
REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE 
REMODELING ASSOCIATION INDUSTRY CONVENTION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

INTRODUCTION 
IT'S A PLEASURE TO BE HERE TODAY. I KIND 

OF WISH THIS CONVENTION HAD BEEN HELD A FEW WEEKS AGO. ~ITH THE DEMOCRATS NOW IN THE ' -
. .. . -. MAJORITY IN - ~HE SENATE, I'VE HAD · · ~6 GIVE UP 

SOME OF MY CAPITOL OFFICE SPACE ·AND·· I SURE 
COULD HAVE USED YOUR HELP • 

• 
. ,,.,,~-= --
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ANYWAY, EVEN THOUGH I MISSED OUT ON THAT, SOMETIME BETWEEN NOW AND 1988 I MIGHT JUST BE ABLE TO THINK UP SOME OTHER WAYS YOU CAN HELP ME. 

BUT I AM HAPPY TO HAVE THE CHANCE TO TALK TO YOU, ESPECIALLY TODAY. BECAUSE THIS MAY TURN OUT TO BE A RATHER PIVOTAL DAY FOR OUR COUNTRY'S FUTURE OVER THE NEXT COUPLE OF YEARS. RELEASE OF TOWER COMMISSION REPORT • THE TOWER C~MMISS°ION ... -- APPO~INTED . ,.BY THE PRESIDENT IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE IRAN-CONTRA AFFAIR -- WILL BE RELEASED WITHIN HOURS. I'M SURE THAT ALL OF US HERE IN WASHINGTON AND . 

.. 
AROUND THE COUNTRY ' ARE GOING TO BB LOOKING AT 
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IT, AND REACTING TO IT, OVER THE NEXT DAYS AND 
WEEKS. AND THE WAY WE REACT IS GOING TO BE 
TERRIBLY IMPORTANT TO OUR COUNTRY. 

I HAVEN'T HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO GO OVER 
THE REPORT YET, SO I'M NOT IN A POSITION TO 
COMMENT ON IT DIRECTLY. BUT I DO WANT TO 
SUGGEST A COUPLE OF.BASIC IDEAS THAT OUGHT TO 
CONDITION THE WAY WE LOOK AT THE REPORT -- AND 
MORE BROADLY, THE WAY WE LOOK AT WHAT HAS 

• HAPPENED ON THIS WHOLE AFFAIR OVER THE PAST FEW 
MONTHS. 

·-_J 

• 
./ ' ." -
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PRESIDENT TOOK INITIATIVE TO GET TRUTH OUT 
AND I WOULD START OUT BY REMINDING 

EVERYONE, AGAIN, THAT IT WAS THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES WHO CREATED THE TOWER 
COMMISSION • . HE DIDN'T HAVE TO. BUT HE DID. BECAUSE HE WANTED THE TRUTH TO BE TOLD. 

IT WAS THE PRES!DENT, TOO, WHO ORDERED THE APPOINTMENT OF A SO-CALLED INDEPENDENT COUNSEL -- A SPECIAL PROSECUTOR. HE DIDN'T HAVE TO • .. BUT HE DID. BECAUSE -HE WANTED THE TRUTH TO BE ' 
TOLD. 

AND IT WAS THE PRESIDENT -- PRESIDENT 
R§AGAN -- WHO HAS PLEDGED .HIS COOPERATION TO THE VARIOUS CONGRESSIONAL ·INVESTIGATIONS. ·AND WHO HAS DELIVERED ON THAT PLEDGE. IN FACT, 
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DELIVERED TO SUCH A DEGREE THAT SOME HAVE 
QUESTIONED WHETHER HE HAS TURNED OVER TO 
CONGRESS SOME MATERIAL HE SHOULDN'T HAVE. BUT THE PRESIDENT HAS GONE AHEAD AND GIVEN CONGRESS EVERYTHING IT HAS ASKED FOR. AND, AS WE HAVE 

SEEN IN OUR HISTORY, THE PRESIDENT DIDN'T HAVE TO DO , THIS. BUT THIS PRESIDENT HAS. BECAUSE 
HE WANTS THE TRUTH TO BE TOLD. 

THERE HAS BEEN NO COVER-UP; NO 
• STONEWALLING;' NO DUCKING RESPONSIBILITY. AT 

. ··• • - . • . ·: . · '!" · ~ ._ .. . 

LEAST NOT BY THE PRESIDENT. AND IT SEEMS TO ME . . ..., -~~!· . ~- -~ ,.:. ,:. . ,, . ' I 

~ ;_ ~ . 
~ , • . ~ ·~ :"' .· -·;· '· THAT, .· ALONE, IS ONE MARK OP THE KIND "OP 

YEARS. 
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THE BOTTOM LINE IS THIS: THE PRESIDENT 
WANTED THE TRUTH OUT -- HE WANTED THE CHIPS TO 
FALL WHEREVER THEY WERE DESTINED TO FALL -- NOT 
BECAUSE HE THOUGHT THAT WOULD BE GREAT FOR 
RONALD REAGAN. BUT BECAUSE HE KNEW IT WOULD BE 
GOOD -- IN FACT, WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR THE 
COUNTRY. 

SO AS WE HEAR ABOUT, AND THINK ABOUT, THE 
TOWER COMMISSION REPORT, AND MAKE OUR OWN • JUDGMENTS ABOUT . "WHO/ SHOT JOHN" -- LET'S KEEP 

. . . .·: - . 

THIS VERY MUCH IN MIND: THE PRESIDENT SHOT NO ._..... . .. .. ~ \ . .. .. ·. ONE. AND HE HAS LED -- LED -- THE FIGHT TO . ,, ,_.... 

F~ND OUT WHO DID. 

WE SHOULD KEEP IN MIND. AND IN MANY WAYS, THIS 
IS EVEN MORE IMPORTANT. 
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MUCH REMAINS THE SAME, DESPITE REPORT 
AFTER TONIGHT'S NEWS SHOWS, TOMORROW'S 

HEADLINES, AND ALL THE COMMENTARY AND DEBATE WE 
ARE GOING TO HAVE OVER THE NEXT COUPLE OF DAYS 
-- SOME THINGS ARE NOT GOING TO BE ANY 
DIFFERENT AT ALL. 

aoNALD REAGAN is STILL GOING TO BE THE 
PRESIDENT. AND HE'S GOING TO REMAIN THE 
PRESIDENT UNTIL JANUARY 20, 1989 -- AND THAT'S • TWO YEARS AWAY. . . , , ·{~ · . (' . ' ' 1. 

AND THE ENORMOUS PROBLEMS THIS COUNTRY 
.., ,._ • _. ·- '""' r 

.- . ,. :·. ~. . .. . FACES -- THOSE PROBLEMS ARE. NOT GOING TO CHANGE 
. 

. ·~ 

BE~AUSE THE TOWER ~O~ISSION HAS P.INISHED·~~~.~"l'S ·. ·~/~- ' ' . ' .. f· . . . ~·->· ' .:. ""-" .. ' : • >' • ,'f ! "$": • .· t 

I 
WORK. THEY WILL ·STILL BB THERE, AS DAUNTING AS 
EVER. 

I ~ ' 
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AND NEITHER WILL WE LOSE THE OPPORTUNITIES 
WE HAVE AS A COUNTRY AND AS AMERICANS. THOSE OPPORTUNITIES -- TO ACHIEVE SUSTAINED 
PROSPERITY AT HOME; TO ASSERT OUR LEADERSHIP 
IN THE FREE WORLD; TO EXPAND THE FRONTIERS OF FREEDOM AROUND THE GLOBE -- THEY WILL STILL BE 

c THERE, BEFORE AMERICA, BEFORE US. 
AND THE FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS WILL REMAIN: CAN WE OVERCOME THE PROBLEMS? CAN WE SEIZE THE • OPPORTUNITIES, AND D.O::THE NATION'S->WORK? o/ • 

• • ,~ - ~ '.. .-· ••• 
• ~ .,. ' '> . . . 

TWO CHOICES 
. . ~ .- '• .' r4 .... - "WE .BASICALLY HAVE TWO CHOICES, NO MATTER 

WH/'T TURNS OUT TO BB IN THE TOWER COMMISSION 

"'. ·' ;• ... 

) ,..,. . ..; 

' ,, ·-
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WE CAN REMAIN PREOCCUPIED WITH CRITICISM; WITH FINDING OUT WHO TO BLAME AND FIRE; WITH EXPRESSING DOOM AND GLOOM FOR THE COUNTRY AND THE PRESIDENT. 

OR WE CAN ACCEPT THE FACTS IN THE REPORT; DEAL WITH THEM; AND, THEN, GET BACK TO THE 
r OTHER WORK OF THE COUNTRY. TOGETHER. · WITH THE · ,.<.:;•' 

PRESIDENT. WITH HIS LEADERSHIP. AND UNITED. CERTAINLY NOT ON EVERYTHING. BUT AT LEAST ON • THIS: 'THAT WE ARE AI':at. AMERICANS. -, ·THAT WE ALL 
.. 

... :. .· ~ . GOING TO HAVE IT, . UNLESS WE HAVE A :STRONG ~ ··' ', ' . 

.:.-'t -:1 -:-......• . • . 

AND THAT WE'RE NOT 
-- ,:~~ ·:;-·~. . '. l:-·;: ... ·.o/. .... . ... . ... -: ' .· . 

WANT A STRONG AMERICA. 
' .,. .. ' ; . 

PRf:SIDENT. .,. 

.. 
' I • • 

.... ·.• • • ~'~~~ :;~~:· i r.- .. . . •.; ..... ,.._, ---":'-:~'-... ? . .s;. l 

• <'t" 'to,.I . • ..... : pf • ;'' ~ ~ 
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IF WE FALTER, OUR ADVERSARIES WILL PROSPER BECAUSE, MAKE NO MISTAKE ABOUT IT, IF WE DON'T JOIN TOGETHER, THERE ARE PLENTY OF 
PROBLEMS IN THIS COUNTRY THAT ARE GOING TO GET OUT OF HAND. AND PLENTY OF PEOPLE AROUND THE GLOBE -- FROM MOSCOW TO MANAGUA, FROM TRIPOLI TO TEHERAN -- WHO ARE MORE THAN READY TO ·TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR DISUNITY OR DISCORD. 

YOU CAN SAY MANY THINGS ABOUT MR. GORBACHEV • -- AND ON ANOTHER OCCASION, I• o .. BE· HAPPY· ::'l'o SAY A FEW OF THOSE THINGS -- BUT ONE THING YOU . ..... . ' ·•- •' ~· .. ~ CAN'T DENY. HE IS PRESENTING US WITH A VERY FOJUIIDABLE POLITICAL~ CHALLENGE • , 
. ·,.,, .-

·/ 
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THOUGHTFUL PEOPLE HAVE BEEN WONDERING 
HAVE BEEN FEARING -- FOR A LONG TIME WHAT MIGHT 
HAPPEN -- NOT IF THE SOVIET UNION PRODUCED A 
DEMOCRATIC, POLITICALLY ATTRACTIVE LEADER; 
THAT'S NOT GOING TO HAPPEN, WITH THEIR SYSTEM. 
BUT WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF A SOVIET LEADER 
EMERG,ED WHO TURNED OUT TO BE A SMART, 
POLITICALLY SOPHISTICATED DICTATOR. SOMEONE 

WHO COULD SPOUT WHAT. MANY IN WESTERN EUROPE AND 
• 

• < • ·~·~.· ~~·-- ;- .... ~ 

TH~S COUNTRY \~ANT Tq4ffEAR ABOUT ARMS REDUCTIONS ···' AND PEACE; WHO HAD MASTERED THE RHETORIC OF 
.. ·" ...... ~,··,.\ .'"-""';-:"'"':° . REFORM AND .UNDERSTOOD ·HOW MANY POINTS HE ·COULD , . ~~ ~; ·~ ~ . \f -. ' 

,.. .. . WIN THROUGH THE RELEASE OP JUST A PEW POLI:T.ICA·I) 
. 

.. . 
~ 

. .._,. ... ! -. · ~ . 

• :.:t; ,. : 
: .. J>- , .. • ... "- :, ~ ., ., ~" .... ~ ...... \!{ . ~....... " .. 

. )",.. '- - ~ : ~·- . .. :·-. ::•:-.-" ~ .... ~-~? -·: .'!:r'" '~ -~ •. 
PRISONERS. .-·I·N -'SHOR'f :,·~ .. soMEONE WHO COULD BACK UP 
THE SOVIETS' MASSIVE MILITARY FORCE WITH AN 

.. 
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ADROIT, MODERN-LOOKING DIPLOMACY, THAT SEEKS TO 
BLUR THE FUNDAMENTAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
COMMUNISM AND FREEDOM. WELL, WE DON'T HAVE TO 
WONDER ANY MORE. 

BUT NEITHER DO WE HAVE TO DESPAIR. NOT IF 
WE ARE UNITED. 

GORBACHEV MAY BE -- LET'S FACE IT, IS . --'·· 
GREAT AT P.R. BUT HE'S GOT A LOUSY PRODUCT. 
AND WE CAN SHOW HOW LOUSY IT IS BY OUR OWN • PERFORMANCE 1 AS A NA'rION AND A. ·PEOJ;'LE. u -

BUT ONLY IF WE WORK TOGETHER. 
< , _ ........... ... 

, ....... ~ .... "- .: -' · ~ .- ... ...... . THE CHALLENGES WE FACE: AT ,.HOME ••• 
• WHAT DO WE HAVE TO DO? WE HAVE TO· POT OUR , -· -. 

. .... OWN ECONOMIC HOOSE ·IN ORDBRI' AND MAKE ·soRE IT 
STAYS THAT WAY. THE FIRST PRIORITIES THERE ARE 

.. . , 

. ' 
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TO DO SOMETHING DRASTIC AND PERMANENT ABOUT 
REDUCING FEDERAL BUDGET DEFICITS; AND TO MAKE 
SURE THAT WE DON'T RETREAT ON THE PRINCIPLES OF 
TAX REFORM, WHIC~ ARE ESSENTIAL TO OUR 
LONG-TERM ECONOMIC VITALITY. 

WE HAVE TO DO SOMETHING QUICKLY AND 
VIGOROUSLY ABOUT TR~DE DEFICITS. I KNOW THAT 
IS A VERY HIGH PRIORITY TO THIS INDUSTRY. BUT 
IF WE ARE TO DO SOMETHING THAT WORKS, WE'RE 

• 

I.,..•, ~ 
_GO~NG TO HAVE TO AVOID THE TRA.~~~t·O~-·~iTURNING ... ~THIS I• 

INTO AN IRRATIONAL, PARTISAN, BIDDING CONTEST . -- , ... _,.. -. " ·~. ~ . -...."7"" ; - '~ ., -· ·Jf· '. 
. ... .... ~ . ..,.- .. ... ....... •. FOR ~ POPtJL.AR.I°T-Y AMONG COMPETING ~ INTERES.T> GROUPS. . \ \.. ·~ 

• WE NEED A SOUND,;_:COf4PREHENSIVE, : BI~ART.I~~N •• 

.. • J.J- -. > 

. . . /~ - . -.--· .. ., ' , .. APPROAca :·:'l'HA1' WILL SHOW· 'l'HOSE ' .WHO DON'T TRADE 
FAIRLY THAT WE MEAN BUSINESS; PROVE TO THOSE 

.• t'"' ' 

.. ,·, :r" ·~'\ _"'' t-:. ~ ;1 
•• • ·i<l 

.... t ,~ . t { 
" 
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WHO DO THAT WE DO NOT SEEK TO PENALIZE THEM; AND WHICH GETS AT BOTH THE SHORT-RUN PROBLEMS, AND THE LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS, TO THIS TERRIBLE NATIONAL PROBLEM • 

••• AND AROUND THE WORLD 
AND WE MUST MOVE, MOST URGENTLY OF ALL, TO INSURE THAT AMERICA .REMAINS THE STRONGEST -. ··~ .. 

NATION ON EARTH, BOTH MILITARILY AND 
POLITICALLY • 

• WE START BY FACING THIS TROTH: - A STRONG DEFENSE COSTS MONEY -- BIG MONEY • THAT DOESN'T .... ~ MEAN WE HAVE TO TOLERATE WASTE IN THE 
PE~TAGON. THERE IS NO GROUP THAT KNOWS .A.NY ... ..=.:..: 

· ~ 

- /. • . • 

.,.:-~ - '!' ·,. - ...... , 

. BETTER THAN THI·S c·'iONE.4 THAT TOILET SEATS AND SCREWS DON'T COST THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS. 
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BUT WE HAVE TO BE SECOND TO NONE IN OUR 
MILITARY TECHNOLOGY. WE HAVE TO BE SECOND TO 
NONE IN THE QUALITY OF OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL. 
AND WE HAVE TO BE SECOND TO NONE IN OUR 
WILLINGNESS TO BEAR THE COST OF FREEDOM. 

AND, TOO, WE HAVE TO MATCH OUR MILITARY 
STR,ENGTH WITH A STRONG 1 ACTIVE FOREIGN POLICY. ' :1· .. ... -: .. - . 

ARMS CONTROL REMAINS AT THE TOP OF OUR AGENDA. 
REYKJAVIK REPRESENTED A WATERSHED. IT WAS THE 

• FIRST TIME AN AMERICAN PRESIDENT AND A SOVIET 
LEADER TALKED SERIOUSLY ABOUT LARGE REDUCTIONS . . . -- NOT LIMITS, BUT .. ACTUAL REDUCTIONS -- OF 

' . NUCLEAR STOCKPILES •. ~" AND IT RESULTED IN THE · .\ . 
. ""- .. -,. 

,;--,: ~ ,, . -· / . DEVELOPMENT .-op NEGOTIATING OUTLINES WHIC·H CAN 

,\ 

I 

,{-·· . ·~ 
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PROVIDE THE FRAMEWORK FOR ACTUAL AGREEMENTS. 
IF THE SOVIETS WILL JUST NEGOTIATE IN GOOD 
FAITH. 

AND WE HAVE OTHER IMPORTANT INTERNATIONAL 
TASKS. WE HAVE ONLY BEGUN TO FIGURE OUT HOW TO 
DEAL WITH THE SCOURGE OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE IN DRUGS. WE"HAVE NOT EVEN GOTTE~ _ TH~T ., '• .. . "' ~' ' .. •· ' . '~ . 

FAR IN COMING UP WITH A STRATEGY TO STOP 
INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM. AND WE HAVE STILL TO .. PROVE THAT WE WILL MEET ·OUR RESPONSIBILITY, AND 

MATCH OUR RINGING RHETORIC, BY PROVIDING REAL, 
SUSTAINED SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE FIGHTING FOR THEIR 
FR~EDOM AROUND THE GLOBE. 

- ··-. / 

WE CAN DO WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE 
THESE CHALLENGES ARE ENORMOUS. BUT SO ARE 

AMERICAN RESOURCES AND INGENUITY. 

• ;-. .. 
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WE HAVE SPENT AND SPENT, UNTIL OUR FEDERAL 
DEFICITS HAVE GOTTEN OUT OF HAND. WE OUGHT TO 
BE ABLE TO MUSTER THE WILL AND THE WAYS TO GET 
THEM BACK UNDER CONTROL. 

WE USED TO BE WAY AHEAD OF THE PACK IN 
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND WORLD TRADE. WE SHOULD 

c . BE ABLE TO FIND OUR ·WAY BACK INTO THE LEAD.· 
c 

...!1' ' .•. ~ . ··~· ~ . " • --.• : .. ,. .. _. 

WE CREATED THE FIRST NUCLEAR WEAPONS. AND 
NOW WE HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO LEAD THE SEARCH 

• FOR WAYS TO RENDER THEM. OB~OLETE. _ •• ~ 
J • 

AMERICA HAS PROBLEMS. BUT WE HAVE ONE 
.... . : .. ,, - ~ THING IN MUCH GREATER MEASURE: PROMISE. :OUR 

PROMISE AS A NATION .AND AS A PEOPLE • • 
/.· .. . . . . .. ... . •' -: . ·' 

. ... "' t . 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 17 of 18



- 18 -

SO, LET US PICK UP THE TOWER REPORT, READ 
IT CAREFULLY AND TAKE WHATEVER LESSONS IT HAS 
TO OFFER. 

AND THEN LET'S PUT IT DOWN, AND GET BACK TO 
THE NATION'S BUSINESS. 

.. 

• 

. • 

.. . 
/ 

,,. ...... . 

i#i 

•. ·. ·.~~-:~~-· ' 
.... . . 

. . . ~ ., . .r 
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