVE THE MANY 

STRENGTHS OUR CURRENT 

HEAL TH CARE SYSTEM OFFERS. 

OURS DOES THAT. 
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OUR HEALTH 

PROFESSIONALS CERTAINLY 

DESERVE A GREAT DEAL OF 

PRAISE. THANKS TO THEM, 

AMERICA IS THE MEDICAL 

MIRACLE WORKER. WE ARE 
' 

LIVING LONGER THAN EVER 

BEFORE. WE'VE DEFEATED 

PLAGUES; WE HAVE MADE 

MEDICAL ADVANCES THAT CAN 
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-

SAVE THE LIFE OF EVEN THE 

SMALLEST, FRAILEST NEWBORN; 

AND WE HAVE LEARNED HOW TO 

MAKE SPARE PARTS FOR 

NEARLY EVERY BODY ORGAN. 

THE QUALITY OF HEAL TH CARE 

THAT AMERICA'S 

PROFESSIONALS DELIVER IS 

ENVIED AND ADMIRED WORLD 

WIDE, AND IS SECOND TO NONE. 
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BUT UNFORTUNATELY, THIS 

IS NOT ENOUGH. YES, OUR 

HEAL TH CARE IS SUPERIOR TO 

THAT OF ANY OTHER NATION. 

BUT, THE CHALLENGE NOW IS 

TO MAKE THIS CARE AVAILABLE 

TO ALL AMERICANS -- AND TO 

LEAVE NO ONE OUT OF THE 

SYSTEM. 
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IN REAL LIFE WE HAVE 

FISCAL CONSTRAINTS, DEFICITS, 

AND CRIME AND DRUG 

PROBLEMS THAT ARE ALSO 

STRAINING OUR THINNING 

BUDGET. LIKE I SAID EARLIER, 

WASHINGTON HAS MANY 

AGENDAS. THERE IS NO SINGLE 

MAGICAL SOLUTION THAT WILL 
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ALWAYS RESULT IN A HAPPY 

ENDING. 

BUT WHILE THERE IS 

OBVIOUSLY MAJOR 

DISAGREEMENT OVER THE BIG 

REFORM PROPOSALS, I THINK 

WE CAN MAKE SOME IMMEDIATE 

PROGRESS IN OTHER AREAS 

THAT WILL RESULT IN MAKING 

INSURANCE MORE AFFORDABLE 
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AND AVAILABLE FOR THOSE 

WORKING FOR SMALL 

BUSINESSES. 

THE ADMINISTRATION, 24 

REPUBLICAN SENATORS AND 

SENATOR BENTSEN HAVE ALL 

PROPOSED LEGISLATION THAT 

PROVIDE FOR REFORM OF 

SMALL GROUP MARKET 

INSURANCE. WE ELIMINATE 
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MEDICAL UNDERWRITING, LIMIT 

PRE-EXISTING CONDITIONS, PUT 

LIMITS ON PREMIUMS, AND 

PROVIDE FOR OTHER CHANGES 

AIMED AT MAKING INSURANCE 

MORE AFFORDABLE. SENATOR 

BENTSEN HAS PROPOSED 

INCLUDING SOME VERSION OF 

THESE PROPOSALS IN THE TAX 

BILL WE'LL BE CONSIDERING 
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THIS WEEK. I THINK WE WILL 

LIKEL V REACH AGREEMENT ON 

THIS SMALL PACKAGE. 

BUT EVEN IF WE CAN 

REACH AGREEMENT ON THE 

SMALL REFORM PACKAGE OR 

THE BIG ONE, UNLESS WE CAN 

ALSO MAKE PROGRESS IN 

CHANGING THE FUNDAMENTAL 

BEHAVIOR OF PATIENTS AND 
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PROVIDERS OF HEAL TH CARE --

WE WILL REALLY HAVE DONE 

ONLY HALF OF THE JOB. 

PATIENTS HAVE TO START 

TAKING MORE RESPONSIBILITY 

FOR THEMSELVES, AND 

PROVIDERS HAVE TO HELP 

THEM LEARN TO USE THE 

SYSTEM MORE APPROPRIATELY. 

PROVIDERS THEMSELVES NEED 
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TO LEARN HOW TO ORGANIZE 

CARE IN A WAY THAT PROVIDES 

QUALITY WITH LESS QUANTITY 

AND FRANKLY HELP US SPEND 

OUR RESOURCES IN SMARTER 

WAYS. ITS NOT THAT WE'RE 

NOT SPENDING ENOUGH -- ITS 

THAT WE'RE NOT SPENDING IT 

IN THE RIGHT WAYS. 
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WE ARE Fl NALLY SEEING A 

NEEDED EMPHASIS ON 

PREVENTION, ON HEAL THY 

LIFESTYLES, ON PRIMARY CARE. 

I AM HOPEFUL THAT OUR 

FINANCING AND HEAL TH 

MANPOWER TRAINING 

PROGRAMS WILL BUILD ON 

THESE EFFORTS. 
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THE POLITICAL CLIMATE IS 

RIPE FOR ACTION BECAUSE 

REFORM HAS BECOME JUST AS 

CRUCIAL TO THE MIDDLE CLASS 

AS THE POOR. CONTRARY TO 

POPULAR BELIEF, THE 

UNINSURED ARE NOT 

DOMINATED BY WELFARE 

RECIPIENTS OR DEADBEATS; 

MORE THAN 85% OF THE THIRTY-
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SOME MILLION UNINSURED 

AMERICANS ARE WORKERS AND 

THEIR DEPENDENTS. UNLESS 

CONGRESS TAKES SOME 

ACTION, COSTS IN THE MEDICAL 

MARKETPLACE WILL CONTINUE 

TO SPEED OUT OF CONTROL, 

WHILE COVERAGE CONTINUES 

TO CREEP TO A HALT. 
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I THINK THAT'S A BITTER 

PILL NO AMERICAN SHOULD 

HAVE TO SWALLOW. 
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