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DEDICATED VOLUNTEER. THERE'S NO REASON WE
CAN'T BUILD ON THAT TRADITION OF CARE'TO KEEP
THE FOCUS ON PREVENTION AND "WELLNESS "y ALONG
WITH CONTINUED ACCESS TO ACUTE SERVICES AND
DIAGNOSTIC TECHNOLOGY THAT CLINICS SUCH AS THIS
ONE HAVE. I STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT THE HOSPITAL
AS A COMMUNITY INSTITUTION WILL CONTINUE TO
PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN EVERY PART OF THIS
COUNTRY. THE FUNCTION OF ALL THESE HOSPITALS

== INCLUDING -- RURAL HOSPITALS -- WILL HAVE TO

- —>
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EVOLVE DURING THE NEXT FEW YEARS, HOWEVER, TO

MEET THE CHANGING HEALTH CARE NEEDS OF THE

COMMUNITIES THEY SERVE.

THE NEW MEDICARE PAYMENT SYSTEM HAS

INCREASED THE MOVEMENT OF MANY PATIENTS FROM
SMALLER COMMUNITIES INTO REGIONAL CENTERS,
LARGER URBAN HOSPITALS, AND MULTI-SPECIALTY

CLINICS LIKE THE ONE WE ARE HELPING DEDICATE

TODAY. THAT MOVEMENT MAKES A GREAT DEAL OF

SENSE. CLINICS LIKE THE\TOWER CLINICIOFFER THE

VERY BEST THAT SCIENCE HAS TO OFFER.

X

BUT

. ¢
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DURING THIS TIME OF TRANSITION, WE HAVE A

RESPONSIBILITY TO OUR RURAL COMMUNITIES TO

ASSIST THEM IN REBUILDING AND REORIENTING THEIR

SERVICES.

DURING THIS TRANSITION PERIOD, IT 1S
CRITICAL THAT THE MEDICARE SYSTEM PLAYS AN

ACTIVE ROLE IN MAINTAINING ACCESS TO QUALITY

HEALTH SERVICES IN RURAL AREAS.

-3
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I HAVE RECENTLY SPONSORED LEGISLATION THAT
WOULD PROVIDE SMALIL RURAIL HOSPITALS WITH GRANTS
S ————

TO HELP FINANCE SOME OF THE CHANGES THEY NEED

TO MAKE. WE MAY NEED TO FIND EVEN MORE WAYS TO

ASSIST THEM.

RURAL HOSPITALS WILL CONTINUE TO PLAY AN
ESSENTIAL ROLE IN DELIVERING HEALTH CARE
SERVICES IN PLACES LIKE IOWA AND KANSAS, BUT IN

ORDER TO STAY ALIVE, THEY'RE GOING TO HAVE TO

CHANGEﬁAND IT'S UP TO US TO HELP THEM.
e e
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CHALLENGES AHEAD

RECENT PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTOR REFORMS ===
INCLUDING THOSE THAT ARE CAUSING THE PROBLEMS
IN OUR RURAL AREAS==REPRESENT AN IMPORTANT
DEPARTURE FROM THE "MORE IS BETTER" MENTALITY
THAT HELPED DRIVE HEALTH COSTS UPWARD IN THE

PAST TWO DECADES; AND IT IS A TREND WE SHOULD

CONTINUE. AT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, WE MUST

ENSURE THAT OUR COST CONSCIOUSNESS DOESN'T LEAD

TO A LOWER STANDARD OF CARE.
— ¥
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IN SCIENCE, OUR GENIUS FOR INVENTION IS
SERVING-UP INCREDIBLE DIAGNOSTIC, SURGICAIL AND
BIOMEDICAL BREAKTHROUGHS THAT BLUR THE LINES
BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH! AND HOLD THE PROMISE OF
REMARKABLE CURESL&HE THE THREAT OF UNACCEPTABLE

COSTS ,‘I‘OO )

THE "GRAYING" OF AMERICA PRESENTS ANOTHER
MAJOR CHALLENGE, AS A BURGEONING POPULATION OF
ELDERLY CITIZENS WHO CONSUME THE MOST EXPENSIVE
HIGH-TECH MEDICINE: AND WHO PUT A SEVERE STRAIN

)
ON OUR CAPACITY TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE MEDICAL,

— —>
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NURSING HOME, AND HOME HEALTH CARE. IN LAW AND
RELIGION, OUR JUDGES, HEMSS®SmES AND MORAL
THEOLOGIANS ARE CONFOUNDED BY THE PANDORA'S BOX
OF MEDICAL DISCOVERIES THAT INSISTS THEY
REEXAMINE QUESTIONS AS FUNDAMENTAL AS WHEN LIFE

BEGINS AND ENDS.

WITH SUCH POTENT SCIENTIFIC, DEMOGRAPHIC,
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC FORCES AFOOT, THE
FERMENT AND TURMOIL THROUGHOUT THE HEALTH CARE

INDUSTRY HAVE REACHED THE HIGH PITCH OF

REVOLUTION. GUIDING THIS REVOLUTION IS A
>
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DELICATE BUSINESS BECAUSE THERE IS SO MUCH OF
VALUE TO PRESERVE: THE AMERICAN WAY OF HEALTH

HAS BEEN NOTHING SHORT OF MIRACULOUS.

HUBERT HUMPHREY ONCE SAID "“THE MORAIL, TEST
OF GOVERNMENT IS HOW THAT GOVERNMENT TREATS
THOSE WHO ARE IN THE DAWN OF LIFE; THE

CHILDREN; THOSE WHO ARE IN THE TWILIGHT OF

LIFE, THE ELDERLY; AND THOSE WHO ARE IN THE

SHADOWS OF LIFE; THE SICK, THE NEEDY AND THE

HANDICAPPED".

- i _,
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IN OUR THIRD CENTURY WE HAVE TO WONDER IF

WE CAN SUSTAIN THE COMMITMENT. WITH YOUR HELP,

A=

I BELIEVE WE CAN.
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