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WE HAVE COME TO BELIEVE THAT EACH OF OUR 

NATIONS IS COMMITIED TO A POLICY THAT ALLOWS 

PEOPLE TO ARTICULATE THEIR OWN VIEWS, AND SHAPE 

THEIR OWN DESTINY. 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE SEE LITHUANIA AS A "LITMUS 

TEST11 OF SOVIET COMMITMENT TO THOSE PRINCIPLES. 
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I THINK IT IS CLEAR THAT PRESIDENT BUSH IS DOING 

EVERYTHING HE CAN NOT -- REPEAT: NOT -- TO 

COMPLICATE LIFE FOR PRESIDENT GORBACHEV. AS YOU 

ALL PROBABLY KNOW, HE IS TAKING SOME HEAT --

INCLUDING FROM SOME IN OUR PARTY -- FOR THE 

RESTRAINT, THE PATIENCE, HE HAS SHOWN. 

HE HAS DEMONSTRATED, THROUGH THAT PATIENCE 

AND RESTRAINT, THE IMPORTANCE HE ATIACHES TO 

CONTINUED GOOD U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS. 
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HE IS NOT GOING TO DO ANYTHING TO JEOPARDIZE 

THOSE RELATIONS. 

BUT PRESIDENT BUSH CAN ONLY DO SO MUCH. 

THE REST -- EQUAL RESTRAINT; EQUAL GOOD 

COMMON SENSE -- THE REST MUST COME FROM 

MOSCOW. 

I SEND THAT MESSAGE AS ONE WHO STRONGLY 

SUPPORTS THE PRESIDENT'S LEADERSHIP, BOTH IN 

GENERAL AND ON THIS ISSUE. I SEND IT IN THE HOPE 

THAT IT WILL NOT IN ANY WAY BE MISUNDERSTOOD, BUT 

SEEN AS EXACTLY WHAT IT IS -- CANDID COUNSEL, GIVEN 

IN GOOD FAITH. 
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THAT IS THE OVERALL CONTEXT OF OUR RELATIONS 

-- VASTLY IMPROVED, BUT WITH IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

MARKS AND SOME NEW TROUBLE SPOTS. 

WHAT ABOUT THE IMMEDIATE ISSUES? 

THE SUMMIT IS ON COURSE. BARRING A SUDDEN 

DETERIORATION IN LITHUANIA--AND I DON'T EXPECT 

THAT -- IT WILL STAY ON COURSE. 
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IT WILL BE AN IMPORTANT EVENT, BOTH FOR THE 

SPECIFIC AGREEMENTS THAT WE ARE STILL HOPING TO 

ACHIEVE, AND ALSO TO GIVE NEW MOMENTUM TO OUR 

RELATIONSHIP AT A SENSITIVE TIME. 

THE LAST TIME GORBACHEV CAME TO WASHINGTON, 

HE WOWED US ALL. THIS TIME, I EXPECT THE RECEPTION 

WILL BE A LITILE LESS GIDDY. BUT -- IF NEITHER SIDE 

MAKES ANY SERIOUS MISSTEPS THIS MONTH -- I HOPE 

THE SUBSTANTIVE RESULTS OF THIS ENCOUNTER WILL BE 

EVEN MORE SIGNIFICANT. 
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DESPITE CONCERNS ABOUT LITHUANIA AND OTHER 

ISSUES, WE ARE STILL MAKING PROGRESS ON IMPORTANT 

ELEMENTS OF OUR RELATIONSHIP. 

WE'RE NOT QUITE AS OPTIMISTIC AS WE WERE A 

NUMBER OF MONTHS AGO ABOUT ACTUALLY ACHIEVING 

AGREEMENTS ON LONG-RANGE MISSILES AND ON 

CHEMICAL WEAPONRY. BUT WE HAVE NOT GIVEN UP 

HOPE, AND ARE STILL WORKING HARD. 
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AND -- WHETHER OR NOT WE CAN ACTUALLY SIGN 

SUCH AGREEMENTS IN WASHINGTON NEXT MONTH -- THE 

FACT IS THAT WE HAVE MADE ENORMOUS PROGRESS IN 

THESE CRITICAL AREAS. GOOD AGREEMENTS CAN SERVE 

THE NATIONAL SECURITY INTERESTS OF BOTH 

COUNTRIES, AND CONTRIBUTE GREATLY TO 

-
INTERNATIONAL STABILITY. 
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I HAVE SAID, AND REPEAT AGAIN TODAY: OUR 

EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE THESE MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL 

TREATIES OUGHT TO BE "FENCED", OR "DE-LINKED," AS 

MUCH AS POSSIBLE FROM OTHER ASPECTS OF OUR 

RELATIONS. 

AS LONG AS THE AGREEMENTS ARE SOUND, 

BINDING, AND VERIFIABLE -- WE OUGHT TO PURSUE THEM 

UNTIL THEY ARE READY, AND SIGN THEM WHEN THEY ARE. 
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WE ARE ALSO MOVING AHEAD ON ECONOMIC 

RELATIONS -- THOUGH, CANDIDLY, THERE IS MUCH 

GREATER SKEPTICISM IN WASHINGTON ON THE WISDOM 

OF MOVING RAPIDLY ON THAT FRONT RIGHT NOW, AGAIN 

BECAUSE OF LITHUANIA. 

IN ANY CASE, AS THE RECENT ANNOUNCEMENT IN 

PARIS INDICATED, WE HAVE NEARLY REACHED 

AGREEMENT ON THE OUTLINES OF A GENERAL TRADE 

PACT. JUDGING BY MEDIA REPORTS, WE ARE ALSO IN THE 

PROCESS OF LIBERALIZING SOVIET ACCESS TO CERTAIN 

KINDS OF AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY AND EQUIPMENT, 

SUCH AS COMPUTERS. 
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ONE THING I DID GET RIGHT BACK IN THAT 1986 

ARTICLE WAS A STRONG PITCH FOR EXPANDED 

U.S.-SOVIET TRADE. OBVIOUSLY, THAT KIND OF TRADE IS 

MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL. 

REPRESENTING A GRAIN-PRODUCING STATE, I KNOW 

HOW IMPORTANT THE SOVIET MARKET ALREADY IS IN 

SOME AREAS; AND CAN BE IN OTHERS. 
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BEING FAMILIAR WITH SOVIET ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, 

I ALSO KNOW HOW IMPORTANT ACCESS TO OUR MARKET 

CAN BE FOR THE SOVIET UNION. WE HAVE THE 

TECHNOLOGY, GOODS AND SERVICES THAT ARE IN 

CRITICALLY SHORT SUPPLY IN THE SOVIET UNION. 

AGAIN, THOUGH -- I DON 1T WANT TO SOUND LIKE A 

"BROKEN RECORD, 11 BUT I MUST ADD THIS CAUTIONARY 

NOTE: A BILATERAL TRADE AGREEMENT, INCLUDING 

PROVISION OF MFN STATUS TO THE SOVIET UNION, WILL 

REQUIRE CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL. AND, UNTIL THE 

LITHUANIAN SITUATION CLARIFIED, THAT APPROVAL JUST 

CAN 1T BE TAKEN FOR GRANTED. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 37 of 42











37 

EACH OF THEM ACTS FROM THE FIRM CONVICTION 

THAT INCREASING COOPERATION BElWEEN OUR 

NATIONS CAN BRING ENORMOUS BENEFITS TO BOTH. 

THEY HAVE US ON THE RIGHT PATH. IT'S UP TO 

THEM, AND TO ALL OF US, TO KEEP WORKING HARD -- TO 

MAKE SURE WE STAY THERE. 
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