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NOW THIS ABM QUESTION IS A PRETTY COMPLEX

AND CONFUSING ISSUE. BUT THE WHOLE DEBATE BOILS

DOWN TO SOME SIMPLE QUESTIONS.

THE REAL QUESTIONS

ARE WE GOING TO LET THE PRESIDENT BE THE

PRESIDENT? OR DO WE TURN HIS POWERS OVER TO ANY

SENATOR, OR SENATORS, WHO ASSERT THEIR
AUTHORITY?

ARE WE GOING TO BARGAIN AS HARD AS POSSIBLE
WITH THE SOVIETS, USING ALL THE LEVERAGE AND
PILING UP ALL THE BARGAINING CHIPS WE POSSIBLY

CAN? OR, FOR NO REASON THAT I'VE BEEN ABLE TO -
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FIGURE OUT, ARE WE PURPOSELY GOING TO DEAL
OURSELVES THE WORST HAND WE CAN; AND

VOLUNTARILY GIVE THE SOVIETS THE BENEFIT OF

EVERY DOUBT?

ARE WE GOING TO FIND OUT IF SDI HAS ANY
POTENTIAL -- MILITARILY, AS BARGAINING CHIP,
WHATEVER? OR ARE WE JUST GOING TO THROW IT IN
THE TRASH CAN OURSELVES -- AN IDEA TOO
REVOLUTIONARY FOR OUR STRATEGISTS; TOO
CHALLENGING FOR OUR SCIENTISTS AND ENGINEERS?

THAT'S WHAT WE'RE DEBATING.

SO I ASK YOU TO REMEMBER WHAT'S AT STAKE.
AND IF YOU HEAR ANYONE TRYING TO CLAIM THAT THE
REPUBLICAN PARTY IS AGAINST A DEFENSE BILL, OR

AGAINST A STRONG DEFENSE -- AND I EVEN HEAR SOME
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DEMOCRATS WHO ARE STOOPING SO LOW TﬁAT THEY 'RE
TRYING TO EXPLOIT THEﬂbTARK"TRAGéDY IN THIS
DEBATE -- WELL, KEEP THIS IN MIND: WE'RE NOT
AGAINST A BILL. BUT WE ARE AGAINST PASSING A
BILL -- THE ONE THE DEMOCRATS WANT -- THAT WILL
TIE THE PRESIDENT'S HANDS, AND TRASH THE

CONSTITUTION.

BUDGET DEFICIT, PUBLIC ENEMY NO.1

TO JUDGE FROM THE POLLS, AND FROM WHAT I
HEAR EVERYWHERE I GO IN THE COUNTRY, THERE'S A
GROWING CONSENSUS THAT AGREES WITH ME THAT THE

DEFICIT IS THE BIGGEST THREAT TO AMERICA'S WELL:

BEING.
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WE CAN'T GO ON MORTGAGING THE NATION'S
FUTURE BY GOVERNMENT SPENDING OU; OF ALL
PROPORTION TO ITS REVENUES.

A FEDERAL DEBT OF $2.3 TRILLION, WHICH IS

WHAT IT'S CURRENTLY PEGGED AT, IS UNLIVABLE.

EVEN IF WE CAN LIVE WITH IT, WE RNOW THAT OUR

CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN WILL HAVE TO PAY A

TERRIBLE PRICE FOR OUR SQUANDERING IF WE DO.

THE ECONOMY: THAT'S THE BIG, BIG ISSUE!

THAT'S THE ONE THAT'S NOT GOING TO GO AWAY.
THAT'S THE BREAD AND BUTTER. THAT'S WHETHER
I'VE GOT A JOB -- OR WHETHER THEY CLOSE DOWN MY
PLANT, OR SOMETHING ELSE, IN GEORGIA, KANSAS,

LOUISIANA, IDAHO, WHEREVER. THE ONLY WAY TO
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SOLVE THE DEFICIT PROBLEM IS TO HIT IT HEAD-CN

BY MAKING THE TOUGH CHOICES; THAT'S THE ONLY waY

I KNOW HOWwW.

DEFICIT NIGHTMARE

IF I'M ELECTED PRESIDENT, THE FIRST THING
THAT I'M GOING TO DO WHEN I TAKE OFFICE IS TO

SIT DOWN WITH THE LEADERSHIP IN THE CONGRESS OF

THE UNITED STATES -- IF IT TAKES A WEEK, OR Two
WEEKS, OR THREE WEEKS, AND TRY TO DO SOMETHING

ABOUT FEDERAL SPENDING, AND THE BUDGET.

IF YOU THINK ANYTHING ABOUT YOUR CHILDREN

AND YOUR GRANDCHILDREN, YOU HAD BETTER HOPE THAT

WE'RE ABLE TO DO SOMETHING.

Page 16 of 23
c019_044_041_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

w17=

1988

SO SOLVING THE DEFICIT MEANS:MAKING THE
TOUGH CHOICES. AND YOU'RE FACING ANOTHER TOUGH
CHOICE IN 1988. 1I'M HERE TO SUGGEST THAT THERE
WILL BE AN ELECTION NEXT YEAR FOR PRESIDENT.
SOMEBODY'S GOING TO BE NOMINATED ON THE
REPUBLICAN SIDE AND THE DEMOCRATIC SIDE, AND
THERE WILL BE A GREAT BIG ELECTION IN NOVEMBER,
AND SOMEBODY'S GOING TO TAKE RONALD REAGAN'S
PLACE.

THEY'RE NOT GOING TO LEAVE IT VACANT. SO
PEOPLE IN GEORGIA, AND ALL THE OTHER STATES,-
HAVE A VERY HEAVY RESPONSIBILITY TO MAKE CERTAIN

THEY MAKE THE RIGHT DECISION.
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WHEN IT'S ALL SAID AND DONE, THE BOTTOM

LINE, AS FAR AS I'M CONCERNED, IS THAT WE KEEP A

REPUBLICAN IN THE WHITE HOUSE. THAT IS THE

BOTTOM LINE.

EXPERIENCE AND '88

AND FROM WHAT I HEAR AS I TRAVEL ABOUT THE

COUNTRY, AND FROM WHAT I SEE IN THE LATEST
POLLS, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL PLACE A PREMIUM
ON EXPERIENCE, COMPETENCE AND INTEGRITY WHEN

THEY LOOK AT THE 1988 CANDIDATES. I WOULD JUST

SAY THIS:

Page 18 of 23

c019_044_041_all_Alb.pdf















This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

-23 -

CONCLUSION

WHEN ALL IS SAID AND DONE, wé ARE
REPUBLICANS BECAUSE WE BELIEVE IN OUR PARTY.
MAYBE IT'S BASED ON PERSONALITY, BUT ABOVE ALL,
YOU BELIEVE IN THE REPUBLICAN PARTY BECAUSE YOU
LIKE WHAT IT STANDS FOR: GOOD GOVERNMENT,
EQUITY, FAIRNESS.

THAT'S WHAT IT'S REALLY ALL ABOUT. THAT'S
WHAT THE FUTURE OF THE PARTY'S ALL ABOUT. THANK

YOU VERY MUCH.

#hé
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