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some aspec t of heal th care . Accordingly 1" e 1·wul d b e 
to have you a ddress the topic of curren t h ea lth 
particularly as it relates to nursing in acule c ar e 

The Dinner Lec ture will be held on campus, in th e Le avy 
Center Ballroom. I am holding two dates with hopes that y o u ma y 
be availab le on on e o f th e m. The dat e s are Wednesday, April ~ 
a nd Wedn e sday , April 11. If these date s a re not c onv e ni e nt but 
you w ou.ld -"11.l{e --To join u s , pl ease have yo ur staff l e t me kn o w a n d 
I will try to arrang e th e pr og ram around y o ur schedul e . 
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thaL you i{ !.'e ri oL ge ri ei·ally aul ,_, Lu ma i, e CU!ll!lli L 1ne n ls Lhi::; C: t l' II! 

ad\"<.,.!l CC . l .. 11i o r·Lu11a l r~ l.' · , T 11e~? Lu 1111 : ;,, , 1·\· e1·, e ffor· L L u 1_ ·u 11 Ci !' I" 
. . ~ . - • rr·• ' 'l lne r·uo ! ::~~~E' \'dLL U !I U .\ ,J (irlUC!I'\" iJ J. j ",j :J \.i . !_ Cil~ O :!iU:::> \, l ( i\ (! Li ~i' 

i n ' i L u L j ' > ! 1 ·:-; p !. · i r 1 C"e-U--rr rrJ -t:H.J -~.:- - - \..J 4! 1--l-- i r 1 a ci '· u r ~ c e s o L i l n i 1 ! u ~ · s e ~'"'."·· h' 11 ~ ' 

arc 1 r1t _ c ~ ·c:-:.L <..: <J J. i1 c1L t. t ~ riu.ir1 ~ ar· c· <..l~Jl. e Lu ~~! · 1· <. tt~g ~ Lh ·_·L!..' -,1 ·i1 t_ .. (~ul ·~ · -:.. . 
. i.\l l o~ o ur· 11urs e :-:-.: a-re i.n , 1 Lc'd Lo Lhis r~\ 1 -· : 1i... arid :t p : ; 1· u>. i: : ;~ ~l 1__~l .' <_ ) '. l l 

h u n d ! · e d nu , . s es h ~ v e ;-i. l \.. <.: r 1 t i(! d each 
~ · ecor· d al lc ndar l< ' l ' i[ .You ;1r· r: ab] .. 

' ' ~ar. a! l '._ L t' t ! ) ; ~ l • ' ~ I 

Lo a c 1 : c _' i-' ~ u u1· i r1,1 L a L L<J r1 . 

7: 

: / 
,I - ,, -. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 1 of 33



I'll: nu;_ surl:'. IiUh' ufi .. en you hc.ve Lhe oppur·Lu11iLy Lu ::;peuh Lu 

'lursc;;, L!1c peuple 1,·ho a!.·e L1·uly 011 Lill' l1ne JI1 Lh1~ ho;;pi.\..al;; I.Jul 
I hope LhaL you 1,;ill Lal\c Lhis opporlunily Lu '.iu su . l\nu"· LliaL 
1-.1e are \'er·.\· inleresled in hearing you1· pet·;;p1-:c·L1vc 

affecling health care .today. 
on ll1e issues 

\.;hen .vou make your decision or if you li:n·e an~ · questions I 
can be ceached at 184-2310. 

\_/ 
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Pamela Feinstein, R\ 
~lanager, :-.;urse I?.ecr·uitmcnt &. I-{elenLion 
Georgeto1-.1n liniversiL~- !1ospital 
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& RETENTION DINNER 
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--------
----~- -

HEAL TH POLICY IN THE 1990'S 

THE 1990'S PRESENT A 

CHALLENGING OPPORTUNITY TO 

ESTABLISH A POSITIVE DIRECTION 

FOR THE FUTURE. THE ECONOMICS 

OF THIS NATION'S HEAL TH CARE 

SYSTEMS DEMAND THAT WE 

ADDRESS ISSUES OF ACCESS, 

QUALITY AND ACCOUNT ABILITY. 
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THE OPPORTUNITY FOR NURSES 

TO ASSUME LEADERSHIP IN 

MANAGED CARE FOR DELIVERY 

OF SERVICES HAS NEVER BEEN 

GREATER. AS OUR NATION'S 

LARGEST WORKFORCE THE 

NURSING PROFESSION IS IN A 

POSITION OF COMBINED 

STRENGTH 

POTENTIAL. 

AND 
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YOU HAVE THE CLINICAL 

EXPERTISE THAT IS NEEDED TO 

MEET RURAL HEAL TH CARE NEEDS 

OF OUR NATION. 

AND YOU HAVE THE EDUCATED 

AND UNITED MEMBERSHIP THAT IS 

READY AND ABLE TO ADVANCE 

A RESPONSIVE HEAL TH CARE 

SYSTEM. 
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CONSUMERS OF HEAL TH CARE 

WILL NOT ONLY CONSIDER THE 

COST OF SERVICES BUT THE 

QUALITY OF CARE THEY ARE 

PURCHASING. AND WE WILL NEED 

TO RELY ON YOUR EXPERIENCE 

AS WE DEAL WITH KEY 

QUESTIONS, SUCH AS -- TRENDS 

IN DELIVERY AND EDUCATION 

SYSTEMS, IN HOME AND 
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COMMUNITY BASED PROGRAMS, 

AND THE PUBLIC HEAL TH OF OUR 

NATION 

COSTS & ACCESS TO CARE 

CONCERNS ABOUT THE COST 

OF HEAL TH CARE HA VE 

DOMINA TED THE U.SN POLICY 

DISCUSSIONS FOR THE PAST 

TWENTY YEARS. THESE CONCERNS 

HA VE BEEN ECHOED IN THE 

6 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 8 of 33



PRIVATE SECTOR, AND 

CORPORA TE LEADERS ARE 

PLACING THE COST OF HEALTH 

CARE NEAR THE TOP OF THEIR 

POLICY PRIORITIES. 

HEALTH CARE WILL ALWA VS BE 

CLOSE TO THE TOP OF THE 

DOMESTIC POLITICAL AGENDA. IT 

IS THERE NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF 

CONCERN ABOUT THE HEAL TH OF 
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OUR PEOPLE, BUT BECAUSE OF 

THE ENORMOUS IMPACT ON 

FEDERAL, ST A TE, LOCAL AND 

PRIVATE SECTOR BUDGETS. 

THE COST OF HEAL TH CARE 

ALSO AFFECTS GOVERNMENT 

PROGRAMS SUCH AS MEDICARE 

AND MEDICAID WHICH PLAY KEY 

ROLES IN OUR UNBALANCED 

FEDERAL BUDGET. 
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SINCE THE INCEPTION OF THE 

MEDICARE AND MEDICAID 

PROGRAMS IN 1965, CONGRESS 

HAS BEEN TORN BETWEEN GOALS 

WHICH ARE SOMETIMES MUTUALLY 

EXCLUSIVE -- PROVIDING 

ACCESS TO QUALITY CARE WHILE 

KEEPING COSTS UNDER CONTROL. 

IN TIMES OF PERSISTENT 

DEFICITS, SUCH AS THE ONE 
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-- -

PLAGUING THIS NATION, FEDERAL, 

ST A TE AND LOCAL LEGISLATURES 

ARE FACED WITH THE DILEMMA 

OF FINANCING THE INCREASING 

COSTS OF HEAL TH CARE. AND 

IT'S THEIR CHILDREN WHO WILL 

PICK UP THE TAB, AS THESE 

LEGISLATURES BORROW FOR THE 

HEAL TH CARE THEY PURCHASE. 
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DIFFICULT DECISIONS 

THE DEFICIT, SLOWER 

ECONOMIC GROWTH, AND THE 

EXTRAORDINARY SURGE OF 

HEAL TH CARE COSTS HA VE 

ADDED THE TASK OF REDEFINING 

HEAL TH CARE COSTS TO THE 

GOVERNMENT'S TRADITIONAL 

RESPONSIBILITY OF PROVIDING 

SERVICES. 
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THE RESPONSIBLE POLITICIAN 

NOW CITES NOT WHAT HE HAS 

SPENT, BUT WHAT HE HAS SAVED. 

SADLY THIS NEW RESPONSIBILITY 

BEARS WITH IT CONSEQUENCES 

THAT ARE SOMETIMES 

UNPLEASANT FOR BOTH THE 

HEAL TH CARE PROVIDER AND THE 

PATIENT. 
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HEAL TH CARE ISSUES 

BEFORE CONGRESS 

THE ISSUES CONFRONTING 

CONGRESS THIS DECADE WILL 

AGAIN TOUCH ON COSTS AND 

ACCESS FOR AMERICANS OF 

EVERY AGE GROUP. 

THERE ARE A WHOLE HOST OF 

HEAL TH CARE RELATED DILEMMAS 

TO BE ADDRESSED, WHICH 
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INCLUDE: 

0 A PROMINENT FEDERAL ROLE 

FOR THE DELIVERY OF MATERNAL 

AND CHILD HEAL TH CARE 

0 HEAL TH COVERAGE FOR 

BOTH THE UNEMPLOYED, AND 

UNINSURED WORKERS AND THEIR 

FAMILIES. 

0 LACK OF LONG TERM CARE 

FINANCING 
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0 EXPANSION OF ALTERNATIVE 

NON INSTITUTIONAL SERVICES 

SUCH AS HOME HEAL TH CARE 

AND COMMUNITY-BASED 

NURSING SERVICES. 

0 AND THE CARE AND 

TREATMENT OF THOSE WITH AIDS 

AND THE PROTECTION OF THOSE 

UNINFECTED. 
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AS OUR POPULATION AGES 

AND THE INCIDENCE OF 

CHRONIC, DEBILITATING 

DISORDERS INCREASES, AND AS 

TECHNOLOGY MAKES ARTIFICIAL 

LIFE SUPPORT EVEN MORE 

EFFECTIVE, THE LIFE OR DEA TH 

DILEMMA WILL BECOME 

INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT. 

16 
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WE ARE ALREADY SEEING AN 

INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF 

LIVING WILLS, ALONG WITH THE 

INCREASING INVOLVEMENT OF 

THE CLERGY, ETHICISTS, AND THE 

COURTS. AS NURSES, YOU ARE 

MOST INTIMATELY AW ARE OF THE 

SIGNIFICANCE OF NEW 

TECHNOLOGIES, AND UNDER ST AND 

FULL WELL THE CONSEQUENCES -
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- AND THE OPPORTUNITIES --

THESE 

PROVIDE. 

MODERN MIRACLES 

WE HA VE LEARNED THE HARD 

WAY THAT SIMPLY POURING 

MONEY ON THE PROBLEM IS NOT 

THE ANSWER. WE'VE SPENT 

BILLIONS OF TAXPAYER DOLLARS 

AND YET THE BAD NEWS ON THE 

HEAL TH CARE FRONT CONTINUES. 

18 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 20 of 33



I DON'T THINK I HA VE TO 

CONVINCE YOU OF THE NEED TO 

IMPROVE THE COORDINATION OF 

AVAILABLE SERVICES IN MEDICAID 

-- THE EARLY AND PERIODIC 

SCREENING, DIAGNOSTIC AND 

TREATMENT PROGRAMS; THE WIC 

PROGRAM; AND THE MATERNAL 

AND CHILD HEAL TH BLOCK 

GRANTS. IN THE CASE OF WIC, 
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FOR EXAMPLE, WE TOO OFTEN 

SEE HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS 

FORGET THE IMPORTANCE OF 

NUTRITION. 

FURTHER IMPROVEMENT IN 

MEDICAID AND EMPLOYEE-BASED 

INSURANCE MUST BE MADE. THE 

DRASTIC EROSION IN PRIVATE 

INSURANCE IN RECENT YEARS 

CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO MANY 
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REASONS: TOUGH ECONOMIC 

TIMES FOR EMPLOYERS, 

INCREASING PREMIUMS THAT 

SOME EMPLOYERS SIMPLY 

CANNOT AFFORD, AND 

INELIGIBILITY FOR COVERAGE 

BECAUSE THE EMPLOYEE IS PART-

TIME OR CONSIDERED HIGH RISK. 

WE HAVE TO FIND A WAY TO 

REVERSE THAT TREND AND IT 

21 
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MAY TAKE SPENDING SOME 

MONEY ON INCENTIVES FOR 

EMPLOYERS. 

WITHOUT UNDER ESTIMATING 

THE VERY REAL THREATS BROUGHT 

ON BY OUR NATION'S BUDGET 

DEFICIT, I AM HOPEFUL THAT 

WORKING TOGETHER WE CAN 

IMPROVE THE HEALTH STATUS OF 

AMERICA'S CITIZENS. 

22 
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WE MUST 

PROGRAMS, 

FINANCIALLY 

DEVELOP NEW 

THAT ARE 

SELF SUFFICIENT. 

AND WE SHOULD BE WILLING TO 

SCALE BACK OLD INEFFICIENT 

PROGRAMS. 

CONGRESS WILL CONTINUE TO 

FIGHT FOR BETTER HEAL TH CARE, 

BUT UNFORTUNATELY, THE DEFICIT 

WILL REQUIRE THAT TOUGH 
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CHOICES BE MADE. PRIORITIES 

WILL HA VE TO BE SET AND WE 

WILL NEED YOUR INPUT. 

NURSING'S INVOLVEMENT 

I IMAGINE IT WOULD BE HARD 

TO FIND ANYONE HERE WHO 

DOESN'T BELIEVE THAT HEAL TH 

CARE AND NURSING CARE 

OUGHT TO BE PROVIDED TO 

THOSE NEEDING IT, WITHOUT 
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POLITICAL AND BUDGET ARY 

CONSIDERATIONS~ 

YOUR DEDICATION TO PUBLIC 

NEED IS THE HALLMARK OF YOUR 

PROFESSION. IN FACT, NURSES' 

DEDICATION TO PA TIEN TS AND 

THEIR CARE -- BOTH IN 

HOSPITALS AND IN THE 

COMMUNITY -- PERSONIFIES THE 

HIGH PREMIUM WE PLACE ON THE 
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QUALITY OF CARE. 

THERE IS NO DOUBT IN MY 

MIND THAT OUR NATIONAL GOAL 

OF EXEMPLARY HEAL TH CARE IS 

INFLUENCED BY THE DEDICATED 

AND INVALUABLE NURSING 

PROFESSION. HOWEVER, NURSING 

CANNOT SEP ARA TE ITSELF FROM 

POLITICS AND PUBLIC POLICY. 

YOU UNDERSTAND IN CONCRETE 
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HUMAN TERMS WHAT, IS MERELY 

A GENERAL CONCEPT TO MANY 

POLICY MAKERS. 

IN MY VIEW, THIS IS THE BASIS 

FOR THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE 

NURSING PROFESSION IN THE 

POLICY PROCESS. 

UNFORTUNATELY, THE TERM 

POLITICS CONJURES UP SMOKE 

FILLED ROOMS WHERE DEALS ARE 
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MADE. BUT POLITICS CAN ALSO 

BE DEFINED AS PRACTICAL 

WISDOM, OR PERHAPS MORE 

IMPORTANTLY FOR OUR 

PURPOSES, AS A POSITIVE 

INFLUENCE ON THE ALLOCATION 

OF SCARCE RESOURCES. 

NURSES WILL BE LEADERS TO 

THE EXTENT THAT THEY GET 

INVOLVED. AND TO LEAD MEANS 
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TO INFLUENCE OR INDUCE; TO 

GUIDE IN DIRECTION, ACTION OR 

OPINION. TO IGNORE THE POLICY 

PROCESS, IS TO IGNORE THIS 

RESPONSIBILITY. 

THE CONSUMER COUNTS ON 

YOU, AS DO YOUR COLLEAGUES, 

TO HELP SHAPE A DELIVERY 

SYSTEM THAT TRULY MEETS THE 

NEEDS OF OUR PATIENTS. IN THE 
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ABSENCE OF YOUR INPUT, 

GOVERNMENT -- BE IT LOCAL, 

ST A TE OR FEDERAL -- WILL 

MAKE DECISIONS THAT MAY NOT 

REFLECT WHAT YOU BELIEVE TO 

BE GOOD HEAL TH POLICY. 

AND AS I ST A TED EARLIER WE 

RECOGNIZE THAT WHAT YOU 

BELIEVE TO BE GOOD HEAL TH 

POLICY IS BASED ON A 
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KNOWLEDGE OF HEAL TH CARE 

THAT IS UNIQUE TO YOUR 

PROFESSION. FOR THIS REASON 

YOUR INVOLVEMENT IN POLITICS 

AND THE POLICY PROCESS IS 

VITAL. 
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