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HISTORICAL OFFICE

MEMORANDUM

February 2, 1989

TO:  Jo-Anne Coe bjnh/
FROM: Dick Baker%}‘b
RE:  Welcoming Remarks for February 9 Bicentennial Research Conference.

The Senate Bicentennial Commission 1is co-sponsoring a two-day
conference entitled: "Understanding Congress: A Bicentennial research
Conference." More than 500 persons have preregistered and the conference
will be broadcast on closed-circuit television and C-SPAN. Its
proceedings will be published.

I have attached welcoming remarks for Senator Dole. Others expected
to extend greetings include Senators Byrd and Mitchell, Speaker Wright,
Lindy Boggs, and the Librarian of Congress.

The welcoming remarks will begin at 1:30 pm, on February 9, in the
Senate Caucus Room.
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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE

BICENTENNIAL RESEARCH CONFERENCE

"UNDERSTANDING CONGRESS"

IT'S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO THE

OPENING OF THIS CONFERENCE ON "UNDERSTANDING

CONGRESS."

| WISH YOU WELL OVER THE NEXT DAY AND A HALF,

BECAUSE EVEN THOSE OF US WHO HAVE BEEN
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MEMBERS FOR MANY YEARS CAN'T TRUTHFULLY CLAIM

THAT WE FULLY UNDERSTAND CONGRESS. IF YOU FIND

OUT WHAT IT'S ALL ABOUT -- LET ME KNOW.

THERE'S A FAMOUS QUOTATION TO THE EFFECT

THAT "THOSE WHO LOVE SAUSAGE AND THOSE WHO

LOVE LEGISLATION, SHOULD NEVER ASK HOW EITHER IS

MADE." AS YOU SEEK TO UNDERSTAND CONGRESS,

AND HOW LEGISLATION IS ENACTED, YOU MAY FIND

THAT IT'S NOT A PRETTY PICTURE. SOMETIMES THE
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SYSTEM WORKS, SOMETIMES IT DOESN'T. SOMETIMES IT

CAN BE GRATIFYING, SOMETIMES FRUSTRATING.

SOMETIMES CONGRESS CAN DEVISE WORKABLE

SOLUTIONS FOR CRITICAL NATIONAL PROBLEMS, AND

SOMETIMES IT JUST SEEMS TO LET THINGS DRIFT.

AS A MEMBER OF THE HOUSE AND SENATE, AS A

CHAIRMAN OF THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE, AS A

MAJORITY LEADER AND MINORITY LEADER, | HAVE HAD
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MY SHARE OF VICTORIES AND DEFEATS. IT'S ALWAYS

BETTER TO WIN. BUT ULTIMATELY, WHAT'S IMPORTANT IS

TO SURVIVE TO FIGHT AGAIN ANOTHER DAY.

THOSE OF US NOW SERVING IN THE 101ST

CONGRESS FEEL HONORED TO BE PART OF THE

CONGRESSIONAL BICENTENNIAL. WE ARE DELIGHTED

THAT ALL OF US HAVE ASSEMBLED HERE TO HELP US

CELEBRATE THIS EVENT. AND WE TRUST THAT YOUR

RESEARCHING AND WRITING ABOUT THE HISTORY AND
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WORKINGS OF CONGRESS WILL HELP US AND THE

PUBLIC UNDERSTAND THIS VENERABLE -- AND SOME

TIMES VULNERABLE -- INSTITUTION EVEN BETTER.
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