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OCTOBER 21, 1989

Harry “*Butch” Felker, 43, is mayor of Topeka, Kansas. A
lifelong Kansan, Butch is a graduate of the Topeka public
school system, Topeka’s Washburn University (Bachelor of
Political Science Degree, 1969) and Washburn University’s
School of Law (Juris Doctor Degree, 1972). He is a
Vietnam-era veteran of the United States Navy.

Butch began his public service career in 1975, when he was
elected Topeka's Park Commissioner. He won re-election five
times, serving until a reorganization of the Topeka city gov-
ernment abolished the position.

Subsequently, Butch served as Director of Economic De-
velopment for the Greater Topeka Chamber of Commerce
and as director of sales for the Topeka Sizzlers, a profes-
sional basketball franchise.

Butch serves on the boards of directors of the Friends of
the Topeka Zoo, the Greater Topeka United Way, and the
Topeka Park and Recreation Advisory Board. He is a mem-
ber of the Railroad Days Committee, the Festival of Carols
Committee, the Washburn University Alumni Association,
and the Downtown Optimists Club.

His wife, Paula, is a teacher at Pauline South Middle
School. The Felkers have one daughter, Tammy, 16, and two
sons, Josh, 5, and Joe, 4.

MAYOR OF TOPEKA

THE HONORABLE
HARRY “BUTCH” FELKER

MAYOR OF
TOPEKA, KANSAS
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USS TOPEKA SSN754 COMMISSIONING

SHIP’S CHARACTERISTICS

USS TOPEKA (SSN754)

DISPLACEMENT

Surfaced 6127 Tons

Submerged 6904 Tons
LENGTH 362 Feet
HULL DIAMETER 33 Feet
COMPLEMENT

Officers 14

Chief Petty Officers 14

E-6 and Below 103

Total 134

43rd SHIP OF THE LOS ANGELES CLASS

USS TOPEKA is the fourth ship of the “improved” LOS
ANGELES Class, the Navy’s newest and world’s best nuclear-
powered attack submarines. These ships are the most ad-
vanced undersea vessels of their type in the world. Their mis-
sions include locating and destroying surface ships and subma-
rines, reconnaissance, mine planting, and operations with spe-
cial warfare elements.

This 360-foot, 6900-ton ship is well equipped to accomplish
these tasks. Faster than her predecessors and equipped with

c019_053_017_all_Alb.pdf

the highly accurate AN/BSY-1 sonar and weapon control
system, the ship can be armed with sophisticated Mark 48
and ADCAP torpedoes, as well as HARPOON anti-ship mis-
siles. USS TOPEKA can also launch multi-purpose TOMA -
HAWK cruise missiles from vertical tubes located in the bow
or from her torpedo tubes. Other significant improvements
include: full under-ice operational capability, improved ship
quieting, onboard over-the-horizon targeting capability, two
towed sonar arrays, and retractable bow planes.
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OCTOBER 21, 1989

Military Units have historically employed emblems as a
means of organizational identification. Designed during the
new construction period, the chosen insignia becomes an in-
tegral part of the ship’s ongoing history. Closely associated

c019_053_017_all_Alb.pdf

SHIP’S INSIGNIA

with the crew and its reputation, the emblem is proudly dis-
played on a wide variety of official documents and memora-
bilia.

USS TOPEKA (SSN754) has selected the emblem illus-
trated on the front cover as its official INSIGNIA. Symbol-
ism chosen for the crest includes:

The Capitol Building Dome is the predominant landmark
in Topeka, the center of Kansas state government and a lo-
cal symbol of democracy. The Red Tailed Hawk is commonly
found around Topeka and represents the spirit of freedom
displayed by the city’s founding fathers during early settle-
ment and the Civil War. The hawk is a silent, swift, and
fierce hunter as is USS TOPEKA (SSN754). The arrows rep-
resent a tribute to the Caw Indians who originally inhabited
the area. They also illustrate TOPEKA’s willingness to use
force when necessary to defend herself, ““the heartland”, and
the nation in times of war or peace. The wheat stalks are
symbolic of the region’s strong agricultural base, and com-
bined with the arrows, represent the fact that the Caw Indi-
ans were basically hunters and farmers. The five stars repre-
sent the City’s founding fathers, similar to those depicted on
the center band of the official city crest. The submarine is one
of the improved 688 design and depicts the two most promi-
nent visible features which set her apart from many of her
predecessors: vertical launch missile tube hatches and bow
planes. The nuclear symbol represents the ship’s nuclear pro-
pulsion capability, with the three orbiting electrons symbolic
of SSN754 as the third United States Ship to proudly bear
the name TOPEKA. The green and gold come from the pre-
dominant colors of the city flag and crest, while the light blue
is the natural background color for the elements in which the
hawk and submarine exist.
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USS TOPEKA SSN754 COMMISSIONING

TOPEKA SEA TRIALS
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PRAYER
“Eternal Father, strong to save, We chose this place, but You picked
Whose arm doth bind the restless wave:” The time for us to start.
We are a peaceful people; It’s only when the tide is high
We do not choose to war. This sub can start its slide;
But tyranny pervades this earth, Men have built the submarine,
And batters freedom’s door. But You control the tide!
We regret the need for weapons So bless the officers and the men
To guard our nation’s shore. And keep them free from harm;
We pray some day that casualties Let them ride beneath the waves,
Won't be used to keep the score. Resting on Your arm.
But ’till that day, we launch the ships We pray in the Name of the Christ
To warn our foes, we pray, *“Who bids the mighty ocean deep,
That the price tag on aggression its own appointed limits keep.”
Is too high for them to pay.
; i AMEN
God, You have a subtle way
To remind us of Your part: Reverend Frederick S. Hollomon
Page 43 of 82
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USS TOPEKA

ATTACK SUBMARINE

NAMED IN HONOR OF THE CITY OF
TOPEKA, KANSAS
BUILT BY
GENERAL DYNAMICS
Electric Boat Division
GROTON, CONNECTICUT

KEEL LAID MAY 13, 1986
LAUNCHED JANUARY 23, 1988
COMMISSIONED OCTOBER 21, 1989

CHRISTENED JANUARY 23, 1988
BY THE HONODRABLE ELIZABETH HANFORD DOLE

@

®

USS TOPEKA SSN 754

THE THIRD SHIP OF THE FLEET TO BEAR THE NAME

CL-67/CLG-8 / ' PG-35
1944-1969 : 1898-1929

BLOCKADE OF CUBA, SPANISH-AMERICA WAR
TRAINING SHIP-1ST NAVAL DISTRICT, N.Y. WW. |
TRAINING SHIP-4TH NAVAL DISTRICT PHILA. PA.
ATTACK ON RYUKU ISLANDS W.W. 11

ATTACK ON SAGAMI NADA (TOKYO)., W.W. 11
GULF OF TONKIN INCIDENT, VIETNAM

COMBINED CRU-DES. GROUP 7TH FLEET. VIETNAM
GULF OF TONKIN GUNFIRE SUPPORT, VIETNAM

&
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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE
OCTOBER 21, 1989
THE CHALLENGE OF THE 1990s
THE LAST TIME ELIZABETH AND | HELPED LAUNCH "
SOMETHING, IT WAS A PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN. WE
GAVE IT A GOOD SHOT, BUT | HOPE THIS SUB GETS A LOT

FURTHER THAN WE DID. IN FACT, WE COULD HAVE USED

THE "TOPEKA" IN NEW HAMPSHIRE.

e
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ALTHOUGH | GREW UP IN A SMALL TOWN IN

CENTRAL KANSAS, | DID SPEND SOME OF THE MOST

SIGNIFICANT YEARS OF MY LIFE IN TOPEKA. IT IS WHERE |

STARTED PUTTING MY LIFE TOGETHER AFTER WORLD
WAR TWO) AND FIVE YEARS IN ARMY HOSPITALS.

IT IS WHERE | EARNED MY LAW DEGREE, AND WHERE
| FIRST SERVED AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL. THE YEAR
WAS 1950, AND | WAS A 27-YEAR OLD LAW STUDENT
GOING BACK TO SCHOOL ON THE G.l. BILL. FOR SOME
REASON, MY NEIGHBORS BACK IN RUSSELL ELECTED ME
TO THE KANSAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

: >
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SO | AM VERY PLEASED TO BE HERE TODAY, TO
HELP LAUNCH THE NUCLEAR ATTACK SUBMARINE THAT

\ /
WILL CARRY KANSAS PRIDE TO THE SEVEN SEAS. THE

‘US.S. TOPEKA IS A SYMBOL OF THE SUCCESS OF U.S.

DEFENSE POLICY OVER THE PAST DECADE.

———
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AS WE BEGAN THE 1990s, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
TOLD US LOUD AND CLEAR THAT THEY WANTED A
STRONGER AMERICA. THEY ALSO WANTED AN AMERICA
RESPECTED AT HOME AND ABROAD. AND THEY PUT
RONALD REAGAN IN THE WHITE HOUSE’AND GAVE THE

U.S. SENATE A REPUBLICAN MAJORITY}TO GET THE JOB

DONE.
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IN A FEW MONTHS)THIS DECADE WILL COME TO A
CLOSE. AS WE LOOK BACK, ITIS CLEAR THAT TOGETHER
WE 'I-;__P;__\L_E MADE A DIFFERENCE: AMERICA IS STRONGER)
AND WE HAVE WON BACK THE RESPECT WE LOST
DURING THE 1970s.

THIS SUCCESS COULD NOT HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED
WITHOUT LEADERSHIP AND VISION; COMMITMENT AND

SACRIFICE.

Page 49 of
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LET'S FACE IT, BUILDING A STRONG DEFENSE DID
NOT COME CHEAP. THERE WERE NO EASY FIXES. BUT,

THANKS TO AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY, AMERICAN

INDUSTRY, AND THE AMERICAN TAXPAYER, WE

———

MODERNIZED AMERICA'S ARMED FORCES.
WE GAVE OUR MEN AND WOMEN THE VERY BEST

EQUIPMENT, ACROSS-THE-BOARD -- WE BUILT THE

FINEST TANKS. PLANES AND SHIPS. NO DOUBT ABOUT

IF. WE HAD PLENTY OF CATCHING UP TO DO --BUT WE
\

GOT THERE. THANKS TO SHIPS SUCH AS THE TOPEKA.

—D
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WE CAN BE PROUD OF WHAT WE ACCOMPLISHED IN
THE 1980s, BUT IS IT ENOUGH TO REST ON OUR

SUCCESS?

| BELIEVE THAT TO DO SO WOULD RISK ALL WE HAVE
ACHIEVED IN THE PAST. EVEN WORSE, IT WOULD RISK

OUR FUTURE, TOO.

Ty
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IN MY VIEW, THE DEFENSE CHALLENGE FOR THE

1990s IS TWOFOLD: (1) TO PROVIDE THE NECESSARY
=

FUNDING TO MAINTAIN A STRONG AND CREDIBLE

DEFENSE, AND,

(2) TO BE READY AND WILLING TO USE OUR DEFENSE

n——
EET——

MUSCLE TO PROTECT U.S. INTERESTS ANYTIME)

ANYWHERE.

SRS

Page 52
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| SHUDDER TO THINK WHERE WE WOULD BE RIGHT

]

NOW IF WE HADN’T“HELOADED, ESPECIALLY WHEN

AMERICA HAD TO ASSERT ITSELF IN THE PERSIAN GULFs

TO RESCUE AMERICANS AT RISK IN GRENADA‘.’ AND TO

STRIKE BACK AT TERRORIST CRAZIES LIKE KHADDAFI.

HOWEVER, SOME FOLKS SAY WE NO LONGER NEED
T0'WORRY ABOUT DEFENSE -- THAT THE COMMUNIST
WORLD IS CRUMBLING; WE CAN WORK WITH

GORBACHEV; AND WE DON'T HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT

COLD WAR ANXIETIES ANYMORE.
’-——->
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T

WELL, THIS IS ONE SENATOR WHO ISN'T ABOUT TO

UARD.

[ i

I

(0p)
)

DROP

YES, | BELIEVE WE ARE WITNESSES TO HISTORIC

CHANGES AROUND THE WORLD, ESPECIALLY IN

EASTERN EUROPE AND THE SOVIET UNION.

—
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43~

| VISITED POLAND THIS SUMMER. NOWHERE IS THE
BANKRUPTCY OF MARXIST-LENINIST IDEOLOGY MORE
EVIDENT. AND, DURING THE PAST FEW WEEKS, WE HAVE
WATCHED THOUSANDS OF EAST GERMANS LEAVE THEIR

HOMELAND, THEIR JOBS AND THEIR FAMILIES TO TASTE

FREEDOM IN THE WEST.
HOW DO WE EXPLAIN THESE DRAMATIC CHANGES?

SOME OFFER ANSWERS IN ONE WORD--"GORBACHEV "

—>
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-12-

CERTAINLY GORBACHEV IS UNLIKE ANY OF HIS
PREDECESSORS. BUT, IS IT WISE FOR THE UNITED
STATES TO BASE ITS DEFENSE POLICIES AND PLANS ON
OUR VIEW OF ONE MAN'S INTENTIONS?

NO. RATHER, | BELIEVE THAT IT IS IN AMERICA’S

BEST INTEREST TO RESPOND WITH CAUTION -- WE NEED

TO WAIT TO SEE WHETHER GORBACHEV'S REFORMS IN

THE SOVIET UNION ARE REAL AND PERMANENT.

—
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33

WE WANT GORBACHEV TO SUCCEED, BUT
DEMOCRATIC REFORM IS _N_Q;f A COMMODITY THAT CAN
BE SECURED WITH LOANS)OR BARTERED FOR WITH
ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY. AND, THERE ARE NO

GUARANTEES THAT CHANGES UNDER THE HEADING OF

"REFORM" ARE PERMANENT -- AS WE REALIZED WHEN
WE WITNESSED THE TRAGEDY IN TIANANMEN SQUARE.

GORBACHEV MAY BE HERE TODAY, BUT HE COULD BE

GONE TOMORROW.

o

>
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THAT'S WHY THE UNITED STATES NEEDS TO STAY

THE COURSE SET DURING THIS DECADE; WE NEED TO

STAY STRONG, STAY TOUGH, AND STAY-- AS LONG AS IT
—_—
TAKES TO KEEP DEMOCRACY ON THE MARCH.

KEEP IN MIND, DESPITE GLASNOST AND
PERESTROIKA, SOVIET DEFENSE SPENDING HAS
INCREASED AN AVERAGE OF 3 PERCENT IN REAL TERMS
SINCE 1985. DURING THAT SAME TIME PERIOD)U.S.

DEFENSE SPENDING HAS DECLINED BY MORE THAN 11

PERCENT IN REAL TERMS.

Page 58 of 82
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SO WE MUST CONTINUE TO CHALLENGE THE

SOVIETS TO REFORM--PERMANENTLY.

" REAL REFORM DOES NOT REST ON U'S.
TECHNOLOGY,OR UNILATERAL ARMS CONTROL; AND
REAL REFORM GANNOT BE ACHIEVED WITHOUT A
COMMITMENT TO CHANGE THE SOVIET ECONOMY FROM

ONE THAT SERVES THE MILITARY AND THE COMMUNIST

PARTY, TO ONE THAT SERVES THE PEOPLE OF THE

) =

SOVIET UNION.

Page 59 of 82
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UNTIL WE SEE THOSE FUNDAMENTAL CHANGES, WE
S i S

CAN'T AFFORD TO DROP OUR GUARD.

TODAY, ALL OF KANSAS IS PROUD OF THIS GREAT
SHIP AND THE NAME IT WILL CARRY AROUND THE
WORLD. TOPEKA IS A GREAT STATE CAPITAL, AND THE
*U.S.S. TOPEKA IS A WORLD-CLASS SUBMARINE.

TOGETHER, THEY WILL BRING THE MESSAGE OF

STRENGTH AND FREEDOM TO ALL THOSE WHO YEARN

TO HEAR IT, AND TO ALL THOSE WHO TRY TO OPPOSE I_I_.[

] =

THANK YOU VERY MUCH. ﬁ #
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PREVIOUS SHIPS NAMED TOPEKA .

Two previous ships of the fleet have beem named forl

TOPEKA, the Capita! City of Kansas.

The First TOPEKA (PG 88) was a gunboat built under the
name of Diogenes by G. Howaldt of Keil, Germany, in 1881. She

was purchased-by the U.S, Navy on 2 April 1898 from the
Thames [ron Works of London, England and placed in

commission the same day. On 15 February 1899, TOPEXA was

placed out of commission at the Boston Navy Yard, After 18

months of inactivity, the gunboat wes recommissioned at Boston
on 16 August 1900, In August 1905 she returned to Portsmouth, -

New Hampshire, was placed out of commission in September
1906, and served as a prison and station ship at the Portsmouth
Navy Yard, In June 1916 she was towed to New York where she
was recommissioned again on 14 July 1916 and assigned duty

a8 recgiving ship at New York until again being placed out of

commiasion in September 1916, She was recommissioned for the
|ast time at Boston in March 1919 then placed out of commission

“on 2 November 1919 and put up for sale. TOPEKA was sold in

May 1980 to Union Shipbuilding Company of Baltimore,
Maryland. |
The Second TOPEKA, a Light Cruiser (CL67) was built by

Bethlehem Steel Company of Quincy, Massachusetts. Her keel
was Jaid 21 April 1948 and was launched 19 August 1944 under

the sponsorship of Mrs, Frank J. Warren, wife of the Mayor of
Topeka, Kansas. The ship was placed in commission at Boston
on 28 December 1944, TOPEKA was initislly used as a ship
escort in the Western Pacific and later joined several battle
groups operating in the Pacific near the end of World War I1.
TOPEKA's rescue efforts saved two British Pilots downed in
Ishinomake Wan during August 1945. She was placed out of
commission in reserve at San Francisco, 18 June 1949, On 16
April 1957 she arrived at New York Navy Shipyard for
conversion to & Guided Missile Light Cruiser {CLG-8). Her hull
classitication and number were changed to CLG 8, effective 23

May 1987, TOPEKA earned two battle stars during World War

I and three more during the Vietnam conflict. :
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USS TOPEKA (SSN 754%
43rd SHIP OF THE LOS ANGELES CLASS

USS TOPEKA is the fourth ship of the “improved” LOS

ANGELES clags. the Navy's newest and world's best nuclear-

powered attack submarines. These

ships are the most advanced

anderses vessels of their type in the world, Their missions include
locating and destroying surface ships and submarines, reconnals-

sance, mine planting,

and operations with special warfare elements.

This 360 foot, 6800 ton ship is well equipped to accomplish these

vacks. Faster than her predecessors and equipped with the highly
accurate AN/BSY.1 sonar and weapon controi systems, the ship can
be armed with sophisticated Mark 48 and ADCAP torpedoes as well

as HARPOON anti-ship missiles. TOPEKA ean also launch multi-
purpose TOMAHAWK cruise missiles from vertical tubes located in

'he bow or from her torpedo tubes, Other significant improvements
include: full under-ice operational capability. improved ship quieting,

on board over-the-horizon targeting capability, two towed sonar
arrays, and retractable bow planes.

EVENT

KEEL LAID
INITIAL MANNING
LAUNCHED
COMMISSIONED
SPONSOR

DISPLACEMENT
LENGTH

HULL DIAMETER
MAXIMUM DEPTH

MAXIMUM SPEED

ARMAMENT

COMPLEMENT

STATISTICAL DATA

DATE

13 May 1988
19 December 1988

23 January 1988

Honorable
Elizabeth Hanford Dole
Qurfaced 6127 Tons
Submerged 6904 Tons
362 Feet
33 Feet
In excess of 400 Feet
In excess of 20 Knots
(1 Nautical mile =1.14
statute miles)
Four 21 inch torpedo tubes
(torpedoes, missiles)
Twelve Verticsl Launch
Missile Tubes (missiles)
Officers - 14
Chief Petty Officers 17
E-6 and Below 103

Total 134
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Milizary Units have historically employed emblems &8 a
means of organizational identification. Designed during the new
construction period, the chosen insignia becomes an integral
part of the ship's ongoing history. Closely assoeiated with the
crew and its reputation, the emblem is proudly displayed on g
wide variety of official documents and memorabilia.

USS TOPEKA (33N 754) has selected the emblem illus.
trated on the front cover as its official INSIGNTA. Symbolism
chosen for the crest includes;

The Capital Building Dome is the predominent landmark in
Topeks, the center of Kansas state government and & local

symbol of democracy, The Red Tailed Hawk is commonly found
around Topeka and represents the spirit of freedom which
confronted the city’s founding fathers during early settling and
the Civil War. The hawk is a silent, swift and fierce hunter as
is USS TOPEKA (SSN 754). The arrows represent a tribute %o
the Caw Indians who originally innabited the area, They also
illustrate Topeka's willingness to use force when necessary to
defend herself, "the heartland” and the nation in times of war
or peace. The wheat stalks are symbolic of the region’s strong
agricultural base, and combined with the arrows, represent the
fact that the Caw Indians were basically hunters and farmers,
The five stars represent the City's founding fathers, similar to
those depicted on the center bard of the official city crest. The

submarine is of the improved 688 design and depicts the two
most prominent visible features which set it apart frem many
of her predecessors, vertical launch missile tube hatehes and bow

“planes, The nuclear symbol represents the ship's nuclear

propulsion capability with the three orbiting electrons symbolic
of SSN 754 being the third United States Ship to proudly bear
the name TOPEKA. The green and gold come from the
predominent ¢olors of the city flag and erest while the light

blue is the natural background eclor for the media in which the
hawk and submarine exist.

700 ANVIIHODIS WOHVYV I WY TIEC:
€ li28 £29 202 ‘Wd CE:ZLl6B=-Ll-01L

|

T L =gt = R P R o
¢ S6Z d31d0J33N3L X0¥3X




This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University ot&gansas

http://dolearchives.ku.edu
THE CITY OF TOPEKA
Indian agricultural commu
nity. A primary river crossing point
for settiers headed west on the
g Oregon Trail. A major railroad
N (TR, conicr
ki m.r’lllif‘_' ] TR Topeka, the capital of Kansas,
& ifk%f | has plaed all of these roles, thanks

..;‘:- ' “”' & 1) the pioneering spirit of its resh
SR | [ [ A dents and its strategic location on
"1' ﬂ'?';" "L :
.

the banks of the Kansas River.
X They were roles that paved the

way for the Topeka of today — 2

thriving retail, financisi and industrial centar of 121,000 people.
Several Fortune 800 companies call Topeka home and some 13

{nsurance companies are headquartered there.
't also ranks high in medical services. The Menninger

Foundation, world-renowned center for psychiatrie treatment,
education and research is there along with six hospitals that include

three medical centers.

And Topeka has more than a passing acquaintance with the
military. The former Forbes Air Force Base serves as headquarters
for the 190th Kansas Air National Guard Refueling Squadron and
a5 8 Strategic Air Command refueling stop.

However, s in most capital cities, the business of government
occupies the largest number of those in the workforce,

Today's Topeks, in fact, would probably astound the nine men who
met on December 5, 1854 on the banks of the Kansas River to draw

. up an agreement which later became the basis for the Topeka

Agsociation, That organization was mainly responsible for the
sstablishment and early growth of thecity. And when Kansas became
the 34th state seven years later, Topeka (an Indian word meaning “A
good place to dig potatoes”) was chosen a3 the capital.

T's & capital that has made education hallmark over the years.
The city has one of the few remsining municipal universities in the
country — Washburn University. whick. in addition to undergrad-

uate and graduate progrems, offers 8 law school as well. In addition,
the Kaw Area Vocational Technical School, two nursing schools and
other training schools provide opportunities for those seeking specific
skills.

Cultural activities abound in Topeka, The Topeka Symphony
Orchestra and the City's Community Center Association sponsor
concerts {rom October through April. The Topeka Fine Arts Society
presents programs of chamber music and 8 Jazz Workshop provides
concerts for jazz buffs. Topekans enjoy the internationally recognized
Topeka Civie Theatre, the Washburn University Players and the
Showease Dinner Theatre.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON, D.C 20350-1000
[ 7 August 1989

. x A
e
AN

The Honorable Robert Dole
United States Senate e 7af
Washington, D.C. 20510 S e

Dear Senator Dole:

The fast attack submarine TOPEKA (SSN 754)
is scheduled to be commissioned on a date yet to
be determined during October 1989 at Electric Boat
Division in Groton, Connecticut. As you know,
your lovely wife is the ship's sponsor. (A

It is my pleasure to invite you to serve as
the principal speaker at the commissioning ceremony.
It should be a memorable occasion, and your

_ participation would certainly make the event more N
{ special for all those associated with it.

< ’ ; 1 I %

sl : . _ = ok ,
- Sincerely, n

Shadoc 0K

;\ii((i?ﬂK5\
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COMMIBBIONING OF TOPEKA
NEW LONDON, CONNECTICUT
BATURDAY 21 OCTOBER 1989

TIME: 9:30 - 12:45 REMARKS: 5 MINUTES

ATTENDANCE: 1,000

ATTIRE: Business
LOCATION: US Sub Base TEL: 203/449-4343
Groton, CT
INTRODUCTION:
FACILITY: Carpeted platform built on top of Topeka itself
with free standing podium and mike
PRESS: OPEN
PLATFORM:
CONTACT: Kenneth Lombart TEL: 203/449-4343
FORMAT ¢ 9:30 Secretary arrives STCO
9:30 = 11:00 Briefing for platform guests and /
photo opportunity | shed PUJ/“QQ
11:00 Ceremony begins Platkom o0 '
11:05 Invocation l p
11:10 Welcome Fronl codle) Ny
[ I ) e r>L (L . ]
11:15 Remarks from ship builder i
11:20 Remarks from Mayor of Topeka
11:30 Actual Commissioning with control of ship
being turned over to Commander
11:35 Remarks from Secretary ’ ol
11:40 Key note speaker — ScrQtor Dole
11:55 Benediction
12:00 Ceremony ceoncludes
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OCTORER 10, 1989

10z SENATOR DOLE
[FROM: MO

RE: COMMISSIONING OF THE TOPEKA - SATURDAY, OCITOBER Il

Mayor Felker and his wife, Paula, will be attending the
commissioning of the Topeka as well as 50 other people from
Topeka,KS. They are compiling the attendance list now and

will have it completed by the end of the week. They are

unsure whether Senator Kassebaum will attend but have confirmed
that Congressman Slattery will be there. Also, there will be
4 news media from Topeka,KS to cover the event. They would
still like for you to be the keynote speaker and have scheduled
your remaixs for 11:40am. Attached is a copy of Mrs. Dole's
schedule. She will go up Friday afternoon and attend the
reception and dinner that evening. Saturday she will attend the
commnissioning and the reception following. She will depart

for Washington,DC at 1:15pm on a Navy Aircraft. During the
commissioning ceremony she is to make brief remarks at ll:35am.
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News from Senator

BOB DOLE

(R - Kansas) SH 141 Hart Building, Washington, D.C. 20510
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: WALT RIKER
OCTOBER 21, 1989 (202) 224-5358

COMMISSIONING OF THE U.S.S. TOPEKA
REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE
OCTOBER 21, 1989
GROTON, CONNECTICOUT

THE LAST TIME ELIZABETH AND I HELPED LAUNCH SOMETHING, IT WAS
A PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN, WE GAVE IT A GOOD SHOT, BUT I HOPE THIS
SUB GETS A LOT FURTHER THAN WE DID. 1IN FACT, WE COULD HAVE USED
THE "TOPEKA"™ IN NEW HAMPSHIRE,

ALTHOUGH I GREW UP IN A SMALL TOWN IN CENTRAL KANSAS, I DID
SPEND SOME OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT YEARS OF MY LIFE IN TOPEKA.

IT IS WHERE I STARTED PUTTING MY LIFE TOGETHER AFTER WORLD WAR
TWO AND FIVE YEARS IN ARMY HOSPITALS.

IT IS WHERE I EARNED MY LAW DEGREE, AND WHERE I FIRST SERVED
AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL, THE YEAR WAS 1950, AND I WAS A 27-YEAR
OLD LAW STUDENT GOING BACK TO SCHOOL ON THE G.I. BILL. FOR SOME
REASON, MY NEIGHBORS BACK IN RUSSELL ELECTED ME TO THE KANSAS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

SO I AM VERY PLEASED TO BE HERE TODAY, TO HELP LAUNCH THE
NUCLEAR ATTACK SUBMARINE THAT WILL CARRY KANSAS PRIDE TO THE
SEVEN SEAS. THE U.S.S. TOPEKA IS A SYMBOL OF THE SUCCESS OF U.S.
DEFENSE POLICY OVER THE PAST DECADE.

AS WE BEGAN THE 1990s, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TOLD 0US LOUD AND
CLEAR THAT THEY WANTED A STRONGER AMERICA. THEY ALSO WANTED AN
AMERICA RESPECTED AT HOME AND ABROAD. AND THEY PUT RONALD REAGAN
IN THE WHITE HOUSE AND GAVE THE U.S. SENATE A REPUBLICAN MAJORITY
TO GET THE JOB DONE.

IN A FEW MONTHS THIS DECADE WILL COME TO A CLOSE. AS WE LOOK
BACK, IT IS CLEAR THAT TOGETHER WE HAVE MADE A DIFFERENCE:
AMERICA IS STRONGER, AND WE HAVE WON BACK THE RESPECT WE LOST
DURING THE 1970s.

THIS SUCCESS COULD NOT HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED WITHOUT LEADERSHIP
AND VISION; COMMITMENT AND SACRIFICE.

LET'S FACE IT, BUILDING A STRONG DEFENSE DID NOT COME CHEAP.
THERE WERE NO EASY FIXES. BUT, THANKS TO AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY,
AMERICAN INDUSTRY, AND THE AMERICAN TAXPAYER, WE MODERNIZED
AMERICA'S ARMED FORCES. .

WE GAVE OUR MEN AND WOMEN THE VERY BEST EQUIPMENT, ACROSS THE
BOARD -- WE BUILT THE FINEST TANKS, PLANES AND SHIPS. NO DOUBT
ABOUT IF, WE HAD PLENTY OF CATCHING UP TO DO --BUT WE GOT THERE,
THANKS TO SHIPS SUCH AS THE TOPEKA.

WE CAN BE PROUD OF WHAT WE ACCOMPLISHED IN THE 1980s, BUT IS
IT ENOUGH TO REST ON OUR SUCCESS?

(MORE)
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I BELIEVE THAT TO DO SO WOULD RISK ALL WE HAVE ACHIEVED IN
THE PAST. EVEN WORSE, IT WOULD RISK OUR FUTURE, TOO.

IN MY VIEW, THE DEFENSE CHALLENGE FOR THE 1990s IS TWOFOLD:
(1) TO PROVIDE THE NECESSARY FUNDING TO MAINTAIN A STRONG AND
CREDIBLE DEFENSE, AND
(2) TO BE READY AND WILLING TO USE OUR DEFENSE MUSCLE TO PROTECT
U.S. INTERESTS ANYTIME, ANYWHERE.

1 SHUDDER TO THINK WHERE WE WOULD BE RIGHT NOW IF WE HADN'T
RELOADED, ESPECIALLY WHEN AMERICA HAD TO ASSERT ITSELF IN THE
PERSIAN GULF; TO RESCUE AMERICANS AT RISK IN GRENADA; AND TO
STRIKE BACK AT TERRORIST CRAZIES LIKE KHADDAFI.

HOWEVER, SOME FOLKS SAY WE NO LONGER NEED TO WORRY ABOUT
DEFENSE -- THAT THE COMMUNIST WORLD IS CRUMBLING; WE CAN WORK
WITH GORBACHEV; AND WE DON'T HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT COLD WAR
ANXIETIES ANYMORE.

WELL, THIS IS ONE SENATOR WHO ISN'T ABOUT TO DROP HIS GUARD.

YES, I BELIEVE WE ARE WITNESSES TO HISTORIC CHANGES AROUND
THE WORLD, ESPECIALLY IN EASTERN EUROPE AND THE SOVIET UNION.

I VISITED POLAND THIS SUMMER. NOWHERE IS THE BANKRUPTCY OF
MARXIST-LENINIST IDEOLOGY MORE EVIDENT. AND, DURING THE PAST FEW
WEEKS, WE HAVE WATCHED THOUSANDS OF EAST GERMANS LEAVE THEIR
HOMELAND, THEIR JOBS AND THEIR FAMILIES TO TASTE FREEDOM IN THE
WEST.

HOW DO WE EXPLAIN THESE DRAMATIC CHANGES? SOME OFFER ANSWERS
IN ONE WORD--"GORBACHEV."

CERTAINLY GORBACHEV IS UNLIKE ANY OF HIS PREDECESSORS. BUT,
IS IT WISE FOR THE UNITED STATES TO BASE ITS DEFENSE POLICIES AND
PLANS ON OUR VIEW OF ONE MAN'S INTENTIONS?

NO. RATHER, I BELIEVE THAT IT IS IN AMERICA'S BEST INTEREST
TO RESPOND WITH CAUTION -- WE NEED TO WAIT TO SEE WHETHER
GORBACHEV'S REFORMS IN THE SOVIET UNION ARE REAL AND PERMANENT.

WE WANT GORBACHEV TO SUCCEED, BUT DEMOCRATIC REFORM IS NOT A
COMMODITY THAT CAN BE SECURED WITH LOANS OR BARTERED FOR WITH
ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY. AND, THERE ARE NO GUARANTEES THAT CHANGES
UNDER THE HEADING OF "REFORM" ARE PERMANENT -- AS WE REALIZED
WHEN WE WITNESSED THE TRAGEDY IN TIANANMEN SQUARE. GORBACHEV MAY
BE HERE TODAY, BUT HE COULD BE GONE TOMORROW.

THAT'S WHY THE UNITED STATES NEEDS TO STAY THE COURSE SET
DURING THIS DECADE; WE NEED TO STAY STRONG, STAY TOUGH, AND
STAY-- AS LONG AS IT TAKES TO KEEP DEMOCRACY ON THE MARCH.

KEEP IN MIND, DESPITE GLASNOST AND PERESTROIKA, SOVIET
DEFENSE SPENDING HAS INCREASED AN AVERAGE OF 3 PERCENT IN REAL
TERMS SINCE 1985. DURING THAT SAME TIME PERIOD U.S. DEFENSE
SPENDING HAS DECLINED BY MORE THAN 11 PERCENT IN REAL TERMS.

SO WE MUST CONTINUE TO CHALLENGE THE SOVIETS TO
REFORM--PERMANENTLY.

REAL REFORM DOES NOT REST ON U.S. TECHNOLOGY OR UNILATERAL
ARMS CONTROL; AND REAL REFORM CANNOT BE ACHIEVED WITHOUT A
COMMITMENT TO CHANGE THE SOVIET ECONOMY FROM ONE THAT SERVES THE
MILITARY AND THE COMMUNIST PARTY, TO ONE THAT SERVES THE PEOPLE
OF THE SOVIET UNION.

UNTIL WE SEE THOSE FUNDAMENTAL CHANGES, WE CAN'T AFFORD TO
DROP OUR GUARD.

TODAY, ALL OF KANSAS IS PROUD OF THIS GREAT SHIP AND THE NAME
IT WILL CARRY AROUND THE WORLD. TOPEKA IS A GREAT STATE CAPITAL,
AND THE U.S.S. TOPEKA IS A WORLD-CLASS SUBMARINE.

TOGETHER, THEY WILL BRING THE MESSAGE OF STRENGTH AND FREEDOM
TO ALL THOSE WHO YEARN TO HEAR IT, AND TO ALL THOSE WHO TRY TO
OPPOSE IT. THANK YOU VERY MUCH.

#HE

Page 69 of 82
c019_053_017_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

WUnited States Senate

OFFICE OF THE REPUBLICAN LEADER
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-7020

BOB DOLE
KANSAS

Page 70 of 82
c019_053_017_all_Alb.pdf



Fhi i i ives, University of Kansas
f ] http://dolearchives.kHe u

—

PREVIOUS SHIPS NAMED TOPEKA

Two previous ships of the fleet have been named for
TOPEKA, the Capital City of Kansas.

The First TOPEXA (PG 35) was a gunboat built under the
name of Diogenes by C. Howaldt of Keil, Germany, in 1881, She

was purchased by the U.S, Navy on 2 April 1898 from the

Thames [ron Works of London, England and placed in

commission the same day. On 15 February 1899, TOPEKA was

placed out of commission at the Boston Navy Yard, Atter 18

| months of insctivity, the gunbost was recommissioned at Boston

| on 15 August 1900. In August 1908 she returned to Portsmouth,

' New Hampuhire, was placed out of commission in September

1306, and served as & prison and station ship st the Portsmouth

E Navy Yard, In June 1916 she was towad to New York where she

was recommissioned again or 14 July 1916 and assigned duty

a8 receiving ship at New York until again being placed outof

commission in September 1916, She was recommissioned for the

last time at Boston in March 1919 then placed out of commission

: “on 2 November 1819 and put up for sale. TOPEKA was sold in

' May 1880 to Union Shipbuilding Company of Baltimore, 2

Marylund. 3 |
The Second TOPEKA, & Light Cruiser (CL67) was built by

. Bethlshem Stsel Company of Quinay, Massachusetts. Her keel
| wis [aid 21 April 1848 snd was launched 19 August 1944 under

the sponsorship of Mrs, Frank J. Warren, wife of the Mayor of

l Topeks, Kansss. The ship was placed in commission at Boston

on 28 December 1944, TOPEKA was initially used 15 3 ship

escort in the Western Pacific and lster joined several battle

- .J groups operating in the Pacific near the end of World War 1.
[ TOPEKA's rescue efforts seved two British Pilots downed in A

\ j Ishinomake Wan during August 1945. She was placed out of

——

| commission in reserve at San Francisco, 18 June 1849, On 15
X April 1957 she arrived at New Yok Navy Shipyard for
N conversior to & Guided Missile Light Cruiser {CLG-8). Her hull
N classification and number were changed to CLG 8, effective 23
May 1987, TOPEKA earned two battle stars during World War
[T and three more during the Vietnam can{iict
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1SS TOPEKA (SSN 754l:
43rd SHIP OF THE LOS ANGELES CLASS

USS TOPEKA is the fourth ship of the “improved” LOS
ANGELES class, the Navy's newast and world’s best nuclear-
powered attack submarines. These ships are the most advanced
Undarses vessels of their type in the world, Their missions include
locating and destroying surface ships and submarines, recoONNaIs:
\ance, mine planting, and operations with special warfare elements.

This 360 foot, §900 ton ship is well equipped to accomplish these

sacks. Faster than her predecessors and equipped with the highly
accurste AN/BSY:1 sonur and wespon controi systems, the ship can
be armed with sophisticated Mark 48 3ad ADCAP torpadoes as well
as HARPOON anti-ship missiles. TOPEKA ean slso launeh multi-
purpose TOMAHAWK cruise missiles from vertieal tubes located in
the bow or from her torpedo tubes. Other significant improvements
{nclude: full under-ice sperational capability, iwaroved ship quieting,
on board over-the-horizon targeting capability, two towed sonar

arrays, snd retractable bow planes.

STATISTICAL DATA
EVENT DATE
KEEL LAID 13 May 1988
INITIAL MANNING 19 December 1986
LAUNCHED 93 January 1988
COMMISSIONED
SPONSOR Honorsble
Elizabeth Hanford Dole
DISPLACEMENT Surfaced 6127 Tons
Submerged 6304 Tons
LENGTH 382 Feet
HULL DIAMETER 33 Feet
MAXIMUM DEPTH [ excess of 400 Feet
MAXIMUM SPEED [n excese of 20 Knots
(1 Nauticsl mile=1.14
statute miles)
ARMAMENT Four 21 inch torpedo tubes
(torpedoes, missiles)
Twelve Vertical Launch
Missile Tubes (missiles)
COMPLEMENT Officers ; 14
Chief Petty Officers 17
E-6 and Below 103
Total 184
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Milizary Units have historically employed embiems a8 2
meang of organizational identification, Designed during the new
construction period, the chosen insignia becomes an integral
part of the ship's ongoing histary. Closely assaciated with the
crew and its reputation, the emblem is proudly displayed on ¢
wide variety of official documents and memorabilia

USS TOPEKA (83N 734) has selected the emblem illus-
trated on the front cover as its official INSIGNTA. Symbollsm
chosan for the crest ineludes:

The Capital Buflding Dome is the predominent landmark in
Topeks, the center of Kansas stste government and & local

symbol of democracy. The Red Tailed Hawk is commonly found
around Topeka and represents the spirit of freedom which
confronted the city’s founding fathers during early settling and
the Civil War, The hawk is a silent, swift and fierce hunter as
is USS TOPEKA (SSN 754). The arrows represent a tribute to
the Caw Indians who originally innabited the area, They also
itlustrate Topeka's willingness to use force when necessary to
defend hersell, “the heartland” and the nation in times of war
or pesce. The wheat stalks are symbolic of the region's strong
agricultural base, and combined with the arrows, represent the
fact that the Caw Indians were basically hunters snd farmers.
The five stars represent the City's founding fathers, similsr to
those depicted on the center band of the official city crest. The
submarine is of the improved 688 design and depicts the two
most prominent visible features which set it apart frem many
of her predecessors, vertical launch missile tube hatehes and bow

“planes, The nuclear symbol represents the ship's nuclear

propulsion capabllity with the three orbiting electrons symbolic
of S8N 754 being the third United States Ship to proudly bear
the name TOPEKA. The green and gold come from the
predominent eolors of the city flag and evest while the light

blue is the natural background color for the madia in which the
hawk and submarine exist.
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THE CITY OF TOPEKA
Indian agricultural commu
nity. A primary river crossing point
i for settiers headed west on the

o, Oregon Trail. A major railroad -

U R cenier .
AP i : Topeka, the capital of Kansas,
Lo w has played al of these roles, thanks

. - - Y

_— ‘ ' 19 the pioneering spirit of its resi
| | ] dents and its strategic location on

ol 573*3? L tne banks of the Kansas River.
( [ . They were roles that paved the

! way for the Topeka of todsy — a

\ thriving retail, financisi and industrial centar of 121,000 peopls.
Seversl Fortune 500 companies call Topeka home and some 13

Insurance companies are headquartered there.

" also ranks high in medical services. The Menninger
Foundation, world-renowned center for psychiatrie treatment, ]
education and resesrch is there along with six hospitals that include '
three medical centers.

And Topeka has more than 3 passing acqusintance with the
military, The former Forbes Air Force Base serves as headquarters '
for the 190th Kansas Air National Guard Refueling Squadron and
as & Strategic Air Command refueling stop.

However, s in most capital cities, the business of government
occupies the iargest number of those in the workforce.

Today's Topeks, infact, would probably astound the nine men who
met on December 5, 1854 on the banks of the Kansas River to draw

. up an agreement which later became the basis for the Topeka
Associstion. That organization was mainly responsible for the
aatablishment and early growth of thecity. And when Kansas became
the 34th state seven years later. Topeka (an Indian word meaning “A
good place to dig potatoes") was choen as the capital.

TVs & eapital that has made education & hatlmark over the years.

The ¢ity has one of the few remaining municipal universities in the
country — Washburn University. which, in addition to undergrad-

| uate and graduate programs, offers 8 law school as well. In addition,

| the Kaw Area Vocational Technical School, two nursing schools and

other training schools provide opportunities for those seeking specific

skills. |
Cultural activities sbound in Topeks. The Topeka Symphony

Orchestra and the City’s Community Center Association sponsor

concerts {rom Octoder through April. The Topeka Fine Arts Society

presents programs of chamber music and a Jazz Workshop provides

concerts for jazz bulfs. Topekans enjoy the internationally recognized

Topeka Civie Theatre, the Washburn University Players and the

Showease Dinner Theatre.
-
=
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON. D C 20350-1000
A 7 August 1989

-‘
) \.‘\ql

The Honorable Robert Dole
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Dole:

The fast attack submarine TOPEKA (SSN 754)
is scheduled to be commissioned on a date yet to
be determined during October 1989 at Electric Boat
Division in Groton, Connecticut. As you know,
your lovely wife is the ship's sponsor. G&

It is my pleasure to invite you to serve as
the principal speaker at the commissioning ceremony.
It should be a memorable occasion, and your
participation would certainly make the event more
special for all those associated with it.
! ‘ i T P bk s 3
Sincerely,

B-1-39 Noleraw e \le

%\ngh)¢'k:£¥

At rECGRhAN
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COMMIBEIONING OF TOPERA
NEW LONDON, CONNECTICUT
SATURDAY 21 OCTOBER 1989

9:30 - 12:45 REMARKS: 5 MINUTES

TIME:

ATTENDANCE: 1,000

ATTIRE: Business

LOCATION: US Sub Baseg TEL: 203/449-4343
Groton, CT

INTRODUCTION:

FACILITY: Carpeted platform built on top of Topeka itself
with free standing podium and mike

PRESS: OPEN

PLATFORM:

r CONTACT: Kenneth Lombart TEL: 203/449-4343
- FORMAT! 9:30 Secretary arrives SeCel L

9:30 = 11:00 Briefing for platform guests and

photo opportunity A le»#n¢x
11:00 Ceremony begins ?kﬂ%UTﬂ N
11:05 Invocation U ‘
11:10 Welconme (e sea i ¢ m\\lu

11:15 Remarks from ship builder ,

11:20 Remarks from Mayor of Topeka

11:30 Actual Commissioning with control of ship
being turned over to Commander

11:35 Remarks from Secretary e

11:40 Key note speaker — =cQtor Dole

11:55 Benediction

12:00 Ceremony concludes

Page 76 of 82
c019_053_017_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

OCTOBER 10, 1989

TO: SENATOR DOLE
FROM: MO
RE: COMMISSIONING OF THE TOPEKA - SATURDAY, OCITOBER 21

Mayor Felker and his wife, Paula, will be attending the
conmissioning of the Topeka as well as 50 other people from
Topeka,KS. They are compiling the attendance list now and
will have it completed by the end of the week. They are
unsure whether Senator Kassebaum will attend but have confirmed
that Congressman Slattery will be there. Also, there will be
4 news media from Topeka,KS to cover the event. They would
still like for you to be the keynote speaker and have scheduled
— your remaixks for 11:40am. Attached is a copy of Mrs. Dole's
schedule. She will go up Friday afternoon and attend the
reception and dinner that evening. Saturday she will attend the
commissioning and the reception following. She will depart
for Washington,DC at 1:15pm on a Navy Aircraft. During the
commissioning ceremony she is to make brief remarks at 11:35am.
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liberty when they signed the Declaration of Independence. And in
the struggle that followed, nine were killed in action, five died
as prisoners of war, twelve had their homes burned, several lost

sons, one man's wife died in prison and seventeen,including

Thomas Jefferson, went broke,

The legacy of these men was engraved for the ages by Tom
Paine: "Those who expect to reap the bleasings of freedom

must...undergo the fatigue of supporting it."

This is the legacy carried forward by the USS Topeka. This

i1s the mission on which you set to sea today.

As you undertake this mission, it is important to
acknowledge those here who sacrifice more than most for the
Topeka's contribution to our national security. You endure long
separations without communication, and you do it with a great
deal of grace and humor. I salute each of you--the wives,
children, parents, loved ones, and friends of those who serve on
the Topeka. You are all heroes in my book.

Commander, as is the tradition, it is my privilege to
present thils Bible to you and the crew of the Topeka. In doing
0, I would call your attention to the 107th Psalm: "“They that
do business in great waters: These see the works of the Lord,
and the wonders in the deep."

I hereby place the USS Topeka in commission. God bless and

God speed to those who serve aboard her.
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