
LADIES 

Oi ' THZ SENATE 

April 19, 1988 

PROGRAM 

PERFECT PRESENT RESIDENTS 
HEAVY THAFFIC 
YOKOHfilil"..A 
JUST LIKE RON 
HARTBREAK HOTEL 

HEAVENLY CONNECTIONS 
A SUBURBAN DRONE 
ESCORT SERVICE 
MEESE'S PIECES 
HOLY ROLLERCOASTER 

THE CAST 

"When you work on Capitol Hill, you realize 
very quickly that there is a common 
denominator of humanity, of humor, of satire. 
You've got to be able to laugh at yourself." 

-THE CAPITOL STEPS 
on the Voice of America 

"Writing and choreography like this should find 
its way into more of our foreign policy." 

- The Washington Post 

"We believe it's not civilized .. 
-U.S.S.R. State Committee 

for Radio and Television 

FATAL DISTRACTIONS 
MARIO 
SHAMLET 
DOi\'N SIDE STORY 
THE FRILL IS GONE 

CONTRA BOY 
IMMENSE EXPENSE 
LIRTY DIES 
TAX COMPLIFICATION 
ARRESTE NUDILIS 

Jim Aidala, A.~y Felices, Dav e Gencarelli, Elaina Newport, 
Richard Paul, Bill Strauss, Dave Werner, and Anne Willis 

******* PRODUCER: Elaina Newport 
DIRECTOR: Bill Strauss 

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR: Jim Aidala 
LYRICS BY: Strauss and Newport 

with contributions from Aidala, and ideas from the cast 

******** 
The CAPITOL STEPS perfonn on Saturday evenings at Oielsea's in Georgetown, 

1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.--For reservations call (202) 298-8222. 

The CAPITOL STEPS now have five records and cassettes available: "The Capitol Steps--livel," "We Ann the World," 
"Thank God I'm a Conua Boyl", "Workin • 9 to 10," and "Ronald the Red-Faced Reagan." These will be available for purchase after the show. 

BOOKINGS: Duncan Hollomon and Bernice Weissburg, Capitol Steps Productions, Inc. 
1505 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 (703) 683-8330 
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The troupe has become a favorite on the Washington social 
circuit Its polltlcal satire brings chuckles ... rave reviews ••• 
guffaws ..• and bipartisan grins all around. The satire hits the 
mark. 

-The Wall StrHt Journal 

Hilariousl ... Their brand of good-natured polltical satire underlines the 
meaning of freedom of speech in America. 

-Volca of America 

Washington's favorite polltlcal cabaret troupe •.. 
-The Washington Post 

Clapped like made for the Capito! Steps! ... The best musical satire on 
Washington I've ever seen! · 

-The Washington Times 

The toast of Washington! 
-NBC Nightly News 

Molodtsil (Great guys!) . . . 
-Vladimir Mlkhallov, Pravda 

The capitol Steps are really neat! 
-The Honorable George Bush 

Vice President of the United States 

II • 

THE CAST 
Top Row (left to right): Jim Aidala, David Werner, Amy Felic:es, 
Duncan Holomon; Middle Row: Richard Paul, Anne Willis, Mike 
Loomis, Ann Schmitt; Bottom Row: Elaina Newport, Sandy Darley, 
Dave Gencarelli, Bill Strauss 

THE CAPITOL STEPS 
ABOUT THE SHOW ••• 

The Capitol Steps began in 1981, at a Christmas Party in the office of former 
United States Senator Charles Percy. Like most things in Congress, the/ never 
knew when to stop. Over the past six years, the Steps have recorded five record 
albums, appeared on all three television networks, and had dozens of songs 
played over National Public Radio. 

A Captiol Steps song parody star1s on some other stage, long ago and far 
nay, where some other performer sings a perfectly good melody with words 
that have nothing to do with Ronald Reagan's work schedule, or the Democratic 
Presidential hopefuls, or anything else truly important. Then ... something funny 
has to happen. (It always does.) Typically, the Republicans goof up, and the 
Democrats party. Or the Democrats goof up, and the Republicans party. Thafs 
what we call the two-party system. 

With the world awash in confusion, someone, typically Elaina Newport, 
wakes up screaming with an idea for a song. Often, the next step is for Bill 
Strauss to wax lyrical on the song idea, finding rhymes and scanning schemes 
for words like Gorbachev and Gephardt Elaina tells him his first draft isn't funny 
enough, and Jim Aidala says it doesn't make sense. \(es," replies Bill, "but what 
do you really think?") Bill or Elaina hit the word processor again, and after a few 
more middle-of-the-night phone calls the song is ready. 

The cast is given a full forty-five seconds to learn parts, and a solid 
minute-and-a-half to rehearse. But, everyone agrees, the punch line needs a 
sight gag. So Bill hunkers down in his basement with all kinds of sharp and sticky 
things to make the props. (Sometimes he simply steals toys from his children.) A 
crew of Georgetown student "roadies" IUQS in the props, puts up the sound and 
light system, and sets the staging. Jim gives the technical go-ahead, the Steps 
go onstage, and the song is performed. 

Whenever Bill and Elaina get nasty letters about current songs, they lay as 
much of the blame as they can on Jim (for suggesting "Yuppies" and "Tax 
Complification1, Richard Paul (for "Suburban Drone,• and "We're the N.R.A. 1. 
former Stepper Alan Friedman ("Immense Expense1. and Joel Margolis ("Live 
Grenade;. And, of course, Duncan Hollomon and Bernice Weissburg for 
scheduling Capitol Steps shows in the first place. 

ABOUT THE CAST ••• 

The Capiill Steps have a full cast roster of twelve, of whom seven or eight 
perform at any one show. 

Elaina, Bill, and Jm are the originial Capitol Steppers who presented the first 
Capitol Steps show at a Christmas party for Senator Charles Percy in 
December, 1981. The others actually had to audition. Some have had voice 
training or theatrical experience. But, for many, a theatrical resume would begin 
and end with the Capitol Steps. That's because, like the true yuppies they are (or 
aspire to be), the Steps have been working on That Other Resume. 

What do the Steps do when not singing? Sleep and laundry, for starters. But 
their days are occupied with spending hard-earned tax dollars, pandering to 
special interests, pushing paper, and keeping the courts busy-in short, Public 
Service. 

Every performer is a present or former Congressional staff person, and some 
still work in the Congress: Richard Paul (Press Assistant to Senator Murkowski), 
Anne Willis (Chief Clerk to the Senate Budget Committee), Ann Schmitt (Senate 
Documents), David Werner (Counsel to the Senate Agriculture Committee), and 
Jim Aidala (Pesticides expert at the Congressional Research Service). 

The others have gone Down Hill: Bill, who used to be Staff Director of a 
Senate Governmental Affairs Subcommittee, is now writing a book about 
American history. Elaina worked for on the Hill for seven years, first for Senator 
Percy, and then for Senator D'Amato as a Legislative Assistant Dave 
Gencarelli, formerly with Senator Hawkins, is Director of Legislative Affairs for 
the U.S. Customs Service. Duncan Hollomon worked on the Hill as a lawyer for 
the Congressional Research Service and, before that, for Congresswoman Pat 
Schroeder. Mike Loomis really did work for Gary Hart, and now writes scripts for 
National Geographic. Amy Felices used to work for Congressman Michael 
Barnes, and now attends law school. Sandy Darley, formerly with Senator 
Warner, is a military analyst for the federal government. And finally, our musical 
consultant, Bo Ayars, spent fifteen years as Liberace's musical director (no 
kiddingO 

And what are the Capitol Steps' political leanings? Democratic audiences 
tend to see the cast as Democrats, Republicans as Republicans, and who 
knows what (or if) the Larouchians think. Anyway, take a few Republicans, who 
don't know how to ~h. a few Democrats who don't know when to stop, and 
here they are ... the Capitol Steps! 
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SENATE WIVES 

BOB, I ENJOYED YOUR COMMENTS TONIGHT. BUT I 

WAS WONDERING IF YOU'VE CLEARED THEM YET WITH 

LARRY SPEAKES? 

ACTUALLY, I DON'T KNOW WHAT THE BIG DEAL IS: I 

MAKE UP QUOTES FOR MY PRESS SECRETARY ALL THE 

TIME! 
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BOB, I APPRECIATE ALL THE ADVICE YOU GAVE ME 

DURING THE CAMPAIGN -- IT'S ALL THAT ADVICE YOU 

GAVE ME BEFORE THE CAMPAIGN THAT REALLY KILLED 

ME. 

YOU KNOW, IT'S PRETTY RELAXING BEING OUT OF 

THE RACE. AND YOU CAN REALLY TELL THE WINNERS 

FROM THE LOSERS THESE DAYS: THE LOSERS HAVE 

NICE TANS, LOOK WELL-RESTED AND CAN SPEND EVEN 

MORE TIME WITH BOB STRAUSS; AND THE WINNERS ARE 

STILL AVOIDING HIM LIKE THE PLAGUE. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 4 of 12



-3-

B UT SERIOUSLY, BOB, I KNOW YOU'VE GOT YOUR 

HANDS FULL WITH A BRUTAL THREE-WAY DEMOCRATIC 

RACE. I DON'T ENVY YOU, WHAT WITH ALL THE NAME 

CALLING, THE IN-FIGHTING, THE HARDBALL 

CAMPAIGNING, AND ALL THE BLOOD-LETIING YET TO 

COME: AND THAT'S JUST TO SEE WHO'S REPLACING 

BOB BYRD! 
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TALKING POINTS/SENATE WIVES' DINNER 

o THANK YOU BOB. SOMETIMES I THINK THE 

DEMOCRATS GIVE ME BETIER INTRODUCTIONS THAN 

REPUBLICANS .... AT LEAST SOME DEMOCRATS. 
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o SERIOUSLY. FIRST, LET ME TELL YOU HOW 

DISAPPOINTED ELIZABETH WAS THAT SHE COULD NOT 

BE HERE TONIGHT. BUT SHE SENDS HER BEST WISHES. 

o I VERY MUCH APPRECIATE THE RECOGNITION OF 

THE SENATE WIVES' GROUP. WHOEVER SAID, "YOU 

CAN'T GO HOME AGAIN, 11 DIDN'T KNOW THE UNITED 

STATES SENATE. 
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o AND THIS EVENING REFLECTS WHAT ALL OF US 

WHO HAVE BEEN PART OF THE SENATE FOR ANY TIME 

KNOW -- THAT THE SENATE IS A FAMILY. 

o LIKE A FAMILY, WE MAY HAVE POLITICAL, OR 

PHILOSOPHICAL DIFFERENCES. BUT LIKE A FAMILY, WE 

SHARE THE SAME ROOTS, THE SAME FOUNDATION. WE 

HAVE MADE A COMMITMENT, WHETHER IT'S FOR SIX 
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YEARS, OR MUCH LONGER, TO TRY TO INSURE THAT THE 

COUNTRY WE LEAVE TO OUR CHILDREN IS NOT ONLY AS 

GOOD, BUT A BETIER PLACE TO LIVE. 

o SOMETIMES THAT MEANS PERSONAL SACRIFICE. 

IT MEANS BEING AWAY FROM HOME. IT MEANS MISSING 

MEALS WITH YOUR CHILDREN, OR A LITILE LEAGUE 

GAME, OR A DANCE RECITAL. IT MEANS CONSTANT 

DISRUPTIONS, AND VERY LITILE CERTAINTY IN YOUR 
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SCHEDULE. AND IT MEANS, AS I DON'T HAVE TO TELL 

ALL OF YOU, THAT SENATE WIVES OFTEN FUNCTION AS 

HUSBAND AND WIFE, MOTHER AND FATHER. 

o IT'S A LONG, TOUGH ROW TO HOE. BUT THAT 

DEDICATION, THAT SACRIFICE, DOES NOT GO 

UNNOTICED OR UNAPPRECIATED. BELIEVE ME. 
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o THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR A UNITED STATES 

SENATOR, AND THEREFORE HIS FAMILY, MAY NOT BE 

WHAT, IN A PERFECT WORLD, WE WOULD LIKE. AND 

THERE MAY BE WAYS TO MAKE IT BETIER ... I THINK WE'RE 

TRYING. BUT, WE'RE HERE TO MAKE THE QUALITY OF 

LIFE FOR THE PEOPLE WE REPRESENT, THE PEOPLE 

WHO MAY NOT HAVE MUCH OF A LIFE AT ALL, AND MAY 

NOT HAVE THE ABILITY OR THE CHANCE TO 
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IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF THEIR OWN LIFE, WE'RE HERE 

TO MAKE THE QUALITY OF THEIR LIFE, THE QUALITY OF 

LIFE IN THIS COUNTRY, BETIER. 

o SO, I JUST WANT TO SAY THANK YOU -- FOR THIS 

TRIBUTE. AND FOR BEING THE KIND OF FAMILY, A GUY 

LIKES TO COME HOME TO. 
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