
TALKING POINTS ON MEALS ON WHEELS AMERICA 

BREAKFAST, L'ENFANT PLAZA HOTEL 

MAY 31, 1989 

o FIRST OF ALL, I COMMEND ALL OF YOU HERE FOR THE GREAT WORK 

YOU ARE DOING TO PROVIDE NUTRITIOUS MEALS TO HOMEBOUND 

ELDERLY PEOPLE THROUGH THE MEALS ON WHEELS PROGRAM AMERICA 

PROGRAM IN 30 LOCATIONS ACROSS THE COUNTRY. I UNDERSTAND 

THAT YOU ARE CELEBRATING THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF YOUR 

PROGRAM, BECAUSE LAST YEAR YOU EXPANDED BEYOND NEW YORK CITY 

TO 20 OTHER SITES. THIS YEAR, 30 CITIES WILL BE 

PARTICIPATING. 

o SIX YEARS AGO, SEAGRAMS AND BRISTOL MYERS EMBARKED ON A 

PRIVATE-PUBLIC PARTNERSHIP THAT HAS PROVEN ITS SUCCESS. 

WORKING WITH LOCAL AGENCIES ON AGING, YOU HAVE GOTTEN THE 

PRIVATE SECTOR INVOLVED WHERE THE GOVERNMENT NO LONGER HAD 

THE RESOURCES TO MEET THE NEEDS OF LOCAL COMMUNITIES. 

o INSTEAD OF CREATING A NEW PROGRAM, YOU HAVE SUCCESSFULLY 

"PIGGYBACKED" ON THE FEDERAL MEALS ON WHEELS PROGRAM TO 

ENABLE IT TO EXPAND AND REACH HOMEBOUND ELDERLY WHO MIGHT NOT 

OTHERWISE HAVE BEEN SERVED DUE TO LIMITED FUNDS. PROVIDING 

MATCHING "CHALLENGE" GRANTS OF $5,000 ENCOURAGES LOCAL 

INITIATIVE IN FUNDRAISING EFFORTS. 
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o I UNDERSTAND THAT YOUR CONFERENCE PROVIDES CENTRALIZED 

TRAINING, INCLUDING A NEW TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE GUIDE TO HELP 

LOCAL COMMUNITIES HELP THEMSELVES. LAST YEAR 20 CITIES 

RAISED $500,000 BY THANKSGIVING TIME. THIS YEAR THERE WERE 

150 PROPOSALS FROM 40 STATES, INCLUDING HAWAII AND ALASKA. 

o LAST YEAR, THE FEDERAL MEALS ON WHEELS PROGRAM UNDER THE 

OLDER AMERICANS ACT DELIVERED OVER 86 MILLION MEALS TO THE 

HOMES OF ELDERLY PEOPLE. THIS YEAR, APPROPRIATIONS TOTAL 

$1.2 MILLION. THE ADDITIONAL HALF MILLION THAT YOUR PROGRAM 

CONTRIBUTES TO THIS EFFORT SUPPLEMENTS AND ENHANCES THE 

GOVERNMENT'S EFFORTS. 

o YOU AND YOUR VOLUNTEERS ARE TO BE CONGRATULATED FOR THE GREAT 

WORK YOU ALL ARE DOING IN LOCAL COMMUNITIES WHERE THE NEEDS 

EXCEED THE RESOURCES IN PROVIDING ASSISTANCE TO ELDERLY 

PEOPLE WHO ARE SHUT IN THEIR HOMES FOR HEALTH REASONS. 

o IN MANY WAYS, YOURS IS A MODEL PROGRAM. THIS PRIVATE-PUBLIC 

PARTNERSHIP ESTABLISHES A ROLE MODEL THAT CAN BE UTILIZED IN 

MEETING MANY OTHER NEEDS IN THE HUMAN SERVICES AREA. I KNOW 

THIS CONCEPT IS ALREADY BEING IMPLEMENTED IN EDUCATION, 

JOB-TRAINING, AND OTHER PROGRAMS. 
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o I COMMEND YOUR DEDICATION AND EFFORTS TO EXPAND TO MANY OTHER 

STATES AND CITIES THROUGHOUT THIS COUNTRY, BUT I WOULD LIKE 

TO PUT IN A GOOD WORD FOR PROVIDING SIMILAR ASSISTANCE TO THE 

ELDERLY IN RURAL AREAS. ALTHOUGH THEY MAY BE HARDER TO 

REACH, BECAUSE OF THE TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN 

LESS DENSELY POPULATED AREAS, THE NEEDS OF RURAL SENIOR 

CITIZENS ARE ALSO GREAT. I KNOW YOU HAVE EXPERIMENTED WITH 

SERVING RURAL OLDER AMERICANS IN COVINGTON, KENTUCKY, AND THE 

SURROUNDING COUNTIES, AS WELL AS AROUND MADISION WISCONSIN, 

YOU MAY WANT TO CONSIDER SITES IN OTHER MIDWESTERN STATES. 

o AGAIN, CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR GOOD WORK. I HOPE THE MEALS 

ON WHEELS AMERICA PROGRAM CONTINUES TO EXPAND. FOR MANY 

ELDERLY PEOPLE WHO ARE SHUT IN THEIR HOMES, YOURS MAY BE THE 

ONLY REAL MEALS THEY EVER SEE. 
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MEMORANDUM 

May 30, 1989 

TO: Senator Dole 

FROM: Christina Bolton 

RE: Meals on Wheels America Program 

Although its name resembles that of the federal Meals on Wheels 

Program administered under the Older Americans Act, the Meals on 
Wheels America Program, sponsored by Seagrams and Bristol Myers, 

is actually a private sector initiative that has resulted in a 
private-public partnership. 

Just last year, the original New York City program was expanded 
to 20 cities. This year, 30 cities will participate. The only 

rural involvement has been in counties around Covington, Kentucky 

and Madison, Wisconsin. The people running the program feel that 

it is more cost-effective to provide services in densely 
populated areas. 

Meals on Wheels America piggybacks on the federal program 
administered by local area Agencies on Aging. When local 
communities do not have the resources to match their needs, they 

can submit a proposal to the program sponsored by Seagrams and 

Bristol Myers. This past year, they received 150 proposals from 
40 states, including Hawaii and Alaska. 

The Meals on Wheels America Program provides $5,000 in challenge 

grants to be matched by local fundraising efforts. Often $2,000 
is provided for administration of the program. 
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MEMORANDUM 

May 30, 1989 

TO: Senator Dole 

FROM: Christina Bolton 

RE: Meals on Wheels America Program 

Although its name resembles that of the federal Meals on Wheels 
Program administered under the Older Americans Act, the 
Meals-on-Wheels-America Program, sponsored by Seagrams and 
Bristol Myers, is actually a private sector initiative that has 
resulted in a private-public partnership. 

Just last year, the original New York City program was expanded 
to 20 cities. This year, 30 cities will participate. The only 
rural involvement has been in counties around Covington, Kentucky 
and Madison, Wisconsin. The people running the program feel that 
it is more cost-effective to provide services in densely 
populated areas, because of the economies of scale. 

Meals-on-Wheels-America piggybacks on the federal program 
administered by local area Agencies on Aging. When local 
communities do not have the resources to match their needs, they 
can submit a proposal to the program sponsored by Seagrams and 
Bristol Myers. The Meals-on-Wheels-America Program provides 
$5,000 in challenge grants to be matched by local fundraising 
efforts. Often $2,000 is provided for administration of the 
program. This past year, they received 150 proposals from 40 
states, including Hawaii and Alaska. 

Other breakfast speakers are: 

Commissioner Janet Sainer, New York City Department on Aging 

Dr. Joyce Berry, Acting Commissioner, Administration on Aging, 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Sam Brontman II, President, The Seagram Classics Wine Company, 
Joseph E. Seagram & Sons, Inc., Spokesman for Meals on Wheels 
America 

Ed Kushnie, Director of Sales Promotion, Bristol Myers Products 

Barbara Lepis, Director, Meals on Wheels America 
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DA'rl: 

)ose.pht.Sengrnm & Sons,:Jnc. 
1455 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N.W. •SUITE 600 

WASHINGTON. O.C. 20004 

FAX COVER. SHE!T 

May 30, 1989 

NO. o~ PAGIS INCLUDING COVEil s~ilT: 11 

FROM: Steve Koplan 
Office of Senator Dole 

MISIAOI: 
Betty: I sending you a copy of the Conference's 

agenda, press releaae, and a recent newsletter 
describing the work of the Meals On Wheels America 
program. I hope thle information is helpful. If you 
need additional materials, please call Rick Connor in 
my office st 638-3090. I really apprec~ate YQur 

assistance on this one. Thanks alotl 

'd 
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1 Av-a•-•• TUE 1~:21 LOEWS L~~NFANT PLAZA HTL. ,.. • 02 

Tht MEALl-ON.WJ.illl.9 AM!IUCA CONFEARNCE 
h .. Dttn fully undtrwrltt1n Dy 

JOHPH Ii. 8&ACS,.AM & SONS. tNC:. 

6 "d 

---
MEALS ON WHEELS AMERICA 

CONFEAENC! AGENDA 

MAY 30.JUNE 2, 1989 

LOEWS L'ENllANT PLAZA HOTEL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Carol Connell 
Aimee Weiss 
(21.2) 572-1168 

H!IALI ON WJIBELS AM!RICA Thr ee-Day National conference Schedule4 ~or May 31- June 2 in washinqton, o.c. 
10 New Participating cities To Be Name41 Innovative Proqram Manual to be unveile4 

America's "Aging Network" will convene at Loews L'Enfant Plaza 
Motel in the Nation's Capital, May 31 - June 2, 1989, to 
celebrate the nationally acclaimed MEALS ON WHE•Ls AMERICA 
program. MZALS ON WHEELS AM~RICA is the country's only 
public-private initiative dedicated to provi ding home delivered 
meals to frail, elderly American citizens. The program currently 
operates in 20 American c i ties. A list of these cities is 
attached. 

Th• three-day Washington conference is being underwritten by 
Joseph E. Seagram & Sons, Inc., one of two major sponsors of MEALS 
ON WHBSLS AMERICA along with Bristol-Myers Products. 

An opening press conference and breakfast is scheduled at 8:30 
a.m. on May 31 in the Loews L'Enfant Plaza Ballroom. According to 
Janet Sainer, Commissioner of the New York City Department for the 
Aging and the administrator of the MEALS ON WHEELS AMBRtCA 
proqram, the press c onference wil l feature Members of Congress, 

~ a NOS ~ w~~9~ 3 S WOd~ 
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Mayors, and local Program Directors representing the cities ••lected in 1988 to participate in MEALS ON WHEELS AMERICA. 

At the May 31 press conference, announcement will be made of the ten new MEALS ON WHEELS AMERICA cities which will receive start up tunds in 1989: Huntsville, AL; Little Rock, AR; Colorado Springs, CO; the state of Delaware; Boise, ID; St. Louis, MO; Cleveland, OH; Rochester, NY; Nashville, TN, and Madison, WI. 

A KSALI ON WHIELS AMERICA Program Manual describing the innovative projects and approaches developed by the twenty MEALS communities will be distributed during the conference. In one year, the first group of MEA~S ON WHEELS AMERICA cities raised more than $500,000 through the private sector to help fund elderly meal service. 

"The Program Manual" will make it possible for any community to replicate a supplemental meals delivery program, with private sector support augl'l\enting government money," said Barbara Lepis, director Of MEALS ON WHE!LS AMERICA. 

MBAL8 ON WHIELS I.MERICA grew out of the success of the New York citymeals-on-Wheels program established in 1981. In 1988, Seagram and Bristol-Myers provided initial seed money and on-site 
technical assistance to twenty selected communities. Each 
participating city is responsible for developing local private sector involvement and funding to help supplement home delivered meal funds tor the elderly. ### 
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1te& ·MJIAL8 ON WHBELS AMERICA CITIES 

Tucson, AZ 

Los Angeles, CA 

San Francisco, CA 

Clearwater, FLA 

Miami, FLA 

Atlanta, GA 

Chicago, IL 

Indianapolis, IN 

Des Moines, IA 

Covington, KY 

Baltimore, MO 

Braintree, MA 

Detroit, MI 

Columbus, OH 

Omaha, NB 

Columbia, Sc 

Portland, OR 

Knoxville , T~ 

Houston, TX 

San Antonio, TX 

1 . d Ja NOS ~ w~~9~3S WO~~ 
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* ~eala-On· Wheels 
unerica Delivered . . . 
i1is Thanksgiving for the first time. 
S,000 hot. holiday meals were delivered 
· lhe homebound elderly in twenty 
:irticipating MEAl..5-0N-WHEEL.5 
MERICA communities across the coun-
y Thousands of volunteers of all ages 
.~livered traditional holiday meals of 
•rkey, stuffing, cranberry sauce and 
t.1 mpkin pie before they themselves sat 
own to their own Thanksgiving dinners. 

Funds to provide for these meals 
·-ere raised in a variety of ways by the 
articipating communities with the help 
f the new national technical assistance 
rogram, MEAl.S-ON-WHEEL.5 AMER-
'.A, which is funded by Bristol-Myers 
roducts and Joseph E, Seagram 
Sons, Inc. 

Because government funds for 
'}me-delivered meals are limited and the 
umbers of elderly are increasing rapidly, 
1any concerned citizens are now work· 
1g to supplement these funds in order to 
rovide weekend, holiday or emergency 
;eals for the homebound elderly. Last 
iring, 20 communities from l 7 states 
!re selected from proposals submined • 
·r participation In the MEALS-ON-
1HEELS AMERICA program. The 20 
;,mmunltles Involved In MEALS-ON-
1HEELS AMERICA (a project of the New 
rk City Department for the Aging, 
todeled on the successful Cltymeals-on-
'heels program) have worked long and 
:trd to raise the funds that provided the 
5,000 home delivered meals. 

Not only did the communitie~ 
ind raise to provide holiday meals but, 
1ey made friendly visits, a valuable part 
' the holiday's delivery. Camp Fire Girls, 
mior citizen clubs, college students and 

A newsletter to 

share Information 

and ldeaa 

nationwide. 

Thank$giving meal d~livery and friendly visit. 

Checkered cab drivers took part in the 
vast and rewarcling job of distributing 
these festive meals, on time, piping hot, 
and with time to give for a personal chat 

For an added touch to the home-
delivered meals' package, one city's vol-
unteers made and included coasters; 
in another, children from a local day 
care center made greeting cards. Some 
sites included colorful place mats an<l 
table settings: a western city even 
included a fresh flower in a tiny gift 
vase-thoughtful touches to help 
brighten the day of the elderly. 

Commissioner Janet S. Sainer. of 
the New York City Department for the 
Aglng, noted, "the success of this very 
young program has been truly heartening 
as well as impressive. Since June 1988, 
these 20 communities have been ilble to 
raise funds for the Thanksgiving delivery, 
mobilize volunteers ancl provide tor the 
delivery of the meals" 

c_: 'd 

* 

* 

Volume 2 

Number 1 

Jaaoary 1989 

Challenge Grants .. . 
Met and Matched 
100% of the MEALS-ON-WHEELS 
AMERlCA participating communities 
have used great initiative, imagination 
and hard w to meet the $5,000 
matching grant offered to each 
MEAL.5 . 1ERICA site by 
Bristol-My e of fund-
raising plans wer ployed 
in each of the local co , 'es to attract 
the private/ public sector f needed 
for the corporate match. Volunteer 
service groups, small companies, local 
foundations , and individual citizens have 
been vital resources in the fund-raising 
efforts of these communities. 

Meals-On-Wheels Atlanta held a 
gala black tie dinner for 250 guests at the 
Ritz-Carlton Buckhead Hotel. "A Meal to 
Remember," with tickets priced at $125. 
and a long list of contributing patrons, 
raised close to $50,000 for home· 
delivered meals for the elderly. Every-
thing tor the sitdown gourmet dinner and 
the preceding reception was either con-
tributed on a pro bono basis or under-
wrirren by many generous Atlantans. 
Joseph £.Seagram & Sons, Inc, donated 
the wines and spirits. _ 

CrossRoads of Iowa received a 
favorable response to its proposal to the 
locally based Pioneer Hi-Bred Interna-
tional, Inc., which matched its challenge 
grant. Mayor Tom Bradley of Los Angeles 
wrote a letter to all city employees, simi· 
lar to what Mayor Koch has been doing 
annually in New York City, encouraging 
their support of the home.delivered 
meals program for the elderly, Many 
interested contributors helped meet the 
matching goaL 

Meals-On-Wheels of Central ~ary­
Conrinued on /XII(~ J 

~Q' N OS • W~~~~3S WO~~ 
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• MeaJa .. On·Wheels America 
National Notes .•• 
'lbetoa,Arizona 
Pima Council on Aalng 
Executive Director: Marian Lupu 
~pt'e$1ntative: Malcolm Reeves 
Tucson was the first of the MEAL.5-0N· WHEELS AMERICA communities to meet the match with a grant from a Phoenix 
based foundation. Pima Council success-
fully fund raises for its local project on its weekly television program as well. 

Lot Angeles, California 
City of Lot Angele• Department of Asing O.neral Manager: Faye Washlnaton 
Rtpresentat1ve: Mark Mlodovski 
Mayor Tom Bradley took part in the Thanksgiving delivery along with an 
enormous outpouring of community 
supporters for the Los Angeles program. The City Council presented certificates of appreciation to all participating volunteer deliverers. 

bn Fructaco, Callfomla 
\teals on Wheclt of San Francisco, Inc. ;!JCfJCUtive Dirtctor/Repruentatlve: 
l!chard Lipner 
\!though San Francisco has already met 
'!5 matching challenge grant, the program s actively involved in planning a major 
hefs' event for the spring of 1989 to 
ontinue to increase the number of sup-
1amental home-delivered meals. 

'ltarwater, Florida 
tlahborly Senior Servlcet 
iecutlve t>ltector: Frtc:lrlc: Buchholtz 
ipruentative: James Coward 
,mes Coward had great success with the 
arketlng of his holiday cards, He was 
1le to place them In over 130 
.:ations-senior centers, congregate 
ting sites and service dubs-where 
ey sold briskly. 

amt, Florida 
dllln!Foundationtor 
Jor Citizens' Services. Inc. 
x:utlve Dirtctor/Repmentatl~: 
tJinla L. Sol>e11 
rth Miami Foundation for Senior Citi· 
is' Services, Inc. participated in the 
1ual Thanksgiving parade. publicizing 

North Miami Foundation'$ parade entry. 
their involvement with the MEALS-ON. 
WHEELS AMERICA program-a first! 
Mayor Howard Nue took part in the "May· or's Work Days•· program at Disney World 
and donated his $ l .000 honorarium 
toward the matching challenge grant. 

Atlanta, Georgia 
Senior Citizen Services of Metro Atlanta, Inc. Executive Director: Ronald E. Allen, Sr. 
Representative: Beth Morgan 
Atlanta is already planning for next year's 
Meals-On-Wheels Atlanta fall fund-raising 
event. A select wine auction will be part of the evening, to be held in conjunction 
with the formal dinner. 

Chicago, llUnolt 
Oepartment on Aging and Disability 
COfJ\mi:l!ioner: Robert J. Ahrens 
Rep~ntative; Mary Lou Budnick 
Chicago's Mayor Eugene Sawyer issued 
an official proclamation announcing 
"ihanksgiving Day for Homebound 
Elderly in Chicago" and "urged all to join in the worthwhile efforts" of the Chicago 
Fund's Thanksgiving meal project. 

lndlanapolia, Indiana 
Central Indiana Council on Aging. lnc. Executive Director: Duane F.tienne 
Representative: David Carlson 
A major Mayoral press conference was 
called to kick off the Thanksgiving 
MEALS-ON-WHEELS AMERICA fund· 
raising efforts in Indianapolis. lndianapo· 
lis has successfully met its matching grant through direct mail, radio and television 
appeals to local residents. 

Dea Moines, Iowa 
CrossRoads of Iowa Area Agency on Aging, Inc. Executive Director: Dorothy F.. Holland Representative: Jim Dietz·Kilen 
Th-e Davis family of Des Moines, four 
generations strong, helped deliver 
Thanksgiving meals for CrossRoads of 
Iowa, some driving as far as forty miles 
round trip to be sure their homebound 
elderly received a hot, holiday dinner and friendly visit. 

Covington, Kentucky 
Senior Citizen& of Northern Kentucky 
Executive Director/Representative: Jack Nienaber Chris Collinsworth, star Cincinnati 
Bengals wide receiver, served as the 
Honorary Chairman of the city's fund-
raising efforts. He personally delivered 
several hot Thanksgiving meals to the 
homebound elderly in Covington. 

Baltimore, Maryland 
Meals on Wheels of Central Maryland, Inc. 
Interim Dtreclor: Francesca Bird 
Representative: Faye H. Carey 
Senior citizens and college students 
together took part in a Walkathon in 
several Maryland malls to help raise 
funds for the MEAl..S-QN.WHEELS 
AMERICA matching challenge grant. 
This intergenerational activity won strong local support for the program in 
Baltimore. 

Braintree, Musachuaetts 
South Shore Elder Services Inc. 
Executive Director: Susan M. Young 
Representative: Gena Leonard 
South Shore Elder Services held a well· attended reception called "Meals and Wheels" as a pre-opening to the Bayside Expo Center Exotic Car Show. The deli· 
cious buffet was contributed by Daka Inc . wines and spirits were donated by Joseph 
E. Seagram & Sons. Inc .. and all other 
expenses were underwritten by Rockland 
Trust. All funds raised that evening met 
the Bristol-Myers Products challenge 
grant. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 14 of 18



Detroit, MlchlglD 
Detroit Area Apncy on A&tns 
Executive Director: Paul Bridgewater 
R.epmtntatfve: Barbara Stevenaon 
Rosa Parks, civil rights advocate or many 
years, assisted with packaging Thanksglv· 
Ing meals for the homebound elderly in 
Detroit. She was also the chairperson of 
the holiday card campaign there, to help 
raise funds to supplement home. 
delivered meal$. 

Omaha, Net.rub 
Easltrn Nebruka Office on Aging 
Elalcutlve Director: Beverly Griffith 
Repm.nt1Uve1 8arbva 81ocker 
OmahaMeals-On-Whet!Is has been cho-
sen by a local television station, WOW, as 
!ti special project. WOW gave extensive 
cO'leraae to the Thanksgiving delivery, 
helped publicize Omaha's fund· raising 
activities, and promoted the holiday 
card sales. 

Colambu, Oblo 
Ute Care Alllance 
!ncutive Dlr.ctor: Unda S. Ferrell 
Representative: Palrkla Durbin 
"Media coverage of the Thanksgiving 
meal delivery generated the greatest 
benefits and attention ever for our pro-
gram In a short, concentrated period of 
time," commented Pat Durbin, Life Care 
Alliance representative to MEALS-ON· 
WHEELS AMERICA. 

Portland, Oregon 
Loaves and fishes Centers, Inc. 
Executive Director: Anne Kelly Feeney 
Representauve: Clair Sagiv 
For its Thanksgiving delivery to the 
homebound elderly, Loaves and Fishes 
had an attractive delivery package includ· 
ing a greeting tag and place setting 
designed and donated by a Portland ad 
agency. 'The Thanksgiving meals deliv-
ery;· said Clair Saglv, "has brought tre-
mendous response from the community 
to our project:' 

Columbia, South Carolina 
Council on Aging of the Midlands 
Executive Director: Fletcher SpiQner 
Representative: B1rny Park 
Council on Aging of the Midlands gave a 
rund-raising dinner auended by 50 con-
cerned citizens at a local restaurant, 
''Bones," which was followed by a lively 
auction. The restaurant donated the 
dinner, Seagrams Chateau and Estates 
Wines donated the wines and spirits, and 
even the piano player donated his time to 
help raise the funds needed to success-
fully meet the challenge grant. 

Knoxville, Thnneuee 
Knoxville·Knox County Community 
Action Committee 
Executive Director: L.T. Ross 
Representative: Barbara Monty 
Knoxville received a generous check to 
meet its match from White Lily F'oods 
Company, a flour producing company 
headquartered locally, which learned of 
the need for funds for home-delivered 
meals at a Chamber of Commerce 
luncheon. 

* 

Houston, Texas 
Hou$ton·Harri$ County Area Aeency on Agin11 
Executive Dirtetor: Dr. John Arradondo 
Representative1: Antoinette Samuel and 
Rafael Medrano 
Houston delivered over 2,000 Thanksgiv-
ing meals. Volunteers Mayor Kathryn J. 
Whitmire, the South Western Bell Pio-
neers (retired workers) and several police 
squad cars assisted in the delivery. One 
recipient confided to the volunteer deliv· 
erer that it was the first hot Thanksgiving 
meal she has had in over five years, the 
time she has been confined to her home. 

San Antonio, Texaa 
Christian Senior Services 
Executive Direetor: Mary Kaye Sawyer.Morse 
Representative: Geri Felios 
San Antonio was able to raise support for 
its Thanksgiving meal deliveries through 
local churches, which informed their 
parishioners of San Antonio's participation 
in the MEALS-ON-WHEELS AMERICA 
Project in their church bulletins. The 
response was overwhelming in 
contributions and volunteerism. 

Challenge Grants Continued trom page 1 

O. tor.) Tom Hyman, GeurQia General ManaQer, House of Seagram; Atlanta's Mayor Andrew YounQ; and 
Robert Maguire, Regional Manager. Bristol-Myers Producu: enjoying the Meal&-00-Wheels Atlanta fund· 
raising dinner. 

land raised its $5,000 1hrough donarions 
large and small from citizens who had 
learned through the local media of its 
participation in the ~EALS-ON·WHEELS 
AMERICA project. Thanks to the 
community·based Montgomery Street 
Foundation of the Crown Zellerback 
family, Meals-On-Wheels of San Francisco 
reached its matching challenge grant. 

v . d 

These are just some samples of 1he 
diverse ways the MEALS-ON-WHEELS 
A\fERlCA communities have successfully 
matched the $5,000 challenge grant 
offered by Bristol-Myers Products. These 
funds will help supplement the govern· 
ment meal programs already in place for 
the homebound elderly. 
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* Meals-On-Wheels 
Sends Its Best 
MEALS-ON-WHEEL.5 AMERICA provided 
5,000 copies of colorful holiday greeting 
cards to each of its 20 participating com· 
munities to sell locally; each card at the 
price of one home-delivered meal for the 
elderly. The card was designed pro bono 
exclusively for Cityrneals-on-Wheels of 
New York City and MEAL.5-0N-WHEEL..S 
AMERICA by Milton Glaser, with photog· 
raphy by Matthew Klein, and production 
by Merrill Lynch & Co. 

Marketing id~as and sal@s r@sults 
will be reported in the next issue of this 
newsletter. 

- "" .. 
A technical assistance project 
of the New York Cily 
Department for the A11in11, 
mocleled on Citymeals-on-Wheels. 
Funded by Bristol-Myers Products 
And Joseph !:'. . S.ogram & Sons. Inc. 

Director 
Barbara Lepis 

Editor 
Ginscr Pitman 

4 

* Nourishing the Network 
MEALS-ON-WHEELS AMERICA has been 
r@sponding to inquiries from the broader 
community through participation in 
conferences, meetings and workshops 
across the country. These meetings have 
provided opportuni ties to share informa· 
rion with the aging network about devel-
opment of the program and the many 
ideas generated by the MEAL..S-ON· 
WHEEL..S AMERICA communities . 

As a first effort, Barbara Lepis, 
Director of MEALS-ON·WHEEL.5 AMER-
ICA. and staff attended the National 
Council on Aging (NCOA) Annual Meet-
ing in Washington in April and spoke to 
those interested in participating in the 
technical assistance project . At the 
National Association of Area Agencies on 
Aging (N4A) Conference in New Orleans 
in July, Ms. Lepis-in cooperation with 
agency representatives from Central 
Indiana Council on Aging, Inc. of Indian-
apolis and South Shore Elder Services of 
Braintree, Massachusetts, both area agen· 
cies on aging-made a presentation on 
how to attract private sector support to 
service providers. 

A colorful booth at the Gerontolog-
ical Society of America Conference in San 
Francisco in November was manned by 
MEALS-ON-WHEELS AMERICA staff with 
the assistance of Mark Mlodovski and 
Richard Lipner of the Los Angeles and 
San Francisco MEALS·ON·WHEEL.5 
AMERICA programs. They answered 

LOOOI AN ''fJOA M<lN 
AVt\\pvo.19 08Z 

Barbara Lepls, Director, MEALS-ON-WHEELS 
AMERICA, matming the exhibition booth at the 
Gerontological Society of America Conference 
in San Francisco. 

questions about the new program, dlstrib· 
uted newsleners. brochures and tulip 
bulbs in bags emblazoned with "Planting 
Community Partnerships." B@fore attend. 
ing the conference, Lepis appeared at the 
California Regional Nutritional Meetings 
in a variety of locations and discussed 
fund-raising techniques. At the invita· 
ion of the National Association of Meal 
Programs for their meeting in St. Louis, 
Ms. Lepis conducted a half-day training 
intensive workshop on fund-raising for 
home-delivered meals for the elderly. 

These and several other informal 
occasions were excellent opportunities 
not only to help disseminate the la1est 
MEALS-ON-WHEELS AMERICA news hut 
to learn of local concerns for the horne· 
bound elderly. 
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:Jose:ph1: .. Sengrnm & Sons,~nc. 
EXECUTIV E OFFICES 

37 5 PA R K AVENUE . NE'.W YORK, NY !0152·0192 

April 17, 1~8~ 

The Honorable Mobert Dole 
United ~tates Senate 
Washington. U.C. 20510 

Uear senator Uole, 

1t has been one year since the launch of M~ALS UN Wtt~gLs 
AMcKlCA, the new national technical assistance program that supplements home delivered meals to the homebound elderly in twenty cities. The program is a partnership of government and 
the private ~ector: it was organized by The New York City 
Uepartment for the Aging with the financial assistance of Joseph ~. Seagram & ~ons, lnc. and Bristol - Myers Products . 

ln May l~ij~, we will call our twenty cities together to 
r e f l e c t on t he exp e r i en c es o·f t h e pa s t ye a r , to s ha r e 
information about program status and fundraising expectations and needs. Additionally, we w[ ll use the conference as an 
opportunity to announce the selection of ten additional 
cities to be included Within the MEALS UN WHeeLS AM~~lCA ~d.~ program. The conference will be entirely underwritten by fl...,.~/)~ Joseph E. Seagram & Sons , lnc. j/VV' 
1 know that you and your off ice have shown an av~d terest in MeALS ON WttccLS AME~1CA since its launch . 1 am ure that you will want to join us at Loews L'Enfan t Plaza on May 31 st 
for the openine press breakfast of the ~lKST ANNUA L MEALS UN 
WH~~L S AMMKl CA TK A!N!NG CUN fE K~NCc . 

S- : 3o 
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Your attendance is so meaningful to us that we have taken the 

opportunity to write you in advance of a formal conference 

agenda, so that you can make plans to be with us. 

You will have the opportunity to register your concern for 

the elderly of America as well as for the national 

significance of the program. 

Please respond directly to carol Connell at (212) 572-1168 

~incerely, 

~am Uronfman 11 
President, The Seagram Classics Wine company 
Joseph e. ~eagram & Sons, lnc. Spokesman 
for Meals on Wheels America 

TOTHL P. 03 

. ! 
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