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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE

GANNETT/USA TODAY YEAR-END MANAGEMENT MEETING

DECEMBER 7, 1987

NO DOUBT ABOUT IT, THERE IS AN EPIDEMIC OF

"GLASNOST FEVER" IN WASHINGTON. BUT, YESTERDAY

AFTERNOON, STANDING OUT ON THE MALL IN FRONT OF

A QUARTER OF A MILLION PEOPLE, | GOT A POTENT
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ANTIDOTE FOR THAT "FEVER" -- IN THE FORM OF A
REMINDER ABOUT MR. GORBACHEV AND THE KIND Of
SYSTEM HE RUNS. A SYSTEM THAT STILL DENIES BASIC
FREEDOMS TO ITS CITIZENS; AND STILL -- ON THE EVE
OF THE SUMMIT -- BASHES THE HEADS OF
DEMONSTRATORS IN MOSCOW WHO SEEK ONLY THEIR
RIGHT TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY OF THEIR BIRTH, AND
THROWS IN JAIL AMERICAN NEWSMEN WHO ARE

COVERING THE DEMONSTRATION.
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THOSE EVENTS REINFORCE MY STRONG FEELING
THAT WE MIGHT ALL BENEFIT BY LOWERING THE
EXPECTATION LEVEL A BIT; AND DOING SOME SERIOUS
THINKING ABOUT WHAT THIS SUMMIT OUGHT TO BE ALL
ABOUT.

THE FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS WILL BE SIGNING
OF THE INF TREATY. IN GETTING THIS AGREEMENT,
RONALD REAGAN HAS ACCOMPLISHED SOMETHING
THAT HAS ELUDED EVERY OTHER PRESIDENT OF THE
NUCLEAR AGE -- AN AGREEMENT THAT WILL REDUCE,

NOT JUST LIMIT
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THE GROWTH OF NUCLEAR STOCKPILES; AN

AGREEMENT THAT WILL WIPE OUT AN ENTIRE CLASS OF
NUCLEAR WEAPONS.

ITIS A WATERSHED ACCOMPLISHMENT, AND
RONALD REAGAN DESERVES EVERY OUNCE OF CREDIT
HE IS GETTING. HE DESERVES AN APOLOGY, TOO, FROM
HIS LIBERAL CRITICS, WHO HAVE BEEN CASTIGATING HIM
FOR SEVEN YEARS FOR BEING "ANTI-ARMS CONTROL."

RONALD REAGAN WAS RIGHT ALL ALONG.
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AND LET ME ALSO SAY: RONALD REAGAN

DESERVES A PERSONAL APOLOGY FROM A FEW

GADFLIES ON THE "RIGHT" FRINGE -- WHO OWE WHAT
LITTLE POLITICAL PROFILE THEY HAVE TO THIS
PRESIDENT; AND WHO OUGHT TO BE PROFOUNDLY
ASHAMED OF THEMSELVES FOR THEIR ATTACKS ON A
GREAT PRESIDENT.

FOR RONALD REAGAN HAS BEEN A GREAT

PRESIDENT; AND A GREAT "ARMS CONTROL

PRESIDENT." AND | AM PROUD TO HAVE SUPPORTED HIM

EVERY STEP OF THE WAY.
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BUT | WOULD ALSO REMIND THIS AUDIENCE THAT
TWO OF RONALD REAGAN'S GREATEST STRENGTHS AS
PRESIDENT HAVE BEEN, FIRST, HIS PROFOUND RESPECT
FOR THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES; AND,

SECOND, HIS VERY REALISTIC APPROACH TO DEALING

WITH THE SOVIET UNION.
| HAVE THOSE SAME TWO PRINCIPLES FIRMLY IN MY

OWN MIND AS | LOOK AT THE INF AGREEMENT.
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TREATY-MAKING IN THIS COUNTRY IS A TWO STAGE

PROCESS -- SOMETHING THAT A FEW CHEERLEADERS

HAVE FORGOTTEN, IN THEIR SELF-SERVING EFFORT TO

TURN THIS IMPORTANT NATIONAL SECURITY ISSUE INTO

A LITMUS TEST OF POLITICAL LOYALTY.

ARTICLE Il, SECTION 2, OF THE CONSTITUTION

ASSIGNS TO THE SENATE AN INDEPENDENT ROLE IN

TREATY RATIFICATION. THOSE OF US WHO SERVE IN THE

SENATE -- REPUBLICANS AND DEMOCRATS ALIKE --
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WE TAKE THAT RESPONSIBILITY SERIOUSLY. AND MOST
OF US ARE TAKING THE SAME APPRAOCH TO INF -- LET'S
WITHHOLD FINAL JUDGMENT UNTIL WE SEE WHAT WE
HAVE. BOB BYRD HAS SAID THAT; SAM NUNN HAS SAID
IT;, AND BOB DOLE IS GOING TO SAY IT AGAIN, TODAY.
LET US PONDER BEFORE WE PRONOUNCE, ONE

WAY OR THE OTHER.
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AND LET US PUT ASIDE THE POLITICKING AND
REMEMBER: WHATEVER OTHERS MAY, OR MAY NOT,
HAVE READ -- A FINAL DRAFT OF THE TREATY WAS STILL
BEING NEGOTIATED LAST NIGHT, AND HAS STILL NOT
ARRIVED IN WASHINGTON THIS MORNING. THE
ADMINISTRATION -- FOR QUITE GOOD REASON -- DID
NOT WANT TO GIVE A TEXT TO THE SENATE, BEFORE IT
WAS COMPLETED. AND MOST SENATORS AREN'T GOING
TO DECIDE, UNTIL THEY HAVE THE CHANCE TO READ THE

TREATY FOR THEMSELVES.
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AND LET ME ALSO MAKE THIS POINT: THE SENATE IS
NOT LIMITED TO JUST: YES OR NO, UP OR DOWN.
ANYONE WHO SAYS, FLAT OUT, THAT A TREATY CRAFTED
BY A FEW PEOPLE IN ONE BRANCH OF OUR
GOVERNMENT CAN'T BE IMPROVED, NO MATTER WHAT:;
ANYONE WHO MAKES THAT KIND OF CLAIM BETTER
RE-READ THE CONSTITUTION, AND GET HIS COMMON

SENSE INTO THE SHOP FOR A 6,000 MILE CHECK-UP.
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THE SENATE CAN PLAY A VERY POSITIVE AND

CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE IN TREATY RATIFICATION. LET ME

CITE JUST TWO EXAMPLES.

FIRST, THE PANAMA CANAL -- ARGUABLY THE MOST

CONTROVERSIAL TREATY TO HIT THE SENATE SINCE THE

LEAGUE OF NATIONS ACCORD. WHEN THE SENATE

CONSIDERED THE TREATY IN 1978, | OFFERED AN

AMENDMENT, WHICH IN ALTERED FORM BECAME THE

" EADERSHIP AMENDMENT," RESERVING CERTAIN
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AMERICAN RIGHTS.. EVEN WITH THAT RESERVATION IN
ITS FINAL FORM, | PERSONALLY COULD NOT SUPPORT
THE TREATY. BUT -- REMEMBERING THE FINAL VOTE WAS
ONLY 68-32 -- IT IS CLEAR THAT, WITHOUT THE
RESERVATION, THE TREATY WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN
APPROVED AT ALL.

DURING MY TENURE AS MAJORITY LEADER, THE
SENATE ALSO RATIFIED ANOTHER TREATY THAT HAD

BEEN LANGUISHING FOR 37 YEARS -- THE GENOCIDE

TREATY.
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ONCE AGAIN, RESERVATIONS PROTECTING U.S. RIGHTS

WERE THE KEY. WITHOUT THEM, THE RATIFICATION OF

THE GENOCIDE CONVENTION WOULD STILL BE A GOAL,

RATHER THAN A REALITY.

THESE WEREN'T "SPOILER" AMENDMENTS,

DESIGNED TO THWART THE WILL OF TREATY

NEGOTIATORS OR THE PRESIDENT. THEY WERE

ESSENTIAL, CONSTRUCTIVE ADDITIONS TO THE TREATIES

-- ADDITIONS EMBRACED BY THE PRESIDENT; WHICH

REQUIRED NO
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RENEGOTIATION WITH THE OTHER SIGNATORIES; AND
WHICH LED TO AN APPROVAL THE TREATIES OTHERWISE
WOULD HAVE BEEN DENIED.

WHAT'S AT STAKE, THOUGH, IS MORE THAN
CHECKING OFF ANOTHER RELEVANT BOX IN A
CONSTITUTIONAL SCORECARD. WHAT'S FINALLY AT
STAKE IS THE SECURITY OF THE UNITED STATES. AS
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE, WE HAVE A

RESPONSIBILITY TO THE PEOPLE -- A RESOPONSIBILITY
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NO LESS SOLEMN THAT THAT OF THE PRESIDENT -- TO

DO EVERYTHING WE MUST, TO PRESERVE THIS NATION'S

SECURITY.

THAT'S WHY TODAY, FOR EXAMPLE, MORE THAN A

DECADE AFTER THE NUCLEAR TESTING TREATIES WERE

SUBMITTED TO THE SENATE, WE HAVE NOT ACTED ON

THEM. THEY WERE NEGOTIATED IN GOOD FAITH BY

PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATIONS -- JUST AS INF HAS BEEN;

BUT THERE IS NOW NEARLY UNANIMOUS
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AGREEMENT THAT WE DON'T HAVE THE CAPABILITY TO
VERIFY THE TESTING TREATIES; SO THE SENATE, SO FAR,
HAS "JUST SAID NO."

THAT IS ONE GOOD EXAMPLE OF WHY WE HAVE A
TWO STAGE PROCESS.

AND EVENTS OF THE PAST FEW WEEKS ILLUSTRATE
AGAIN WHY THE U.S. CAN NEVER BE TOO CAUTIOUS IN
DEALING WITH THE SOVIETS, OR TAKE ANYTHING ON

FAITH, EVEN FROM THIS NEW DISCIPLE OF "GLASNOST."
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AT THE VERY HOUR OUR NEGOTIATORS WERE

SITTING AT THE TABLE WITH THEIR SOVIET

COUNTERPARTS IN GENEVA, TRYING TO FINALIZE THE

INF TREATY; AND ONLY HOURS AFTER MIKHAIL

GORBACHEV, ON AMERICAN TELEVISION, HAD

PROPOSED A "SOLUTION" TO THE SDI QUESTION

THROUGH STRICT COMPLIANCE WITH THE ABM TREATY --

THE PRESIDENT WAS SUBMITTING TO THE CONGRESS A

REPORT ON YET ANOTHER NEW SOVIET VIOLATION OF

THAT VERY ABM TREATY.
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IT BOILS DOWN TO THIS: | TRUST RONALD REAGAN.

BUT | DON'T TRUST MIKHAIL GORBACHEV.

AND GORBACHEV'S INTERVIEW WITH NBC LAST

WEEK DID NOTHING TO QUELL MY DISTRUST -- AN

INTERVIEW DURING WHICH HE TOLD US THE BERLIN

WALL WAS NONE OF OUR BUSINESS; EMIGRATION

RESTRICTIONS IN THE SOVIET UNION MERELY TO

PROTECT AGAINST A "BRAIN DRAIN;" AND THE

COMMUNIST PARTY THE ONLY POLITICAL PARTY THE

SOVIET CITIZENRY WILL EVER NEED, IN ORDER TO BE

FREE.
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AND LET US KEEP IN MIND, TOO, THAT -- AS
IMPORTANT AS INF IS -- THIS WILL NOT BE A ONE-ISSUE
SUMMIT. ALSO HIGH ON THE AGENDA WILL BE
DISCUSSIONS ON START, AIMED AT ACHIEVING
AGREEMENT ON 50% CUTS IN STRATEGIC WEAPONS;
AND, | HOPE, WE WILL ALSO GIVE VERY HIGH PRIORITY TO
OUR QUEST FOR ASYMMETRICAL REDUCTIONS IN
CONVENTIONAL FORCES IN EUROPE, TO ACHIEVE

LOWER,
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AND EQUAL, LEVELS BETWEEN NATO AND THE WARSAW

PACT. CLEARLY, THOSE OUGHT TO BE THE NEXT MAJOR

ARMS CONTROL PRIORITIES.

BUT, AS THAT TRAIN MOVES DOWN THE TRACK,

LET'S MAKE ABSOLUTELY SURE THAT OUR NATO ALLIES

ARE FULLY AND ENTHUSIASTICALLY ON BOARD. IT MAY

SERVE THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGNS OF SOME TO

PRETEND THAT NATO IS JUST WILD ABOUT INF. BUT

RESPONSIBLE OBSERVERS -- PEOPLE LIKE RICHARD
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NIXON, AND HENRY KISSINGER, AND SAM NUNN; AND

JEANE KIRKPATRICK, IN TODAY'S POST -- THEY KNOW,

JUST AS YOU AND | DO, THAT THE PROCESS OF GETTING

THIS INF AGREEMENT HAS LEFT SOME VERY HARD

FEELINGS IN THE CAPITOLS OF NATO.

WE FINALLY DID STUFF THE INF AGREEMENT DOWN

THE THROAT OF NATO; BUT IT TOOK A DIPLOMATIC

"HEIMLICH MANEUVER" TO DO IT. WE CAN'T AFFORD A

REPEAT OF WHAT WE HAVE SEEN ON INF.
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AND THE BEST WAY TO AVOID IT IS TO COOL THE

TALK ABOUT ANOTHER GORBACHEV SUMMIT. LETIT

HAPPEN WHEN ARMS CONTROL EVENTS, AND NOT OUR

POLITICAL CALENDAR, DICTATES. AND, IN THE

MEANTIME, MAKE SURE THAT THE NEXT SUMMIT

PRESIDENT REAGAN JOINS IS AN ALLIANCE SUMMIT. A

SUMMIT FOCUSED ON THE IMPACT ON NATO AND OUR

ASIAN ALLIANCES OF OUR ARMS CONTROL EFFORTS.

AND AIMED AT INSURING THAT AMERICA'S NEGOTIATING
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POSITIONS ON START, CONVENTIONAL ARMS, CHEMICAL

ARMS, AND ALL THE REST -- ARE FULLY UNDERSTOQD

AND SUPPORTED BY OUR OWN ALLIES; BEFORE THEY

ARE PRESENTED TO MR. GORBACHEV.

NOR DOES THE SUMMIT AGENDA END WITH ARMS

CONTROL. CLEARLY THERE IS GOING TO BE DISCUSSION

OF REGIONAL CONFLICTS -- NICARAGUA, KAMPUCHEA,

AND OTHERS.
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PERHAPS THE ONLY TRULY PROMISING REMARKS

THAT GORBACHEV MADE TO TOM BROKAW WERE ON

AFGHANISTAN. AS ALWAYS, THE PROOF WILL BE IN THE

PUDDING. BUT IT SEEMS INCREASINLY LIKELY THAT THE

SOVIETS MAY BE SO ANXIOUS TO CUT THE ENORMOUS

COST OF THEIR OCCUPATION OF AFGHANISTAN THAT AN

ACCEPTABLE SOLUTION MAY BE IN THE WORKS.

AND | HOPE ANGOLA IS NOT FORGOTTEN, EITHER.

IF MR. GORGACHEV IS SERIOUS ABOUT "NEW SOVIET

THINKING," ANGOLA GIVES HIM A CHANCE TO SHOW IT.
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HAVING BEATEN BACK THE LATEST MPLA-CUBAN

OFFENSIVE, THE UNITA FREEDOM FIGHTERS HAVE

LAUNCHED A NEW "PEACE OFFENSIVE" OF THEIR OWN.

PATTERNED GENERALLY ON THE ARIAS PLAN IN

CENTRAL AMERICA, THE UNITA PROPOSAL CALLS FOR

BLACK NATIONS IN AFRICA TO OVERSEE DIRECT

UNITA-MPLA TALKS; AND FOR A PEACEKEEPING FORCE

FROM THE ARMIES OF THOSE NATIONS TO SUPPLANT

THE 50,000 CUBAN MERCENARY TROOPS NOW

OCCUPYING ANGOLA.
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IT IS AN EXCELLENT PROPOSAL,; BUT,

REGRETTABLY, ONE WHICH THE CUBANS AND MARXIST

MPLA HAVE ALREADY TURNED DOWN. PERHAPS, WITH

MR. GORBACHEV'S URGING, THEY WILL RECONSIDER.

FOR NOW, THE PROPOSAL AT LEAST HAS HAD THE

SALUTARY EFFECT OF REMINDING US WHO WANTS

PEACE -- AND WHO JUST WANTS POWER -- IN ANGOLA.

SO THOSE ARE SOME OF THE ISSUES -- THE

PROBLEMS, AND THE PROMISE, OF THIS SUMMIT.
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BUT, AS WE ALL HOPE FOR THE VERY BEST FROM
THIS SUMMIT, LET'S KEEP OUR EXPECTATIONS IN CHECK
AND OUR FEET FIRMLY ON THE GROUND. THE WARM
SPIRIT THAT ALMOST INEVITABLY ARISES FROM SUMMITS
CAN SOMETIMES BE SHORT-LIVED. THE
EISENHOWER-BULGANIN SUMMIT OF 1955 WAS CLOSELY
FOLLOWED BY THE INVASION OF HUNGARY; THE
KENNEDY-KHRUSHCHEV SUMMIT OF 1961 BY THE BERLIN

WALL; THE JOHNSON-KOSYGIN SUMMIT OF 1967 BY THE
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INVASION OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA; AND THE

CARTER-BREZHNEV SUMMIT OF 1979 BY THE

OCCUPATION OF AFGHANISTAN.

SUMMITS CAN SOLVE PROBLEMS. BUT THEY

CANNOT WIPE OUT THE FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCES

BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES AND SOCIETIES. SOVIET

PUBLIC RELATIONS, ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT AND

EVEN POLITICAL OPENNESS CAN IMPROVE A GREAT

DEAL; BUT NO ONE OUGHT TO CONFUSE "GLASNOST"

FOR DEMOCRACY; OR GORBACHEV FOR THOMAS

JEFFERSON.
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WE HAVE A TOUGH ADVERSARY, BOTH IN MR.

GORBACHEV AND IN THE COUNTRY HE LEADS. WE

CANNOT FORGET IT -- OR WE WILL REGRET IT.
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