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STATEMENT OF THE HON. CARROLL A. CAMPBELL, JR.
November 25, 1985

I am today offering to the people of South Carolina, for the’r
consideration, my candidacy for Governor. I ask that my experience,
values, philosophy, concerns and vision be taken into account as ez-~h
of you seeks to decide who will lead our State.

As the campaign progresses, I will be offering detailed proposals
addressing many issues. Today, I would like to present an overview of

my vision for South Carolina.

I believe that the challenges which confront us =- to move South
Carolina ahead economically and educationally and to improve the
quality of life and opportunities for each man, woman and child =-- «an
best be met by the candidate who understands both the problems of
business and the policy-making of state and federal governments.

And I believe my experience is unique.

I have a solid background in the private sector. I have staiteqd
my own businesses, created jobs for others, and owned and operatec :

farm.

I am the only candidate, moreover, who has served eight year: in
state government, in the House and the Senate and in the
Administration of Governor James B. Edwards, and who has also ser.«d
four terms in the United States House of Representatives on the most
powerful committees in that body.

I am the only candidate wha has traveled the state and chaired
two campaigns for Ronald Reagan who carried South Carolina and wor tar
presidency both times.

My unique understanding of what private enterprise needs and !ic.s
government can help provide those needs can be drawn on to create nw
opportunities in South Carolina and to provide the effective
leadership needed to work at all levels.
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Legislation I have formulated such as the Child Support bill zud
the One-Stop Public Assistance bill are examples of federal-state
cooperative efforts to help children and to get services to those in
need. These initiatives were born out of the wide experience thai T

have.

The things that I value are basic: I value my family, my
friends, my religious beliefs, my independence and the freedoms this
great country affords. '

Philosophically, I believe in a limited government that foste:s
opportunities for individuals. I believe in fiscally sound policies
that are conducive to job creation through investment and growth, and
I believe the private sector must be the real creator of jobs., I
believe in helping temporarily those who, if given a hand, can and
will help themselves. I believe in giving long-term assistance onlv
to those who cannot in any case help themselves. I believe in a
strong public school system that affords each and every child the
opportunity to reach his or her full potential, for our children are
in the most real sense our future.

The vision I have for South Carolina is a place where people can
live and work and raise their families in an environment that is clasa
and safe; a South Carolina where our elderly live in dignity and wall
the streets unafraid; a South Carolina where every child can grow up
receiving good health care, getting a good education, and having 2
reasonable expectation of getting a good job.

I want to see South Carolina become a haven of opportunities

Over the years, we have taken some positive steps toward bringing
this vision to reality. Education was one of our major priorities in
the Edwards administration, when the Education Finance Act, the Basi:
Skills Assessment Act, and the Bducator Improvement Act were passed.
In 1984, building on these previous efforts, the important South

Carolina Educational Improvement Act was passed.

- 2 - Page 7 of 10

c019_042_033_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

With this emphasis on education, we are now spending 300% more -
public education than we were 10 years ago to educate approximately
the same number of students. 1In spite of the hyper-inflation of the
late 1970's, this is a dramatic increase in real effort, which has

been the proper direction to take.

Now, however, we must demand accountability: accountability f:am
those who teach our students; accountability from the administrator:
who are expendxng the resources; accountability from ourselvea, as
parents, and, yes, from the children themselves.

We must demand that there be discipline in our schools and be
prepared to back our school officials and teachers when they enforcz
the rules. Our schools must be places of order and learning, and our
teachers and students should not have to fear for their safety in tio
public schools.

We should not shy away from teacher testing to insure that our
educators are the best. The 1984 Education Improvement Act wisely
requires testing for new teachers, but teachers in the system should
be tested as well. As we can afford it, we should also move toward a
professional career ladder for teachers to attract and hold the best
available. Our children deserve no less.

We must recognize, however, that the only way to pay for
excellence is to expand our job and tax base. We cannot fund
excellence by taxing the same people more and more.

Today, we have the highest state and local taxes among our sizta-
states as a percentage of our individual income. Our taxes have con?
up as a percentage of our pay, while others have gone down. South
Carolina is making virtually no gains against national average per
capita income, yet we are taxing more,

We can't continue to raise taxes each year as we have done for
the last three. We can't mislead the people by telling them one thiag
and then doing another such as putting an extra tax on food after pro-:
mising not to da so.
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For, 1f we are to truly excel in South Carolina, people must iave
confidence in their government. And, if we are to create jobs thraugh
expansion, entrepreneurship, and outside investment, we must be ccm -

petitive.

I called attention to our problems in August in a speech at trec
State Fairgrounds. Now, a study by Clemson and University of South
Carolina professars for the State Chamber of Commerce bears out what I
have been saying.

We must develop a comprehensive strategy for dealing with today's
economic realities. We must have a comprehensive plan to direct state
activities toward economic development.

Such a plan must build on and meet the needs of the industries
and employers already in South Carolina, such as textiles, tourism,
tobacco, transportation and timber. It must also seek ways to diver--
sify our industrial base. We should seek to add the sixth Y -
technology =-- to our base.

Such a plan must take into consideration our comparative position
in taxes, insurance, size and cost of government, indebtedness, finan-
cial incentives and red tape.

As Governor, I would immediately fashion a task force from the
public and private sectors on competitiveness and job creation. It
will be charged with reviewing the full picture from the roads we
travel to the environment we live in to the tax burden we bear. ;

As Governor, I would also stand squarely behind our law enfor-
cement officials as they fight the criminal element. No effort would
be spared to get the violent criminal off the streets.

I would support a statewide strike force and a statewide grand
jury system. I would also support revising our sentencing procedurss.
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I realize that if we a?gmﬁgﬁgﬁwgﬁmérime, we must have prisons.
That is where our violent criminals must be, and I believe the Gencral
Assembly must immediately authorize funding for pending prisons. Buc
~ that is not enough. We must also explore ways to rehabilitate our
young offenders such as intense incarceration, and, with the new tecr-
nologies, we should look to such things as computer monitored supe:
parole. We should also examine the feasibility of privatization ir

the construction of medium-security prisons.

South Carolina is a state with a wealth of natural, scenic and
historic resources. We are fortunate that this is our heritage, Lut
the responsibility is ours to strike a balance that will preserve that
heritage for our children yet create the kind of opportunities thet
will allow them to make a good living here at home. One of the knoz-
tiest problems before us in that regard is nuclear waste. The
Low-Level Nuclear Waste Compact presently pending in Congress offers
the best solution to deal with that problem, but we must also insist,
as T have, that our state will not become a repository for high-level
nuclear waste storage. For the fact is that South Carolina has
¢ already shouldered more than her fair share of this burden.

I believe the Governor of South Carolina must be the chief
ambassador of our people. The Governor must be the chief récruiter Or
jobs. The Governor must be the chief advocate of the children in
their quest for quality educational opportunity; of the elderly as
they live out their retirement years in dignity and safety; and of the
working people of South Carolina who pay the bills but are too often
forgotten,

I believe I can do these things. I believe I can represent cur
state well and be a positive force for improvement.

My wife, Iris, and my two sons, Carroll III and Mike, have given
me their support. With God's help, we will bring new opportunities
for the people of our State.
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