






;;6 USS TOPEKA SSN754 COMMISSIONING 

THE CITY OF TOPEKA, KANSAS 
Topeka, the capital of Kansas, features a blend of agricul-

ture, industry, transportation, and government. Topeka is 
located on the Kansas River. Its name allegedly came from 
an Indian word meaning "a good place to dig potatoes," but 
some scholars dispute that. 

The earliest settlers arrived in the area in the early 1840s. 
The city was incorporated in 1857, following the promo-
tional efforts of nine founders of the Topeka Association. 
One of the nine, Dr. Charles Robinson, became the first 
Governor when Kansas was admitted to the Union as the 
34th state in 1861. This action was preceded by years of bit-
ter conflict between abolitionists and pro-slavery forces, but 
Kansas was finally designated a free state. 

Cyrus K. Holliday, one of the nine founders and the first 
Mayor of Topeka, formed the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa 
Fe Railroad shortly after the Civil War. Always a key city in 
this operation, Topeka is now the headquarters of the Santa 
Fe's Eastern Lines and is the home of one of the country's 
largest shop facilities. 

The building of Forbes Air Force Base and a large 
Goodyear Tire and Rubber plant during World War II con-
tributed to Topeka's rapid growth in the 1940s and '50s. Al-
though the air force base eventually closed because of mili-
tary needs, new industry and expanding state government 
helped Topeka maintain its diverse economy. 

Topeka native Charles Curtis, who served under Herbert 
Hoover, is the only Vice-President of the United States of 
Indian descent. Curtis was the grandson of an early settler 
who married an Indian woman. 

Another famous Topekan is the late Alfred M. Landon 
who was the 1936 Republican nominee for President and was 
an unofficial advisor to a number of presidents in subsequent 
years. Mr. Landon celebrated his lOOth birthday in Septem-
ber, 1987, shortly before his death. 

The Menninger Foundation, located in Topeka, is interna-
tionally known as a center for treatment of mental illness. 
Many outstanding health professionals have trained there or 
are presently on the staff. The foundation's west campus in-
cludes a mental health museum and a large collection of In-
dian artifacts. 

The state government complex includes the Capitol Build-
ing with a number of murals depicting the state's history and 
the attractive Hall of Justice Building. The governor's man-
sion is at the west edge of the city. 

The world-famous Topeka Zoo features a unique tropical 
rain forest and includes many species of mammals and birds 
in natural settings. 

Washburn University, the nation's last remaining city-sup-
ported institution of higher learning, continues to serve an 
increasing number of students despite its proximity to two 
large state schools. Its list of law school graduates includes 
many prominent attorneys and government figures. Wash-
burn's basketball team won the 1987 national small college 
(NAIA) championship. 

The recently opened Expocentre features a number of 
well-known rock and western musicians in concert and is 
home to the Topeka Sizzlers of the Continental Basketball 
Association. A large auto racing complex near the former air 
base opened in August, 1989. 
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Harry "Butch" Felker, 43 , is mayor of Topeka, Kansas. A 
lifelong Kansan, Butch is a graduate of the Topeka public 
school system, Topeka's Washburn University (Bachelor of 
Political Science Degree, I 969) and Washburn University's 
School of Law (Juris Doctor Degree, I 972). He is a 
Vietnam-era veteran of the United States Navy. 

Butch began his public service career in 1975, when he was 
elected Topeka's Park Commissioner. He won re-election five 
times, serving until a reorganization of the Topeka city gov-
ernment abolished the position. 

Subsequently, Butch served as Director of Economic De-
velopment for the Greater Topeka Chamber of Commerce 
and as director of sales for the Topeka Sizzlers, a profes-
sional basketball franchise . 

Butch serves on the boards of directors of the Friends of 
the Topeka Zoo, the Greater Topeka United Way, and the 
Topeka Park and Recreation Advisory Board. He is a mem-
ber of the Railroad Days Committee, the Festival of Carols 
Committee, the Washburn University Alumni Association, 
and the Downtown Optimists Club. 

His wife, Paula , is a teacher at Pauline South Middle 
School. The Felkers have one daughter, Tammy, 16, and two 
sons, Josh, 5, and Joe, 4. 

OCTOBER 2 l, l 989 

MAYOR OF TOPEKA 

THE HONORABLE 
HARRY "BUTCH" FELKER 

MAYOR OF 
TOPEKA, KANSAS 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 39 of 82



~6 USS TOPEKA SSN754 COMMISSIONING 

SHIP'S CHARACTERISTICS 

USS TOPEKA (SSN754) 

DISPLACEMENT 
Surfaced 6127 Tons 
Submerged 6904 Tons 

LENGTH 362 Feet 
HULL DIAMETER 33 Feet 
COMPLEMENT 

Officers 14 
Chief Petty Officers 17 
E- 6 and Below 103 

Total 134 

43rd SHIP OF THE LOS ANGELES CLASS 

USS TOPEKA is the fourth ship of the "improved" LOS 
ANGELES Class, the Navy's newest and world's best nuclear-
powered attack submarines. These ships are the most ad-
vanced undersea vessels of their type in the world. Their mis-
sions include locating and destroying surface ships and subma-
rines, reconnaissance, mine planting, and operations with spe-
cial warfare elements. 

This 360-foot, 6900-ton ship is well equipped to accomplish 
these tasks. Faster than her predecessors and equipped with 

the highly accurate AN/BSY- 1 sonar and weapon control 
system, the ship can be armed with sophisticated Mark 48 
and ADCAP torpedoes, as well as HARPOON anti-ship mis-
siles. USS TOPEKA can also launch multi-purpose TOMA-
HAWK cruise missiles from vertical tubes located in the bow 
or from her torpedo tubes. Other significant improvements 
include: full under-ice operational capability, improved ship 
quieting, onboard over-the-horizon targeting capability, two 
towed sonar arrays, and retractable bow planes. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
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Military Units have historically employed emblems as a 
means of organizational identification. Designed during the 
new construction period, the chosen insignia becomes an in-
tegral part of the ship's ongoing history. Closely associated 

OCTOBER 2 l, l 989 

SHIP'S INSIGNIA 
with the crew and its reputation, the emblem is proudly dis-
played on a wide variety of official documents and memora-
bilia. 

USS TOPEKA (SSN754) has selected the emblem illus-
trated on the front cover as its official INSIGNIA. Symbol-
ism chosen for the crest includes: 

The Capitol Building Dome is the predominant landmark 
in Topeka, the center of Kansas state government and a lo-
cal symbol of democracy. The Red Tailed Hawk is commonly 
found around Topeka and represents the spirit of freedom 
displayed by the city's founding fathers during early settle-
ment and the Civil War. The hawk is a silent, swift, and 
fierce hunter as is USS TOPEKA (SSN754). The arrows rep-
resent a tribute to the Caw Indians who originally inhabited 
the area. They also illustrate TOPEKA's willingness to use 
force when necessary to defend herself, "the heartland'', and 
the nation in times of war or peace. The wheat stalks are 
symbolic of the region's strong agricultural base, and com-
bined with the arrows, represent the fact that the Caw Indi-
ans were basically hunters and farmers. The five stars repre-
sent the City's founding fathers, similar to those depicted on 
the center band of the official city crest. The submarine is one 
of the improved 688 design and depicts the two most promi-
nent visible features which set her apart from many of her 
predecessors: vertical launch missile tube hatches and bow 
planes. The nuclear symbol represents the ship's nuclear pro-
pulsion capability, with the three orbiting electrons symbolic 
of SSN754 as the third United States Ship to proudly bear 
the name TOPEKA. The green and gold come from the pre-
dominant colors of the city flag and crest, while the light blue 
is the natural background color for the elements in which the 
hawk and submarine exist. 
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ii6 USS TOPEKA SSN754 COMMISSIONING 

TOPEKA SEA TRIALS 
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"Eternal Father, strong to save, 
Whose arm doth bind the restless wave:" 

We are a peaceful people; 
We do not choose to war. 
But tyranny pervades this earth, 
And batters freedom's door. 

We regret the need for weapons 
To guard our nation's shore. 
We pray some day that casualties 
Won't be used to keep the score. 

But 'till that day, we launch the ships 
To warn our foes , we pray, 
That the price tag on aggression 
Is too high for them to pay. 

God, You have a subtle way 
To remind us of Your part: 

We chose this place, but You picked 
The time for us to start. 

It's only when the tide is high 
This sub can start its slide; 
Men have built the submarine, 
But You control the tide! 

So bless the officers and the men 
And keep them free from harm; 
Let them ride beneath the waves, 
Resting on Your arm. 

We pray in the Name of the Christ 
"Who bids the mighty ocean deep, 
its own appointed limits keep." 

AMEN 

Reverend Frederick S. Hollomon 

OCTOBER 2 1, 1 989 

PRAYER 
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~ USS TOPEKA 
ATTACK SUBMARINE 

NAMED IN HONOR OF THE CITY OF 
TOPEKA. KANSAS 

BUILT BY 
GENERAL OYNAMIC:S 

Electric Boat Division 
GROTON, CONNECTICUT 

KEEL LAID MAY 13, 1986 
LAUNCHED JANUARY 23, 1 988 
COMMISSIONED OCTOBER 21, 1989 

CHRISTENED .JANUARY 23, 1988 
B Y THE HONORABLE ELIZABETH HANFORD ODLE 

~ 

~ 

~ 

USS TOPEKA SSN 754 
THE THIRD SHIP OF THE FLEET TO BEAR THE NAME 

CL-67/CLG -8 
1944-1969 

BLOCKADE OF CUBA, SPANISH-AMERICA WAR 
TRAINING SHIP-lST NAVAL DISTRICT, N.Y. WW. I 
TRAINING SHIP-4TH NAVAL DISTRICT PHILA. PA. 
ATTACK ON RYUKU ISLANDS W.W. II 
ATTACK ON SAGAMI NADA (TOKYO), W.W. II 
GULF OF TONKIN INCIDENT, VIETNAM 
COMBINED CRU-OES. GROUP 7TH FLEET. VIETNAM 
GULF OF TONKIN GUNFIRE SUPPORT, VIETNAM 

PG -35 
1898- 1929 

1898 
1918 
1929 
1945 
1945 
1964 
1965 
1965 
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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE 

OCTOBER 21, 1989 

THE CHALLENGE OF THE 1990s 

ti >J 
THE LAST TIME ELIZABETH AND I HELPED LAUNCH 

SOMETHING, IT WAS A PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN. WE 

GAVE IT A GOOD SHOT, BUT I HOPE THIS SUB GETS A LOT 

FURTHER THAN WE DID. IN FACT, WE COULD HAVE USED ---
THE 11TOPEKA11 IN NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
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-2-

AL THOUGH I GREW UP IN A SMALL TOWN IN 

CENTRAL KANSAS, I DID SPEND SOME OF THE MOST 

SIGNIFICANT YEARS OF MY LIFE IN TOPEKA. IT IS WHERE I 

STARTED PUTIING MY LIFE TOGETHER AFTER WORLD 

WAR rwo,AND FIVE YEARS IN ARMY HOSPITALS. 

IT IS WHERE I EARNED MY LAW DEGREE, AND WHERE 

I FIRST SERVED AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL. THE YEAR 

WAS 1950, AND I WAS A 27-YEAR OLD LAW STUDENT 

GOING BACK TO SCHOOL ON THE G.I. BILL. FOR SOME 

REASON, MY NEIGHBORS BACK IN RUSSELL ELECTED ME 

TO THE KANSAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
--
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-3-

SO I AM VERY PLEASED TO BE HERE TODAY, TO 

HELP LAUNCH THE NUCLEAR ATIACK SUBMARINE THAT 

\ I 

WILL CARRY KANSAS PRIDE TO THE SEVEN SEAS. THE 

( ) 

U.S.S. TOPEKA IS A SYMBOL OF THE SUCCESS OF U.S. 

DEFENSE POLICY OVER THE PAST DECADE . 

• 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
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-4-

AS WE BEGAN THE 1990s, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

TOLD US LOUD AND CLEAR THAT THEY WANTED A 

STRONGER AMERICA. THEY ALSO WANTED AN AMERICA 

RESPECTED AT HOME AND ABROAD. AND THEY PUT 

RONALD REAGAN IN THE WHITE HOUSfiAND GAVE THE 

U.S. SENATE A REPUBLICAN MAJORITY, TO GET THE JOB 

DONE. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
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-5-

IN A FEW MONTHSJ THIS DECADE WILL COME TO A 

CLOSE. AS WE LOOK BACK, IT IS CLEAR THAT TOGETHER 

WE HAVE MADE A DIFFERENCE: AMERICA.!§ STRONGER) 

AND WE HAVE WON BACK THE RESPECT WE LOST 

DURING THE 1970s. 

THIS SUCCESS COULD NOT HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED 

WITHOUT LEADERSHIP AND VISION; COMMITMENT AND -
SACRIFICE. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
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-6-

LET'S FACE IT, BUILDING A STRONG DEFENSE DID 

NOT COME CHEAP. THERE WERE NO EASY FIXES. BUT, --
THANKS TO AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY, AMERICAN 

INDUSTRY, AND THE AMERICAN TAXPAYER, WE 

MODERNIZED AMERICA'S ARMED FORCES. 

WE GAVE OUR MEN AND WOMEN THE VERY BEST 

EQUIPMENT, ACROSS·THE·BOARD -- WE BUil T THE 

FINEST TANKS, PLANES AND SHIPS. NO DOUBT ABOUT 

IF, WE HAD PLENTY OF CATCHING UP TO DO --BUT WE 

,, ,, 
GOT THERE, THANKS TO SHIPS SUCH AS THE TOPEKA . ....... 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
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-7-

WE CAN BE PROUD OF WHAT WE ACCOMPLISHED IN 

THE 1980s, BUT IS IT ENOUGH TO REST ON OUR 

SUCCESS? 

I BELIEVE THAT TO DO SO WOULD RISK ALL WE HAVE -
ACHIEVED IN THE PAST. EVEN WORSE, IT WOULD RISK 

OUR FUTURE, TOO. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
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-8-

IN MY VIEW, THE DEFENSE CHALLENGE FOR THE 

1990s IS TWOFOLD: (1) TO PROVIDE THE NECESSARY 
-= 

FUNDING TO MAINTAIN A STRONG AND CREDIBLE 

DEFENSE, AND ~ 

(2) TO BE READY AND WILLING TO USE OUR DEFENSE ----
MUSCLE TO PROTECT U.S. INTERESTS ANYTIME) 

ANYWHERE. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
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-9-

I SHUDDER TO THINK WHERE WE WOULD BE RIGHT 

,, ,, 
NOW IF WE HADN'T RELOADED, ESPECIALLY WHEN 

AMERICA HAD TO ASSERT ITSELF IN THE PERSIAN GULF; 

TO RESCUE AMERICANS AT RISK IN GRENADA; AND TO 

,. ~ 

STRIKE BACK AT TERRORIST CRAZIES LIKE KHADDAFI. 

HOWEVER, SOME FOLKS SAY WE NO LONGER NEED 

It \\ 
TO WORRY ABOUT DEFENSE -- THAT THE COMMUNIST 

WORLD IS CRUMBLING; WE CAN WORK WITH 

GORBACHEV; AND WE DON'T HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT 

COLD WAR ANXIETIES ANYMORE. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
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-10-

WELL, THIS IS ONE SENATOR WHO ISN'T ABOUT TO 

DROP HIS GUARD. 
-==- = 

YES, I BELIEVE WE ARE WITNESSES TO HISTORIC 

CHANGES AROUND THE WORLD, ESPECIALLY IN 

EASTERN EUROPE AND THE SOVIET UNION. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
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-11-

I VISITED POLAND THIS SUMMER. NOWHERE IS THE 

BANKRUPTCY OF MARXIST-LENINIST IDEOLOGY MORE 

EVIDENT. AND, DURING THE PAST FEW WEEKS, WE HAVE 

WATCHED THOUSANDS OF EAST GERMANS LEAVE THEIR 

HOMELAND, THEIR JOBS AND THEIR FAMILIES TO TASTE 
= 

FREEDOM IN THE WEST. 

HOW DO WE EXPLAIN THESE DRAMATIC CHANGES? 

SOME OFFER ANSWERS IN ONE WORD--"GORBACHEV." 
F" - r c mo •. ,.. r-.w .. ., , 
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-12-

CERTAINLY GORBACHEV IS UNLIKE ANY OF HIS 

PREDECESSORS. BUT, IS IT WISE FOR THE UNITED 

STATES TO BASE ITS DEFENSE POLICIES AND PLANS ON 

OUR VIEW OF ONE MAN'S INTENTIONS? 

NO. RATHER, I BELIEVE THAT IT IS IN AMERICA'S --
BEST INTEREST TO RESPOND WITH CAUTION -- WE NEED 

TO WAIT TO SEE WHETHER GORBACHEV'S REFORMS IN 

THE SOVIET UNION ARE REAL AND PERMANENT. -
> 
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- i 3-

WE WANT GORBACHEV TO SUCCEED, BUT 

DEMOCRATIC REFORM IS NOT A COMMODllY THAT CAN 

BE SECURED WITH LOAN)OR BARTERED FOR WITH 

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY. AND, THERE ARE NO ...... 
GUARANTEES THAT CHANGES UNDER THE HEADING OF 

"REFORM" ARE PERMANENT -- AS WE REALIZED WHEN 

WE WITNESSED THE TRAGEDY IN TIANANMEN SQUARE. 

GORBACHEV MAY BE HERE TODAY, BUT HE COULD BE 

GONE TOMORROW. -

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
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-14-

THAT'S WHY THE UNITED STATES NEEDS TO STAY 

THE COURSE SET DURING THIS DECADE; WE NEED TO 

STAY STRONG, STAY TOUGH, AND STAY-- AS LONG AS IT -
TAKES TO KEEP DEMOCRACY ON THE MARCH. 

KEEP IN MIND, DESPITE GLASNOST AND 

PERESTROIKA, SOVIET DEFENSE SPENDING HAS 

INCREASED AN AVERAGE OF 3 PERCENT IN REAL TERMS 

SINCE 1985. DURING THAT SAME TIME PERIO~U.S. 

DEFENSE SPENDING HAS DECLINED BY MORE THAN 11 

PERCENT IN REAL TERMS. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 58 of 82



-15-

SO WE MUST CONTINUE TO CHALLENGE THE 

SOVIETS TO REFORM--PERMANENTL Y. 

\ I 
REAL REFORM DOES NOT REST ON U.S. 

TECHNOLOGY)OR UNILATERAL ARMS CONTROL; AND 

\ I 
REAL REFORM CANNOT BE ACHIEVED WITHOUT A 

COMMITMENT TO CHANGE THE SOVIET ECONOMY FROM 

ONE THAT SERVES THE MILITARY AND THE COMMUNIST 

PARTY) TO ONE THAT SERVES THE PEOPLE OF THE 

SOVIET UNION. 
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- i 6-

UNTIL WE SEE THOSE FUNDAMENTAL CHANGES, WE 

CAN'T AFFORD TO DROP OUR GUARD. 

TODAY, ALL OF KANSAS IS PROUD OF THIS GREAT 

SHIP AND THE NAME IT WILL CARRY AROUND THE 

WORLD. TOPEKA IS A GREAT STATE CAPITAL, AND THE 

\ .. 
U.S.S. TOPEKA IS A WORLD-CLASS SUBMARINE. 

TOGETHER, THEY WILL BRING THE MESSAGE OF 

STRENGTH AND FREEDOM TO ALL THOSE WHO YEARN 

TO HEAR IT1 AND TO ALL THOSE WHO TRY TO OPPOSE IJ./ -
THANK YOU VERY MUCH. ...JL. 

....__.. __ .....-----------,~ ~ 
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PREVIOUS SHIPS NAMED TOPEKA 
Two previous ships of the fleet have been named tor 

TOPEKA, th~ Caplts.l City o! Kai:isas. 

The Flrst TOPEKA (PG SS) was a iUnboat built under the 
name of Diogenes by G. Howe.ldt of Keil, Germa.ny, in 1881. She 
waa purchaaed. by the U.S. Navy on 2 April 1898 from the 
Thames Iron Works of L<mdonl England and placed in 
commission the same day. On 15 February 1899, TOPEKA was . . 
placed out of commission at the BosUin Navy Yard. Aftsr 18 
mont~ o! inactivity, the gunboat wa.s recommissioned at Boston · 
on 15Augiist1900. In August 1905 she returned oo Portsmouth, · 
New Hampahite, was pliced out of comrnisaion in Sep~mber 
1905, and served as a prison and station ship at the Port8mouth 
Navy Yard. In June 1916 she was towed to New York where she 
was recommissioned again on 14 July 1916 and assigned duty 
as receiving ship at New York untii again bein' placed out of 
commission in September 1916. She was recommissioned for the 
1ut time at Boston in March 1919 then placed out of commission 

· on 2 November 1919 and put up for sale. TOPEKA was sold in 
May 1980 to Union Shipbuilding Company of B&ltimore, 
~aryland. 

The Second TOPEKA, s. Light Cruiser (CL67) was built by 
Bethlehem Stet! Company oC Quincy, Me.ssach\lsetts. Htr keel 
w~ laid 21Aprll1948 and wu launchod 19Auruit1944 under 
the sponsorship of Mrs. Frank J. Wa.rren, wife of the Mayor of 
Topeka, Kansu. The ship w&S placed in commission at Boston 
on 23 December 1944, TOPEKA waJ initially used as a ship 
escort in the Wes~rn Pacific and l&ter joined several battle 
groups operating ln the Pacific near the end of World War II. 
TOPEXA's rescue efforts saved two British Pilots downed in 
Ishinomake Wan during August 1945. She was"placed out of 
commlasion in reserve at San Francisco, 18 June 1949. On 15 
April 1957 she arrived a.t New York Navy Shipyard for 
conversion to a Guided Missile Light Cruiser (CLG-8). Her hull 
clusltlcatlon and number were changed t-0 CLG 8, eftectlve 23 
May 1957. TOPEKA earned two battie stars during World War . . 
1I a.nd three more during the Vietnam conflict. 
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USS TOPEKA (SSN 754k 
43rd SHIP OF THE LOS ANGEL S CLASS 

USS TOPEKA is the fourth ship of the !(improved» LOS I 
ANq_ELES cla:ss. the Navy'a newest a.rid world1s bast n.uclur· ~; 
powered attack submarines. Theae ships are the most advanced 
undersea vessels of their type in the world, Their missions include 

I· 
I, ' 

locating and destroying surface ships and submarines, reconnais· 
~s.nce, mine planting, and operatlons with &pedal warfare elements. 

This 360 foot, 6900 ton ship is well equipped to accomplish these 
wks. Faster than her predecessors and equipped with the highly 
accurate AN;BSY·l so;iar and weapon controi ~ystems , the ship can j be a.rmed with sophisllcated Mark 48 a.nd ADCAP torpedoes e.s well 
u HARPOON antl·!hip rniuiles. TOPEKA ein also launch multi-
purpose TOMAHAWK crui!e mi&silu from verti~al tuMs loea.tad in 
the bow or from her torpedo tubes. Other significant improvements 
includt: full under·iCt operational ct.pa.bility, improved ship Quieting, •1 

on board over·the·horizon urgeting capability, two towed sona.r I 
e.rrays, and retra.ct&ble bow planes. ~ 

' 
STATISTICAL DATA t 

~ 

EVENT DATE f· ... 

KEEL LAID 13MiY1986 
I. 

INITIAL MANNING 12 Decsmber 1986 i 

LAUNCHED 23January1988 l 
' I COMMISSIONED 

i SPONSOR Honorable 
I I Elizabeth Hanford Dole 

DISPLACEMENT Surf~ S12'7 Tons 
Submerged 6904 Tons I' 

i 
LENGTH 362 Feet l 

' 

HULL DIAMETER 38 Feet 
l. 

MAXIMUM DEPTH In excess of 400 Fett 

MAXlMUM SPEED In excess of 20 Knots 
j· 

I (1 N&utical mile ~1.14 
at&tu~ mile&) 

ARMAMENT Four 21 inch tcrpedo tubes I 

(Ulrpedoes, missilea) 1: 
I 

Twelve Vertical Launch I 
Missile Tubes (missil~) 

I 
I 

l 
COMPLEMENT O!ficer!i 14 I 

Chief Petty Officers 17 
E-6 and Below 103 -

TotAl 134 I ,. 
I 
' 
' ,. 
! ~ 
I 

SOd 

C # : t>CC 

3'"100 ~ o er "'cf ., * J••:i:v T s : T T 

:Hd C:C:C:L :ss-LL-OL : 96C: 

69 ' LT ' OT 

~31d083131 X0~3X 
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Military Units have hlst-Orically employed emblems u a 
means of orianizational identification. Designed durinr the new 
construction periodi the chosen insignia bec~mes an intei'ral 
part of the ship's ongoing hisrory. Closely associated with the 
crew and i~ reputation, the emblem is proudly displayed on a 
wide variety of off iclal documents and memorabilia. 

USS TOPEKA (SSN 754) has ~elec~d the emblem illus· 
trated on the front cover as its ofticial INSIGNIA. SymboHsm 
cho&en tor the crest includes: 
The Capital Buildinr Dorn~ is the predominent landmark in 
Topeka., the cen~r ol Kan&as state government and a locl\l 
symbol o! democracy, The Red Tailed Hawk is commonly found 
around Topeka and represen~ the spirit of freedom which 
confron~d the city's founding fathers during early settling and 
the Civil War. The hawk is a ~ilenti swift and fierce hun~r as 
is USS TOPEKA (SSN 754). The arrows represent & tribute t-0 
the Caw Indians who originally inhabiud the area. They also 
lllustrate Topeka's willingness to use !orce when necessary to 
def end hersell, 11the heartlandu and the nation in time$ of war 
or peace. The wheat stalks are symbolic of the region's strong 
agricultural basei and combined with the arrows, represent the 
fact that the Caw Indians were basically hun~rs and farmers. 
The five stars represent the City's founding fathers, similar to 
those depicted on the cen~r bar.cl uf the of£iclal city crest. The 
submarine ls of the improved 688 design and depicts the two 
mo1t promiMnt visible !eatures which !et it ~part from !"l'lany 
of her predecessors, vertlcal launcr. m:ssile tube hatches and bow 

· planes. The nu~lee.r symbol r~presents the ship's nuclear 
propul!lon capability with the three or bl ting electrons symbolic 
of SSN 754 being the third United States Ship to proudly bear 
the name TOPEKA. The green and iold come from the 
predominent colorti of the city flag and c~st while the Hrht 
blue is the natural background color for the med;a in which the 
hawk and submarine exist. 
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THE CITY OF TOPEKA 
Indian agricultural commu· 

nity. A primary r:vercrossingpoint 
for settiers headed west on the 
Oregon Trail. A major railroad 
center. 

Topeka, the capital of Kansas, 
has played all of these roles~ thanks 

· 1 : 
to the pioneering spirit of lts resl· 

· dents and its strategic location on 
the banks of the Kansas River. 

They were !'oles that paved the 

way for the Topeka ot today - a 

thriving retail, finaneia: and industrlg,l centGr of 121,000 ~pie. 
Several Fortune 600 companies call Topeka home and some 18 

insurance companies are headquartered there. 
It also ranks high in medical services. The Menninger 

Foundation, world-renowned center for psychiatric treatment, 

education and research is there along with s[x hospttals that include 

three medical centers. 
And Topeka has more than a passing acquaintance with the 

militAry. The former Forbes Air Force Base serves as headquartars 

for the 190th Kansas Air National Guard RefueHng Squadron and 
as a Strategic Air Command refueling srop. 

However, as in most capital cities, the business of i'(>vernment 
occupie5 the large5t number of those [n the work! orce. 

Today's Topeka, inf act, would probably ast-Ound the nine men who 
met on December S, 1854 on the banks of the Kansas River tc draw 

up an agreement which later became the basis {or the Topeka 
Association. That organization was mainly responsible for the 

eetablishmentand earlj· growth of the city. And wher. Kansu became 

the 34th state seven years la~r . Topeka (an Indian word meaning" A 
good place to dig potatoes") was cho!en a3 the cspital. 

It's a capita.I that ha~ macle education a hallmark over the years. 

The city has one oi the few remaining m1.1nicipal un]versitiea in the 

country - Washburn University, which, in addition ro undergrad· 

uate and graduate p~ograms, offers a law school as well. In addition, 

the Kaw Area Vocatlonal Technical School1 two nursing schools and 
other training schools provide opportunities for those seeking specific 

a kills. 
Cultural actlvlties abound in Topeka. The Topeka Symphony 

Orcheiitr& and the Clty's Community Center Association sponsor 

conc.:ert.s from October through Apri i. The Topeka Fine Arts Society 

presents programs of chamber music and a Jazz Workshop provides 
concerts for jazz buffs. Topekans enjoy the internationally recognized 

·Topeki Civic Theatre, the Washburn University Players and the 

Showcase Dinner Theatre. 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
WASHINGTON. DC 20350· 1000 

7 .A u gu s t l ~rn 9 

~: ·,· v-
' 

/ 

The Honorabl e Robert Dole 
United States Senat e 
Was hington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Dole: 

The fast attack submarine TOPEKA (SSN 754) 
is scheduled to be commissioned ~n a date yet to 
be determined during October 1989 at Electric Boat 
Division in Groton, Connecticut. As you know, 
your lovely wife is the ship's sponsor. o\ 

It is my pleasure to invite you to serve as 
the principal speaker at the commissioning ceremony. 
It should be a memorable occasion, and your 
participation would certainly make the event more 
special for all those associated with it. 
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TIME: 

COMMISSIONING OF TOPEKA 
NEW LONDON, CONNECTICUT 
SATURD~Y 21 OCTOBER 1989 

9:30 - 12:45 REMARKS: 5 MINUTES 
ATTENDANCE: 1,000 

ATTIRE: Business 

LOCATION: 

INTRODUCTION: 

FACILITY: 

PRESS: 

PLATFORM: 

CONTACT: 

FORMAT: 

us sub Base 
Groton, CT 

TEL: 203/449-4343 

Carpeted platform built on top of Topeka itself with !ree standing podium and mike 
OPEN 

Kenneth Lombart 

9:30 Secretary arrives 
9:30 - 11:00 Brieting for 

11:00 
11:05 
11:10 
11:15 
11:20 
11:30 

11:35 
11:40 
11:55 
12:00 

photo opportunity 
Ceremony begins 
Invocation 
Welcome 
Remarks from ship builder 
Remarks from Mayor of Topeka 
Actual commissioning with control of ship being turned over to Commander 
Remarks from Secretary 1 _ 

1 Key note spaaker - .::32/'()_:ru r Uo'-..o____ Benediction 
Ceremony concludes 
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TO: 

fROM: 

RE: 

OCTOBEl< 1 0 , I ~J8 ~J 

SENATOR DOLE 

MJ 

CQ\11'-IISSIONJNG OF THE TOPEKA - SATURDAY , OCTOBER 21 

Mayor Felker and his wife, Paula, will be attending the 
commissioning of the Topeka as well as 50 other people from 
Topeka,KS. They are compiling the attendance list now and 
will have it completed by the end of the week. They are 
W1sure whether Senator Kassebawn will attend but have confirmed 
that Congressman Slattery will be there. Also, there will be 
4 news media from Topeka,KS to cover the event. They would 
still like for you to be the keynote speaker and have scheduled 
your remaj_l<:s for 11:40am. Attached is a copy of Mrs. Dole's 
schedule. She will go up Friday afternoon and attend the 
reception and dinner that evening. Saturday she will attend the 
commissioning and the reception following. She will depart 
for Washington,OC at l:lSpm on a Navy Aircraft. During the 
commissioning ceremony she is to make brief remarks at ll:35arn. 
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News from Senator 

BOB DOLE 
(R - Kansas) SH 141 Hart Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
OCTOBER 21, 1989 

CONTACT: WALT RIKER 
(202) 224-5358 

COMMISSIONING OF THE U.S.S. TOPEKA 
REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE 

OCTOBER 21, 1989 
GROTON, CONNECTICUT 

THE LAST TIME ELIZABETH AND I HELPED LAUNCH SOMETHING, IT WAS 
A PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN. WE GAVE IT A GOOD SHOT, BUT I HOPE THIS 
SUB GETS A LOT FURTHER THAN WE DID. IN FACT, WE COULD HAVE USED 
THE "TOPEKA" IN NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

ALTHOUGH I GREW UP IN A SMALL TOWN IN CENTRAL KANSAS, I DID 
SPEND SOME OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT YEARS OF MY LIFE IN TOPEKA. 
IT IS WHERE I STARTED PUTTING MY LIFE TOGETHER AFTER WORLD WAR 
TWO AND FIVE YEARS IN ARMY HOSPITALS. 

IT IS WHERE I EARNED MY LAW DEGREE, AND WHERE I FIRST SERVED 
AS AN ELECTED OFFICIAL. THE YEAR WAS 1950, AND I WAS A 27-YEAR 
OLD LAW STUDENT GOING BACK TO SCHOOL ON THE G.I. BILL. FOR SOME 
REASON, MY NEIGHBORS BACK IN RUSSELL ELECTED ME TO THE KANSAS 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

SO I AM VERY PLEASED TO BE HERE TODAY, TO HELP LAUNCH THE 
NUCLEAR ATTACK SUBMARINE THAT WILL CARRY KANSAS PRIDE TO THE 
SEVEN SEAS. THE U.S.S. TOPEKA IS A SYMBOL OF THE SUCCESS OF U.S. 
DEFENSE POLICY OVER THE PAST DECADE. 

AS WE BEGAN THE 1990s, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TOLD US LOUD AND 
CLEAR THAT THEY WANTED A STRONGER AMERICA. THEY ALSO WANTED AN 
AMERICA RESPECTED AT HOME AND ABROAD. AND THEY PUT RONALD REAGAN 
IN THE WHITE HOUSE AND GAVE THE U.S. SENATE A REPUBLICAN MAJORITY 
TO GET THE JOB DONE. 

IN A FEW MONTHS THIS DECADE WILL COME TO A CLOSE. AS WE LOOK 
BACK, IT IS CLEAR THAT TOGETHER WE HAVE MADE A DIFFERENCE: 
AMERICA IS STRONGER, AND WE HAVE WON BACK THE RESPECT WE LOST 
DURING THE 1970s. 

THIS SUCCESS COULD NOT HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED WITHOUT LEADERSHIP 
AND VISION; COMMITMENT AND SACRIFICE. 

LET'S FACE IT, BUILDING A STRONG DEFENSE DID NOT COME CHEAP. 
THERE WERE NO EASY FIXES. BUT, THANKS TO AMERICAN TECHNOLOGY, 
AMERICAN INDUSTRY, AND THE AMERICAN TAXPAYER, WE MODERNIZED 
AMERICA'S ARMED FORCES. 

WE GAVE OUR MEN AND WOMEN THE VERY BEST EQUIPMENT, ACROSS THE 
BOARD -- WE BUILT THE FINEST TANKS, PLANES AND SHIPS. NO DOUBT 
ABOUT IF, WE HAD PLENTY OF CATCHING UP TO DO --BUT WE GOT THERE, 
THANKS TO SHIPS SUCH AS THE TOPEKA. 

WE CAN BE PROUD OF WHAT WE ACCOMPLISHED IN THE 1980s, BUT IS 
IT ENOUGH TO REST ON OUR SUCCESS? 

(MORE) 
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I BELIEVE THAT TO DO SO WOULD RISK ALL WE HAVE ACHIEVED IN 
THE PAST. EVEN WORSE, IT WOULD RISK OUR FUTURE, TOO. 

IN MY VIEW, THE DEFENSE CHALLENGE FOR THE 1990s IS TWOFOLD: 
(1) TO PROVIDE THE NECESSARY FUNDING TO MAINTAIN A STRONG AND 
CREDIBLE DEFENSE, AND 
(2) TO BE READY AND WILLING TO USE OUR DEFENSE MUSCLE TO PROTECT 
U.S. INTERESTS ANYTIME, ANYWHERE. 

I SHUDDER TO THINK WHERE WE WOULD BE RIGHT NOW IF WE HADN'T 
RELOADED, ESPECIALLY WHEN AMERICA HAD TO ASSERT ITSELF IN THE 
PERSIAN GULF; TO RESCUE AMERICANS AT RISK IN GRENADA; AND TO 
STRIKE BACK AT TERRORIST CRAZIES LIKE KHADDAFI. 

HOWEVER, SOME FOLKS SAY WE NO LONGER NEED TO WORRY ABOUT 
DEFENSE -- THAT THE COMMUNIST WORLD IS CRUMBLING; WE CAN WORK 
WITH GORBACHEV; AND WE DON'T HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT COLD WAR 
ANXIETIES ANYMORE. 

WELL, THIS IS ONE SENATOR WHO ISN'T ABOUT TO DROP HIS GUARD. 
YES, I BELIEVE WE ARE WITNESSES TO HISTORIC CHANGES AROUND 

THE WORLD, ESPECIALLY IN EASTERN EUROPE AND THE SOVIET UNION. 
I VISITED POLAND THIS SUMMER. NOWHERE IS THE BANKRUPTCY OF 

MARXIST-LENINIST IDEOLOGY MORE EVIDENT. AND, DURING THE PAST FEW 
WEEKS, WE HAVE WATCHED THOUSANDS OF EAST GERMANS LEAVE THEIR 
HOMELAND, THEIR JOBS AND THEIR FAMILIES TO TASTE FREEDOM IN THE 
WEST. 

HOW DO WE EXPLAIN THESE DRAMATIC CHANGES? SOME OFFER ANSWERS 
IN ONE WORD--"GORBACHEV." 

CERTAINLY GORBACHEV IS UNLIKE ANY OF HIS PREDECESSORS. BUT, 
IS IT WISE FOR THE UNITED STATES TO BASE ITS DEFENSE POLICIES AND 
PLANS ON OUR VIEW OF ONE MAN'S INTENTIONS? 

NO. RATHER, I BELIEVE THAT IT IS IN AMERICA'S BEST INTEREST 
TO RESPOND WITH CAUTION -- WE NEED TO WAIT TO SEE WHETHER 
GORBACHEV'S REFORMS IN THE SOVIET UNION ARE REAL AND PERMANENT. 

WE WANT GORBACHEV TO SUCCEED, BUT DEMOCRATIC REFORM IS NOT A 
COMMODITY THAT CAN BE SECURED WITH LOANS OR BARTERED FOR WITH 
ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY. AND, THERE ARE NO GUARANTEES THAT CHANGES 
UNDER THE HEADING OF "REFORM" ARE PERMANENT -- AS WE REALIZED 
WHEN WE WITNESSED THE TRAGEDY IN TIANANMEN SQUARE. GORBACHEV MAY 
BE HERE TODAY, BUT HE COULD BE GONE TOMORROW. 

THAT'S WHY THE UNITED STATES NEEDS TO STAY THE COURSE SET 
DURING THIS DECADE; WE NEED TO STAY STRONG, STAY TOUGH, AND 
STAY-- AS LONG AS IT TAKES TO KEEP DEMOCRACY ON THE MARCH. 

KEEP IN MIND, DESPITE GLASNOST AND PERESTROIKA, SOVIET 
DEFENSE SPENDING HAS INCREASED AN AVERAGE OF 3 PERCENT IN REAL 
TERMS SINCE 1985. DURING THAT SAME TIME PERIOD U.S. DEFENSE 
SPENDING HAS DECLINED BY MORE THAN 11 PERCENT IN REAL TERMS. 

SO WE MUST CONTINUE TO CHALLENGE THE SOVIETS TO 
REFORM--PERMANENTLY. 

REAL REFORM DOES NOT REST ON U.S. TECHNOLOGY OR UNILATERAL 
ARMS CONTROL; AND REAL REFORM CANNOT BE ACHIEVED WITHOUT A 
COMMITMENT TO CHANGE THE SOVIET ECONOMY FROM ONE THAT SERVES THE 
MILITARY AND THE COMMUNIST PARTY, TO ONE THAT SERVES THE PEOPLE 
OF THE SOVIET UNION. 

UNTIL WE SEE THOSE FUNDAMENTAL CHANGES, WE CAN'T AFFORD TO 
DROP OUR GUARD. 

TODAY, ALL OF KANSAS IS PROUD OF THIS GREAT SHIP AND THE NAME 
IT WILL CARRY AROUND THE WORLD. TOPEKA IS A GREAT STATE CAPITAL, 
AND THE U.S.S. TOPEKA IS A WORLD-CLASS SUBMARINE. 

TOGETHER, THEY WILL BRING THE MESSAGE OF STRENGTH AND FREEDOM 
TO ALL THOSE WHO YEARN TO HEAR IT, AND TO ALL THOSE WHO TRY TO 
OPPOSE IT. THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 

### 
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BOB DOLE 
KANSAS Wnittb ~tatt~ ~tnatt 

OFFICE OF THE REPUBLICAN LEADER 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-7020 
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PREVIOUS SHIPS NAMED TOPEKA 
r..vo previoua ahips of the fleet h1.ve been named tor 

I 1'0PEKA. th~ C&piW City o! l\a11n.s. 
'rhe Firat TOPEKA (PG 95) wu a i'lnboat built under th1 

name of Diogenes by G. How&ldt o! Keil, Gel'!T11.ny, In 1881. She 
wu purchued · by ~e U.S. Navy on Z April 1898 from the 
Thames Iron Work5 o! L<mdon, England and placed in 
commission the same day. On 15February1899, TOPEKA was .. 
placed out of commission at the Boston Navy Yard. After 18 
month! o! in&etivity, the gunboat wt.& recommiasioned &t Boston 
on 15 Aug'Ust 1900. In August 1$05 she returned to Por~mouth, 
New Hampahire, wu pliced out of commiuion in September 

I 
1905, and served as a prison and station ship 1t the Portsmouth 

I Navy Yard. In June 1916 ahe was wwed to New York where she 
was recommissioned again or, 14 July 1916 and wigned duty I as rectiving ahip at New York untii &iain btlnl placed out of 
commwion in September 1916. She was recommwioned for the 
lut time at Boston in March 1919 then placed out of commission 

· on 2 November 1919 ind put up for sale. TOPEKA wu sold in 
May 1980 to Union Shipbuilding Company of Baltimort, 
Ma.ryllnd. 

The Sacond TOPEKA, 1. Light CMJ!~r (CL67) was built by 
Bethlahem Stu! Company o! Quincy, M1machusetu. Her lcul 

I wu laid 21 April 1948 and wu launchtd 19 Auru•t 1944 under 
the aponsorship of Mrs. Fr1.nk J. W1men, wife o! the Mayilr of 

1 Topek11 Kansas. The ship was placed in commission at Boston . I 
on 23 December 1944. TOPEKA WaJ initially used u a ship I 

ii escort in the Weatern Pac\!ic and l&ter joined several b&ttle I 

\1 groupa operating ln the Pacific near the end o! World War II. 
TOPEXA's rescue effort.a saved two Britlah Pilota downed in 
Ishinomake Wan during Aui1J&t 1945. She wu placed out of 
commi11ion in reserve at San Franclsco, 18 June 1949. On 15 \~ April 1957 she miVl!d it New York Navy Sh!py&rd for 
conversion to & Guided Miulle Liiht Cruiser (CLG-8). Her hull 
clusificatlon and number were changed to CLG 8, effective 23 I 

May 1957. 'TOPEKA earned two battle stars during World War . 
II and three mora during the Vietnam conflicl 
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USS TOPEKA (SSN 754) 
43rd SHIP OF THE LOS ANGELES CLASS 

USS TOPEKA is the fourt'r. ship of the "improve<l" LOS 
AN~LES cl&:i3 . the I-:avl• newut e.nd world't bast l\UC\QU· 

powered a.ttack subma.rines. Theae ships are the :nost advanced 
undersea ve1&el1 of their type in the world. Their m:ssion1 include 
\oc&~ing and destroying surfe.ce ships 11.nd submarines, reconnais· 
•&.nee, mine planting, and opentions with special wufare tlements. 

Th is 360 foot, 6900 ton ~hip is well equipped to iccoir.plish these 
tuk3. Faster thar. her predecessors and equipped with the highly 
a.cc11rate AN;BSY-1 so:w.r and wu;ion controi syHerns, the ship can 
be a.rm•d with sophisticated Mark 48 and ADCAP torpedoes u wall 
u HARPOON anti·ahip ml11iles. TOPEKA e:i.n also launch multi-
pu rpose TOMAHAWK cruiu mi~iltt from verti~a.l tubes loe1ttd in 
the bow or from her torpedo tu bee. Other significa.ni improvements 
include: rull under-ice operational capa.bility. improved ship QUiAting, 
on bo&rd over·the·horizon targetini capabillty, two towed sonar 
ura.yi, and retrie!ible bow planes. 

STATISTICAL DATA 
EVENT DATE 
KEEL LAID 13MiY1986 

INITIAL MANNING 12 December 1986 

LAUNCHED 23 January 1988 

COMMISSIONED 
SPONSOR Honorable 

Elizabeth Hanford Dole 

DISPLACEMENT Sur!wid 6127 Tons 
Submerged 6904 Tons 

LENGTH 862 Feet 

HULL DIAMETER 38 Feet 

MAXIMUM DEPTH In excess of 400 Fett 

MAXIMUM SPEED In excesa of 20 Knot! 
(1 N&utica.l mile :1.14 
statute mllu) 

ARMAMENT Four 21 inch tcrpedo tubes 
(wrpedoes. missiles) 

Twelve Vertical Launch 
Missile °f'Jbes (missile!) 

COMPLEMENT Officer~ 14 
Chief Petty Officers 17 
E-6 tnd Below 103 

Tot&\ 134 
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~Hli~arr Units have historically employed embierns a.a a 
:ne&ns of ora-anizationa.\ identification. Detiined durin8' the new 
construction period, the chosen insignia becomes an !nterral 
part of the ship's ongoing his~ry . Closely associated wiin the 
crew and its reputation, the emblem is proudly displayed on e. 
wide variety of official documents and memorabilia. 

t:SS TOPEKA (SSN 754i h&s delec~d the emblem illus· 
trit&d on the !ront cover as ita otlicial INSIGNIA. Symbollsm 
cho&en !or the crut includes: 
The CapiW Bu!ldinr Dome is the predomlntnt landmirk in 
Topek&, the center of Kinau s!.ite rovernment and a loct.I 
symbol o! democmy. The Red Tailed Hawk is commonly found 
around Topeka and represents the spirit of freedom which 
confron!.$d the citf s founding father~ durl ng etrly settlini and 
the Civil War. The hawk is a ~ilent, swift and fierce huntu as 
is USS TOPEKA (SSN 754). The arrows represent & tribute to 
the Caw Indians who originally inn&biud the ue&. They also 
illustrate Toptka's willinVlm to use force when necusary to 
defend herself, 11 the heartland" and the nation in times ol war 
or peace. The wheat stalks are symbolic of the region's strong 
agricultural b&se, and combined with the arrows, repment the 
fact that the Caw Indians were b&!ically hunters and farmers. 
The five stars repment the City's found[ng fathers, similar to 
those depicted on the cen~r bar.cl ~f the olticial city crest. The 
iUbmarine is of the improved 688 design and depicts the two 
mo1t prorr.i11P.11t viiiblt !~atum w~.ich set it a.part !rem :na.ny 
of her predecesaors, verticil launcr. :r. :ss ile tu be hatches and bow 

· planes. The nuclur symbol r~presents the ship's ni,;.clear 
propulsion cap&bll!ty wii.h the three orbiting' eltctrona symbolic 
of SSN 754 being the third tJ nited States Ship to proudly bear 
the n&me TOPEKA. '!'he green and rold come from the 
predominent color1 o! the city Dag i!'lci c:-est while the liiht 
blue is the natural background color for the med: a in which the 
hawk a~d submarine exist. 
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THE CITY OF TOPEKA 
Indian agricultural commu· 

:iity. A primar;· r:ver crossing poir.t 
for settler$ headed west on the 
Oreion Trail. A major railroad 
center. 

Topeka, the capital of Kansu, 
has played an o! these roles, thanks 
to the pioneer i~~g spirit or its res!· 
dents and its strateiic location on 
tile banks of the Kansas River. 

They were ~olea th&t p&vtd the 
way for the Topeka of today - a 

thriving retail , !inancil; 11.nd indu1trial centQr of 121,000 peopk 

Sev~ral Fortune ~00 companiee call Topeka !'lome and aome 13 

insurance compan ies are headquartered there. 
It al10 ranka high ln medic&! servicu. The Mennina-er 

Foundation, world-renowned center for psychiatric treatment, 
education and research ls there aloni' with six hospi!Als that include 

thr~ medical centers. 
And Topeka has more than a paasing acquaintance with the 

milit.lry. The former Forbes Air Force Ba&e serves as headquarters 
for the 190th Kansas Alr National Gua.rd Re!uelini Squ&dron and 
u a Strategic Air Command refoeling stop. 

However, as in most capital cities, the business of a"Overnment 
occupies the iarr~t number o! those in the workforce. 

Tod1ls Topek&, in fact, would probably aswund the nine men who 
met on December S, 1854 on the banks of the Kan&as River to draw 

up an aireement which later became the basis {or the Topeka 

Auociation. That organization was mainly responsible for the 
eatablishment and earl~· growth of the city. And wher. Kansu became 

the 34th state seven years la~r . Topeka (an Indian word meaning "A 
good pla.ct to dig potat.oe&j was cholen a3 the upital. 

It's & capil.ll tha.t h" made education a hallmark over the years. 

The city hL> on~ ol the few remlininir m11nicipal unlversitiu in the 

country - Wa.shburn University, which, in addition tD undergrad· 
ua~ and i'raduate p:ograms, offm a law school as well. In addition, 
the Kaw Area Vocational Technical School, two nursing schools and 
other tr&lning schools provide opportunities {or those seeking specific 

1kil~. 
Cultural activities abound in Topeka. The Topeka Symphony 

Orchel!trc;. and the City's Community Cer.ter Association sponsor 

concerts from October through Aµri i. The Topeka Fine Arts Society 

present! programs of chamber music and a Jazz Work!hop provides 

concerts for jazz buffs. Topekans enjoy the internatior,iHy recog-niud 
Topeh Civic Theatre, the Washburn Univmity Players and the 

Showcue Dinner Theatre. 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
WASHINGTON . DC 20350-1000 

7 /\u gust EJ8~ 

/ 

i 
The Honorable Robert Dole 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

[ t ' ' 

Dear Senator Dole: 

The fast attack submarine TOPEKA (SSN 754) 
is scheduled to be commissioned ~n a date yet to 
be determined during October 1989 at Electric Boat 
Division in Groton, Connecticut. As you know, 
your lovely wife is the ship's sponsor. <)\· 

It is my pleasure to invite you to serve as 
the principal speaker at the commissioning ceremony. 
It should be a memorable occasion, and your 
participation would certainly make the event more 
special for all those associated with it. 

. r . 1( .r <. l : f .1;.. ·r ) .t. , ~'_Jr 
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TIME: 

COMMISSIONING OF TOPEKA 
NEW LONDON, CONNECTICUT 
SATURD~Y 21 OCTOBER 1989 

9:30 - 12:45 REMARXS: 5 MINUTES 

ATTENDANCE: l,000 

ATTIRE: Business 

LOCATION: 

INTRODUCTION: 

FACILITY: 

PRESS: 

PLATFORM: 

CONTACT: 

FORMAT: 

us Sub Base 
Groton, CT 

TEL: 203/449-4343 

Carpeted platform built on top of Topeka itself with free standing podium and mike 

OPEN 

Kenneth Lombart TEL: 203/449-4343 

9:30 Secretary arrives 
9:30 - 11:00 Briefing for platform 

11:00 
11:05 
11:10 
11:15 
11:20 
11:30 

11:35 
11:40 
11:55 
12:00 

photo opportunity 
Ceremony begins 
Invocation 
Welcome 
Remarks from ship builder 
Remarks from Mayor of Topeka 
Actual Commissioning with control of ship 
being turned over to Commander 
Rsmarks from Secretary a_ "(~...J( () Key note speaker - ~:ru ( u ~x__ 
Benediction 
Ceremony concludes 
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TO: 

rn.OM: 

OC:TCmER 1 0, 1 ~)Hfl 

SENATOR DOLE 

CO\ilISSIONING OF 11-iE TOPEKA - SA'11JRDJ\Y, OC'J'Olll:I~ 2J 

Mayor Felker and his wife, Paula, will be attending the 
commissioning of the Topeka as well as 50 other people from 
Topeka,KS. They are compiling the attendance list now and 
will have it completed by the end o[ the week. They are 
unsure whether Senator Kassebaum will attend but have confirmed 
that Congressman Slattery will be there. Also, there will be 
4 news media from Topeka,KS to cover the event . They would 
still like for you to be the keynote speaker and have scheduled 
your rema1!<:s for 11:40am. Attached is a copy of Mrs. Dole's 
schedule. She will go up Friday afternoon and attend the 
reception and dinner that evening. Saturday she will attend the 
conunissioning and the reception following. She will depart 
for Washington,OC at 1:15pm on a Navy Aircraft. During the 
corrrrnissioning ceremony she is to make brie[ remarks at ll:35am . 
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liberty when they signed the Declaration of Independence. And in 

the struggle that followed, nine were kil l ed in action, five died 

as prisoners of war, twelve had their homes burned, several lost 

sons, one man's wife died in prison and seventeen, including 

Thomas Jefferson, went broke. 

The legacy of these men was engraved for the ages by Tom 

Paine: "Those who expeot to reap the blessings or freedom 

must ••• undergo the !a.tique or supporting it." 

This is the legacy carried forward by the USS Topeka. This 

is the mission on which you set to sea today. 

As you undart~ke this mission, it is important to 

acknowledge those here who sacrifice more than most for the 

Topeka's contribution to our national security. You endure long 

separations without communication, and you do it with a great 

deal or grace and humor. I salute each of you--the wives, 

children, parents, loved ones, and friends of those who serve on 

the Topeka. You are all heroes in my book. 

Commander, as is the tradition, it is my privilege to 

present this Bible to you and the crew of the Topeka. In doing 

so, I would call your attention to the 107th Psalm: "They that 

do business in great waters: These see th• works of the Lord, 

and the wonders in the deep. 11 

I hereby place the USS Topeka in commission. God bless and 

God ~peed to those who serve aboard her. 
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