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The Honorable George J. Mitchell 
Majority Leader, United States Senate 

George J. Mitchell was born in Waterville, Maine in 1933. His mother, Mary Saad Mitchell 
emigrated as a young girl from Lebanon and was a factory worker in mills in the Waterville 
area. His father, George Mitchell, was the son of Irish immigrants and worked as a laborer. 

Senator Mitchell attended Waterville public schools and Bowdoin College. In high school 
and college he played basketball. He graduated from Bowdoin in 1954 and served in Berlin, 
Germany, as an officer in the U.S. Army Counter Intelligence Corps until 1956. 

After leaving the Army, Mitchell attended the Georgetown University Law Center, where he 
attended night school and worked during the day as an insurance claims adjuster. After 
earning his law degree in 1960, he was a trial lawyer in the Antitrust Division of the Justice 
Department in Washington until 1962, when he became Executive Assistant to Senator 
Edmund S. Muskie of Maine. 

In 1965, Senator Mitchell returned to Maine and entered private law practice. He was active 
in the Maine Democratic Party, serving as Chairman from 1966 to 1968. In 1969, he 
became the Democratic National Committeeman from Maine, a post he held until 1977. 

In 1971, Mitchell served as an Assistant County Attorney, and in 1977 he became the U.S. 
Attorney for Maine. In 1979, he was appointed a U.S. District Court Judge; and in 1980, he 
resigned to accept appointment to the Senate to complete the unexpired term of Senator 
Muskie, who had resigned to become Secretary of State. Senator Mitchell is the only former 
Federal Judge serving in the Congress. 

Senator Mitchell won election to the Senate in his own right in 1982. He served as Chairman 
of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee from 1984 to 1986, leading the success-
ful effort to elect a Democratic majority to the Senate. 

In the lOOth Congress, Mitchell was named Deputy President Pro Tempore of the Senate. 
He also served as a member of the Senate Committee investigating the Iran-Contra affair. 

In 1988 Maine voters returned Mitchell to his second full term of office with 81 percent of 
the vote, the highest percentage received by any Senator of either party in that election year 
and the highest percentage ever received by a candidate in a state-wide election in Maine 
history. At the conclusion of the 1 OOth Congress, his colleagues elected him to be the Senate 
Majority Leader. 

Since 1981, Senator Mitchell has served on the Veterans Affiirs Committee. He is a member 
of the American Legion, Amvets, and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. He has also been a 
member of the Finance Committee since 1981, and has served on the Environment and 
Public Works Committee since 1980. Senator Mitchell is also a member of the Senate's 
National Ocean Policy Study group. As Majority Leader, he is a member of the Senate Arms 
Control Observer Group and an ex officio member of the Senate Intelligence Committee. 

A poll of senior-level Congressional staff conducted in 1988 found that Mitchell is regarded 
by this knowledgeable group as "the most respected Member of the Senate." 

Senator Mitchell has one daughter, Andrea, and makes his home in Portland, Maine. 

Senator George Mitchell 
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BOB DOLE 
KANSAS 

tlnitrd £'tat£s ~rnarr 
OFFICE OF THE REPUBLICAN LEADER 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-7020 

May 15, 1990 

The Honorable George J. Mitchell 
Majority Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear George, 

It is an honor and a pleasure to co-host this tribute with my 
distinguished colleague, Senator Alan Cranston. 

I know first hand, George, how worthy you are of this 
tribute. Your leadership and commitment to the United States and 
the global environment is well known among our Senate colleagues, 
and you demonstrate your honesty and integrity each day by being 
a strong leader of your Party and the Senate. 

Your leadership on the Clean Air Bill and continued advocacy 
of environmental matters is a clear demonstration of how strongly 
you feel about issues that directly affect your beautiful home 
state of Maine and all of us, as Americans. 

It's a pleasure to honor you, George, and as always, I look 
forward to working with you to shape the policies that govern 
Americans across the Nation. 

~ely, 

BOB~ 

ALAN CRANSTON 
CALIFORNIA 

OFFICE OP' 

THE DEMOCRATIC WHIP 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

May 7, 1990 

The Honorable George J. Mitchell 
Majority Leader 
Senate of the United States 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear George: 

It's an unqualified pleasure to be part of the tribute being 
paid you on May 15. In a city where bestowing honors is 
commonplace if not mundane, it is unusual to be able to mean 
what you say about someone. And I mean it when I say that you 
are one of the few Senators I've met who I'm convinced will 
play a major role in the history of our times. 

Your being honored by the Environmental and Energy Study 
Institute is a reflection of one of the many subjects on which 
you've provided national leadership. While the smog which 
engulfs Los Angeles is a far different problem from the acid 
rain which falls on Maine, you have demonstrated the dimension 
of your leadership in trying to develop a national consensus 
to satisfy both competing regional demands and the unfortunate 
intransigence of the Administration. 

On the environment, as in many other domestic and foreign 
policy issues, you've combined a broad, wise, even profound 
depth of knowledge with a focus on legislative detail which is 
the mark of a superior leader. 

It's been great to serve with you, George. You set a standard 
of leadership which is an inspiration to us all. 

So I extend my best wishes to you and enthusiastically join 
the EESI in this highly deserved tribute. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 5 of 25



BOllrd of DINCtora 

Chairman 
James Gustave Speth" 

Vice Chairman 
John W. Rowe• 

Secretary· Treasurer 
S. David Freeman• 

Joan Z. Bernstein 
Lester R. Brown 
Carleton 0 . Burtt 
John H. Chafee 

Gerald Decker 
Carol E. Dinkins 
Joseph L. Fisher• 
Robert Fri 
Slade Gorton 
John Heinz 
James M . Jeffords 
C. Payne Lucas 
Paul N. McCloskey, Jr. 

George G. Montgomery, Jr. 

Edmund S. Muskie 

Richard L. Ottinger• 

Ruth Patrick 

John Quarles 
Roger W . Sant• 
John F. Seiberling 
John J . Sheehan 

Russell E. Train 

Victoria J . Tschinkel 

Robert B. Wallace 
Donna W. Wise 
Larry Young 

Executive Director 
Ken Murphy 

*Executive Committee 

i.Enuirnnmtntal anh i.Entrgy .%thy Jnntitutt 
122 Qt "1rut. N Jiii., &ttr 700 

DlnslJington, II.Qt. 20001 
(202) 628-1400 

The Honorable George J. Mitchell 
Majority Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. c. 20510 

Dear Mr. Majority Leader: 

It is a distinct privilege for the Environmental 
and Energy Study Institute to host this 1990 
Congressional Leadership Dinner in your honor. 

In the brief time you have served as Majority 
Leader, you have shown an extraordinary dedication to 
the institution and its integrity, as well as to those 
values you obviously hold so dear. 

On environmental issues, most especially the Clean 
Air Act, you have kept to your principles while 
achieving a remarkable degree of comity among your 
colleagues on one of the most fractious issues of the 
last decade. 

At EESI, we are particularly grateful for your 
support for integrating cost-saving energy efficiency 
strategies into the acid rain title of the Clean Air 
Act. 

It is a genuine pleasure to watch you lead the 
Senate and gratifying to have the opportunity to pay 
you a small tribute. 

\("" ""'~ Ken Murphy 
Executive Dire tor 

Sincerely, 

Q,~s~ 
James Gustave Speth 
Chairman 

EDMUND s. MUSKIE 

May 15, 1990 

The Honorable George J. Mitchell 
Majority Leader 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear George: 

I am delighted to be a host of this tribute 
to you and your accomplishments. On behalf of my 
friends and colleagues on the Board of Directors 
and the staff of the Environmental and Energy 
Study Institute, I salute you! 

You are to be commended on your steadfast 
commitment to the protection of the national and 
global environment. 

I am proud of you ... Maine is proud of you 
... and our country is proud of you. Keep up the 
good work! 

With deep affection, I am 

Since:i;e.ly, < , 

Ed~nd ~) 

CHADBOURNE & PARKE 

Muskie 

1101 VERMONT AVENUE. N . W ., WASHINGTON, 0 . C . 20005 

(202l 269·3000: TRT TELEX 140162 

30 ROCKEf'ELLER PLAZA. NEW YORK. NEW YORK 10112 

(212) 408· 5100: WUI TELEX 620520 
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Environmental and Energy Study Institute 

Board of Directors 
James Gustave Speth, Chairman 
John W. Rowe, Vice Chairman 

S. David Freeman, Secretary-Treasurer 

Joan Z. Bernstein 
Lester R. Brown 

Carleton D. Burtt 
John H. Chafee 
Gerald Decker 

Carol E. Dinkins 
Joseph L. Fisher 

Robert Fri 
John Heinz 

James M. Jeffords 
C. Payne Lucas 

Paul N. McCloskey, Jr. 
George G. Montgomery, Jr. 

Edmund S. Muskie 
Richard L. Ottinger 

Ruth Patrick 
John Quarles 

Roger W. Sant 
John F. Seiberling 
John J. Sheehan 
Russell E. Train 

Victoria J. Tschinkel 
Robert B. Wallace 
Donna W. Wise 

Larry Young 

Staff 
Ken Murphy, Executive Director 

Judy Campbell Bird 
Janet Edmond 
Michael Fallon 

Nancy Mathews 
Beth Nalker 
Karen Park 

Gareth Porter 
Joseph Raeder 
Kenny Sharp 

Wendy Snader 
Carol Werner 
Michael Witt 

It is Senator Mitchell's wish that the proceeds 
from this event go to the Environmental and 
Energy Study Institute's Leadership Development 
Program. This unique program funds special 
educational initiatives to stimulate new, well-
informed, bi-partisan Congressional leadership on 
emerging environmental and energy issues. 

The Environmental and Energy Study Institute is 
an independent, non-partisan policy analysis 
organization established in cooperation with 
the leaders of the Congressional Environmental 
and Energy Study Conference, Congress' largest 
legislative service organization with 
more than 90 Senators -'. 
and 290 Representa-
tives as members. 

Pcmaquid Point Light, Maine 
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Homedco, on behalf of the 
Nation's Home Medical - - Equipment Industry, salutes 
a great leader - - - --- --- ---- - - ------ George J. Mitchell - ' -
Jeremy M. Jones 
President 
Homed co 
17 650 Newhope Street 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 

New England Telephone 

And Friends Of 

Senator Muskie TOYOTA 
Salute 

Senator George Mitchell 

Congratulations 
Majority Leader 

Mitchell. .. -~~-
Thank you :9Uli'8 for your continuing 

strong and balanced 
leadership on Best Wishes Leader 

environmental issues. 

Your friends at 
W. R. Grace & Co. 

BF/salutes 
Senator George Mitchell 

and his tireless efforts on behalf of 
a cleaner environment. 

We, too, share his dream now and 
for generations to come. 

BROWNING-FERRIS INDUSTRIES 
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Congratulations, Senator Mitchell 

lHECDUNCIL 
FORSOUDWASl'E 

SOll1I10NS 

1275 K Street. NW 
Suite 400 

Washington, DC 2(0)5 
20'2.371.5319 

A Program of The Society of the Plastics Industry, Inc. 

Leadership. 
The Waste Management Advantage. 
As the world leader in comprehensive waste 
collection, treatment and disposal services, 
Waste Management has a long history of re-
sponding to community needs with enviromen-
tally sound and cost-effective solutions. 

Our voluntary residential and commer-
cial recycling programs lead the nation. Our 
landfills are earning awards for environmental 
responsibility. And we're tapping valuable 
sources of energy from trash. 

IQ Waste Management, Inc. 
\!!!:/ Helping the world dispose of Its problems.® 

These programs and more are proving that ef-
ficient waste management is an integrated 
system of many solutions -- each blending 
together to form a complete program. 

The focus on leadership at Waste Manage-
ment is reflected in our accomplishments and in 
the attitudes of our people. Call your local office 
for more information or contact our world head-
quarters. Discover the difference leadership 
can make for you. 

3003 Butterfield Road 
Oak Brook, IL 60521 
3121572-8800 

The Society of Cardiovascular and lntervenlional Radiology 
(SCVIR) is proud lo honor the Senate's distinguished Majority 
leader 

George J. Mitchell 

Eric Mortin, M.D. 
President, SCVIR 
Columbia Presbyterian 
Medical Center 
622 W. l 68th Street 
New York, New York l 0032 

Barry T. Katzen, M.D. 
Immediate Past President, SCVIR 
Miami Vascular Institute 
8900 N. Kendall Drive 
Miami, Florida 3317 6 
(305) 598-5990 

We at the UAW 
have long considered 

George Mitchell 
to be a close and 
special friend. 

We share his concern for 
the environment, appreciate 
his strong leadership in the 
Senate, and proudly join in 
this special tribute to him. 

e. 
International Union, UAW 

Owen Bieber 
President 

Bill Casstevens 
Secretary -Treasurer 

Saluting the Leadership of George Mitchell 
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SMOKELESS TOBACCO 

TO SENATOR GEORGE MITCHELL: 

COUNCIL, INC. 
It is with great pride 

that we join in this tribute to you. 
We appreciate your 

2550 M Street, NW superb representation of the people 
Suite 300 of the State of Maine 

Washington, DC 20037 as United States Senator 
and your visionary leadership 

The Smokeless Tobacco Industry 
as Senate Majority Leader. 

pays tribute to Senator George Mitchell, Congratulations a great leader. on your many accomplishments 
and best wishes for future success. 

Michael J. Kerrigan, President 
BA TH IRON WORKS CORPORATION 

We proudly join in honoring 

Senator George 1 Mitchell 
In recognition of 

Senate Majority Leader and we salute him 
George Mitchell's 

for his commitment leadership efforts 
and strong commitment to affordable housing. 
to a clean environment 

Bethlehem·~ ~ 
The National Association of Home Builders 

Fannie Mae 
Salutes 

Senate Majority Leader 
George Mitchell 

)( FannieMae 
,. The USA's Housing Partner 

Thank you 
for your 
leadership 
on the 
environment. 
National Wildlife Federation staff 
and 5.8 million members and supporters. 

----

U.S.WINDPOWER 

U .S. WINDPOWER IS 

PLEASED TO 

SUPPORT THE 

EN VIRONMENTAL 

AND ENERGY STUDY 

INSTITUTE'S 

LEADERSHIP 

DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAM IN HONOR 

OF SENATE 

MAJ ORITY LEADER 

GEORGE MITCHELL. 

U . S. WINDPOWER, I NC. 
6952 PRESTON AVENUE• L IVERMORE, CA 94550 

(4 15 ) 455-6720 

Best Wishes 
to the Senator 
responsible for 

tr an sf orming the 
hazardous waste 
industry into the 

business of 
environmental 

protection. 

H\\'11 
Hazardous Waste Treatment Council 
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Dow lets you do 
great things. 
~ 

'Trademark of The Dow Chemical Company 

Archer Daniels Midland Company is pleased to 
participate in this tribute to 

Senator George Mitchell 

ADM ... ARCHER DANIELS MIDLAND COMPANY y BOX 1470, DECATUR, ILLINOIS 62525 
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e A LOT OF CYNICS SAY THE 

CLEAN AIR ACT WAS A COP-

OUT; THAT IT WAS SLAPPED 
-- \ 
TOGETHER BY THE SPECIAL 

I 

INTERESTS; THE LITTLE GUY WAS 

SHUT- OUT; WE CAVED - IN TO BIG 

BUSINESS LOBBYISTS -- ALL ,, ,, 
BEHIND CLOSED DOORS; IN SOME 

SMOKE FILLED ROOM: WELL, THIS 

WAS THE CLEAN AIR ACT --
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WE DID EVERYTHIN THEY SAID 
LC 

WE DID ... BUT WITHOUT THE SMOKE. - -

• SPEAKING OF ''CLOSED DOORS~' 

I WAS PRETTY MAD WHEN I TRIED 

TO GET INTO ONE OF THOSE 

CLOSED DOOR MEETINGS AND 

FOUND OUT THAT THE DOOR WAS 

LOCKED TIGHT. I POUNDED AND 

POUNDED BUT THE DOOR NEVER -
OPENED. 
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I FOUND OUT LATER SUNUNU 
HAD THE LOCKS CHANGEDI . . . 

.. , . HARD TO BELIEVE, BECAUSE THE 
MEETING WAS IN MY OFFICEll 
e I KNOW ACID RAIN IS A BIG 
PROBLEM IN NEW ENGLAND. IT'S 

• A BIG PROBLEM IN WASHINGTON 
TOO, EXCEPT HERE WE CALL IT -,, EVANS AND NOVAK.'' 
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TRIBUTE TO SENA TOR MITCHELL 

ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY STUDY INSTIT 

MAY 14, 1990 

DURING DEBATE ON THE 

CLEAN AIR ACT, THE MAJORITY 

LEADER OF THE UNITED ST A TES 

SENA TE, GEORGE MITCHELL, 

1 
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ST A TED HE HAD TWO ROLE 

MODELS IN HIS LIFE -- THE 

FIRST WAS HIS FATHER, GEORGE; 

AND THE SECOND WAS THE 

INDIVIDUAL WHO GA VE HIM HIS 

ST ART IN GOVERNMENT SERVICE, 

SENA TOR ED MUSKIE. 

SO IT IS TRULY A PLEASURE 

TO HA VE BEEN INCLUDED IN THIS 

TRIBUTE, GIVEN BY SOMEONE IN 

WHOM GEORGE HAS SO MUCH 

2 
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RESPECT. 

AS WE ALL KNOW, THE 

SENA TE, AFTER 13 YEARS, HAS 

REAUTHORIZED THE CLEAN AIR 

ACT. AND, A TREMENDOUS 

AMOUNT OF CREDIT FOR THIS 

ACCOMPLISHMENT SHOULD BE 

GIVEN TO SENA TOR MITCHELL. 

SOME HA VE SAID 'GEORGE 

HAS DEDICATED THE FIRST 10 

YEARS OF HIS SENA TE CAREER 

3 
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-------------- --

TO GETTING A CLEAN AIR BILL 

ENACTED.' AND, IT'S TRUE. IT 

TOOK GEORGE THE FIRST 9 

YEARS JUST TO LEARN ALL THE 

TERMS, AND THEN HE GOT THE 

BILL THROUGH THE SENA TE IN 

THE LAST YEAR. 

BUT, WE DID END UP WITH 

A BILL THAT CAN BE A ROLE 

MODEL FOR ALL OTHER 

COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD TO 

4 
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FOLLOW. A BILL THAT WE CAN 

PROUDLY CALL A MAJOR 

ADVANCEMENT IN 

ENVIRONMENT AL PROTECTION. 

IT WASN'T EASY TO GET 

TO THIS POINT. AS YOU ALL 

KNOW, ALMOST AN ENTIRE 

MONTH WAS SPENT BY A 

BIPARTISAN GROUP OF 

SENA TORS WHO MET IN 

GEORGE'S CONFERENCE ROOM 

5 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 21 of 25



IN THE CAPITOL, SEEKING A 

COMPROMISE WHICH COULD 

PASS THE SENA TE. 

WE HAD TO PUT REALISTIC 

ENVIRONMENT AL PROTECTION 

BEFORE DEEPLY HELD DESIRES TO 

BE MORE PRISTINE OR TO 

ALLOW GREATER EMISSIONS 

AND FEWER INTRUSIONS ON 

BUSINESS AND A LESSER IMPACT 

ON JOBS. 

6 
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SOME HA VE CRITICIZED 

SENA TOR MITCHELL FOR JOINING 

IN WEAKENING THE CLEAN AIR 

BILL. I CAN TELL YOU WITHOUT 

RESERVATION THAT, WITHOUT 

GEORGE MITCHELL'S LEADERSHIP, 

A MUCH WEAKER BILL WOULD 

HA VE PASS ED THE SENA TE. HE 

KEPT OUR FEET TO THE FIRE, 

INSISTING THAT A STRONG, 

RESPONSIVE AND RESPONSIBLE 

7 
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BILL WOULD PASS. HE WAS 

ABLE TO OVERCOME THE 

REGIONAL DIFFERENCES WHICH 

DEFEATED EARLIER EFFORTS TO 

REAUTHORIZE THE BILL, TO GIVE 

A LITTLE, BUT TO GAIN A GREAT 

DEAL MORE. 

SUMMARY 

SO, I AM PROUD TO HA VE 

BEEN INVITED TO THIS TRIBUTE. 

8 
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ED MUSKIE WAS WELL KNOWN 

AS A TRAILBLAZER FOR 

ENVIRONMENT AL PROTECTION. 

TONIGHT I CAN GIVE YOU AN 

UNQUALIFIED REPORT THAT 

NEITHER THE ST A TE OF MAINE 

NOR OUR COUNTRY LOST THAT 

SPIRIT OR COMMITMENT WHEN 

ED HANDED THE REINS OVER TO 

GEORGE. 

9 
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