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Cliff Walk winds past The Breakers, the beautiful estate of Cornelius Vanderbilt in Newport. 
Rhode lsland·s scenic Atlantic coast and water sports attract thousands of vacationers each year. 

Rhode Island Ocean State 

Rhode Island is the smallest state in the United 
States. It covers only 1,210 square miles 13, 140 square 
kilometers), and is a little more than half the size of Dela-
ware, the second smallest state. In spite of its size, 
Rhode Island is an important industrial state. It ranks 
high among the states in textile and jewelry production. 
Rhode Island's official nickname is Ocean State. But be-
cause of its size, it has traditionally been called Little 
Rhody. Providence is the capital and largest city of 
Rhode Island. 

Rhode Island lies on beautiful Narragansett Bay, an 
arm of the Atlantic Ocean. The bay makes the state a 
leading vacationland. Thousands of tourists come to 
Rhode Island each summer to enjoy boating, fishing, 
and other water sports. Naval installations along Narra-
gansett Bay include the Newport Naval Underwater Sys-
tems Center and the Naval War College. 

Narragansett Bay almost cuts Rhode Island in two. 
The bay extends 28 miles 145 kilometers) inland from 
southern Rhode Island. The state has 36 islands, most of 
which are in the bay. Aquidneck, the largest island, was 
officially named Rhode Island in 1644. Towns on the 
mainland were called Providence Plantations. As a re-

The contributors of this article are Stanford E Demars, Asso-
ciate Professor and Director of the Department of Geography at 
Rhode Island College; and Michael R. H. Swanson, Professor of 
American Studies at Roger Williams College. 

suit. Rhode Island's official name is State olRhode Is-
land and Providence Plantations. Thus, the smallest state 
has the longest official name. 

About 65 per cent of Rhode Island's people live in the 
Providence metropolitan area. Only California and New 
Jersey have a greater percentage of urban residents. 
About a sixth of Rhode Island's people live in Provi-
dence itself, second to Boston among New England's 
largest cities. 

The people of Rhode Island have played important 
parts in the history and industrial development of the 
United States. Roger Williams, who founded Providence 
in 1636, worked for religious and political freedom. 
Under his leadership, Rhode Islanders gained fame for 
their love of personal liberty. In 1776, Rhode Island be-
came the first of the 13 original colonies to formall y de-
clare independence from Great Britain. But it was the 
last of these colonies to ratify the U.S. Constitution. 
Rhode Island delayed ratification for three years-until 
179G-when the Bill of Rights was ready to be added to 
the Constitution. 

Samuel Slater, an English machinist who settled in 
Rhode Island, helped establish the American textile in-
dustry. In the late 1700s, he built the first cotton spin-
ning mill driven by water power. Nehemiah and Seril 
Dodge, Rhode Island brothers, started the jewelry in-
dustry in America. Rhode Islanders also were prominent 
in the boatbuilding, fishing, shipping, and whaling in-
dustries. 

From The World Book Encyclopedia. 
1988 Edition © 1987 World Book, Inc. 
Reproduced with permission. �A�~�l� rights reserved. 
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Interesting facts about Rhode Island 

The first quonset hut was built in 1941 at the Quonset Point 
Naval Air Station near Davisville. United States troops used the 
huts during World War II for barracks , storage rooms, medical 
facilities , and many other purposes. The quonset hut is a prefab-
ricated sheet metal structure in the shape of a half cylinder with 
the flat side forming the floor. Most huts were built about 50 to 
100 feet 115 to 30 meters) long and 20 to 40 feet (6 to 1 Z meters) 
high. They were designed for easy shipment, assembly, and dis-
assembly. 

· First quonset hut 

The Rhode Island Red is the 
chicken that made the raising 
of poultry a major industry in 
the United States. The breed 
was developed in 1854 on a 
farm in Linle Compton. It be-
came famous for its delicious 
meat and for the outstanding 
quality and quantity of its 
eggs. 

The first free republic in 
the New World was Rhode Is-
land. The Rhode Island Gen-
eral Assembly formally de-
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Rhode Island Reds 

clared the colony's independence from Great Britain on May 4, 
1776. This action was enthusiastically supported by the other 12 
colonies exactly two months later. 

The oldest Jewish synagogue still stanclin<J in the United 
States is located in Newport. I! was built in 17ld. and !he con-
<] r<'<J<llio11 dates hark lo lli38. 

, luhn I llopl 

Historic Bowen's Wharf in 
Newport has restaurants and 
shops in restored buildings 
dating back to the 170!1s. 
Newport was the East Coast's 
busiest port before the Revo-
lutionary War. 

Khode Island 1Jcp.inme111 oi Econmmc Oevelopm~I 

Downtown Providence includes Westminster Mall, a popular open-air shopping and dining 
area. Providence is the capital. largest city, and chief manufacturing center of Rhode Island. 
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Rhode Island in brief 

Symbols of Rhode Island 
On the state flag, adopted in 1897, 13 gold 
stars represent the original 13 colonies. The 
state motto, Hope, appears on a ribbon 
below an anchor, a symbol of hope. The state 
seal, adopted in 1896, has a design similar to 
that of the flag. The date 1636 is the year 
Roger Williams founded Providence, Rhode 
Island's first permanent European settlement 

Rhode Island !brown) ranks as the smallest of all the states. 
It is one of the New England States !yellow). 

General information 
Statehood: May 29, 1790, the 13th state. 
State abbreviations: R.I. ltraditionall RI lpostall. 
State motto: Hope. 
State song: "Rhode Island." Words and music by T. Clarke 

Brown. 

Land and climate 
Area: 1,210 sq. mi. 13, 140 km'), including 158 sq. mi. 1408 

km') of inland water but excluding 14 sq. mi. 136 km') of 
coastal water. 

Elevation: Highest-Jerimoth Hill, 812 ft (247 ml above sea 
level. Lowest-sea level along the Atlantic coast. 

Coastline: 40 mi. 164 kml. 
Record high temperature: 104" F. (40" 0 at Providence 

on Aug. 2, 1975. 
Record low temperature: -23" F. (-31" 0 at Kingston 

on Jan. 11 , 1942. 
Average July temperature: 71" F. 122" 0 . 
Average January temperature: 29" F. 1-2" 0. 
Average yearly precipitation: 44 in. 1112 cml. 

Important dates 

State flag State seal 

The State House is in Providence, the capital since 1900. 
Rhode Island had five capitals from 1663 to 1854. Newport 
and Providence were capitals from 1854 to 1900. 

' .------.., ' , Greatest east-

Highest 
elevation 

Cre.ltest 
north-south 
dlSW>ce 
59ml. . 
lll5km> .. 

' west distance 
40 mi.165 kml 

Lowest 
elevation 
along coast 

Rhode Island prohibited the 
Roger Williams founded Providence. importation of slaves. 

I I 
(~ 1524 

Giovanni da Verrazano, an Italian navigator in service 
of France, sailed into Narragansett Bay. 

c ) 1636 ( ) 1647 ( ) 1774 

An English bharter united the settlements of Provi-
dence, Portsmouth, Newport, and Warwick. 
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State bird 
Rhode Island Red 

People. 
.... .._.... _ -- ~ .. ·~ 

Populadon: 947, 154 (1980 census) 
Rank among the states: 40th 
Density: 781 persons per sq. mi. (30Z 

per km'), U.S. average 67 per sq. mi. 
(Z6 per km') 

Distribution: 87 per cent urban, 13 per 
cent rural 

Largest cities In Rhode Island 
Providence 156,804 
Warwick 87,1Z3 
Cranston 71.9ZZ 
Pawtucket 71.Z04 
East Providence 50,980 
Woonsocket 45,914 

Suun:~: U.S. Bure.tu of the Census. 

Economy 
Chief products 

Agriculture: greenhouse and nursery 
products, milk, potatoes, chickens, 
eggs. 

Manufacturing: jewelry and silver-
ware, fabricated metal products, 
electrical machinery and equipment, 
textiles, primary metals. 

Mining: stone, sand and gravel. 

Government 
State government 
Governor. Z-year term 
State senators: 50; Z-year terms 
State representatives: 100; Z-year terms 
Cities and towns: 39 with local govern-

ments (Rhode Island has no counties) 

Federal government 
United States senators: Z 
United States representatives: Z 
Electoral votes: 4 

State flower 
Violet 
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State tree 
Red maple 

Population trend 
-··-- - ~- -··-- ·- -; -.. ··-· -- . -=-1 

y_. ,..dan' ; 

Mill Ions 
z 

~ 

1.5 
I I I 

Cl5 -
L.---- / 

- --P- -
Sourc@: U.S. RuN!•u of the Census. 

Cross state product 
Value of goods and services pro-
duced in 1985, S 14,389,000,000. 
Setvices include community, 
business, and personal services; 
finance; government; trade; and 
transportation, communication, 
and utilities. Industry includes 
construction, manufacturing, and 
mining. Agriculture includes agri-
culture, fishing, and forestry. 
Sources: U.S. Oe-partmenl uf Agnculture and U.S. 
~rtment of CutnnlttCe. 

"All figurH .. '°"'"' flgum 1985 968,000 • 
=optl98S.whkhlunesUmore. 1980 947,154 

1970 949, 723 I 

1960 859.438 
1950 791 ,896 
1940 713,346 
1930 687.497 
1920 604.397 
1910 542.610 
1900 4ZH.556 
1890 J45.S06 
1880 276,531 
IH70 217,353 
1860 174.620 

,,,/" v-
~ 

1850 147,545 
1840 108.830 
1830 97,199 
1820 83.059 
1810 76,931 
1800 69.122 
1790 68.825 

I 
Services 68% 

Sources of information 
Tourism: Department of Economic Development, Tour-

ism Division, 7 Jackson Walkway, Providence, RI OZ903 
Economy: Department of Economic Development, 7 Jack-

son Walkway, Providence, RI OZ903 
Government Office of the Secretary of State, Room Zl 7, 

State House, Providence, RI OZ903 
History: Office of the Secretary of State, Room Zl 7, State 

House, Providence, RI OZ903 

The Dorr Rebellion helped bring about 
a more liberal state constitution. 

The state legislature approved a per-
sonal income tax for the first time. 

I 
( 2:: 1790 ( 5 1842 

I 
(:) 1969 ( ) 1971 
I 

Newport Bridge over Narragansett Bay was 
completed, linking Newport and Jamestown. 
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304 Rhode Island People 
Population. The 1980 United States census reported 

that Rhode Island had 947, 154 people. The state's popu-
lation had decreased less than 1 per cent from the 1970 
census figure, 949,723. The U.S. Bureau of the Census es-
timated that by 1985 the state's population had reached 
about 968,000. 

Rhode Island has only eight cities. The other 31 com-
munities in the state are called towns. The cities, in 
order of size, are Providence, Warwick, Cranston, Paw-
tucket, East Providence, Woonsocket, Newport, and 
Central Falls. See the separate articles on Rhode Island 
cities listed in the Related Articles at the end of this arti-
cle. 

About a sixth of Rhode Island's people live in Provi-
dence. About 65 per cent of the people live in the Provi-
dence metropolitan area !see Metropolitan areal. For 
the populations of metropolitan areas that lie either en-
tirely or partly in the state, see the map index of Rhode 
Island. 

About 90 per cent of Rhode Island's people were 
born in the United States. They include descendants of 
settlers from Canada and many European countries. 

Schools. In colonial times, many Rhode Island minis-
ters established schools to teach boys. Girls and very 
young boys attended dame schools, which were taught 
by women. In 1640, the people of Newport founded a 
free school to educate poor children. 

Rhode Island's first statewide law establishing public 
schools was passed in 1800. The law was discontinued 
in 1803, but was adopted again in 1828. Also in 1828, the 
Rhode Island legislature set up the state's first perma-
nent public school fund. 

A commissioner of education and a 9-member board 
of regents direct Rhode Island's public elementary and 
secondary education system. The governor. appoints the 
board members to three-year terms, subject to the ap-
proval of the state Senate. The regents appoint the com-
missioner. School committees and superintendents 
head the local school districts. 

Rhode Island children must attend school from age 7 

Population density 
Eastern Rhode Island is far more heavily populated than the 
west. About two-thirds of the state's people live in the Provi-
dence metropolitan area, in the east. 

Persons per 
sq . mt . km 2 ....... ··-rn ·-· ... ~ 500 lo 1,000 ' · 200 lo 400 

100 to 500 1 40 to 200 
Leu than l 00 Leu than 40 

\VOW:l IJ KOOK 11!.IJt h.1~1·d 1111 l l \ H11l'l'.t11ui1111' C1•fl\I" d.11o1.. 

through 15. For the number of students and teachers in 
Rhode Island, see Education ltablel. 

Libraries. Thomas Bray, an English minister, founded 
Rhode Island's first library in Newport in 1700. The Red-
wood Library and Athenaeum was established in New-
port in 1747. It is the oldest operating library in Rhode 
Island. 

Today, Rhode Island has about 50 public libraries, 
about 20 university and college libraries, and about 40 
special libraries. The Providence Public Library has 
seven branches. The library's collections include the 
George W. Potter and Alfred M . Williams Memorial on 
Irish Culture and the Harris Collection on the Civil War 
and Slavery. 

The libraries of Brown University house over a mil-

Khudt' hl,md IJ1•vo1rt11wn1ol1t11111111u1. Urv1·lop11w111 

A crowded ferry takes pas-
sengers to Block Island, a 
popular Rhode Island resort 
and recreation area. The is-
land lies 10 miles (16 kilome-
tersl off the mainland. 
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lion volumes. The John Hay Library of the university has 
one of the world"s most complete collections of writings 
by and about Abraham Lincoln. The John Hay Library 
also includes the famous Harris Collection of Am e rican 
Poetry and Plays. 

The Rhode lslar~d State Library in Providence owns a 
special law collection for use by government officials 
and the public. Other special libraries in the state in-
clude those of the Newport Historical Society and the 
Rhode Island Historical Society in Providence. 

In 1964, Rhode Island established a Department of 
State Library Services. This department administers state 
and federal funds for libraries in Rhode Island. 

Museums. The Museum of Art at the Rhode Island 
School of Design in Providence displays water colors 
and oils by many famous artists. The Roger Williams 
Park Museum, also in Providence, has science displays, 
exhibits of animals and plants, and a planetarium. It also 
owns a large collection of Indian relics. The South 
County Museum near Wickford displays tools used by 
American colonists. Other museums in the state include 
the Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology in Bristol, the 
Museum of Primitive Cultures in Peace Dale, the Betsey 
Williams Cottage in Providence, and the Westerly Mu-
seum and Art Gallery. 

Universities and colleges 
Rhode Island has eight universities and colleges accredited by 
the New England Association of Schools and Colleges. Locations 
shown below refer to the schools" mailing addresses, and some 
schools may lie outside the listed community. For enrollments 
and further information, see Universities and colleges !table). 
Name location 
Brown University 
Bryant College 
Providence College 
Rhode Island, University of 
Rhode Island College • 
Rhode Island School of Design 
Roger Williams College 
Salve Regina. The Newport College 

Providence 
Smithfield 
Providence 

Providence 
Providence 

Newport 

•For c1impuses 1ind founding dates, see Univenitiet ~ colleges (tablel. 

lulm I llupr 
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Tennis Is a tradition at the 
Newport Casino, the site of 
the United States Tennis 
Championships from 1881 to 
1915. Lawn tennis in America 
began at the Casino, which 
now houses the International 
Tennis Hall of Fame. 

·-·-. '\ 

limOaniels 

Brown University in Providence is one of the oldest colleges 
in the United States. It was chartered in 1764. Sayles Hall, above, 
stands in the center of the campus. 
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Rhode Island map index 
Metropolitan areas 
Fall River ............. 157,ZZZ 

1140,611 in Mass.; 
16,611 in R.U 

New London-
Norwk:h . . . . . .. . . . .. lS0.839 
(225.853 in Conn.; 
24.986in R.LI 

l'awtucket-
Woonsocket:· 
Anteboro ............ 307.403 
1211.153 in R.L; 
89,250 In Mou.I 

Prooklence . . . . . . . . . .. 613.514 

Counties 
Brislol ........... 46.942..D 
K- .... 154.163. .E 
~···· ... 81.383 .. F 
Providence .... 521 • .349 .. C 
Washington . . .93.317 .. G 

Cities and towns 
Adamsville .............. F 
Albion ............... A 
Allenlon ............. .F 
Alton .................... H 
Anchonige, The' ... G 
Anthony ............... E 
Arcadia ... F 
Arctic ... . .... E 
Arkwrinht . . . . . ........ D 
Arnold Mills A 
Ashaway 1,747 .H 
Ashton . 8 
Austin .... . ... .F 
Avondale ............... .I 

::t~U::" .... !~ ·. '. ~~~? 

:r~k~~a~ :: · · · · :~ ~ 
Bradlonl . . . . . · · · : i j54 .H z 
Bridgeton . . . ......... A Z 
Bristol . . . . . . . . zo.1 zs•e 1 
Bristol Ferry . . . ......... E 7 
Burdickville . . . . ......... H 2 
Burrillville" ..... 13,16UA 3 
Cononchel .. . . . ..... . .... G Z· 
Con>lina .. . ..... . ......... H 3 
CenleMlle . . . .... ..... ... G Z 
Cennl F•ll• .... . 16.995. .B 6 a..ne- ..... . 4.SOO.H 3 

~.: : :::: : : ::: ::: g ~ 
Co¥enlry' . ... .. . Z7,0656E 5 

&':::;:~. :7i:99d ~ 
c..mt>eNnd" ... . Z7,!1;96A 5 
Cu-

Hffl ...... . . .. . .. 5.4ZI .A 
DilYisville . . . . . . .F 
Dlomond Hiii . ........... A 
Dunn Comer ... . . . ...... I 
Ea.sl 

Greenwich . . 10.Z11AE 
East 

Providence ... . 50.980. .C 
Esmond ............... B 
Exeler . . . . . ...... .4,45JAF 
Fiskeville . . . . . .0 
Forestdale ......... .A 
Fosler' ... .1,J70A.C 
Fosler Center . . .. C 
Galilee ........ .l 

g~~J!i:i~I-~ :. . . : : : : : : : !~ 
Gloces1er' . . . .... 7 . s~o&R 
Grants Mills . . ..... A 
Green Hill .. .I 
Greene .. . ... E 

Greenville ........ 7,576 . . 8 
Hamilton . . ...... F 
Harmony . ..8 
Harris ...... . ......... 0 
Haf'Tisville . . . . . . 1.224 .. A 
Haversham .. . ....... .I 
Homestead .. F 
Hope ......... 0 
Hope Valley .. 1,414 .. G 
Hopkins Hollow ....... . . . E 
Hojlkinlon ........ 6.406AH 

~~~ :::::::::f 
lslond l'orll ....... ... ..... F 
~ ... .... ..... ...... o 
~ •• • .•. . .• Z.156 
... . .. ....... . .. 14.~ .. G 

............. ....... . ....... .! 
)ohnston" Z4,907AC 
Kenyon . . ................ H 
Kingston ......... 5.479 . . G 
lai.yelte ................. F 
Liberty .. . .. . ........ G 
Limerock . ..8 
Lincoln' ......... 16.949A8 
Little Compton .... J.065.AG 
Lonsdale . . .. 8 
Manville ..... ..A 
Mapleville . .A 
Matunuck ................ I 
Melville" ... Z..788 .. F 
Middletown . 17.z16A G 
Misquamit:ut .I 
Mohegan ............... A 
Mooresiield . . . . . . .G 
MooSUI' Vdlley . . .U 
Moscow ...... . ... .. G 
Narragansett• 1 Z.088.AH 
Narrag.an· 

sen t"lf!r . . . ... J.l4Z. .H 
N.asonville ....... A 

New Shoreham' ... GZO.AK 
Newport ........ ?9,?59 .. G 
Newport East ... 11 ,030. .G 
Nooseneck .... . ... E 
North Foster .. C 
Nonh 
~ngslown" Z1 .938AF 

Providence Z9.1884C 
Nonh Sciluole .......... . C -Smithfield' ...... 9.97ZAA 
North Trwrton . .......... E 
Ook Valley .........•••.. .A 
Oaldond ...• .. . .... . .. .. . .A 

~·::::: :7~~: ~ 
Peace o.te. see 

Willleftetd 
H'HceDalel 
~le . .. .... H 
Point ludith .............. I 
Portsmouth ..... 14.?57.AF 
Potter Hill .. . .. H 
Potterville . . ...... 0 
Primrose .... . .... A 
Providence .... 156.804 .C 
Prudence Park .F 
Quidnick ... . ..... E 
Quinmille ........... ..8 
Quonochontaug ... .I 
Rice City .. IJ 
Richmond" .. A.U l B.AM 
Rockville c..; 
Sakonnet ... G 
Saum.Jerstown C 

~~ri~:~!I~ .:. . .. H.405A~ 
Shannock .. . ........... H 
Simmonsville C 
Slatenville . . ... A 
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Slocum . . . . . .. G 
Smithfield" ..... 16.88648 
South foster ...... C 
South 

Kingstown' ... Z0.414.AH 
South Portsmouth ... F 
Spragueville . . .. 8 
Summit ................. E 
T.nutn .................• .A 
Thomton ........... . . . ... c 
rownon ...... ..... 7.653 

. .•..... . ...... ll 3.SZ6AI •. E 
Tlwerton Four Comers ... F 
Tuckenown . ............. H 
Union Vll"'9e ........... .A 

~~.iit: :: ::: iii89d 
Wakefield l·PNce 

Daiei ............ 6.474 .. H 
Wan-en .. 1 0.64040 
Warwick ... 87,IZJ .. E 
WatchHill ... . .. I 
Weekapaug . . .. I 
West B.inington . . ... 0 
West Glocester . . . .B 
West Greenville ......... B 
West 

Greenwich" .... Z.7384E 
West Greenwich 

Center ............... E 
West Kingston . . . .. G 
West 

Warwick .. 
Weste rly . 

27,0.!lj • U 4 
, .. . mi 

! IK,5HO• t I 
While Rock . H 
Wickford ................ F 
Wickford Junction ..... F 
Wood River Junction ..... H 
Woonsocket .... A5.914 .. A 
Wyoming ... G 

' Drn·.,, uul ap\H'<tr 1111 llldp; l..1•y ~hows !Wfleral ltH'.Jlmn. 
•1:n1m· h1w11 Uow11,l11pJ. 11•dulli1111 rural .1rna . 

Sourre: 19HO census. Places without population fi!lures are unincorporated areas. 

. ~ .. ~ .... 
.:;, . ..;.::. • ; ,-

The Newport Bridge, New England's longest suspension bridge, opened in 1969. It replaced the 
Jamestown ferry, providing a more direct route between Newport and western Rhode Island. 
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308 Rhode Island Visitor's guide 
Thousands of vacationers visit the coastal resorts of 

Rhode Island each year. The resorts in the state offer 
swimming, boating, fishing, and beautiful scenery. 
Rhode Island's leading resort centers include Block Is-
land, Narragansett Pier, Newport, and Watch Hill. Tour-
ists also can visit the many historic sites, colonial build-

A yacht race off the coast of Newport 

Places to visit 

Following are brief descriptions of some of Rhode Island's 
most interesting places to visit. 
Cliff Walk, in Newport, is a 3-mile 15-kilometerl path through 

scenes of contrasting beauty. On one side of the walk is the 
rocky Atlantic coast. On the other side are many mansions. 
The most famous one is The Breakers, a 70-room house built 
for Cornelius Vanderbilt in 1895. A nearby mansion called 
Marble House is one of the most ornate buildings in the 
United States. It was built for William K. Vanderbilt in 1892. 

Colonial buildings rank among Rhode Island's most interesting 
landmarks. They include the Gilbert Stuart Birthplace, built in 
North Kingstown in 1751, and the General Nathanael Greene 
Homestead, built in Coventry in 1770. Stuart was the foremost 
painter of portraits of George Washington. Greene was one of 
the greatest patriot leaders of the Revolutionary War. Other 
Rhode Island colonial buildings, with the location and original 
completion date of each, include White Horse Tavern (New-
port, 16731; Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House (Newport, 16751; 
Smith's Castle (near Wickford, 1678); Clemence Irons House 
(Johnston, 1680I; Eleazer Arnold House (Lincoln, 16871; Old 
Colony House !Newport, 1739); Stephen Hopkins House (Prov-
idence, about 17431; Hunter House !Newport, 17481; Armory of 
the Kentish Guards (East Greenwich, 17741; John Brown House 
(Providence, 1786); and Old Windmill !Jamestown, 17871. 

ings, and old churches in the state. 
Many of Rhode Island's most popular annual events 

include boat races, fishing contests, and tennis tourna-
ments. The annual Newport Music Festival is held in late 
July and early August. It features Metropolitan Opera 
stars. 

Houses of worship also rank among Rhode Island's points of 
interest. Old Narragansett Church (17071 in North Kingstown is 
the oldest Episcopal church in the northern United States. 
Touro Synagogue (17631 in Newport is the oldest existing syn-
agogue in the United States. Other churches include Trinity 
Church Ian Episcopal church in Newport, 1726); First Baptist 
Meeting House !Providence, 17751; Beneficent Congregational 
Church !Providence, 18101; Cathedral of St John (an Episcopal 
church in Providence, 181 OI; First Unitarian Church I Provi-
dence, 18161; and Cathedral of Saints Peter and Pau/(a Roman 
Catholic church in Providence, 18861. 

Old Stone Mill, in Newport, is a roofless stone tower. No rec-
ord of its construction exists, and archaeologists have failed 
to determine its origin. Local historians believe Vikings built 
the tower about A.O. 1000. 

Slater Mill Historic Site, in Pawtucket, includes one of the first 
successful textile mills in North America. This mill was built in 
1793 by Samuel Slater, the founder of the American textile in-
dustry. The mill, now a museum, has been called the Cradle of 
American Industry. 

State parks. Rhode Island has 20 state parks. For information 
on these parks and other Rhode Island attractions, write to 
Tourist Promotion Division, 7 Jackson Walkway, Providence, 
RI 02903. 
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Annual events 

January-March 
New Year's Day Swim in Newport l)anuaryl; St. Patrick's Day 
Parade in West Warwick !Marchi. 

April-June 
Rhode Island Heritage Month, statewide IMayl; May Day 
Breakfasts, statewide (Mayl; Festival of Historic Houses in 
Providence IMay·Junel; Newport-Bermuda and Newport-An· 
napolis Yacht Races, Newport (alternate years. June). 

July-September 
South County Heritage Festival in Wakefield (July); Wickford 
Art Festival in Wickford IJulyl; Narraganset Indian Tribe Au· 
gust Pow-Wow in Charlestown; Professional Tennis Touma· 
ments in Newport I July-August); Rhode Island Tuna Tourna-
ment, Galilee !September). 

October-December 
Annual North Smithfield Heritage Fair IOctoberl; Oliver H. 
Perry Day Celebration in Newport !November); Ocean State 
Marathon in Newport (November); Christmas Celebration in 
Newport !December). 

Mohegan Bluffs 
on Block Island 

ll:ichard Cheek, The Preservation Society of Newpon County 

Richard Oieek. The Preservation Society of Newport County 

Cold Room In the Marble House In Newport Slater Mill In Pawtucket 
Rhode Island Department of Economic De-.-elopnient 
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310 Rhode Island Land and climate 
Land regions. Rhode Island has two main land re-

gions. These regions are, from east to west, (1 l the 
Coastal Lowlands, and (2) the Eastern New England Up-
land. 

The Coastal Lowlands cover more than half the 
. Rhode Island mainland, the islands in Narragansett Bay, 

and the land east of the bay. The Coastal Lowlands are 
part of a larger land region of the same name that cov-
ers the entire New England coast. 

Many sandy beaches and plains line the shores of 
Rhode Island's lowlands. The shore west of Point Judith 
has sandy beaches, lagoons, and salt ponds. Rocky cliffs 
are found on the islands and the shore along the bay. In-
land, the land rises to form higher elevations. East of 
Narragansett Bay, the slopes are low, round, and have 
few trees. West of the bay, the slopes are rugged and 
forested. 

The Eastern New England Upland covers the north-
western third of Rhode Island. The entire Eastern New 
England Upland extends from Maine to Connecticut 
The portion in Rhode Island is often called the Western 
Rocky Upland It has sloping hills and a higher elevation 
than the Coastal Lowlands. The land of the Western 
Rocky Upland rises from about ZOO feet (60 meters) 
above sea level in the east to over 800 feet (240 meters) 
in the northwest 

Lakes, reservoirs, and ponds nestle among the re-

Rhode 1st.Pd Oeputment of Economic Oevefopmenc 

A farm In Uncoln is part of the Coastal Lowlands region that 
stretches along the entire New England coast The lowlands of 
Rhode Island include many plains and sandy beaches. 

Map index 

gion's many hills. These hills include 812-foot (247-meter) 
Jerimoth Hill, the state's highest point The state has no 
mountains. 

Islands. Rhode Island includes 36 islands. They range 
in size from Aquidneck Island (officially named Rhode 
Island) with an area of 45 square miles 1117 square kilo-
meters), to Despair, a clump of rocks in Narragansett 
Bay. Block Island (officially New Shoreham) covers about 
11 square miles (28 square kilometers). It lies in the At-
lantic, about 10 miles (16 kilometers) south olthe Rhode 
Island mainland. Bridges and ferry service connect the 
largest islands and the mainland. 

Coasdlne. Rhode Island has a 40-mile (64 kilometer) 
general coastline. If the tidal shoreline of the state's bays 
and islands were included, the coastline would measure 
384 miles (618 kilometers). The largest bay, Narragansett 
Bay, extends 28 miles (45 kilometers) inland. The many 
arms of Narragansett Bay include Greenwich and Mount 
Hope bays. 

Rivers and lakes. Three of Rhode Island's chief 
rivers-Providence, Sakonnet, and Seekonk-are really 
saltwater arms of Narragansett Bay. Several freshwater 
rivers flow into the bay. These include the Pawtuxet, Pet-
taquamscutt, Potowomut, and Woonasquatucket One 
river, the Blackstone, becomes the Pawtucket and then 
the Seekonk before flowing into the bay. The Pawcatuck 
River flows through southwestern Rhode Island and 
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31 Z Rhode Island 

forms part of the Rhode Island-Connecticut border. 
Other important rivers include the Chepachet, Ponagan-
set, and Wood. 

Most of the state's inland rivers are small but swift 
Many of the rivers have waterfalls. Water was once the 
major source of power for Rhode Island's mills and fac-
tories. 

Many lakes, ponds, and reservoirs dot the Rhode Is-
land countryside. Scituate Reservoir, the largest inland 
body of water in the state, supplies water for Providence 
and nearby communities. Other large bodies of water in 
Rhode Island include Watchaug Pond and Worden 
Pond. 

Plant and animal IHe. Forests cover about three-
fifths of Rhode Island. The state's trees include ashes, 
birches, cedars, elms, hickories, maples, oaks, pines, 
poplars, and willows. Pin and post oaks are found near 
the north shore of Wickford harbor. Paper birches, also 
called canoe birches, thrive in the northern part of the 
state. 

Asters and cattails bloom in the marshlands of 
Charlestown and South Kingstown. Scarlet pimpernels 
grow on the cliffs of Newport Red deer grass, white dai-
sies, and wild carrots are found in meadows. Dog-
woods, mountain laurels, rhododendrons, trilliums, and 
violets grow in the woodlands. A variety of freshwater 
and saltwater seaweeds grow in the waters of Rhode Is· 
land. 

Wild animals in Rhode Island include deer, foxes, 
minks, muskrats, otters, rabbits, raccoons, and squirrels. 
Barred owls, blue jays, catbirds, flickers, robins, ruffed 
grouse, and screech owls live in the woodlands. Gulls, 
loons, ospreys, terns, and other shore birds make their 
homes along the coast Game birds found in Rhode Is-
land include partridges, pheasants, quails, wild ducks, 
and woodcocks. 

Freshwater fish in the state's waters include bass, 

eels, perch, pickerel, and trout Saltwater fish include 
bluefish, butterfish, flounder, mackerel. menhaden, sea 
bass, striped bass, swordfish, and tuna. 

Oimate. Warming winds from Narragansett Bay help 
give Rhode Island a mild climate. January temperatures 
average 29" F. (-z· 0, and July temperatures average 
71" F. (22" 0 . The state's highest temperature, 104• F. 
(40" 0, was recorded at Providence on Aug. Z, 1975. The 
lowest temperature, -23" F. (-31" 0 , was recorded at 
Kingston on Jan. 11, 1942. 

Yearly precipitation (rain, melted snow, and other 
fonns of moisture) in Rhode Island averages about 44 
inches (11 Z centimeters). Snowfall averages about 31 
inches (79 centimeters) a year. The state has a growing 
season of about ZOO days. Hurricanes and tidal waves 
sometimes lash the Rhode Island coast The most de-
structive hurricanes in the state occurred in 1815, 1938, 
1944, and 1954. 

Average monthly weather 

Block Island Providence 

Temperatures Temperatures 
F. c · F. c· 

High low High low High :ow High low 

Jan. 38 26 3 -3 )an. .l7 ~I 3 -6 

Feb. 37 15 3 -4 Feb. 17 20 3 -7 
Mar. lJ .l l 6 -1 Mar. -l5 ?9 7 -2 

Apr. 51 39 II 4 Apr. 55 J7 13 3 

May 61 48 16 9 May 'i6 47 19 8 

June 69 57 21 14 June i5 j6 24 13 

July 75 63 24 17 July 30 62 27 17 

Aug. 75 63 Z4 17 Aug. 79 60 Z6 16 

Sepl iO 57 Zl 14 Se pl 72 33 22 12 

Oct. 61 18 16 9 Oct. 62 •> 17 6 

Nov. 51 39 II 4 Nov. ;1 34 II I 

Dec. 41 29 5 -Z Dec. 39 24 4 -4 

Average January temperatures 
Warming winds from the Atlantic Ocean 
keep the coastal areas of Rhode Island 
warmer in winter than the inland areas. 

Average July temperatures 
Summer temperatures are generally even 
throughout the state. The southern and 
central sections are slightly warmer. 

Average annual precipitation 
There is little variation in precipitation 
throughout the state, but the southwest is 
generally the wettest section. 

Degrees 
Fahrenheit 

099rff't 
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Be~ 28 Below ·2 
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Degrees Oegrefl 
Fahrenheit Celsius 
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71to72 21 to22 
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Inches Centimeters 
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Economy Rhode Island 313 

Service industries, taken together, account for about 
two-thirds of Rhode Island's gross state product-the 
total value of all goods and services produced in a state 
in a year. Manufacturing, however, is the single most 
important economic activity. It accounts for over a 
fourth of the gross state product Tourist activities sup-
ply about $600 million a year to the state's economy. 

Natural resources. Rhode Island has few large min· 
eral deposits or other natural resources. 

Soil Rhode Island's richest soil is found along Narra-
gansett Bay. Miami stony loam covers the bay's basin 
and tableland. This firm brown soil holds moisture for 
an entire growing season. Glocester stony loam is the 
state's least fertile soil. This light brown sand covers 
much of western and northern Rhode Island. 

Minerals. Westerly granite is Rhode Island's best· 
known mineral. Its hardness and fine grain make it an 
excellent building material. Deposits of this granite lie 
mainly in southwestern Rhode Island, near the town of 
Westerly. The Coastal Lowlands have large sand and 
gravel deposits. Other minerals found in Rhode Island 
include limestone and sandstone. 

Service industries account for 68 per cent of Rhode 
Island's gross state product Service industries are con-
centrated in the Providence metropolitan area 

Community, social, and personal services form the 
most important type of service industry in Rhode Island. 
This industry includes such economic activities as the 
operation of private schools and hospitals; advertising 
and data processing firms; and cleaning establishments, 
hotels, and repair shops. The industry provides 18 per 
cent of the gross state product and employs more peo-
ple than any other service industry. 

Wholesale and retail trade rank as the second-leading 
service industry. Providence is a major wholesale distri· 
bution center for New England. Its port handles much of 
the petroleum shipped to New England. The distribution 
of grocery products is also an important wholesale 
trade activity. Providence and Warwick are the leading 
cities in retail trade. Stores and restaurants are the most 

Production and workers by economic activities 

Percent 
Employed worlcen 

of CSP' Number of Percent 
i:m.-nlc: acdvllles pnicluaid. ....,._ oftoml 

Manufacturing Z7 119,500 ZS 

Community, social, & 
personal services 18 103,300 Z4 

Wholesale & retail trade 17 93,ZOO zz 
Finance, insurance, & 

real estate 15 Z3,400 5 

Government lZ 57,600 14 

Transportation. communi-
cation. & utilities 6 13,800 3 

Construction 4 14,900 4 

Agriculture 1,600 t 
Mining t 100 t 
Total 100 4Z7,400 100 
"CSP • gf'OSS - producl. lhe meal voluo of goods and - produced In• yu<. 
tless than one-half of I per cent. 
f'tgUntS are for 1985. 
Sources: World Boo*- estimates bued on dMa from U.S. Bureau of Economk: Analysis, U.S. 
Buruu of Labor Sl>tiSlla. and U.S. Deponmenl of Agnculture. 

important type of retail establishments. Wholesale and 
retail trade provide 17 per cent of Rhode Island's gross 
state product 

Finance, insurance, and real estate form the third 
most valuable service industry in Rhode Island. This in-
dustry accounts for 15 per cent of the gross state prod-
uct Extensive building restoration in Providence has 
benefited the state's real estate industry. Most of the 
state's largest banks and insurance companies are in 
Providence and Warwick. 

Other service industries are government; and trans-
portation, communication, and utilities. Government 
services include public schools and hospitals, and mili-
tary activities. 

Manufacturing is Rhode Island's single most impor-
tant economic activity. It provides 27 per cent of the 
gross state product and ranks as the state's largest em-
ployer. Goods manufactured in Rhode Island have an 
annual value added by manufacture of about $4 billion. 
Value added by manufacture represents the increase in 
value of raw materials after they become finished prod-
ucts. 

The production of jewelry and silverware ranks as 
Rhode Island's most important manufacturing activity. It 
has an annual value added of about $650 million. The 
Providence area is one of the nation's leading jewelry 
manufacturing centers. 

The manufacture of fabricated metal products is the 
state's second-ranking manufacturing activity, with a 
yearly value added of about $475 million. This industry's 
leading products include structural metals, nuts and 
bolts, and pipe fittings. The production of electrical ma-
chinery is the third most important manufacturing activ-
ity. Broadcasting equipment is the leading type of elec· 
trical machinery produced in Rhode Island. 

The state's other leading manufactured products are 
nonelectrical machinery, textiles, primary metals, 
printed materials, and plastics products. Machine tools 
are the most important type of nonelectrical machinery 
produced in Rhode Island. 

Rhode Island Deputmenf of Economtc Development 

Beautifully crafted silver is produced at a factory near Provi-
dence. The production of silverware and jewelry ranks as Rhode 
Island's most important manufacturing activity. 
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Fann and mineral products 
This map shows the areas where the state's leading farm and 
mineral products are produced. The major urban areas !shown 
in red) are the state's important manufacturing centers. 

Agriculture accounts for 1 per cent of the gross state 
product The state has about 750 farms. They average 
about 1 00 acres (40 hectares) in size. 

Greenhouse and nursery products are the leading 
source of agricultural income in Rhode Island. Sales of 
sod, ornamental trees and shrubs, and other nursery 
products earn about two-thirds of the state's agricultural 
income. 

Milk ranks as the second most important source of 
agricultural income in Rhode Island. Milk is produced 
throughout the state. Potatoes are the leading crop. 
Rhode Island farmers grow potatoes mainly in the 
southern part of the state. Hay is the second leading 

crop. Apples are the most important fruit grown in 
Rhode Island. The state's farmers also raise chickens, 
eggs, and turkeys. The Rhode Island Red, a famous 
breed of chicken, was developed in the town of Little 
Compton. 

Ashing Industry. The annual fish catch in Rhode Is· 
land is valued at about S70 million. Flounder is the 
state's most valuable catch. Other fish caught include 
butterfish, cod, scup, tuna, and whiting. Such shellfish as' 
clams, lobsters, and scallops are also caught 

Mining is less important in Rhode Island than it is in 
most other states. Stone and sand and gravel are the 
most valuable mineral products in Rhode Island. 

Electric power. Steam turbine plants produce all of 
Rhode Island's electricity. The steam comes from water 
that is heated by burning petroleum or natural gas. 

Transportation. Newport and Providence were in· 
ternational shipping centers from colonial days until the 
1830's. Their importance as shipping centers declined 
with the development of railroads. 

Rhode Island's first railroad began operating between 
Providence and Boston in 1835. Today, two major rail· 
roads provide fre ight service, and passenger trains 
serve about 10 cities. Roads and highways total about 
6,300 miles (10, 100 kilometers), and most are surfaced. 
The Rhode Island portion of Interstate Highway 95 ex-
tends from the Connecticut border, near Ashaway, to 
Pawtucket Interstate 295 skirts Providence to the north 
and west The biggest airport in Rhode Island is the The-
odore Francis Green State Airport in Warwick. 

Communication. About 30 newspapers and about ZO 
periodicals are published in Rhode Island. The state's 
leading daily newspapers, in order of circulation, in-
clude the Providence Bulletin, the Providence journal, 
the Pawtucket Times, and the Woonsocket Call 

Rhode Island's first newspaper, the Rhode Island Ga· 
zette, began publication in 1732. Its publisher, James 
Franklin, was the brother of Benjamin Franklin. In 1758, 
James Franklin's son, also named James, founded the 
Newport Mercu1y. In 1934, the Mercury became a 
weekly edition of the Newport News, and its name was 
changed to the Newport Mercury and Weekly News. 

Rhode Island's first radio stations, WEAN and WJAR, 
began broadcasting from Providence in 1922. The state's 
first television station, WJAR·TV, started operating there 
in 1949. Rhode Island now has about ZS radio stations 
and 5 television stations. 

Government 

Constitution of Rhode Island was adopted in 1842. It 
became effective on May Z, 1843. Until then, a royal Eng· 
lish charter of 1663 served as Rhode Island's constitu· 
ti on. 

An amendment (change) to the state Constitution may 
be proposed by the Rhode Island legislature or by a 
constitutional convention. To become law, amendments 
proposed in the legislature need the approval of a ma· 
jority of the legislators twice-once before and once 
after an election. The amendments are then submitted to 
the people in a regular election. Three-fifths of those 
voting must approve the amendments. To call a constitu· 
tional convention, a majority vote by the legislators and 

voters is needed. Amendments that are proposed by a 
constitutional convention require the approval of a ma-
jority of the voters in a regular election. 

Executive. The governor of Rhode Island holds office 
for two years and may be reelected any number of 
times. The governor receives a yearly salary of $49,500. 
The state has no official residence for its governor. 
Rhode Island voters also elect the lieutenant governor, 
attorney general, secretary of state, and state treasurer 
to two-year terms. The governor, with the state senate's 
approval, appoints most other key executive officials. 
These officials include the directors of administration, 
business regulation, employment security, health, la-
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bor, natural resources, public works, and social welfare. 
Legislature of Rhode Island is called the General As-

sembly. It consists of a SO-member Senate and a 100-
member House of Representatives. Voters in each of 
Rhode Island's 50 senatorial districts elect one senator. 
Voters in each of the state's 100 representative districts 
elect one representative. Senators and representatives 
serve two-year terms. 

The legislature meets annually, beginning on the first 
Tuesday of January. Regular and special legislative ses-
sions have no time limit 

In 1966, the legislature reapportioned (redivided) the 
Senate and the House of Representatives. For a discus-
sion of reapportionment in Rhode Island, see The Mid-
1900's section of this article. 

Courts. The Supreme Court of Rhode Island has a 
chief justice and four associate justices. The General As-
sembly elects the justices to life terms. The Assembly 
chooses a chief justice from among the associate jus-
tices. 

Other Rhode Island courts include a district court, a 
family court, and a superior court. The district court has 
a chief judge and 1 Z associate judges. The family court 
has 11 judges, including a chief judge. The superior 
court has a presiding justice and 18 associate justices. 
The governor, with the consent of the Senate, appoints 

The state governors of Rhode Island 
Party Tenn 

Nicholas Cooke None 1775-1778 
Wiiiiam Greene None 1n8-1786 
John Collins None 1786-1790 
Arthur Fenner Anti-Federalist 179().1805 
Henry Smith Unknown 1805 
Isaac Wiibur Unknown 1806-1807 
James Fenner • Dem.-Rep. 1807-1811 
Wiiiiam Jones Federalist 1811-1817 
Nehemiah R. Knight • Dem.-Rep. 1817-1821 
Wiiiiam C. Gibbs • Dem.-Rep. 1821-1824 
James Fenner • Dem.-Rep. 1824-1831 
Lemuel H. Arnold tNat Rep. 1831-1833 
John Brown Francis Democratic 1833-1838 
Wiiiiam Sprague Democratic 1838-1839 
Samuel Ward King Rhode Island 

Party 1840.1843 
James Fenner Law and Order 1843-1845 
Charles Jackson Liberation 1845-1846 
ByronDlman Law and Order 1846-1847 
Elisha Hanis Whig 1847-1849 
Henry B. Anthony Whig 1849-1851 
Philip Allen Democratic 1851-1853 
Francis M. Dimond Democratic 1853-1854 
Wiiiiam W. Hoppin Whig and 

Know-Nothing 1854-1857 
Elisha Dyer Republican 1857-1859 
Thomas C. Turner Republican 1859-1860 
Wiiiiam Sprague Democratic& 

Conservative 1860.1863 
William C. Cozzens Democratic 1863 
James Y. Smith Republican 1863-1866 
Ambrose E. Burnside Republican 1866-1869 
Seth Padelford Republican 1869-1873 
Henry Howard Republican 1873-1875 
Henry Uppltt Republican 1875-18n 
Charles C. Van Zandt Republican 1877-1880 
Alfred H. Uttlefteld Republican 1880.1883 
'Democmk·R"l"'hllcln tNldonolRepubllan 
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district, family, and superior court judges to life terms. 
Rhode Island also has about 40 probate judges. City and 
town councils appoint these judges. 

Local government. Rhode Island and Connecticut 
are the only states that have no county governments. 
Five of Rhode Island's 8 cities and 10 of its 31 towns 
have home rule. That is, they can write and amend their 
charters without permission from the legislature. Rhode 
Island towns are similar to townships in other states. 
They are geographic districts that may include rural 
areas and several unincorporated villages under one 
government 

Most large Rhode Island cities have the mayor-coun-
cil form of government These cities include Central 
Falls, Cranston, Pawtucket, Providence, Warwick, and 
Woonsocket East Providence and Newport use the 
council-manager form of government 

The town meeting is the most common form of gov-
ernment in Rhode Island towns. Dating from colonial 
days, the town meeting is one of the purest examples of 
democracy. Voters at annual town meetings participate 
directly in governmental decisions. They elect officials, 
approve budgets, pass laws, and decide other town 
business. 

Revenue. Taxation provides almost half of the state 
government's general revenue (income). Other major 

Party Tenn 
Augustus 0. Bourn Republican 1883-1885 
George P. Wetmore Republican 1885-1887 
John W. Davis Democratic 1887-1888 
Royal C. Taft Republican 1888-1889 
Herbert W. Ladd Republican 1889-1890 
John W. Davis Democratic 1890.1891 
Herbert W. Ladd Republican 1891-1892 
D. Russell Brown Republican 1892-1895 
Charles W. Uppltt Republican 1895-1897 
Elisha Dyer Republican 1897-1900 
Wiiiiam Gregory Republican 1900.1901 
Charles D. Kimball Republican 1901 -1903 
Lucius F. C. Carvin Democratic 1903-1905 
George H. Utter Republican 1905-1907 
James H. Higgins Democratic 1907-1909 
Aram J. Pothier Republican 1909-1915 
R. Uvtngston 

Beeckman Republican 1915-1921 
Emery J. San Soucl Republican 1921 -1923 
William S. Rynn Democratic 1923-1925 
Aram ). Pothier Republican 1925-1928 
Norman S. Case Republican 1928-1933 
Theodore F. Green Democratic 1933-1937 
Robert E. Quinn Democratic 1937-1939 
Wiiiiam H. Vanderbilt Republican 1939-1941 
J. Howard McGrath Democratic 1941-1945 
John O. Pastore Democratic 1945-1950 
John S. McKleman Democratic 1950.1951 
Dennis J. Roberts Democratic 1951-1959 
Christopher Del Sesto· Republican 1959-1961 
John A. Notte, Jr. Democratic 1961-1963 
John H. Chafee Republican 1963-1969 
FrankUcht Democratic 1969-1973 
Phlllp w. Noel Democratic 1973-1977 
J. Joseph Carrahy Democratic 1977-1985 
Edward D. DIPrete Republican 1985-
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316 Rhode Island 

sources of revenue are federal grants, municipal bonds, 
and charges for government services. 

The largest source of tax revenue in Rhode Island is a 
personal income tax. A general sales tax is the second 
largest source of tax revenue. Other sources of tax reve-
nue include taxes on corporate profits, inheritances, in-
surance premiums, motor fuels, property, tobacco 
products, and utility bills. The state also receives income 
from fees for licenses and motor vehicle registrations. 

Politics. Rhode Island became a Republican state 
shortly before the Ovil War. Most Rhode Island voters 
favored the antislavery and pro-Northern policies of the 
Republican Party. The growth of cities, usually favorable 
to the Democratic Party, helped Rhode Island become a 

two-party state during the 19ZO's. 
Rhode Island voters supported the Republican presi-

dential candidate in every election from 1856 to 1908. 
They voted for Woodrow Wilson, a Democrat, in 1912, 
but supported Republicans in the next three elections. 
Since 1928, the state has voted Democratic in all presi-
dential elections except 1952, 1956, 1972, and 1984. For 
the state's electoral votes and voting record in presiden-
tial elections, see Electoral college (table). 

In state and congressional elections, the people of 
Rhode Island usually voted for Republicans from the 
1860's to the 19ZO's. Since the 19ZO's, they have generally 
favored Democratic candidates for the state legislature, 
the governorship, and the U.S. Congress. 

The Rhode Island House of 
Representatives meets in 
the State House in Provi· 
dence. The 100 representa· 
lives are elected to two-year 
terms. 

Rhode Island Departmenl of Economic Developmenc 

History 

Indian days. A few thousand Indians lived in what is 
now Rhode Island before white people came. The Indi-
ans belonged to five tribes of the Algonquian Indian 
family-the Narraganset, Niantic, Nipmuck, Pequot, and 
Wampanoag. The Narraganset Indians were the most 
numerous tribe in the Rhode Island area. They were 
peaceful people who hunted, fished, and farmed. 

Exploration. Miguel de Cortereal, a Portuguese navi-
gator, may have sailed along the Rhode Island coast in 
1511 . Giovanni da Verrazano, an Italian navigator work-
ing for France, explored Narragansett Bay in 1524. Some 
historians believe Verrazano named Rhode Island when 
he wrote that it resembled the Island of Rhodes in the 
Mediterranean Sea Other historians believe the Dutch 
navigator Adriaen Block named the region. In 1614, 
Block called an island in Narragansett Bay Roodt Eylandt 
(Red Island). Block used this name because of the red 
clay on the island's shore. 

Settlement. In 1636, Roger Williams established 
Rhode Island's first permanent white settlement, at Prov-
idence. Williams, a minister, had been driven out of 
Massachusetts because he called for increased religious 
and political freedom. Massachusetts leaders feared him 
as a threat to their colony's security. Williams founded 
Providence on land he bought from Canonicus and 
Miantonomo, two Narraganset Indian chiefs. He estab-
lished a policy of religious and political freedom. 

In 1638, William Coddington, John Clarke, Anne 
Hutchinson, and others left Massachusetts in search of 
religious freedom. They founded the settlement of Po-
casset on Aquidneck Island (now officially called Rhode 
Island). The settlers separated after political and reli-
gious differences developed among them. Mrs. Hutchin· 
son and her followers stayed at Pocasset and renamed it 
Portsmouth. Coddington, Clarke, and their followers 
moved south and founded Newport in 1639. 

In 1643, Samuel Gorton, John Greene, and others 
founded a fourth Rhode Island settlement, Warwick. 
They had left Providence because they believed true lib-
erty was possible only under established English law. 
Providence was largely independent of English law. 

Williams proposed that the four Rhode Island settle-
ments unite for protection against neighboring colonies. 
He obtained a charter from the English Parliamentary 
Commission in 1644, and the four settlements united 
under this charter in 1647. In 1663, King Charles II of 
England granted Rhode Island a second charter, called 
the Charter of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations. 
It remained the law of Rhode Island until 1843. 

King Philip's War. Roger Williams respected the 
rights of Indians and maintained peace with them. But 
trouble began in nearby Massachusetts Bay Colony and 
Plymouth Colony when young Indian chiefs replaced 
older ones. The young chiefs feared further English 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 100 of 112



settlement as a threat to their lands. In 1675, the Wam-
panoag chief King Philip (Metacomet) began killing New 
England colonists. The same year, troops from Massa-
chusetts, Plymouth, and Connecticut defeated the Indi-
ans in the Great Swamp Fight near Kingston, R.I. The In-
dians then burned towns and murdered colonists in 
Rhode Island. The colonists killed King Philip in 1676 
near Mount Hope (present-day Bristoll. The war ended 
in southern New England that year, but fighting contin-
ued in Maine and New Hampshire until 1678. See Indian 
wars (King Philip's War). 

The early 1700'1 was a period of great prosperity in 
Rhode Island. The fertile coastal regions and the islands 
in Narragansett Bay made excellent farm and grazing 
land. Many Rhode Islanders developed large plantations 
somewhat like those of the South. Slaves worked the 
land and took care of cattle, horses, and sheep. The 
plantations also produced great quantities of cheese. 
Plantation owners developed a fine breed of saddle 
horse called the Narragansett Pacer. 

During the 1700s, Newport merchants owned large 
fleets of ships. These vessels were used to export planta-
tion products to the other English colonies in America 
and to the West Indies. The plantation owners and mer-
chants increased their profits by investing in the rum 
trade and the African slave trade. In spite of the profit-
able slave trade, Rhode Island was the first colony to 
prohibit the importation of slaves. It did so in 1774. 

The Revolutionary War. During the 176crs, Great 
Britain passed a series of laws that caused unrest in 
Rhode Island and the other American colonies. Most of 
these laws either imposed severe taxes or restricted co-
lonial trade. The people of Rhode Island were among 
the first colonists to take action against British rule. 
Their many acts of rebellion included the burning of the 
British ship Liberty at Newport in 1769. 

After the Revolutionary War began in Massachusetts 
in 1775, hundreds of Rhode Islanders joined the patriot 
forces. Stephen Hopkins and other Rhode Island men 
were among the chief organizers of the Continental 
Navy. Esek Hopkins became the first commander in 
chief of the navy. Nathanael Greene rose to fame as one 
of the great leaders of the Continental Army. 

British troops occupied Newport from December 
1776 to October 1779. The British also raided other 
Rhode Island communities during the war. But no major 
battles took place on Rhode Island soil. 

On May 4, 1776, Rhode Island became the first colony 
to declare its independence from Great Britain. New 
Hampshire had adopted an independent constitution in 
January 1776. But New Hampshire did not sign its decla-
ration of independence until July. 

Rhode Island ratified the Articles of Confederation 
(the forerunner of the United States Constitution) on July 
9, 1778. On May 29, 1790, Rhode Island became the last 
of the 13 original colonies to ratify (approve) the U.S. 
Constitution. Rhode Island delayed ratification until the 
amendments called the Bill of Rights were ready to be 
added to the Constitution. These amendments placed 
limits on the powers of the federal government and 
guaranteed individual liberties. Even with the Bill of 
Rights, many Rhode Islanders opposed joining the 
Union. The Rhode Island convention ratified the Consti-
tution by a slim 34 to 3Z vote. 
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Industrial growth began in Rhode Island during the 
late 1700s. Textile manufacturing was the state's first im-
portant industry. The nation's first hand-operated cotton-
spinning jenny was built in Providence in 1787. The first 
water-powered spinning machines were built in Paw-
tucket in 1790 by Samuel Slater. Power spinning had 
begun in England, but the English kept the process se-
cret They wanted to prevent people in other countries 
from manufacturing cloth and thread by machine. Tex-
tile workers were forbidden to leave England. Slater, 
who had worked with textile machines in England, es-
caped to the United States disguised as a farmer. He was 
hired by Moses Brown, a Providence businessman. Sla-
ter built the power machines from memory. 

The Rhode Island textile industry grew rapidly for 
several reasons. The textile makers had power spinning, 
an abundance of water power, nearby markets in Boston 
and New York City, and excellent transportation. The Jef-
ferson Embargo of 1807, which prohibited importing 
textiles, also aided the industry. 

Other Rhode Island industries also began and grew 
during the late 170crs. In 1794, Nehemiah Dodge of Prov-
idence found a way to cover cheap metals with precious 
metals. Dodge and his brother Seril founded the United 
States jewelry industry, and Rhode Island became the 
country's jewelry-making center. Newport, Providence, 
and Warren were leading whaling centers from 1775 to 
1850. Whale oil and candles made from the head oil of 
sperm whales became profitable products. The fishing 
industry was another important business of the period. 

The Dorr Rebellion. Rhode Island cities grew rap-
idly during the early 180crs. Thousands of Canadians, Eu-
ropeans, and Rhode Island farmers came to the cities to 
work in textile mills. But Rhode Island laws did not keep 
pace with the growth of cities. For example, most city 
people were denied the right to vote. Rhode Island was 
still governed by its 1663 charter, which restricted vot-
ing to landholders or their eldest sons. Rural areas had 
the greatest representation in the state legislature, even 
though cities had the largest populations. These condi-
tions led to a political struggle and an uprising called 
the Dorr Rebellion. Thomas Dorr and his followers tried 
to form their own government Their revolt failed, but it 
was partly responsible for the adoption of a more liberal 
state constitution in 1842. The new constitution became 
effective in 1843. It gave voting rights to native-born 
Rhode Island men of legal age who paid taxes of S 1 a 
year or served in the militia It also increased city repre-
sentation in the legislature. See Dorr Rebellion. 

The late 1800's. More than 24,000 Rhode Islanders 
served in the Union Army and Navy during the Civil War 
(1861-1865). The most famous one was Major General 
Ambrose E. Burnside, who commanded the Army of the 
Potomac for a brief period. He later served as governor 
of Rhode Island and as a U.S. senator. 

Prosperity continued in Rhode Island after the war. 
The state's population almost doubled between 1870 
and 1900. The textile industry developed worldwide 
markets, and other industries also expanded. Newport 
became the home of the Newport Naval Station in 1883 
and of the Naval War College in 1884. The college is the 
navy's highest educational institution. Also in the late 
180crs, Newport won fame as the summer home of many 
wealthy railroad and banking families. 
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VHistoric <Rhode GJ:sland 

••a~ Roger Wiiiiams 
founded Rhode Island's 
first pennanent white 
settlement at Providence 
in 1636. 

The Liberty, a British ship 
docked at Newport, was 
burned by Rhode Islanders 
in 1769 in one of the first 
acts of rebellion by the col-
onists. 

. -::; 
The slave trade thrived in Rhode Island 
until 1774, when the colony prohibited 
the importation of slaves. 

Important dates In Rhode Island 

152' Giovanni da Verrazano sailed Narragansett Bay. 
1636 Roger Williams founded Providence. 
1638 William Coddington, John Oarke, Anne Hutchinson, 

and others settled on Aquidneck Island. 
1647 The settlements of Providence, Portsmouth, Newport, 

and Warwick were united after England granted 
Roger Williams a charter in 1644. 

1663 England granted Rhode Island its second charter. 
1774 Rhode Island prohibited the importation of slaves. 
1776 Rhode Island declared its independence from Eng-

land. 

The Slater Mill, built in Pawtucket in 1793, 
was one of the first successful textile mills 
in North America. 

Rhode Island shipyards 
built hundreds of merchant 
and whaling vessels from the 
mid-1600s to the late 1800s . 

WORLD BOOK illus1rations by Kevtn OM.dwk:k 

1790 Rhode Island became the 13th state when it ratified 
the U.S. Constitution on May Z9. 

1842 The Dorr Rebellion helped bring about a more liberal 
state constitution. 

1938 A disastrous hurricane struck Rhode Island. 
1966 The Rhode Island legislature reapportioned the Sen-

ate and the House of Representatives. 
1969 Newport Bridge over Narragansett Bay was com-

pleted, linking Newport with Jamestown. 
1971 The state legislature approved a personal income tax 

for the first time. 
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The early1900's. During World War I (1914-1918), 
Rhode Island's factories made chemicals, munitions, and other war materials. Shipyards in Newport and Provi-
dence built combat and cargo ships. 

The Rhode Island textile industry began a decline dur-ing the 1920's. Many plants moved to the South, where 
labor and transportation costs were low. The increased manufacture of machine tools, machinery, and metal 
products helped make up the loss. But then the Great 
Depression of the 1930's further slowed Rhode Island's 
economic growth. Conditions improved as the depres-sion eased in the late 1930's. 

In 1938, Rhode Island suffered one of its worst natural disasters. A hurricane and tidal wave struck, killing 258 
persons and causing $100 million in property damage. The mid-1900's. During World War II (1939-1945), 
war industries helped stimulate the state's recovering 
economy. The U.S. Navy established Quonset Point 
Naval Air Station in 1941 , creating many jobs. Quonset 
huts, a famous type of World War II shelter, were first 
built at Quonset Point that year. 

Rhode Island's economy lagged after the war. Em· 
ployment fell as wartime industries closed and textile mills continued to move to the South. By 1949, more 
than 17 per cent of the state's workers were unem-
ployed. Rhode Island revived its economy during the 
1950's and 1960's by expanding the electronics, chemi-
cal, machinery, and plastics industries. By the end of the 1960's, the state had a varied economy, and unemploy-
ment had dropped to about 3 per cent The textile indus-try remained important, but Rhode Island's economy no longer depended largely on it. 

During the 1960's, the tourist industry became in-
creasingly important to Rhode Island's economy. New 
roads and freeways opened much of the state to tour· ists. In 1969, a $71 -million bridge was completed across Narragansett Bay between Jamestown and Newport. Completion of the Rhode Island section of Interstate 
Highway 95, also in 1969, allowed motorists to travel 
across the state from Connecticut to Massachusetts 
without a traffic light along the way. 

Also during the 1960's, the University of Rhode Island began to develop a scientific research center at 
Saunderstown. The United States Public Health Service has a shellfish laboratory at the center, and the United 
States Bureau of Sports Fisheries and Wildlife has a bio· logical laboratory there. The center is also the site of the nation's first state-owned nuclear reactor. 

Destructive hurricanes struck Rhode Island again in 
the 1940's and 1950's, though none was so severe as the 1938 hurricane. During the 1960's, the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers built a large hurricane barrier across the Providence River. This dam, completed in 1966, protects downtown Providence from hurricanes. 

The Rhode Island legislature passed many new laws 
in the mid-1900's. The state held its first direct primary election in 1948. In 1951, the legislature repealed the 
poll tax and gave home rule to cities and towns. A 1963 law provided for lending textbooks to students in pri-
vate schools. In 1964, the state set up a program to help pay medical bills for needy persons over 65. 

The Rhode Island Supreme Court ruled in 1962 that the state House of Representatives must be reappor-tioned (redivided) to provide equal representation 

Rhode Island 319 

Jim Daniels 
Wate~pollution testing is one of the many projects con· ducted at the University of Rhode Island's Graduate School of Oceanography located in Narragansett. 

based on population. A constitutional convention met in 1964 to act on reapportionment of both the house and the senate and to consider other issues. In 1965, the leg· islature appointed a special commission to draw up a 
temporary reapportionment plan. The legislature used this plan to reapportion itself in 1966. In 1967, the consti-tutional convention proposed a new constitution. The constitution, which included a new reapportionment 
plan, was rejected by the state's voters in 1968. 

Recent developments. In the mid· 1970's, the New-
port Naval Base and other naval facilities closed, con-
tributing to a high unemployment rate in Rhode Island. But by the mid-1980's, the state had largely recovered 
from these problems, and its rate of unemployment ranked below the national average. During the 1980's, 
Rhode Island companies shared in a national defense build-up and received major contracts to develop sub-
marines and submarine weapons for the U.S. govern-ment Rhode Island's economy has also benefited from a continuous growth in tourism. In addition, the state's 
hopes to develop into a world center for oceanographic research show great promise. The oceanographic re-search program at the University of Rhode Island has 
become recognized as one of the finest in the nation. 

In spite of these encouraging developments, how-
ever, Rhode Island faces an uncertain future. Oil explo-ration projects off the coast of Rhode Island were aban-
doned during the mid-1980's after oil prices fell sharply. This development hurt the hopes of state leaders that 
Rhode Island might develop into a major base of activity in the oil industry. Many members of Rhode Island's 
labor force are employed in low-paying positions in the jewelry and textile industries. These industries are 
threatened by increasing foreign competition. 

Rhode Island was the only New England State to lose population between 1970 and 1980. In addition, its birth and marriage rates are among the lowest in the country. 
Stanford E. Demars and Michael R. H. Swanson 
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3ZO Rhode Island Study aids 
Related articles in World Book include: 

Biographies 
Burnside, Ambrose E. 
Cohan, George M. 
Corliss, George H. 
Ellery, William 
Gray, Robert 
Green, Theodore F. 
Greene, Nathanael 

Newport 
Pawtucket 

Colonial life in America 
Dorr Rebellion 

Hopkins, Esek 
Hopkins, Stephen 
Hutchinson, Anne M. 
Philip, King 
Slater, Samuel 
Williams, Roger 
Woodcock, Leonard 

Otles 
Providence 
Warwick 

History 

Flag (Color picture: Flags in American history) 
Indian wars 
Revolutionary War in America 

Other related articles 
Baptists 

I. People 
A Population 
B. Schools 
C Libraries 
D. Museums 

II. Visitor's guide 
A Places to visit 
B. Annual events 

Ill. Land and climate 
A Land regions 
B. Islands 
CCoastline 
D. Rivers and lakes 

Cotton (Histo ry) 

Outline 

E. Plant and animal life 
F. Climate 

IV. Economy 
A Natural resources 
B. Service industries 
C Manufacturing 
D. Agriculture 
E. Fishing industry 
F. Mining 
G. Electric power 
H. Transportation 
I. Communication 

V. Government 
A Constitution 
B. Executive 
C Legislature 
D. Courts 
E. Local government 
F. Revenue 
G. Politics 

VL History 

Questions 
What American industries began in Rhode Island? 
What is The Breakers? 
What were the conditions that led to the Dorr Rebellion? What 

were the results of the rebellion? 
What is Rhode Island's single most important income-producing 

activity? 
Why did Roger Williams move to Rhode Island? 
What are Rhode Island's two main land regions? 
What is an unusual feature of Rhode Island's system of local 

government? 
What is often called the Cradle of American Industry? 
Why did Rhode Island wait so long to ratify the U.S. Constitu-

tion? 

What is Rhode Island's official name? How did Rhode Island get 
this name? 

Additional resources 
Levell 
Beals, Carleton. Colonial Rhode Island Nelson, 1970. 
Carpenter, Allan. Rhode Island Rev. ed. Childrens Press, 1979. 
Fradin, Dennis B. Rhode Island in Words and Pictures. Childrens 

Press, 1981 . 
Jacobs, William Jay. Roger Williams. Watts, 1975. 
Webb, Robert N. The Colony of Rhode Island Watts, 1972. 

Level II 
Bridenbaugh, Carl. Fat Mutton and Liberty of Conscience: Soci· 

ety in Rhode Island, 1636-1690. Brown Univ. Press, 1974. 
Coleman, Peter J. The Transformation of Rhode Island, 1790-

186a Brown Univ. Press, 1963. 
Conley, Patrick T. Democracy in Decline: Rhode Island's Consti-

tutional Development, 1776-1841. Rhode Island Historical So-
ciety, 1977. 

An Album of Rhode Island History: 1636-1986. Rhode Island Pub-
lications Society, 1986. 

Coughtry, Jay. The Notorious Triangle: Rhode Island and the Af-
rican Slave Trade, 1700-1807. Temple Univ. Press, 1981. 

Dearden, Paul F. The Rhode Island Campaign of 1778: Inausp i-
cious Dawn of Alliance. Rhode Island Bicentennial Founda-
tion, 1980. 

James, Sydney V. Colonial Rhode Island· A History. Scribner, 
1975. 

Mcloughl in, William G. Rhode Island· A Bicentennial History. 
Norton, 1978. 

Steinberg, Sheila, and McGuigan, Cathleen. Rhode Island· An 
Historical Guide. Rhode Island Bicentennial Foundation, 1976. 

Withey, Lynne. Urban Growth in Colonial Rhode Island- Newport 
and Providence in the Eighteenth Century. State Univ. of New 
York Press, 1984. 

Wright, Marion I., and Sullivan, R. J. The Rhode Island Atlas. 
Rhode Island Publications Society, 1982. 
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U.S. Senate Republican Policy Committee 
William L. Armstrong, Chairman June 22, 1989 

Economic Talking Points 

• The month of July will usher in the 80th month of the longest peacetime expansion 
in U.S. history. During this time we have created 20 million new jobs (payroll survey), the 
proportion of the working age population employed is at an all time high, and the 
unemployment rate is at 5.2%. [Labor Dept.] 

• The U.S. economy grew at a 4.4% rate in the first quarter of this year. This is an 
upward revision from the preliminary estimate of 4.3% reported earlier. (See June 6, 1989 
Economic Talking Points.) Also, the GNP price index (a broad measure of inflation) 
showed less inflationary pressure and was revised downward from the preliminary estimate 
of 5.0% to 4.6%. [Commerce Dept.] 

• The final estimate of the personal saving rate (savings as a percentage of disposable 
personal income) is 5.4% for the first quarter of 1989. This is an increase in personal saving 
from the 4.2% rate recorded for all of 1988. [Commerce Dept.] 

• The Producer Price Index rose by 0.9% in the month of May. The PPI had risen 
0.4% in the two previous months. The May increase was largely a result of a rebound in car 
prices as dealers removed sales incentives which had been in place in ApriL Also, if the 
volatile categories of food and energy were excluded, the "core rate" of PPI inflation was 
up 0.5%. [Labor Dept.] 

• The Consumer Price Index rose by 0.6% in May. This is slightly below the 0.7% 
increase the month before, and brings the CPI to a level 5.4% higher than a year earlier. 
[Labor Dept.] 

• American businesses plan to boost spending on plant and equipment by 6.5% this 
year. This is slightly higher than the 6.3% estimate in the first quarter and indicates a stable 
growth in capital spending plans. In the service industries, there are plans to increase 
investment by 10.1% in new plant and equipment. [Commerce Dept.] 

• Major banks cut the prime lending rate from 11.5% to 11.0%. This is a reversal of a 
yearlong trend toward higher interest rates. In addition to an impact on business 
borrowing, many banks also use the prime rate as a base for calculating home mortgage 
loans. [Paine Webber Update] 

• Retail sales were up slightly in May with a gain of 0.1%. At the same time, the April 
increase of 0.4% was revised upward to 1.0%. [Commerce Dept.] 
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486 Rhode Island [43-50] 
43 LIBRARIES AND MUSEUMS In 1983, Rhode Island had 120 public, academic, and special libraries. In 1982/83, public libraries had a book stock of 2,671,881, and a combined circulation of 4,424,630. The Provi-dence Public Library maintains several special historical collec-tions. The Brown University Libraries, containing more than 2.6 million books and periodicals, include the Annmary Brown Memorial Library, with its collection of rare manuscripts, and the John Carter Brown Library, with an excellent collection of early Americana. 

Among the state's more than 40 museums and historic sites are the Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology in Bristol, the Museum of Art of the Rhode Island School of Design in Providence, the Roger Williams Park Museum, also in Providence, the Nathanael Greene Homestead in Coventry, and the Slater Mill Historic Site in Pawtucket. Providence has the Roger Williams Park Zoo. 44 C OM MUN IC AT I 0 NS 
Rhode Island had some 155 post offices in 1985 with 2,910 employees; the first automated post office in the US postal system was opened in Providence in 1960. As of 1980, there were 95% of the state's 338,590 occupied housing units had telephones. In 1983, the state had 15 AM and 13 FM radio stations. Providence had 5 television stations, including an affiliate for each of the three major networks, a pay-TV station, and one public broad-casting affiliate operated by the state's Public Telecommunica-tions Authority. The state had 8 cable television systems in 1984 serving 30 communities and 137,494 subscribers. 45PRESS 

The Rhode Island Gazette, the state's first newspaper, appeared in 1732. In 1850, Paulina Wright Davis established Una, one of the first women's rights newspapers in the country. 
In 1984, Rhode Island had seven daily newspapers, with a combined circulation of 947,154. The two largest newspapers were the Providence Bulletin and Providence Journal. 460 RGAN IZATIO NS 

The 1982 US Census of Service Industries counted 319 organiza-tions in Rhode Island, including 46 business associations; 197 civic, social, and fraternal associations; and 8 educational, scientific, and research associations. Among the organizations with headquarters in Rhode Island are the US Surfing Federation (Barrington); the Rooster Class Yacht Racing Association (Wake-field); the Foundation for Gifted and Creative Children and the Foster Parents Plan USA (both in Warwick); the American Mathematical Society and the Manufacturing Jewelers and Silversmiths of America (both in Providence); and the US International Sailing Association and US Yacht Racing Union (both in Newport). 
47TO U RISM, TRAVEL, AND RECREA Tl ON Travel and tourism generated 10,100 jobs in 1982. Historic sites-especially the mansions of Newport and Providence-and water sports (particularly the America's Cup yacht races) are the main tourist attractions. Block Island is a popular resort. During 1982/83, licenses were issued to 12,810 hunters and 29,767 fishermen. Rhode Island has 65 state recreation areas. 48SPORTS 
Rhode Island's most famous sports competition, the America's Cup yacht races, was held at Newport from 1851 to 1983, when an Australian yacht won the race, thereby ensuring that at least the next competition (probably in 1987) will be held in Australia. Pawtucket has a minor league baseball team. Providence College has competed successfully in intercollegiate basketball, winning National Invitation Tournament titles in 1961 and 1963 and the NCAA Eastern Division crown in 1973. Swimming, boating, golf, tennis, softball, skiing, and hiking are popular participant sports. The International Tennis Hall of Fame and the Yachting Hall of Fame are located in Newport. Dog racing (Lincoln) and jai alai (Newport) are spectator sports with pari-mutuel betting. 

J 

49 FAMOUS RHODE ISLANDERS Important federal officeholders from Rhode Island have included US Senators Nelson W. Aldrich (1841-1915), Henry Bowen Anthony (1815-84), Theodore Francis Green (1867-1966), and John 0. Pastore (b.1907), and US Representative John E. Fogarty (1913-67). J. Howard McGrath (1903-66) held the posts of US senator, solicitor general, and attorney general. 
Foremost among Rhode Island's historical figures is Roger Williams (b.England, 1603?-83), apostle of religious liberty and founder of Providence. Other significant pioneers, also born in England. include Anne Hutchinson (1591-1643), religious leader and cofounder of Portsmouth. and William Coddington (1601-78), founder of Newport. Other 17th-century Rhode Is-landers of note were Dr. John Clarke (b.England, 1609-76), who secured the colony's royal charter, and Indian leader King Philip, known also as Metacomet (1639?-76). Important participants in the War for Independence were Commodore Esek Hopkins (1718-1802) and General Nathanael Greene (1742-86). The 19th century brought to prominence Thomas Wilson Dorr (1805-54), courageous leader of Dorr's Rebellion; social reformer Elizabeth Buffum Chace (1806-99); and naval officers Oliver Hazard Perry (1785-1819), who secured important US victories in the War of 1812; and his brother, Matthew C. Perry (1794-1858), who led the expedition that opened Japan to foreign intercourse in r 854. Among the state's many prominent industrialists and inventors are Samuel Slater (b.England, 1768- 1835), pioneer in textile manufacturing, and silversmith Jabez Gorham (1792-1869). Other significant public figures include Unitarian theologian William Ellery Channing (1780-1842); political boss Charles R. Brayton (1840-1910); Roman Catholic bishop and social reformer Mat-thew Harkins (b.Massachusetts, 1845-1921); and Dr. Charles V. Chapin (1856-1941), pioneer in public health. 

Rhode Island's best-known creative writers are Gothic novelists H.P. Lovecraft (1890-1937) and Oliver Lafarge (1901-63), and its most famous artist is portrait painter Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828). Popular performing artists include George M. Cohan (1878-1942), Nelson Eddy (1901-67), Bobby Hackett (1915-76), and Van Johnson (b. 1916). 
Important sports personalities include Baseball Hall of Famers Hugh Duffy (1866-1954), Napoleon Lajoie (1875-1959), and Charles "Gabby" Hartnett (1900-1972). 50 81BLI0 GRAPHY 
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