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BUDGET 

0 THE BUDGET PACKAGE INCLUDES CUTS FOR AGRICULTUE OF ABOUT $1.9 

BILLION IN AN EFFORT TO REDUCE OVERALL BUDGET BY $25-$30 

BILLION FOR FISCAL YEAR 1990. 

0 IF THE NEW ADMINISTRATION AND CONGRESS DO NOT AGREE ON A 

DEFICIT REDUCTION PLAN, THE GRAMM-RUDMAN-HOLLINGS LAW WOULD 

TRIGGER AUTOMATIC ACROSS-THE-BOARD CUTS OF ABOUT 8.4 PERCENT 

STARTING IN OCTOBER OF 1989. 

0 OF THE $1.9 BILLION TARGETED FOR AGRICULTURE, ABOUT $1.3 

BILLION WOULD BE FROM "ACCOUNTING GIMMICKS" SUCH AS 

INCREASING ADVANCE DEFICIENCY PAYMENTS BY 10% AS ANNOUNCED 

TUESDAY. THIS WOULD GIVE FARMERS ABOUT $900 MILLION THIS 

YEAR, AND REDUCE NEXT YEAR'S OUTLAYS. 

0 IN ANY EVENT, SOME REAL CUTS MAY NEED TO BE MADE, BUT THE 

QUESTION IS HOW MUCH. 
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tJ.anited ~tete.s · ~rnatc 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

February 22, 1989 

Honorable Manuel Lujan 
Secretary of the Interior 
Department of the Interior 
1800 C Street, NW. · 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Manuel: 

I would take this opportunity to share with you my deep J 
concern (and strongest objections!!) about an OMB proposal to 
require states to pay half the cost of fighting forest fires 
that occur within their boundaries on federal lands. While I 
obviously share your desire to get the federal deficit under 
control, I believe there are far better and mer~ proper ways 
to accomplish this task than by promoting proposals that only 
serve to alienate the public and Congress. To say that your 
proposal to require states to shoulder half the costs of fire 
fighting is "a bad idea" is a gross understatement. 

The OMB and Interior Budget Off ices have suggested that 
half the total cost of fighting fires on federal lands be 
paid for by "across-the-board" deductions from federal 
royalty and timber sale receipts that are allocated to 
individual states. As you well know, the Federal Government 
currently pays for all of these fire fighting costs. There 
is no reason to discontinue the practice of requiring the 
Federal Government to pay for the costs of fighting fires 
that start and remain on federal lands. 

Frankly, I was dumfounded by the suggestion that fire 
fighting activities on federal lands be paid for by 
penalizing the states. If we have forest fires on state 
land, the state pays for that effort. If there are forest 
fires on federal land, it only is common sense that the 
Federal Government should pay these costs. Perhaps the 
analysts in the bowels of OMB have simply failed to research 
all the facts involved in federal forest fire activities. 
For instance, this past summer we witnessed devastating 
forest fires in the western United States in general and in 
particular, in Yellowstone Park. The fires in and around 
Yellowstone Park that occurred on federal lands were a sole 
result of the federal "let it burn" policy and the inability 
of federal land managers to recognize serious drought 
conditions. The fires this summer were a "man assisted" 
disaster and the Federal Government must shoulder the 
responsibility for these fires getting out of control. From 
the western states' point of view, it would be adding insult 
to injury to insinuate that the states should pay for 
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Manuel Lujan 
Page Two 

half the costs of managing forest fires that are the result 
of flawed federal land management practices. 

Beyond these concerns, it does not make any sense to 
require states to pay for any type of federal management 
activity on federal land. If this policy is instituted, 
where then would it stop? 

In the past, when the Wyoming Congressional Delegation 
has raised these concerns about federal land management 
decisions, we have been told that Yellowstone Park is a 
National Park or a related forest is a National Forest and it 
is not part of Wyoming. Now that the federal fire fighting 
costsare escalating, the Federal Government is· attempting to 
use the reverse argument. I find this development to be 
dull-witted and puzzling. Perhaps if Wyoming and other 
states must shoulder half the federal fire fighting costs, 
then should not the states perhaps also receive title to half 
the land in National Forests and National Parks within the 
states' boundaries? I do not know who is advising you on 
these fire fighting issues, but they sure as hell ought to be 
transferred to the expanse of Wonderful Wyoming in order to 
get a taste of the real world. 

What OMB is suggesting in the way of providing for fire 
fighting costs is nothing more than a bureaucratic shell game 
that will, in the final analysis, only alienate members of 
Congress and the general public. In addition, I was wholly 
surprised to see suggestions that mineral royalties should be 
used to "spread the burden across a larger universe." It is 
suggestions such as these that are capable of starting 
another "sagebrush rebellion." 

I would respectfully suggest that OMB and the Interior 
Budget Off ice withdraw and scuttle this ill-conceived 
proposal. As a congressional member, I would suggest that a 
more simple and honest approach be crafted by OMB and the 
Interior Department. It seems logical to me that fire 
fighting activities on federal land should be paid for by the 
Fecieral Governwent and that the agencies involved should 
simply approach Congress for the necessary appropriations. 
F...nd, if we are interested in reducing the deficit, we should 
discontinue the "let it burn" policy during years when 
droughts are so very evident. In addition, when forest fires 
do occur "naturally" during serious drought conditions, we 
should make all-out efforts to suppress and extinguish these 
fires ~arly in the season in order to keep the costs down. 
Additionally, federal agencies would be well advised to use 
prescribed burning to reduce the "fuel load" in order to 
restrain those costs in the future. The best way to keep 
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Manuel Lujan 
Page Three 

forest fire costs low is to prevent large fires from getting 
out of control in the first place. 

"" I trust you will give timely consideration to this 
request for withdrawal and elimination of the state cost 
sharing plan. 

With warm personal regards, 

AKS/bet 
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WYOMING MibITARY UPDATE 

MAJOR MILITARY BASE: F.E. Warren Air Force Base located in 
Cheyenne is the~rategic Missile" capital of U.S. nuclear 
forces. The missile wing located there contains both Minuteman : 
Ills and the Peacekeepers (MX) that are being deployed in 
existing silos. Eventually, the 50 funded Peacekeepers will be 
deployed here. 

ISSUES: Last year one of the Peacekeepers collapsed in its silo 
creating substantial damage. Several others were removed from 
their silos for inspection but have been subsequently redeployed. 
There may be some residual fallout from this incident. 

Additionally, there is a raging debate within the 
administration on the direction of strategic modernization 
whether to go with rail-mobile MX or Midgetman. Obviously, in a 
constrained budget environment, rail-mobile is the quickest, 
cheaper option. One most recent proposal is to take those MX in 
Wyoming silos and deploy them on rails. Stand by for news. 

P0SITION: Let's see what the administration and the Secretary of 
Defense proposes (Cheney, of course, should be quite familiar 
with the issue). Certainly we must go mobile with a system to 
ensure some degree of near-term survivability for our land-based 
forces. Any future option would surely involve F.E. Warren one 
way or another since it is a candidate for both rail-mobile MX 
and the Midgetman. 
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Cheney Urges 
.Bush to Bacli 
MX Rail Plan 
Midgetman Favo_r~d 
By Ifill Is Rejected 

By R. Jeffrey Smith 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

Secretary of Defense Richard B. 
Cheney has told President Bush he 
favors removing the nation's 50 
new MX nuclear missiles from silos 
and placing them on railroad cars to ; 
be shuttled around the countryside 
in a superpower crisis, senior ·U,S. 
officials said yesterday. 

Cheney has also told Bush he 
does not advise spending additional 
funds now to develop and deploy on 
trucks a smaller strategic; missile, . 
the so-called Midgetman, a. scheme 
with substantial support on Capitol 
Hill, the officials said. · 

Cheney met witli Bush and senior 
national security advisers yesterday 
to discuss the two land-based mis-
siles and the Defense Department's 
Strategic Defense Initiative before 
departing last night for a two-day 
meeting in Brussels with defense 
ministers from other North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization members. 

Bush made no decision at the 
meeting, · a senior official said last 
night. 

The selection of ·a deployment 
plan for U.S. land-based nuclear 
missiles has been billed by senior 
officials and Bush as one of the most 
important actions to be taken at the 
outset of his presidency. · 

Up fo $40 billion in Defense De-
partment expenditures duri_ng the 
next decade or so are at stake, and 
Bush has said a national consensus 
ori the issue is crucial to completion 
of a new strategic arms treaty with 
the Soviet Union. 

The Bush administration is 
scheduled to reveal its amendments 
to the Reagan defense ,buqget, in-
cluding its decision on" the land-
based missiles, on Monday when 
Cheney appears before Congress. 
Bush must trim $10 -billion" from 
planned military expenditures to 
meet spending targets. 
· By declining to support funding 

toward deployment of the Midget-
See WEAPONS, A6, Col. 4 . 

WEAPONS, From Al · _______ ..;..__ ______ __,... .... 
man, Cheney essentially .. embraced : 
the views .of the 'Reagan, adminis• -,: 
tration, which last year dir.e~ted . the 
program's termination by Oct. 1. 

But his position set the stage for 
a possible battle with some of 
Bush's close advisers, such as na-
tional security adviser Brent Scow-
croft, who ~ave strongly supported . 
the Midgetman. ' 

Rep. Les Aspin (D-Wis.) and Sen. 
1 Sam Nunn (D-Ga.), the respective. 

chairmen of the Hoµse_ and ~nate 
Armed Services committees; have 
also supported the Midgetman, and 
threatened to insist on its retention 
in the defense budget bill. 

During the presidential campaign 
last fall, Bush said that modernization 
of the land-based mi$sile force was 
one of his top priorities and that "the 
real choice ·now is to find a p0ssible 
mix between the two [missiles]." 

Gen. Larry D. Welch, the Air 
Force chief of staff, last month also 
embraced a plan to deplJy nuclear 
missiles aboard both trucks and rail-
road cars, but was publicly rebuked 
by Cheney for "free-lancing." 

A senior Defense Department of-
ficial; speaking on condition that he 
not be identified, explained Cheney's 
decision by saying that "those who 
claimed both missiles could be pur-
sued as a reasonable compromise 
just had not looked at the cost." 
~ The Air Force has said deploy-
ment of 50 of the 10-warhead MX 
missiles aboard railroad cars will cost 
$5.4 billion, while deployment of 500 
single-warhead Midgetman missile8 
aboard trucks will cost $23.55 bi!- ' 
lion. Another $10 billion to $15 bil-
lion would be required to staff and , 
maintain the missile-bearing trucks l 
and trains at various military bases. . 

Those who favor the single-war- · 
head Midgetman over the multiple-
warhead MX, including many con-
gressional Democrats, reason that 
its deployment .would diminish So-
viet interest in a preemptive attack, 
since the Soviets would theoretical-
ly have to expend at least two war-
heads to be sure of destroying each 
U.S. Midgetman warhead. 

The officials said Cheney appar-
ently considered, but rejected, trim-
ming the Midgetman .costs by plac-
ing two warheads atop each missile, 
and deploying half as many. Aspin 
and other Midgetman advocates 
have said this is acceptable, because 
the missiles' mobility would still 
make them unattractive targets. 
The senior defense official said 

RICHARD ~. CHENEY 
• .. departs for Brussels meeting 

Cheney "looked first · at the strate-
gic necessity !for the Midgetman 
and MX], next at the budget reality 
and only later at the [missiles' rel-
ative] political popularity." . 

Until Welch's recent expression 

of support for deplqying both mis-
siles, the Air Force backed only the 
MX railroad plan as the least expen-
sive method of obtaining missile 
mobility, an attribute the service's 
top 1eadership feels is largely un-
necessary to deter a Soviet attack. 
Consequently, it has been reluctant 

. to trim aircraft ·development and 
_, other traditional programs to fund 

the Midgetman. 
Some officials speculated yester~ 

day that if Cheney's approach is 
adopted, the Bush administration 
could confidently rely on Congress , 
to perform· the politically difficult 
task of cutting other programs to 
fund the Midgetman. 

The SDI ballistic missile defense 
program, funded at roughly $4 bil-
lion a year, is widely seen as a top 
candidate for such cuts, despite its 
continuing popularity among con-
servatives. The Joint Chiefs of Staff · 
have recommended continuing "ro-
bust research" on SDI, the least 
expensive of seven alternative op-
tions, the officials said. 
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To: Dole staff - ,, . IL __ Right to work 
From: Jo Sherman - Sa~s.o,.,) ~ 18 April 1989 

Right to work is generally a state issue, and Wyoming law 
guarantees that union membership may not be required as a condition of 
employment, and that no person may be prohibited from joining a union 

'-- as a condition of employment. 

The Taft-Hartley Act preserves the right to work nationally, 
providing in 29 U.S.C., sec. 157, that employees have the right to 
organize and join labor unions and "also have the right to refrain from 
any or all of such activities except to the extent that such right may 
be affected by an agreement requiring membership in a labor 
organization as a condition of employment" as authorized in section 
158. 

There are no legislative initiatives, according to the Labor 
Committee, which would federally abolish either state right to work 
laws or the federal provision. 

The construction industry labor amendments, which received a lot 
of attention in the 99th congress, would have affected pre-hire 
agreements and double-breasted companies engaged in construction. No 
bill has been introduced in the Senate this year, although Rep. Clay 
has introduced H.R. 931 in the House. 

The measures in previous congresses would have meant that 
repudiation of prehire agreements and double breasting (operation of 
dual shops) were in violation of the National Labor Relations Act 
(NLRA). In February 1987, the NLRB reversed its previous 
interpretation and held that Section 8(f) of the NLRA legally binds 
signatory construction industry employers to pre-hire agreements with 
unions until the agreements expire or until the covered employees vote 
to reject their representatives. 

This bill would amend the NLRA to provide that two or more 
business entities with common ownership or control, engaged in the same 
or similar work (in the construction industry), shall be deemed a 
single employer. It would apply the terms of a collective bargaining 
agreement with employees of any such business entity to all other 
business entities comprising the same employer within the geographical 
area covered by the agreement. 

Opponents of the legislation say it would impose an agreement and 
union on workers at various construction sites without permitting those 
workers to decide whether they want to be represented by a union; the 
unions exaggerate the difficulty of organizing open shop contractors; 
unions and employers sometimes include "union only" subcontracting as 
part of the prehire agreement; NLRB already has a rigid set of rules 
for operating dual shops; the bills would result in more employers 
going to open shop operations; and employers would lose the right to 
make a site-by-site determination of majority status. 

There is also fear that the bills would promote compulsory 
unionism. Collective bargaining agreements would be automatically 
applied by operation of law to open shop operations, so non-union 
construction workers would not have the f reedon to choose whether to be 
represented by a union, or by which union. Non-union construction 
workers might even have to seek job referrals through a union hiring 
hall, even in right-to-work states. 
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FYI ON CRAIG THOMAS CAMPAIGN/WYOMING 

4 19 89 

Craig Thomas entered the race as a perceived underdog. His 

opponent, Hudson bar owner and State legislator John Vinich, had come 

within a whisker of defeating Malcolm Wallop in 1988. The race is now 

perceived as being very close. 

The Democrats have had some success charging that the national 

Republican Congressional Committee is pulling the strings in the Thomas 

campaign. Vinich has run effective ads on this subject (note clips 

quoting Ed Rollins). 

Bob Dole is probably the only Republican of national stature who 

can campaign for Craig Thomas without giving new life to the "national 

control" issue. Thomas served as the Chairman of Senator Dole's 

presidential committee in Wyoming. It could therefore be presented 

that Dole is "returning a favor" and that Thomas has brought Dole to 

Wyoming on his own hook. 

This campaign has been characterized as a "nasty campaign". That 

is a trademark of any campaign involving John Vinich. His races for 

the state legislature had been dirty. His close race against Senator 

Wallop was decidedly nasty (Vinich accused Wallop of sleeping with 

motel maids) . 
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The Republicans have had good success with the "right to work" 

issue. It is an issue simply because of the kind of people that 

financially support John Vinich big labor. It can be said that it 

is not so much as "issue" as it is a "philosophy". 

In recent days the Thomas campaign has been winning the battle 

over media coverage. The Casper Star Tribune (Wyoming's largest 

newspaper) coverage of the campaign has a profound effect on statewide 

perceptions. Coverage of the most recent controversy over Thomas 

record on crime has weighed in Thomas' favor (note clips). 

The candidates had their first debate last Monday. Most observers 

give the nod to Craig Thomas. The major debate -- to be telecast 

statewide -- will be conducted Thusday night in Casper. 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

WALT RIKER 
Senator Dole 

GARY MALONEY ~ 
NRCC 

April 19, 1989 

BRIEFING/TALKING POINTS FOR SENATOR DOLE'S TRIP TO 
WYOMING FOR CRAIG THOMAS 

The Thomas-Vinich race is entering its crucial closing days, and 

if the pattern of last year's Senate race holds true, Democrat John 

Vinich has more rabbit punches to hit before next Wednesday's 

balloting. 

The Senator's visit may be pivotal, just as his sharp campaigning 

probably made the difference in the Melcher-Burns race just north in 

Montana. Thomas has chosen to stay on the positive; Vinich, a fat 

target for attack, needs to be punctured. Senator Simpson has 

softened up the target; now the stage is cleared for the master of 

political invective, Bob Dole. 

Vinich's negatives were at the 40% level by November 1988; they 

are in the mid-30s now. Republicans comprise 56% of the registered 

voters in the state; the main goal is to keep them from voting for 

Vinich. 

As you will see, there is no shortage of material: 

--- Vinich, now House Minority Leader and previously Minority 

Whip, has an embarrassing habit of falling asleep during important 

events. He was caught at it during the 1987 legislative session, and 

told an inquiring reporter, "I'm just checking my eyelids for holes." 

He was caught sleeping again in 1988 during the crucial 

Appropriations proceedings; a photographer snapped him dozing off. 

(The Thomas campaign has these photos; they were the subject of a 

brutal February article in the Casper Star Tribune, "Let a sleeping 

Vinich lie.") 

In January 1989, during Democratic Gov. Sullivan's State of the 

State address, Vinich again dozed off, viewed this time by the entire 

state electorate on TV! 

--- Vinich is the worst kind of union stooge. At one point during 

thwe 1988 campaign he said that, if elected to the Senate, "The first 

thing we'll see is that the National Labor Relations Board is 
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jailed." (Wyoming Eagle, 8/27/88). 

When polls showed Wallop's lead softening in October 1988, Big 
Labor PACs poured $151,700 into Vinich's campaign in the closing 
days. The total of Labor, liberal PAC and national Democrat dollars 
comprised more than 60% of Vinich's entire campaign spending during 
his Senate bid. They----aie heavily in his corner this time. 

Major contributors to Vinich included: 

o Teddy Kennedy's PAC, Fund for a Democratic Majority 
($1,000). (Kennedy is anathema to Wyomingites.) 

o The Seafarers Union. (Wyoming is far from any port.) 
o The International Ladies Garment Workers Union. (No 

clothing sweatshops in Wyoming.) 
o AFSCME and AFGE. (Wyoming is not a heavy-government 

state.) 

Vinich voted to repeal Wyoming's right-to-work law in 1977 -- Thomas 
has made this an issue in the race, while Vinich has called it a 
"dinosaur issue." 

In Sheridan, the local union hall is the Vinich campaign 
headquarters. (Thomas's campaign has a]?icture of it.) 

-- Vinich is a hypocrite on PACs and cmapaigning. He attacked 
Sen. Wallop for using "big Eastern PAC money to divert the attention 
from himself." (Casper Star Tribune, 10/ 7/88) 

He also sais, ''Wyoming's seat is not for sale" and "We're in 
danger of having this state go to the highest bidder." He says he 
supports limitations on PAC donations, then takes more than $150,000 
from Big Labor PACs! 

-- Vinich is a dirty campaigner. His consulting firm in this race 
against Wallop is Greer, Margolis of Washington D.C .. (Thomas has 
hired Gardner of San Francisco -- Dick Cheney's old firm.) Greer 
handled Mondale in 1984. 

Vinich has run a series of ads severely distorting Thomas's 
record in the Legislature. (Example: Vinich is attacking Thomas for 
voting against special fishing permits for some veterans.) 

The worst of these has put Vinich in a bind -- a 1986 bill which 
he misleadingly says would grant early release to some convicts. The 
facts are that the bill passed 28-2 in the Senate (Vinich was one of 
the two votes against), and 63-1 in the House (Thomas was for it). 
The bill was then signed into law by Democratic Gov. Ed Herschler. 

So bad is this ad that Herschler -- a political icon in the state 
has denounced Vinich for it. The Casper Star Tribune says that 

Vinich's campaign is "in the gutter" because he won't take the ad off 
the air. The attempt to paint Republican Thomas as another Dukakis 
has backfired. 
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--- Vinich's own record on crime bills is terrible. He has voted 
several times to weaken the penalties on drunk drivers and those 
whose licenses were suspended while DWI. Thomas voted for the \\... 
tougher sanctions. e>-' 

~~·~ 
Is it a surprise, then, that Vinich and his family own and ~~D~ ~ ~ 

operate a bar in Hudson, Wyo., where John Vinich himself tended bar ~· .. ·~ 
on many occasions? (Bartending was essentially his occupation before ~v 
being elected to the Legislature at age 24.) 

--- Vinich escaped the draft during the Vietnam Era (even as he 
attacks Thomas and Wallop on veterans issues). Thomas served for four 
years in the Marine Corps, and was discharged as a Captain. 

Vinich's account is that he reported for his induction physical, 
and was found to have flat feet -- 4-F. This, after a very active 
career in student athletics. (Rumors have abounded that he contrived 
to ruin his arches with a pair of wrecked boots.) 

Vinich supports gambling. He has specifically discussed the 
possibility of a "casino train" to carry gamblers across the state, 
stopping in various towns to allow riders to spend their winnings. 
(Rock Springs Rocket Miner, 5/12/88). 

Vinich also backed a state lottery; Thomas and a majority of the 
Legislature opposed it, and it has never come to a vote in the 
initiative. 

# 

(See attachments.) 
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April 10, 1989 

MEMORANDUM 

RE: COMPARING VINICH AND THOMAS 

MILITARY/DEFENSE/ 
FOREIGN POLICY 

Service 

SDI 

Defense Spending 

Aid to Contras 
and other 
freedom fighters 

General Comment 

Vinich 

Claims flat feet cost 
him service in Vietnam 
era (after star athletic 
career). Never served. 

Opposes. "One little mal-
function, one little mistake 
could mean the destruction 
of the world ... " (Casper 
Star Tribune, 7/ 6/ 88). 

Supports major cuts. Wants 
to dismantle nuclear forces, 
replace with conventional. 

Opposes. 

Attacked Reagan on USS 
Vincennes shootdown of Iranian 
airliner. Vinich said Reagan's 
policy is "turning this country 
into a worldwide police force." 
(Casper Star-Tribune, 7/ 6/ 88) 

Thomas 

4 years, USMC 
Discharged Captain 

Supports research, 
will deploy if 
feasible. 

Opposes large cuts. 
Supports Reagan-
Bush buildup. 

Supports. 
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SOCIAL ISSUES 

Abortion 

Abortion Funding 

Decriminalization 
of Marijuana 

ERA 

Prayer in school 

Death Penalty 

Gun control 

AK-47 / semi-auto 
ban 

Vouchers 

Gambling 

-2-

Vinich 

Says he is personally opposed 
to abortion, but cannot force 
views on others. 

Voted against it in State 
Legislature. 

Called it a "state's rights 
issue." 

Supports. 

Opposed. 

Apparently supports. Voted 
for bill to mandate death 
penalty for first-degree 
killers, 1988. 

Opposed. 

Opposed. 

Opposes. 

Supports. Suggested the 
possibility of a "casino 
train" that might carry rail 
passengers across Wyoming, 
allowing them to gamble as 
they trundle across the state 
-- and to stop at points along 
the way. (Rock Springs Rocket 
Miner, 5/ 12/ 88) 

Thomas 

Opposes abortion 
in all cases except 
rape, incest & life 
of the mother. 

Voted against it in 
State Legislature. 

Opposed. 

Opposes, calls it 
"unnecessary." 

Supports voluntary 
prayer and moment 
of silence. 

Supports. Voted for 
death penalty for 
first-degree 
murderers, 1988. 

Opposed. 

Opposed. Wrote to 
Bush in early April 
to disagree with 
his actions. 

Opposes. 

Opposes. 
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Lottery 

ECONOMIC ISSUES: 

Tax Increases 

Value-Added Tax 

Oil Import Tax 

Balanced Budget 
Amendment 

Line-Item Veto 

Cap on Income 
by Social 
Security 
Recipients 

-3-

Vinich 

Supports. Voted for allowing 
lottery initiative, 1987. 

Vague and weak rhetorical 
opposition. Refused to sign 
Tax Pledge in 1988 Senate 
campaign. 

Would consider. 

Has flip-flopped on issue. 
Once strongly for it, then 
criticized its regressiveness, 
now says it has merits. 

Opposes. Voted to rescind 
constitutional convention 
call. Said he would oppose 
because it could set a trap 
for the future in case of 
war. (Wyoming State Tribune, 
8/10/ 88) 

Opposes, because he believes 
elected representatives should 
"roll up their sleeves and go 
to work" to make the necessary 
cuts to balance the federal 
budget." (Casper Star Tribune, 
10/ 12/ 88). 

Supports. "Although this would 
benefit some seniors, it would 
severely drain the trust fund 
for the benefit of those whose 
need is the least ... I support 
retaining the earnings cap." 
(Solution for Seniors, 2/ 88) 

Thomas 

Opposes. Voted 
against allowing 
lottery initiative, 
1988. 

Opposed. "We've got 
a long way to go 
with spending cuts 
before even men-
tioning the word 
'tax.'" Will take 
tax pledge. 

Opposes. 

Supports, but 
doesn't think it 
can pass. 

Supports. 

Supports. 

Opposes. 
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General Comments 

LABOR ISSUES: 

Right to Work 

Comparable Worth 

Mandated health 
benefits 

Mandated leave 

Plant-closing bill 

Davis-Bacon 

Minimum Wage 

-4-

Vinich Thomas 

Refers to "the failed economic Supports Reagan-
policies of this Administration." Buch economic 
(Vinich Issues Overview, 4/ 88) program. 

The U.S. is "an economically 
dependent wimp" because of weak 
trade policies, the lack of a 
national energy policy and the 
size of the national debt. 
(Billings Gazette, 4/ 25 / 88) 

Opposes. Voted for repeal of 
Wyoming right-to-work law in 
1977. 

Supports. 

Supports. "There would have 
to be exceptions made for 
the small employer, but large 
corporations should provide 
some assistance." (Sheridan 
Press, 9/ 27 / 88) 

Supports. Called it part of 
"Wyoming's agenda" (Casper 
Star Tribune, 10/ 28 / 88) 

Supports. 

Supports. Voted to maintain 
definition leading to higher 
prevailing wage. 

Supports Kennedy hike ($4.65) 
Voted for higher state minimum 
wage. 

Supports. Has made 
Right to Work a 
major issue in his 
campaign. 

Opposes. 

Opposes. Also 
opposes mandated 
leave. 

Opposes. 

Opposes. 

Opposes. Voted to 
weaken "prevailing 
wage" level in 
Legislature. 

Supports Bush 
proposal ($4.25) 
plus training 
wage. Voted against 
higher state 
minimum wage. 
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Labor Support 

Other Labor Issues 

General Comments 

-5-

Vinich 

Received $151,700 from Big 
Labor PACs during 1988 cam-
paign. Also took money from 
Kennedy, Cranston and 
Inouye PACs. 

If elected, Vinich said, 
"The first thing we will see 
is that the National Labor 
Relations Board is jailed." 
(Wyoming Eagle, 8/ 27 / 88) 

OTHER WEAKNESSES 

Hypocrisy on PACs: 

Thomas 

Would allow double 
breasting; opposed 
to IRS Section 89; 
supports polygraph 
ban. 

-- "We're in danger of having this state go to the highest bidder . 
. If elected, I will support limitations on PAC donations." (UPI, 

10/ 10/ 87) 

Vinich attacked Wallop for using "big Eastern PAC money to 
divert the attention from himself." (Casper Star Tribune, 10/ 7/ 88) 

"Wyoming's seat is not for sale, the state is not for sale, and 
America's not for sale." (Sheridan Press, 10/ 3/ 88) 

-- Vinich accepted $151,000 in money from Big Labor PACs in his 
1988 Senate campaign. He also received more than $50,000 from liberal 
PACs, included $1,000 from Teddy Kennedy's Fund for a Democratic 
Majority. 

Hypocrisy on campaigning: 

-- Vinich pledged to wage a ''people's campaign" supported by 
Wyoming dollars, 3,000 volunteers and no outside consultants or 
pollsters. (Casper Star Tribune, 8/ 27 / 88) 
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-- Besides accepting a huge amount of Big Labor PAC dollars from 
outside Wyoming, Vinich currently owes more than $120,000 to his 
outside consultant from last year's Senate race (Greer, Margolis of 
Washington D.C.). 

Hypocrisy on non-Wyoming outside assistance: 

-- Vinich has attacked Thomas for allegedly allowing the NRCC to 
''take over" his campaign. Ads have run in Wyoming in the past week 
saying that Thomas is no longer in control of his own bid. 

At least three DCCC staffers and consultants have been working 
full-time in Wyoming. One (Fred Yang) was even pictured and so 
identified in a Caspar Star Tribune story during the week of April 3. 
In addition, Vinich campaign manager Rodger McDaniel tried to cover up 
the fact that, when Vinich suffered an automobile accident on the night 
of April 8, DCCC staffer Glen Campbell was in the car. (McDaniel told 
AP that only two people were in the car, which contradicts the police 
report that says three were in the Vinich car, Campbell included.) 

Sleeping during Legislative sessions: 

-- Vinich is known for falling asleep during legislative sessions, 
important hearings -- even the Democratic governor's State of the State 
address earlier this year! 

# 
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In 1987, John Vinich way you finance your campaign 
says as much of what you stand for as the words you say." 
(Casper Star Tribune, 10-10-87) 
At about the same time, Vinich said, " ... once you start taking 
major contributions from major organizations, you probably end 
up owing those people something down the road." (Star Tribune, 
10-04-87) 
Almost 60% of Vinich' 1988 receipts in the last campaign came 
from the National Democrat party and PACs -- nearly all of that 
from Big Labor and liberal special interest groups. 
The contributions received for his 1988 Senatorial bid say much 
about John Vinich, and who he, by his own words, now owes 
something to. 
Here is a partial list of John Vinich' supporters from the 1988 
campaign. A brief examination of this list reveals that Vinich 
must be a very liberal politician. 

LABOR MONEY: 
United Food & Commercial workers Active Ballot 
United Steelworkers of America 
AFL-CIO COPE 
Letter carriers 
Amer. Fed. of State, County and Municipal Emps. 
Teamsters -- Drive PAC 
National Education Association 
Carpenters' Legislative Improvement Comm. 
Communications Workers COPE 
Sheet Metal Workers International 
Laborers' Political League 
American Federation of Teachers 
American Postal Workers 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
United Auto workers 
Machinists NPAL 
United Cork, Rubber Lindleum & Plastic Workers 
Seafarers 

·united Mineworkers of America 
Ironworkers Political Action League 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers 
Transportation Political Educ. League 
Transportation Communication Union - Resp. Cit. 
National Rural Letter carriers Association 
Assoc. of Journeymen & Apprentices - Plumbing 
International LAdies Garment workers Union 
Amalgamated Clothing and Textile workers 
Longshoreman's & Warehouseman's Union 
American Federation of Government Employees 
Electronic, Elec., Tech, Salaried and Machine 
Oil, Chemical & Atomic workers 
Plasterers and Cement Masons 
Maintenance of Way Political League 
International Chemical Workers Union 

LABOR TOTAL 

$10,000 
$10,000 
$10,000 
$10,000 
$10,000 
$10,000 
$10,000 

7,500 
5,750 
5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
5,000 

$ 5,000 
$ 5,000 
$ 5,000 
$ 5,000 
$ 5,000 
$ 3,500 
$ 3,000 
$ 2,500 
$ 2,000 
$ 2,000 
$ 2,000 
$ 2,000 
$ 1,000 
$ 1,000 
$ 1,000 
$ 1,000 
$ 750 
$ 500 
$ 500 

$
$ 500 

200 

$151,700 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 69 of 84



WHO FUNDS VINICH? 
Page 2 

LIBERAL SPECIAL INTERESTS: 
American Trial Lawyers 
Nat'l. Committee for an Effective Congress 

(RNCEC ... provides liberal candidates ... with 

2,000 
4,996 

financial 
support and technical campaign assistance.w - Almanac of 
Federal PACs, 1988) 

Council for a Livable World $ 5,000 
(RThe Council was founded •.. to support a ban on future 
nuclear weapons development.w - Almanac of Federal PACs, 
1988) 

Sierra Club 500 
Democrats for the 80's 5,000 
Committee for a Democratic Consensus 10,000 

(Affiliated with Sen. Alan Cranston (D-CA). 1986 Americans 
for Democratic Action wLiberal Ratingw: 95 out of 100. 
1986 U.S. Chamber of Commerce Rating: 32 out of 100.) 

Senate Majority Fund $10,000 
(Affiliated with Sen. Daniel Inouye (D-HI), who chaired the 
Congressional Iran-Contra proceedings. 1986 AFL-CIO 
rating: 100. ADA rating: 90.) 

Democratic Candidate Fund $ 2,500 
(Affiliated with former Speaker of the House Tip O'Neill, 
one of the most liberal House speakers in American history.) 

Independent Action, Inc. $ 4,000 
(RThis PAC was established by several liberal Democratic 
House members, including Reps. Morris Udall (D-AZ) and 
Patricia Schroeder (D-CO).w -- Almanac of Federal PACs, 
1988.) 

Fund for a Democratic Majority 
(Affiliated with Sen. Edward RTedw Kennedy 

Sane/Freeze PAC 
(supports Relimination of nulcear weaponsw 
Federal PACs, 1988.) 

$ 1,000 
(D-MA).) 

$ 1,000 
-- Almanac of 

Friends of Albert Gore, Jr. $ 1,000 
(Sen. Gore's (D-TN) 1986 ADA rating: 70. His 1986 Chamber 
rating: 32.) 

Riegle for Senate Committee $ 1,000 
(Sen Don Riegle (D-MI). 1986 ADA rating: 95. 1986 Chamber 
rating: 26.) 

DSCC: 
The Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee, chaired by 
Senator John Kerry of Massachusetts (1986 ADA rating: 90), gave 
Vinich $78,522 in direct and coordinated monies. 
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OTHER OBLIGATIONS: 
In spite of all this money from all these liberal groups, 
Vinich still had more than $130,000 in campaign debts and 
obligations as of the January 31 FEC report. No wonder Vinich 
is opposed to a National Balanced Budget Amendment (reported in 
Wyoming State Tribune, 8-10-88). His debts: 

Greer Margolis Mitchell & Associates 
(Advertising) 

Bob Bullock 
(Contract Salary) 

Moutain States Litho 
(Printing) 

$129,209.61 

$ 1,000.00 

$ 1,408.76 
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The information contained in these materials is as accurate as we 
can make it. It has been compiled from the Journals of the Wyoming 
State Senate and House of Representatives for 1975-1988 and from 
newspaper clippings. It was prepared by the Wallop Senate Drive in 
1988, in conjunction with the Wyoming State Party. The materials 
were prepared in September of 1988. 

THE VlNICH RECORD 

I. Background 

John Vinich is 38 years old. He is a native of Hudson, 
Wyoming. John graduated from the University of Wyoming in the early 
1970s with a bachelor's degree in social work. John worked for a 
short ti me in Casper as a social worker with Big Brothers before 
returning to Hudson to join the family business. The Vinich's have 
been long-time owners of the Union Bar, and also purchased the El 
Toro Restaurant last year. There has been no public information 
available to date concerning whether Vinich ever served in the 
military. 

The Vinich family has been involved in wyoming Democratic 
politics for many years. John's father Mike ran for the U.S. 
Senate in 1972 and was defeated by incumbent Cliff Hansen. Mike 
Vinich currently hairs the Wyoming Employment Security Commission. 

John Vinich began his 14-year legislative career at age 24 when 
he was elected to the wyoming House of Representatives as a member 
of Fremont County's delegation. In 1982 he was elected to the State 
Senate by a tight margin of 200 votes, · or 50.8 percent. (1983 
Wyoming Official Directory) It was the only time he had faced a 
Republican candidate in a head-to-head race, rather than as a slate 
of candidates. He was re-elected in 1986. 

Vinich currently serves as Minority whip for the Democratic 
Party in the State Senate. He is a member of the Appropriations 
Committee, the Rules and Procedures Committee, and the Select water 
Oversight Committee. Past committee assignments include Revenue; 
Judiciary; Travel, Recreation and Wildlife; and Corporations, 
Elections and Political Subdivisions. 

II. Issue Positions 

AGRICULTURE 
Vinich claims to have one of the best records in the Legislature 
for agriculture. (Wyoming Eagle, 8-20-88) He sponsored a 
measure that became law in 1982 providing for deferrment of 
repayment in cases of emergency for loans from the farm loan 
board. (Journals of Wyoming State Legi~: lature, 1982 H.B. 94) It 

his onl successful bill dealing with agriculture in all hi_s 
14 years ~legislator. c-
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BUDGET 
Vinich points to his ability to balance the budget as a state 
legislator, (Vinich campaign brochures} but the Wyoming State 
Constitution requires it. He had no choice. Despit e the 
requirement's success in Wyoming, Vinich does not support a 
balanced budget amendment to the United States Constitut i on. 
(WYoming State Tribune, 8-10-88}. He als o voted against a 
resolution last year supporting Presidential authority for a 
line-item vet o . (1987 S.J.R. 4, pg. 405 Senate J o urn a l) 
Vinich refuses a pledge to never vote for a tax increase (C as per 
Star Tribune, 8-7-88), and says he would c o nsider a n a ti o nal 
lottery to ra i se addition a 1 revenues fo r the gove rnme nt. 
(Casper Star Tribune, 8-7-88} 

BUSINESS 
Vinich sponsored a bill last year requiring Wyoming busine s ses 
to give 90 days notice to employees affected by reductions in 
force or wo rkp 1 ace closure. The bi 11 . would have f o reed 
businesses to provide severance pay and other extensive benefits 
to the affected workers. (1987 S.F. 167, pg. 244, have bill} 
He also advocates increasing the minimum wage (August Liberty 
Bell}. Vinich seems to favor the expensive liberal agenda of 
government-mandated pa renta 1 leave, child ca re, and hea 1th 
benefits. (August Liberty Bell, Wyoming Eagle, 8-5-88} 

CRIME ftl 1/)0 
Vinich voted against a law allowing the use of vide o tape d 
depositions for children involved in violent felonies, incesl or 
sexual assault cases. (Journals of the Wyoming S tate 
Legislature, pg. 160, 1987 S.F. 111) He voted against a bil l 
allowing that convicted d e fendants could be ordered to pay c o sls 
of prosecution. (pg. 135, 1987 S.F. 93} He voted against a b i 1 1 
allowing prisoners in Wyoming penal in s titutions to be empJ o ycd 
for the benefit of the state. (pg. 130, 1987 S.F. 90} He 
voted a g a i n s s t i f f e r en a 1 t i es f o r 1 e caught d r i v i n w h il'e 
t e1r license was under suspension (1985 S. , pg. O}. _Ji.£ 
vo ed against a rneasure---si:r-e1'f0£1len · rocedu res for te sti ng 
drivers un er e influence of alcohol (1985 H.B . 34 , pg. 5 , 
and against int~a__l~l placing a surcha r g e o n 
g~o-ru_._ n_y 1c_te.Q. _of d~:J_ving under _the --rnfluence - --io --u~ 
victims' compensation - (1986 S.F. 67). -

DEFENSE AND FOREIGN POLICY 
The Casper Star Tribune reported that Vinich gives org anized 
labor credit for keeping America free from Communism by wi nnin g 
benefits that workers in other countries could only rece ived b y 
toppling their governments. (Casper Star Tribune, 8 -7-88 ) 
Vinich has expressed strong reservations abou , the St ral 8 g i c 
Defense Initiative and thinks it would be dange r ous to g o ah c,·1d 
with the portions of it that could be deployed immedi a l c ly . 
(June Liberty Bell, etc.} He opposes further military a i d t o Lh c 
Contras in Central America and thinks America under P r es id t· r1l 
Reagan has been trying to become a "worldwide police f .1 r 1·1·. 
(Cas~er Star Tribune, 8-7-88, April Student Union speech, e t 1·.) 
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DRUGS r-' /fl~ fr. ·-r· Vllj 
When asked whether mar1Juana 
bothered to say was that it was 
Student Union speech) 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

should be 
"a states' 

legalized all 
rights issue." 

Vinich 
(April 

Vinich has placed a lot of emphasis on jobs during his campaign, 
promising to "bring our kids back home" to Wyoming. However, he 
has no t offered any solid explanations of how he will acc ompli s h 
this. His suggesti o ns to date have included establishing a 
casino train tour of Wyoming, harvesting the Bridger-Teto n 
Slowdown with hand tools, (Casper Star Tribune, 4 - 27-88) 
reinstating the government's Depression- era Civilian 
Conservation Corps (wyoming State Tribune, 8-10-88), and 
charging tourists to view ceremonial buffalo hunts on the Wind 
River Indian Reservation. (April Student Union Speech) 

ECONOMY 
Vinich said the United States has become an "economically 
dependent wimp." (Billings Gazette, 4-25-88) He also think s 
Reaganomics have been a disaster for the country. (Vinich 
issues overview, 4-88) Vinich sponsored a resolution four 
different times in the Legislature calling for strict, 
protectionist tariffs on imported goods but it never passed. 
(1987 SJR 2, 1986 SJR 10, 1985 SJR 5, 1983 SJR 3) In 198; ~e was 
named Wyoming's "Worst Legislator" by th8 wv Co~_i_ t7i7 ----:---- -Business3nd Industry_, a_ g_roup made up of the WY Stock Growers 
Association, the Petroleum As s ociation of WY, the WY Wool 
Growers Association, the WY Mining Association, th e WY Far rn 
Bureau Federation and the Associated General Conlrac t o rs of 
Wyoming. (United Press International, 4-4-84) 

ENERGY 
Vinich talks about the need for a national energy policy an d 
says that Wyoming is being held hostage to the price of an OPEC 
barrel of oil. But a look at Vinich's legislative record 
reveals that he has . been anything but a friend to the energy 
industry. None of his bills which became law during the first 
12 years of his legislative career were designed to benefit the 
industry and its jobs. (Journals of the wyoming State Journal) 
Instead, he repeatedly tried to add and increase energy taxes, 
was not favorable to energy development, and made no attempts to 
bolster the industry when the first signs of trouble became 
apparent. He even tried to tax electrical energy five time s . 
(1981 H.B. 461, 1979 H.B. 461, 1978 H.B. 40, 1977 H.B. 178, 
1976 H.B. 31) Vinich voted against a 1985 bill exempting 
production from severance taxes for the first two years fr om 
wildcat oil and gas wells. He called the bill a "gift' to o il 
companies. (WY Eagle, 2-15-85, H.B. 320) Now Vinich says he 
would help the oil and and gas industry by supporting si mil a r 
tax incentives to get these same independent p reducers b ack in 
the field (Uinta County Herald, 6-29-88). In additi o n, he 
suggests strict quotas on imported oil (Powell Tribun e , 
7-21-88). Vinich is also a fan of developing alternative e nergy 
sources. 
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ENVIRONMENT 
Vinich has repeatedly criticized the Wyoming delegation for not 
"micro-managing" National Park & Forest policy decisions 
(Riverton Ranger, 8-2-88). It follows that "micro-managing" is 
what John Vinich has in mind for himself if he becomes a U.S. 
Senator. Vinich's position on the reintroduction of wolves into 
Yellowstone National Park is uncle0r. The Casper Star Tribune 
reported that he was firmly opposed to wo l f reintroduction, 
(Casper Star Tribune, 8-9-88) but Vinich has also said he 
supports an environmental impact statement on wolf 
reintroduction. {Vinich issues overview, 4-88) Vinich thinks e 
timber blowdown in the Bridger-Teton Wilderness should be 
harvested using hand tools and horses. 

SOCIAL ISSUES 
Vinich consistently supports funding increases for social 
programs. There is no reason to suppose he would stray from 
big-spending ways as a U.S. Senator. For example, he said he 
favors a universal health care program. {Wyoming Eagle, 8-5-88) 
Such a program as proposed by Teddy Kennedy or Michael 
Dukakis -- will cost the American taxpayer billions of extra 
dollars annually and will serve to increase the government's 
mandated role in our daily lives. Vinich' s record for seniors 
is not spotless last year he was the only state senator 
voting against a bill providing that spouses of deceased 
retirees can continue receiving the retirement benefits they are 
entitled to even if they remarry. (1987 H.B. 68, pg. 146) 

UNIONS 
Vinich has long been committed to the labo r unions' Nu mber One 
priority repealing Wyoming's right-to-work law. (August 
Liberty Bell) This law has been credited with attracting jobs 
and millions of dollars into Wyoming. (Casper Star Tribune, 
7-20- 88) Vinich quickly jumped to the union side of the picket 
line when the Decker Coal strike in Sheridan began. (Casper 
Star Tribune, 11-24-88) He called for a full-scale investig t ion 
of the National Labor Relations Board (Casper Star Tribune, 
4-21-88) and said he would introduce legislation putting the 
NLRB on a "fast track." {Sheridan Press, 5-6-88) He recently 
said the first item on his agenda, should he be elected to the 
U.S. Senate, is to jail the members of the National Labor 
Relations Board because of the situation. (Wyoming Eagle, 
8-27-88) 

URANIUM 
while John Vinich has not hesitated to mourn the loss of jobs in 
the uranium industry during this campaign and blame others, the 
record shows that in the early years of his legislative caree r 
he did not take the initiative to prevent it from happening. 
Despite uranium's importance to Fremont County, Vinich mad e 
efforts to raise mineral severance taxes. (Journals of th e 
Wyoming State Legislature) He voted against introducing a 198 2 
attempt to lower uranium taxes. {1982 H.B. 95, pg. 147) 
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III. Non-Policy Matters 

CAMPAIGN FINANCING 
John Vinich raised about $95,000 for his Senate primary (FEC 
reports). (NOTE: for more information on the financing of his 
Senate campaign, see the document, "Who Funds John Vinich?") He 

began his general election campaign about $40,000 in the red, 
including a $20,000 debt to his advertising agency. (Riverton 

Ranger, 8-29-88} Vinich has said "The way you finance your 

campaign says as much of what you stand for as the words y o u 

say." (Casper Star Tribune, 10-10-87) Vinich has also said he 

would not seek money from the Democratic National Committee and 

thinks "one you start taking major contributions from major 

organizations, you probably end up owing those people something 

down the road." (Casper Star Tribune, 10-4-87) 

EFFECTIVENESS 
Former Democratic Gov. Ed Herschler characterized Vinich as 

ineffective, and said his legislative record was not a great one 

to be running on because many of his bills were for special 

interests and some were introduced simply to create 

controversy. He expressed his concern that Vinich would do the 
same thing in Washington. Herschler said Vinich "didn't get the 

job done." (Casper Star Tribune, 8-12-88) A former Fremont 

County legislative colleague called Vinich "irresponsible and 

ineffective," and said if "M~. Vinich were so effective he would 

get more bills passed down here." (Bruce McMillan, Wyoming State 

Journal, 2-26-79) Vinich has ackn,owledged his personality 

clashes with other legislators contributed to his inability to 

get his bills even considered. He even went so far as to call 

former House Speaker Warren Morton an "old buffalo." (Casper 

Star Tribune, 8-9-88) Several of these incidents involved his 

fellow Fremont County legislators. One such clash led to a 

colleague saying of Vinich, "You don't get in a urinating 

contest with a skunk because then you smell as bad as he does." 

(Gary Jennings, Wyoming State Journal, 2-26-87) 

POLITICAL LABELS 
Vinich has long been considered one of Wyoming's true liberals. 

Paul Krza of the Casper Star-Tribune named him John "Liberal" 

Vinich, (Casper Star Tribune,) and asked in a recent column if 

Wyoming could actually tolerate such a liberal Democrat as its 

U.S. Senator (Casper Star Tribune, 8-19-88). Scott Farris of 
the Star-Tribune said "state and national Democratic leaders 

believe Vinich is not their best candidate because he is 

perceived as a liberal." (Casper Star Tribune, 7- 22-88} Farris 

also mentioned that Vinich has been "labeled as one of Wyoming's 

few true liberals in the Legislature." (Casper Star Tribune, 

8-9-88) And Congressional Quarterly described Vinich as a 

"liberal, pro-labor Democrat." Vinich has been fond of calling 

himself a "populist." A former Fremont County legislative 

colleague once said "John Vinich is a populist. He votes the 

popular mode of the day and he doesn't have the ability to b ac k 

it up." (Bruce McMillan, Wyoming State Journal, 2-26-79) 
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MEMO TO: Senator Dole 307-£172 .. 33z_v 
FROM: Craig Thomas for Congress Campaign Wyoming 
DATE: April 19 1 1989 ' 
************************************************** 
RE: TALKING POINTS FOR wYOMING VISIT 
************************************************** 

Craig Thomas is a three-term State Representative from Casper. 
He is running as a 11 Wyoming conservative" to continue Dick 
Cheney's leadership for Wyoming and the Nation. 

Key issue areas dividing the candidates and which can be 
addressed follow. We welcome your comments on any of these 
topics, but most especially on: 

(1) Agriculture -- Thomas is qualified, Vinich is not, 
(2) Thomas is guaranteed a seat on House Interior 
(3) Oon~erva~ive/liberal diohotomy 1 

(4} Big Labor and the Right-to-Work, 
(5) Supporting George Bush versus Jim Wright. 

o C2nruu::yatiye vs. Libe.ral. Craig Thomas is a 11 Wyoming 
Conservative." He supports the Balanced Budget Amendment and the 
Line Item Veto, and has served with distinction on the 
Legislature's Joint Appropriations Committee during a time of 
shrinking revenues. 

John Vinich, the Democrat, is known as a "pro-labor liberal 
Democrat. 0 He has received strong support from Big Labor, anti-
nuke groups, and environmental groups like the Sierra Club. 
Despite the fact that he also serves on the state' s Joint 
Appropriations Committee, John Vinich opposes the Balanced Budget 
Amendment and the Line-Item Veto. 

o The l?eople of W~oming vs. Big LaQQJ;; II:il.S I~ A QJtti,'ING lSa!lB 
1N THE WYQMING CONGRES§lQBAI, ELECTION!!! Wyoming voters do not 
want a Congressman who is in the pocket of Big Labor, and they 
do not want a Congressman who will work to undercut the state's 
Righ t-to -Work law. We have, to date, successfully juxtaposed 
Craig Thomas and John Vinich on the matters of Big Labor and 
Right-to- Work. 

In three weeks Craig Thomas has received financial support 
from more than 1,000 Wyoming voters totalling more than $100,000. 

In the same time, John Vinich has received more than 
$143,oOO was in contributions from Big Labor's PACs -- nearly BO 
~ircent of his rep.o_r._ted cont~ibutiona! 

This is a critical distinction because you know that Big 
Labor isn't going to pump record 
Wyoming campaign and specifically 
expecting something in return. The 
expects is very simple -- they want 
lockstep with their agenda. 

amounts of money into the 
into John Vinich without 

quid pro quo that Big Labor 
a Congressman who will mark 
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On@ of the iuues Big Labor is elways J.ooking to advance is gutting the Right-to-Work laws of stnteis lH:a Wyoming. Wh~ther 
on the f1->.dera l level or on the atate lev~l, Big Lalior is going t.o continue it~ f i.ght to force workeu: to join unions. I' vR heard tht'lt th~ Vinich campaign io u.:yl.ng that right ~ to-work is a d j no~aur of <sri itsue and that iu:st $how9 who the d:i nogaur really l s! 

· 
Three e:iuunples E;hOw the current relevance of tho Right-to-Work issue: (1) In 198R, Democrat legislators in Wyoming sponsor.ed a ~ill to effectively .gJ.Lt. thQ right to work ~aw . (2) In \988'c statA leqinlative r<tce;, the Wl'omin9 AFL-CIO ma~e ito co.ndid11ti;i .;indor:semeut!;l based primarily on oandic:lates 1 oppoi;ition to the riqht: to work i.,.w. (3) A.a early u this month (.April 1989) thQre may be action in CongrQe:e: on a bill (H. R. 931) promoting co111pul£iory unionism. 
It is cleat' that :Right-to-Wo.rk lawfl rGma.in at tht:> '.h~art of the fr9Qtioin of American workers, a.nd. only a dinosaur like Biq Labor would fight to .i:epeal Right-to-Work. 

o AgriQUlt\l.t'i~ u, -~Q<;ial WQ~ker WhilQ cr:;i.i9 Thom8S has u na 1.ural con:sti Lmm~y in Wyomin9 agricult:.ure due to hi.s profeeaional and leqiil~t1VQ tieo, John Vinioh iB trying to out ag support awa:t fr.om uo. He h eopecially playing up th~ 
Gephardt-gtyl~ tr<:i.de rhetoric. 
crai9 Thomas h\lS a sol UI. r'!loo;rd for Wyoming ~griculturQ -- o.nd tt 1 ; orucicil that we emphasizP. this .t.saue. Craig- is e. Univt•ffsity of Wyoming Agricultur.E! 9.radue.te, worke'1 as Executive Vice-PrGSident for: tha Wyoming Farm :Bureau, wnr.ked fQr the AmPrican Parm Bur"au fl! Leyi slatl.vc Staff and as Director. of Natural RQSour<:;e5, am'I 9Qrves on the universi t.y of Wyoniinct A<'Jvisory Cound.1 . Craig Thomas i~ presently serves as tbe G,._nGral Manager of the Wyum .1 nq Rural Eli<tctric Auoc:il:\tion. John Vi.nion 1 c t.rainin9 is a Bachelor of Social Wc)rk . 

We recommend a statement to the $ffoct; 
"I work every c'.tay with Al Sim.p$on and Malcolm Wallop, and I work~C. olo:sely with Dick Chen1;1y. we are all from. agricultu~e ~tates, and we know the im~or.tance of really knowing aq. 
"It ' s just not enou9h to have a "'1@at on a given com.mittoe promised to you. To truly SIQ~V¢ agriculture, i'¢U need a CongrRssman like Cr".ig 'l'hom.ne wht) knows ilgricul tur~ and. ho.a spent his work1ng life on ~grioulture issues . 
"Aq.ricultur~ can't o.ffoL·d to brco.k in a rookia -- they n@ed a true J.eader who knowa s.nd undt=>.7:Btandc the busin~ss." 
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FROM CRAIG THCIMAS FCIR CCNGRESS TO 

CRAIG THOMAS FOR CONGRESS 

General Issues 

o Supports management of Wyoming's vast federal lands to compliment key 
Wyoming economic sectors -- minerals, agriculture, recreation aod tourism 

o Supports a rederal balanced budget amendmeot 

o Supports a tax iocentlve for child day care 

o Supports reduction of the deficit through spending cuts instead of tax 
increases 

o Supports a strong, efficient, non-wast~rul national defense 

o Supports protection of Social Security and other commitments to older 
Americans. Believes that Social Security is a contract which we must honor 

o Supports the Wyoming consenative principle of reduced gonrnment and less 
re1ulaUon 

o Supports President Bush's position that there should be no new taxes prior 
spending cuts in the Federal budget · 

l e&islative Accomplishments 

o Three-term State Representative from Natrona County 

o Sponsor of the Federa.J Lands Management Act in the Wyoming Legislature 
pr_o".ldio& ~ stronger voice for Wyoming In federal land policies 

o M~mber or the State Reorganization and Errictency Study Committee, and a 
prime sponsor of the successful state government reorganization plan 

o Member of the Joint Appropriatious Committee, supporting efforts to match 
state spending with Income and supporting full funding or the state Education 
Foundation Fund 

o Member or the Select Water Committee 

o Chairman of the House Republican Conference, helpini;: develop an agenda for 
Wyoming's future 

Al'iculture 

o Supports maintaining the current grazing fee formula 

o Opposes reintroduction of the wolf into Yellowstone National Park and 
opposes ao environmental impact study on reint roduction 

o Supports a stronger voice for Wyoming In federal land planning 

o ~upports federal water projects in Wyowina 

o CppvsiS o:ucr£ wildern e5s In Wyoming at this tiwe 

o Supports reauthorizatioo or the Wool and Sugar acts 

o Supports multiple use management of National Forests Including timbering 

o Opposes arbitrary reduction or AUMs on federal land 

o Opposes federal proposals to force Wyoming to pay for fire suppression aod 
restoration in Yellowstone National Park 

o Supports opening more International markets for Wyoming's agricultural 
products 

o Supports state ownership and control of water 

o Opposes the doctrine of implied federal resen-ed water ri~hts for existing 
wllderneu areas 

P. 07 
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