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1 APPRECIATE THE INVITATION TO SPEAK TO THIS 

OUTSTANDING AUDIENCE. I'll TRY TO BE BRIEF 

BECAUSE AFTER I COMPLETE MY REMARKS, YOU'LL 

ONLY HAVE ABOUT THREE MINUTES TO PUT OUT ALL THE 

'GOOD QUOTES' AND GET OUT THE 'STAT SHEETS'. 

BELIEVE ME, I KNOW YOU HAVE A TOUGH, 

THANKLESS JOB TO DO -- THERE'S THE PRESSURE OF 

DEADLINES, THE ENDLESS TRAVELING AND, OF COUSE, 

THE DAY-TO-DAY CONTACT WITH YOUR FRIENDLY 

HOMETOWN MEDIA. 
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TO MAKE IT EVEN WORSE, MOST OF YOU HAVE 

PROBABLY NEVER HAD THE PLEASURE OF ACTUALLY 

WATCHING AN ENTIRE SPORTING EVENT. 

STILL, THERE ARE PLENTY OF REWARDS. NO DOUBT 

ABOUT IT, COLLEGIATE ATHLETICS HAS A VERY SPECIAL 

PLACE IN AMERICAN HEARTS. AND YOU HAVE HELPED 

MAKE ITTHATWAY--WITHOUTYOUR DEDICATION, AND 

YOUR GOOD OLD FASHIONED HARD WORK, SPORTS 

FANS 
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WOULD NEVER GET THE FULL SCOOP, THE INSIDE STORY 

AND ALL THOSE OTHER STATISTICAL GOODIES YOU 

SEND OUR WAY. 

SO LET ME TIP MY HAT TO YOU -- AND ALSO 

FORGIVE ME AS I PLAY 'SPORTS INFORMATION 

DIRECTOR' FOR JUST A MOMENT. AS THE SENIOR 

SENATOR FROM KANSAS, I AM TREMENDOUSLY PROUD 

OF THE NATIONAL COLLEGIATE CHAMPIONS FROM OUR 

STATE. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 7 of 17



------------------- - - - - -

-5-

A FEW WEEKS AGO, I HAD THE HONOR OF HOSTING 

ON CAPITOL HILL THE 1989 NCAA WORLD SERIES 

CHAMPS -- THE WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY SHOCKERS. 

TWO YEARS AGO, IT WAS THE NCAA BASKETBALL 

CHAMPS -- THE KANSAS JAYHAWKS -- WITH A BIG 

CELEBRATION. WE'VE ALSO BEEN THRILLED BY THREE 

N.A.l.A. BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS -- WASHBURN 

UNIVERSITY AND FORT HAYS STATE -- AND ONE JUNIOR 

COLLEGE BASKETBALL CHAMP -- HUTCHINSON JUCO --

DURING THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS ---- NOT TOO BAD! 
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VALU E OF SPORTS 

o WE HEAR TOO MUCH LATELY ABOUT THE 

PROBLEMS IN SPORTS. YES, THERE ARE PROBLEMS --

DRUGS, CHEATING, PHONY DEGREES, SLUSH FUNDS 

AND ALL THE REST. 

o BUT THERE IS MORE THAN ENOUGH GOOD NEWS 

TO OVERWHELM THE BAD -- EXCEPT YOU NEVER SEE THE 

GOOD NEWS ON THE EVENING NEWS OR ON THE FRONT 

PAGE. 
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o LOOKING AT THIS AUDIENCE, I CAN SEE THE TRUE 

PICTURE: A THRIVING PROFESSION -- WIDE OPEN TO MEN 

AND WOMEN, WHITE AND BLACK AND BROWN, AND TO 

PERSONS OF EVERY ETHNIC ORIGIN. THAT'S THE BEAUTY 

OF SPORTS ... AND THE GENIUS OF AMERICA. 

o I KNOW SOMETHING ABOUT THE VALUE OF 

SPORTS. IN A SMALL TOWN ON THE PLAINS OF WESTERN 

KANSAS, I LEARNED FIRSTHAND THE VALUE OF 

COMPETITION AND TEAMWORK WHILE I WORE THE 

BRONCO COLORS OF RUSSELL HIGH SCHOLL. 
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0 SOMEHOW-- l'LL NEVER KNOW HOW-- I LATER 

PLA YEO SOME BASKETBALL AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 

KANSAS. AT A SCHOOL THAT HAS GIVEN US DEAN SMITH, 

ADOLPH RUPP, WILT CHAMBERLAIN AND DANNY 

MANNING, BOB DOLE'S NAME DOESN'T GET MUCH 

BILLING. AND IT SHOULDN'T. 
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BUT I LEARNED A LIFETIME OF WISDOM FROM A 

LEGENDARY COACH NAMED PHOG ALLEN. HE STOOD 

FOR EVERYTHING THAT IS GOOD IN COLLEGIATE 

SPORTS. BASIC AMERICAN VALUES -- LIKE RESPECT FOR 

THE FLAG. 
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o TRAGIC NUMBERS -- COCAINE AVAILABLE IN 2/3'S 

OF OUR SCHOOLS. AVERAGE ENTRY LEVEL AGE FOR 

DRUGS -- 13! TODAY'S MARIJUANA IS USUALLY NINE 

TIMES MORE POTENT THAN A DECADE AGO. AND DRUG 

ABUSE ON A PER CAPITA BASIS IS NOW HIGHEST IN 

COMMUNITIES OF 10-25,000 PERSONS. 

IT'S NOT A WHITE OR BLACK PROBLEM. IT'S NOT A 

SPORTS PROBLEM. IT'S AN AMERICAN PROBLEM. AND 

WE HAVE TO GET TOUGH. 
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