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REMARKS BY SENATOR BOB DOLE
MIDWEST REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
AMWAY GRAND - GRANDVIEW ROOM
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN
JUNE 22, 1985

“VALUES AND VISIONS”

THANKS VERY MUCH, IN A VERY REAL SENSE, TODAY

REPRESENTS SOMETHING OF A HOMECOMING FOR THIS SON OF RUSSELL,
KANSAS, WHO AS A YOUNG MAN LEARNED HIS REPUBLICANISM BY THE
EXAMPLES OF OTHER MIDWESTERNERS: MEN LIKE ALF LANDON AND ARTHUR
VANDENBURG, WENDELL WILLKIE AND BOB TAFT. LATER ON, THERE WERE
OTHERS. FRANK CARLSON AND EV DIRKSEN, BOB GRIFFIN,AND ABOVE ALL,
JERRY FORD. TODAY, THE MIDWEST REMAINS WHAT IT HAS BEEN EVER
SINCE A NEW PARTY ASSEMBLED IN A JACKSON, MICHIGAN GROVE OVER 130
YEARS AGO - THE HEART AND HEARTLAND OF REPUBLICANISM. BUT WE

DON‘T LOOK AT WHAT HAS BEEN; WE PREFER TO IMAGINE WHAT MIGHT BE,
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THANKS TO A NEW GENERATION OF PRAIRIE STATE REPUBLICANS. THEIR
BACKGROUNDS ARE AS DIVERSE AS THEIR TALENTS. TOGETHER, HOWEVER,
THEY SUGGEST THE GROUNDSWELL OF POPULAR SUPPORT FOR A PARTY AS
COMFORTABLE IN THE UNION HALL AS THE COUNTRY CLUB. THEY INCLUDE
NANCY KASSEBAUM AND BILL LUCAS - DAN QUAYLE AND BILL JANKLOW -
JIM THOMPSON AND CHUCK GRASSLEY - BOB MICHAEL AND BOB KASTEN.
THE 80°S: A REPUBLICAN DECADE

BY ANY STANDARD OF MEASUREMENT, IT’S A GOOD TIME TO BE A
MIDWEST REPUBLICAN. HERE AS ELSEWHERE, WE HAVE A GOLDEN
OPPORTUNITY TO ROUND OUT THE 1980°'S AS A REPUBLICAN DECADE. NOT
SIMPLY BY OFFERING ATTRACTIVE CANDIDATES - BUT BY OFFERING UP A
VISION TO MATCH. A VISION WHICH EXTENDS BEYOND THE WASHINGTON

BELTWAY - YOU ALL KNOW THE WASHINGTON BELTWAY: MOTORISTS DRIVE
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IT, TIP O'NEILL WEARS IT, AND ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, MOST TAXPAYERS
GET HIT WITH IT. TO CHANGE THAT, OUR VISION, LIKE OUR VALUES,
MUST BE BROAD AS THE CONTINENT. YET WHO KNOWS MORE ABOUT VISION
THAN THE MIDWESTENER? FOR HERE ON THE GREAT PLAINS, WE CAN SEE A
LONG WAY IN ALL DIRECTIONS.

IT WAS THE LONG VIEW THAT SUSTAINED LINCOLN IN THE FIERY
TRIAL OF CIVIL WAR. IT WAS THE SAME FORESIGHT THAT I SAMPLED AS
A YOUNG MAN GROWING UP AMIDST THE WHEAT FIELDS OF KANSAS. FOR
WHATEVER FACTION OF THE PARTY WE CALLED HOME, THEN AS NOW, WE ALL
SHARED A COMMON BELIEF IN THE UNCOMMON POSSIBILITIES OF THE
INDIVIDUAL. THE KANSAS STATE MOTTO PROCLAIMS “THROUGH ADVERSITY
TO THE STARS.” AND WE'VE ALL EXPERIENCED OUR SHARE OF ADVERSITY
IN LIFE. EVEN SO, WE BELIEVED THAT THERE WAS SOMETHING

EXTRAORDINARY IN THE MOST SEEMINGLY ORDINARY MEN AND WOMEN. WE
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HELD TO THE DEMOCRATIC VIEW - DEMOCRATIC WITH A SMALL D - THAT
EACH OF US HAD THE POWER AND THE RESPONSIBILITY TO MAKE OUR LIVES
USEFUL. WHERE YOU WOUND UP ON THE LADDER OF SUCCESS COUNTED FAR
LESS THAN THE EFFORT YOU EXPENDED IN MAKING THE CLIMB.
LIFE ON THE LADDER

WE HELD TO ANOTHER VALUE AS WELL. 1IN PRAIRIE VILLAGES AND IN
URBAN NEIGHBORHOODS ALIKE, WE TOLD OURSELVES THAT ONCE YOU
REACHED UP TO THE FIRST RUNG ON THE LADDER, YOU REACHED DOWN TO
THE NEIGHBOR BELOW. WHATEVER ELSE YOU DID, YOU DIDN'T PULL UP
THE LADDER AFTER YOU. WE BELIEVED THAT YOU COULD BE CONSERVATIVE
AND COMPASSIONATE AT THE SAME TIME - THAT YOU COULD FEEL WITH
YOUR HEART WHAT YOU KNEW IN YOUR HEAD - AND THAT BUDGETS MUST BE
BALANCED SO THAT OPPORTUNITIES MIGHT BE CREATED. LONG BEFORE IT

BECAME A WASHINGTON CATCHPHRASE, MIDWEWSTERN REPUBLICANS WERE
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BUILDING THEIR VERY OWN OPPORTUNITY SOCIETY. AND WHEREVER WE
HAVE CARRIED THESE PRINCIPLES INTO ACTION, WE HAVE RECEIVED WHAT
WE HAVE DESERVED - THE SUPPORT OF VOTERS WITH BLUE COLLARS AS
WELL AS BLACK TIES, FARMERS AND AUTOMAKERS, WOMEN AND MINORITIES,
VETERANS AND THE HANDICAPPED, PEOPLE FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE AND
ALL STAGES OF LIFE. PEOPLE WHO DEFINE THEMSELVES LESS BY
ABSTRUSE IDEOLOGY THAN THE AGE-OLD HUMAN DESIRES FOR SOMETHING A
LITTLE BETTER THAN THEIR PARENTS HAD KNOWN - A WORLD A LITTLE
FREER - A NEIGHBORHOOD A LITTLE SAFER - A NATION A LITTLE CLOSER
TO THE PROMISES IT MADE TO ITSELF AT ITS BIRTH.
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF LEADERSHIP

AS REPUBLICANS, WE HAVE ALWAYS STOOD FOR BUDGETS THAT WERE

LEAN AND TAXES THAT WERE LOW. WE HAVE ALWAYS RALLIED ROUND A

STRONG NATIONAL DEFENSE - NOT JUST AS MEASURED BY OUR WEAPONS OF
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WAR, BUT ALSO IN BUSTLING FACTORIES AND HEALTHY FARMS, AND ALL
ACROSS THE ECONOMIC FRONTLINES ON WHICH A NATION’S ULTIMATE
SECURITY MUST DEPEND. TODAY, WE STAND CLOSER THAN EVER TO BEING
AMERICA’S MAJORITY PARTY - NOT JUST BECAUSE AN IMMENSELY POPULAR
PRESIDENT PERSONIFIES THE STRENGTHS WE LIKE TO THINK OF AS
UNTQUELY OUR OWN - BUT ALSO BECAUSE MOST AMERICANS HAVE COME TO
IDENTIFY WITH THESE POSITIONS AS WE HAVE ARTICULATED THEM AND
WRITTEN THEM INTO LAW.

OVER THESE PAST FOUR AND HALF YEARS, THANKS TO A GREAT MANY
LEADERS - INCLUDING MY FRIENDS GEORGE BUSH AND JACK KEMP - WE'VE
TAMED INFLATION WHILE UNLEISHING ECONOMIC GROWTH. THE WORLD IS A
LESS DANGEROUS PLACE TODAY THAN IN 1980, THE DESPARATE TACTICS OF
INTERNATIONAL TERRORISTS NOTWITHSTANDING. WHY? BECAUSE THE
BALANCE OF POWER HAS TILTED BACK TOWARD AN EQUILIBRIUM. AFTER A

WORRISOME TIME OF DRIFT AND DISARRAY, THE UNITED STATES HAS NOT
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ONLY REBUILT HER DEFENSES - SHE HAS REGAINED HER SENSE OF
CONFIDENCE. SHE HAS STOPPED APOLOGIZING, AND STARTED ASSERTING
HER VITAL INTERESTS. SHE HAS RAISED HER GLOBAL PROFILE - AND SHE
WILL NEVER AGAIN LOWER HER FLAGS IN THE FACE OF STREET MOBS OR
TINHORN TYRANTS.
[HE REEAN LEGACY

HERE IS THE LEGACY OF RONALD REAGAN’S PRESIDENCY: ABOVE ALL,
A REPUBLICAN PARTY ABLE TO COMMUNICATE THE VALUES AND IDEALS IT
SHARES WITH WORKING MEN AND WOMEN. WE HAVE LEARNED THAT IT IS
NOT ENOUGH TO TELL PEOPLE YOU’RE ON THEIR SIDE. YOU HAVE TO SHOW
THEM. YOU HAVE TO SEARCH OUT THE THREADS THAT BIND YOU TOGETHER,
AND SET ASIDE THE DIFFERENCES THAT MIGHT OTHERWISE INSPIRE A
COLLECTION OF WARRING FACTIONS, AS DIVIDED AS THE DEMOCRATS AND

AS UNABLE TO SEND A COHERENT MESSAGE TO INSPIRE HOPE OR KINDLE
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ACTION. AND THAT'S NOT ALL. WHILE STANDING UP FOR WHAT YOU
BELIEVE IN, YOU HAVE TO REACH OUT TO THOSE WHO MAY NOT ENTIRELY
AGREE.

SHOW THE POOR AND THE WEAK HOW ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY AND
INDIVIDUAL INCENTIVE CAN DO FOR THEM WHAT THEY HAVE DONE FOR
GENERATIONS BEFORE. SHOW AMERICAN MOTHERS AND FATHERS THAT
PRESERVING OUR MILITARY STRENGTH NOW IS THE BEST GUARANTEE THAT
THEIR CHILDREN NEED NEVER GO TO WAR LATER. SHOW THE YOUNG THAT
THEIR IDEALS ARE RESPECTED, AND THEIR VIGOR AND IMAGINATION
CHERISHED AS THE SEED CAPITAL OF FUTURE GREATNESS. AND SHOW THE
ELDERLY THAT WE LOOK TO THEM FOR WISDOM AND COUNSEL, PROMISING IN
RETURN NEVER TO BREAK OUR COMMITMENTS OR OUR COVENANT WITH THOSE
WHO RAISED AN EARLIER CROP.

OUT OF POWER, IT'S ALL TOO EASY TO FORGET THE DIFFERENCE

BETWEEN WHAT’S RIGHT AND WHAT’S SELF-RIGHTEOUS. IN THE PROCESS,
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YOU CAN INADVERTENTLY TURN OFF MORE PEOPLE THAN YOU ATTRACT INTO
YOUR RANKS. 1IN POWER, WE HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO PERFORM, NOT
POSTURE - TO PUT OUR PRINCIPLES TO WORK, AND MILLIONS CITIZENS
T00.

THAT'S EXACTLY WHAT WE’VE DONE SINCE 1981. AND ACCORDING TO
THE ECONOMISTS, WE CAN PUT ANOTHER SEVEN MILLION AMERICANS ON THE
JOB BY TACKLING THE PRESENT DEFICIT. UP UNTIL NOW, WE’'VE MADE
HARD CHOICES SO THAT OUR FELLOW CITIZENS COULD ENJOY SOME LASTING
PROSPERITY. FOLLOWING IN THE PRESIDENT’S FOOTSTEPS, FOUR YEARS
AGO BILL ARMSTRONG AND I INTRODUCED TAX INDEXING - THE FIRST STEP
IN A PROCESS OF REFORMING A SYSTEM THAT IS ANYTHING BUT
SYSTEMATIC. WILL ROGERS USED TO SAY THAT THE INCOME TAX MADE
MORE LIARS OUT OF AVERAGE AMERICANS THAN ANYTHING - WITH THE

POSSIBLE EXCEPTIION OF GOLF. TO PUT AN END TO THAT, THE
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PRESIDENT HAS COME FORWARD WITH A REFORM PLAN BOTH COURAGEQOUS AND
HISTORIC. A PLAN THAT BUILDS ON OUR EARLIER EFFORTS TO LOWER
INDIVIDUAL RATES AND OVERHAUL DEPRECIATION. NOW THE PRESIDENT
WOULD TAKE THE LOGICAL NEXT STEP, BY ESTABLISHING A “LEVEL
PLAYING FIELD" FOR ALL KINDS OF BUSINESSES, AND ELIMINATING TAX
CONSIDERATIONS AS A PRIME FACTOR IN MAKING DECISIONS AS TO
SAVINGS AND INVESTMENT.

A GOOD START ON TAX REFORM

IT*S A GOOD PLAN - AND I'M CONVINCED WE CAN MAKE IT EVEN

BETTER. BUT FIRST, WE HAVE TO ASK SOME QUESTIONS. IS IT REVENUE

NEUTRAL, OR IS THERE DANGER OF LOSING REVENUE IN THE RUSH TO

REFORM? IS SOME KIND OF TWO-EARNER DEDUCTION - SOMETHING LIKE

THE SO-CALLED MARRIAGE PENALTY - STILL NEEDED IN ORDER TO AVOID

SPECIAL BENEFITS FOR ONE-EARNER COUPLES AT THE EXPENSE OF THOSE
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WITH A WORKING SPOUSE? IS CAPITAL GAINS EXCLUSION CONSISTENT
WITH CAPITAL GAINS INDEXING? MOST OF ALL, DOES THE PACKAGE DO
ENOUGH FOR MIDDLE-INCOME AMERICANS, ENOUGH TO SECURE THE POPULAR
CONSENSUS NECESSARY FOR PASSAGE, ENOUGH TO REDEEM THE PROMISE OF
FAIRNESS AND SIMPLICITY WHICH CAN MAKE TAX REFORM THE CUTTING
EDGE OF POLITICAL REALIGNMENT IN THIS COUNTRY?

THE DEFICIT TIME BOMB

BUT ALONG WITH THE BRIGHT PROMISE OF TAX REFORM, WE CONFRONT
AN IMMEDIATE PROBLEM IN A BLOATED FEDERAL DEFICIT, A TICKING
TIME BOMB WHICH, IF NOT SOON DEFUSED, THREATENS TO EXPLODE THIS
STRONGEST ECONOMIC RECOVERY SINCE WORLD WAR TI. A BUDGET_IS A
CURIOUS DOCUMENT, A COMBINATION OF GRAY PROSE AND RED INK. THE
PROCESS BY WHICH IT IS FORGED MAY SEEM ANYTHING BUT DYNAMIC. YET

THE BOTTOM LINE IS A SLIPPERY ONE. FOR INSTANCE, DAVE STOCKMAN
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PUT OUT A "BLUE CHIP” CONSENSUS OF PRIVATE ECONOMIC FORECASTS NOT
LONG AGO, ONE SHOWING A 1988 DEFICIT OF BETWEEN $160 AND $175
BILLION. THAT’S INCLUDING ALL OF THE SENATE’S PROPOSED CUTS.

AND IT WOULD MEAN AT LEAST $55 BILLION MORE THAT WOULD HAVE TO BE
SLICED FROM THE ‘88 BUDGET IF WE ARE TO MEET OUR ORIGINAL GOAL OF
REDUCING THE DEFICIT BY HALF - WITHOUT RAISING TAXES.

ADD TO THIS THE ONGOING HOUSE-SENATE BUDGET CONFERENCE, IN
WHICH MY CULLEAGUES FROM THE OTHER SIDE OF THE HILL DISPLAY
LITTLE INCLINATION TO BREAK THEIR SPENDING HABITS, AND YOU CAN
UNDERSTAND WHY I'VE MADE DEFICIT REDUCTION MY TOP PRIORITY.

AHEAD OF TAX REFORM. AHEAD OF EVERYTHING ELSE. BECAUSE NEXT
YEAR WILL BE TOO LATE TO THROW MORE THAN RHETORIC AT THE
PROBLEM. TOO LATE TO PREVENT A POSSIBLE SHORT-CIRCUITING OF OUR
HARD-EARNED PROSPERITY. AND MUCH TOO LATE TO AVERT ELECTORAL AS

WELL AS ECONOMIC RETRIBUTION AT THE POLLS.
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NOW SOME PEOPLE LIKE TO SAY WE CAN BALANCE THE BUDGET ON THE
BACKS OF THE POOR. OTHERS CLAIM IT CAN BE BALANCED ON THE TURRET
OF THE M I TANK. BOTH ARE WRONG. AND BOTH UNDERESTIMATE,
CYNICALLY I THINK, THE WILLINGNESS OF MOST AMERICANS TO ACCEPT
COMMON SENSE AND A SHARED BURDEN OF TEMPORARY SACRIFICE. THAT'S
WHY I THINK WE WOULD DO WELL TO TELL THEM THE TRUTH, AND RELY ON
THEIR INSTINCTIVE GRASP OF WHAT IS FAIR AND NECESSARY.

ONG-RAN TION

IN THE LONG TERM, THE ONLY REAL SOLUTION TO CONGRESS’
INSATIABLE APPETITE FOR TAX DOLLARS IS A BALANCED BUDGET
AMENDMENT AND A LINE ITEM VETO FOR PRESIDENTS WHO DON'T CONFUSE
THEIR CONVICTIONS WITH THE LATEST POLLING DATA. BOTH ITEMS WILL
COME TO THE SENATE FLOOR SOME TIME THIS SUMMER. UNTIL WE ADOPT
BOTH, GOVERNMENT WILL GO ON EATING THE AMERICAN TAXPAYER OUT OF
HOUSE AND HOME, LIVING FAT AND HAPPY WHILE WORKING PEOPLE ARE

FORCED TO TIGHTEN THEIR BELTS STILL MORE.
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SOMEONE ONCE DEFINED AN ENTREPRENEUER AS A CRAPSHOOTER WITH
FINANCING. WELL, THIS IS AN ENTREPRENEURIAL AGE - AND WE ARE AN
ENTREPRENEURIAL PARTY. FOR YOUNG FAMILIES JUST STARTING OUT -
FOR SMALL BUSINESSMEN AND WOMEN JUST ENTERING THE MARKET - FOR
GRADUATES JUST FINDING THEIR WAY INTO THE WORKFORCE - AND PERHAPS
MOST OF ALL, FOR MIDWESTERN FARMERS JUST TRYING TO HANG ON: WE
CAN HELP BY CREATING NEW JOBS AND RESTOCKING THE CAPITAL BASE.

WE CAN TARGET AGRICULTURAL BENEFITS IN THE DIRECTION OF THE SMALL
FARMER. WE CAN REIN IN DEFICITS AND RELEASE THE THROTTLE HOLDING
BACK THE MOST PRODUCTIVE ECONOMY KNOWN TO MAN.

NOW A PRESIDENT OF ANY PARTY CAN MAKE HEADLINES, ANY DAY HE
WANTS. BUT A PRESIDENT WHOSE VISION AND VALUES SURPASSS STYLE
ALONE, ONE WHO EMBRACES THE ASPIRATIONS OF OUR PEOPLE - HE CAN

FORGE HISTORY. AND HIS PARTY CAN STAKE ITS CLAIM TO MAJORITY
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SENTIMENT, THE KIND THAT WELLS UP AS A RESULT OF SHARED GOALS AND
REAL ACHIEVEMENT. WE’VE COME SO FAR ALREADY. THE TIDE HAS
TURNED OUR WAY, HERE AT HOME AND IN A WORLD WHERE TYRANNY IS ON
THE RUN AND FREEDOM IS SHOULDERING DICTATORSHIP TO ONE SIDE.
CONFIDENCE HAS BEEN RESTORED. LIMITS HAVE BEEN IMPOSED ON WHAT
GOVERNMENT CAN DO - SO THAT NO LIMITS CAN EXIST ON WHAT THE
PEOPLE THEMSELVES CAN ACCOMPLISH.

IT'S THIS MESSAGE OF SURGING HOPE AND BOUNDLESS OPPORTUNITY
THAT CAN SOLIDIFY OUR HOLD ON THE SENATE NEXT YEAR. HERE IN THE
MIDWEST, OUR PROSPECTS ARE EXCELLENT, WITH SOME STRONG INCUMBENTS
AND A GOOD SHOT AT PICKING UP A SEAT IN MISSOURI AND MAYBE
ELSEWHERE. WE CAN REALIZE ALL THOSE PROSPECTS BY ATTENDING TO
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: BY TACKLING THE DEFICIT, SLICING INTEREST

RATES, EASING THE DOLLAR, BOOSTING FARM EXPORTS, RESTORING OUR
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COMPETITIVE POSITION IN THE GLOBAL MARKETPLACE, AND EXTENDING THE
ECONOMIC MIRACLE OF RECENT YEARS TO THE MAIN STREETS OF RURAL
AMERICA. HISTORY WILL NOT LOOK KINDLY ON THOSE WHO SACRIFICE
TOMORROW FOR TODAY. NEITTHER WILL THE VOTERS OF THE MIDWEST. ON
THEIR BEHALF, WE MUST ACT NOW. FOR THE CONSEQUENCES OF THOSE
ACTIONS WILL ECHO DOWN FOR YEARS TO COME.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH.
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Remarks of Senator Bob Dole

GOP Midwest Leadership Conference
June 22, 1985

3

Bed=io.a good time to be a Republican, and I believe
1986 will be a good Republican year, too. That may run
counter to @@ conventional wisdom, but then we have defied

conventional wisdom @@#%e often since 1980: need
!
P
CEEpteEeusly, by electing a two-term President whe—hase

rebuilt our economic strength, reasserted our leadership e

the courage and the good sense to sustain the momentum =g

L ——

P=siaal) , we can finish the job of making the 1980's a
that, we must carry forwese—

to dag

"Republican decade" ”?
poi e 7

the vision_efehmerica

Republicans have always stood for fiscal responsibility,
low taxes, 4 strong defense, and individual freedomS. The

American people mgp- have come to value our commitment to
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DJ—#"“—
those goals more than theymemes—did, bmi. that doesn't
explain the growing support for the Republican party and
Lt
Republican candidates. Our principles T=Rebn-nev--hug they

are sound and =Y samere survive® the test of experience.
L ’

What i SeRanebe—ou e epmination to act on our beliefs, and

our ability to communicate them to g{mg Americanw

—+o
W_Me. Fé=waopmay indulge in

a bit of self-criticism fSEmidsminite, I think we should
acknowledge that _for ges many years Republicans spent their
time re, rather tl"uan explaining
Y people should join their cause. e an
exclusive club, -’ Republicans turned people off. Afser
’{11—, there is a difference between being right and being
self-righteous--and it is easy to be self-righteous when

you're out of power.

¥t we are in power now, and we have the responsibility

to put our principles to work Sov—themgout—cfmrd=pecpre

Under President Reagan's leadership, we have done well -Sa-

km‘ g inflation at bay, freedom on the advance
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around the globe, amwlmmsr economic renewal that has created
jobs,am. That!.}.i.w tangible proof that our
pmaﬁ: right, and our leadership sound. Nerremanjmer-
that progress could’have been achieved without the people's
Support--support that we earned by demonstrating that our
party embodies the goals of most Americans, and our party

that shares common ground with the average citizen.

Reagan Legacy

That, my friends, is the real legacy of Ronald Reagan's
presidency. Whatever our differences, under President
Reagan's stewardship, the GOP has learned to communicate to
the American people the values and ideals we share with

working men and women.

The lesson is this: tell the people that you are on
their side, and then show them how. Search out the threads
that bind you together, and set aside the differences that
might otherwise divide you into a collection of warring

factions, without a coherent message for the nation. Stand
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for your principles, but reach out to those who may not
entirely agree. Show the poor and the weak that economic
opportunity and freedom can do for them what they have done
for generations before. Show American mothers and fathers
that keeping the nation strong offers the best hope that
their children will live in peace and security. Show the
young that their ideals are respected--and that their vigor
and enthusiasm are a positive force in this land, as nowhere
else on the globe. And show the elderly that their wisdom
and counsel are needed, and that our commitments to them as

a nation will never be broken.

Giving Substance to a Dream

These, you may say, are more matters of style and
attitude, than of substance. Maybe they are. But an
attitude that embraces the aspirations of our people, rather
than lecturing citizens about what's good for them, makes a

decisive difference. A President who projects his own

J "malaise" onto the people cannot succeed. A President who
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shares his vision and energy with the people can make

history.

If shared goals are the beginning of political success,
real achievement is the key to a revolutionary realignment.
Republicans have not flinched from the challenge of

leadership, even when the stakes are high and the risks

considerable. Translating dreams of a better future into
reality is hard work--so let us be proud of these

accomplishments.

Economic opportunity. We have engineered an economic

renaissance that has created over 8 million new jobs. We
will create 7 million more jobs if we keep recovery going by
acting responsibly on the deficit. None of this is an
accident--by tackling inflation, cutting spending, reducing
regulation, we establish a sound framework for real economic
growth. By reducing taxes--and adopting my initiative to
index tax rates--we reduced the crushing tax load on working

people, once again made it worthwhile to save, invest, and
‘p"?l"! e" ﬂ o s 1
- l

innovate.
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Freedom. Liberty is on the march again. After a decade
that saw the Soviets and their Marxist allies snuff out the
flame of freedom in Afghanistan--in Angola--in Nicaragua--in
Cambodia, the tide has turned. In Latin America
dictatorship is giving way to democracy. In Grenada,
Marxist tyranny has been overthrown. And in El1 Salvador,
free elections have given new hope for peace and democracy.
America again believes in its mission of spreading freedom--

and the world knows it.

Restoring Confidence. Above all, we have renewed

people's confidence in the future, in themselves, and in
their nation. By understanding the limits on government's
power, we have restored faith in the ability of government

to act responsibly when the public interest demands it.

What does this mean for 1986, particularly here in the

Midwest?

Overall I think_we are in good shape. We have strong
incumbents in the Senate races, and at least 6ne good shot
at a pickup (Missouri). It is .no secret though that economic
recovery has moved at a slower pace here than in the rest
of the nation. Agriculture, manufacturing, and mining have
borne the brunt of the recent recession and of our efforts to
wring inflation out of the economy. That is one reason why
we Republicans have to attend to the unfinished agenda; reducing

the budget deficit, so that we can ease the pressures the keep the
dollar high and undermine our competitive position in world maq£&£§M33
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phoso cod (feoiomo
{sz Corlohge Cofirara

Thanks very much, - In a very real sense, today repre-

sents something of a homecoming for this son of Russell, Kansas,

who as a young man learned his Republicanism by the examples of
other midwesterners: men like Alf Landon and Arthur Vandenburg,
Wendell Willkie and MTG# . Later on, there were 0 t he rfimessomes
Frank Carlson and Ev Dirksen, Bob Ray and Bob Griffin. Today, the
midwest remains what it has been since ever since a new party assem-—
bled in a Jackson, Michigan grove over 130 years ago - the heart and
&% heartland of Republicanism. But we don't look at what has been;
we prefer to imagine what might be, thanks to a new generation of
prairie state Republicans. Their backgrounds are as diverse as their
talents. Together, howéver, they suggest the groundswell of popular
support for a party as comfortable in the union hall as the country
club. They include Nancy Kassebaum and Weyne Lucas - Dan Quajle and
Bill Janklow - Jim Thompson and Chuck Grassley - Bob Michael and

Bob Kasten. i..lo‘.'i.'/?ﬂ 5 . a z

By any standard of measurement, it's a good time to be a mid-

west Rg’ublican. Here as elsewhere, we have a golden opportunity to
round out the 1980's as a Republican decade. Not simply by offering ‘ud

attractive candidates - but by offering up a vision to match, A

vision which extends beyond the Washington Beltway - you all knoy the
Washington Beltway: motorists drive it, Tip O'Neill wears it,/Aand one
st be

2

way or another, most taxpayers get hit with ltzﬂur visionfm
broad as the cont1nenti and high as the mountains whlc; flank the A-

merican breadbasket. 2 who knows more aboutLﬁn than the midwes-

tenerzbere on the great plains, we can see a long way in all directions.
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It was the long view that sustained Lincoln in the fiery trial
of civil war. It was the same foresight that I sampled as a young man
growing up amidst the wheat fields of Kansas. For whatever faction of
the party we called home, then as now, we all shared a common belief
in the uncommon possibilities of the individual. The Kansas state motto
proclaims "Through Adversity to the Stars” And we've all experienced
our share of adversity in life. 311;2: we believed that there was
something extraordinary in the most seemingly ordinary men and women.
We held to the democratic view - democratic with a small d - thaF .;‘i

awt
each of us had the power and the responsibility to make something

:zgtifLoLucs. Where you wound up on the ladder of success counted

far less than the effort you expended in making the climb.

an
W

2 kot 7o amaon it

in urban neighborhoods alike, we told ourselves that once you reachedU’bz%‘

8 well. In prairie villages and

the first rung on the ladder, you reached down to the neighbor below.

Whatever Qu did, you didn't pull up the ladder after you.

cast a suspicious eye on much ofrgovernment; iecauae we realized how

the best of intentions could falter under the worst of administration%)

Yet we didn't deny the right of government to help those in genuine
need. Nor did we dismiss its role in extending the ladder and prepa-
ring millions of people previously denied any chance at success their
first honest shot at self-support and a stake in free enterprise.

We believed that you could be conservative and compassionate
at the same time - that you could feel with your heart what you knew
in your head - and that budgets weewteth be balanced so that opportunities
might be created. Long before it became a Washington catchphrase,

midwestern Rep;blicans were building their very own Opporftunaty Society.

oy
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we have carried eme principles into action, we have received what

we have deserved - the support of voters with blue collars as well as
black ties, farmers and automakers, women and minorities, veterans
and the handicapped, people from all walks of life and all stages

of life, People who define themselves less by abstruse ideology than
the ageold human desires for something a little better than their
parents had known - a world a little freer - a neighborhood a little
safer - a nation a little closer to the promises it made to itself

at its birth, Yo P .‘-ﬂ'q 1& ‘ Lopo

As Republicans, we have always sbood for budgets that were lean

and taxes that were low. We have always rallied round a strong na-
tional defense - not just as measured by our weapons of war, but also
in bustling factories and healthy farms, and all across the economic
frontlines on which a nation's ultimate security must depend.Today,

we stand closer than ever to being America's majority party - not just
because an immensely popular President personifieq the strengths we
like to think of as uniquely our own - but also because most Ameri-

cans have come to identify with these positions as we have articu-

lated them and written them into law, i el it b ety
: - : N ; :::: ; ; : d

phodgo—thremreiver—to—tirat—iause. OWCT-weWwere—thaught of as an exclu-

e P
LWis ds _axaclly—riret—wevr—tome these past four and a half

Page 25 of 33

c019 039 019 all_Alb.pdf o



c019_039_019_all_Alb.pdf Sels

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

_4_
years g thanks to a great many leaders - including my friends George
Bush and Jack Kemp - we've tamed inflation while unleishing economic

growth. The world is a less dangerous place today than in 1980, the
desperate tactics of international terrorists notwfthstanding. Why?
Because the balance of power has tilted back toward an equilibrium,
After a worrisome time of drift and disarray, the United States

has not only rebuilt her defenses - she has fegained her sense of
confidence. She has stopped apologizing, and started asserting her
vital interests. She has raised her global préfile - and she will
never again lower her flags in the face of street mobs or tinhorn

tyrants. mz L !

Here is the legacy of Ronald Reagan's presidency: above all,

a Republican Party able to communicate the values and ideals i‘shares
with working men and women. We have learned that it is not enough to
tell people you're on their side. You have to show them. You have

to search out the threads that bind you together, and set aside the
differences that might otherwise inspire a ypygsmawe collection of
warring factions, as divided as the Democrats and as unable tb send

a coherent message to inspire hope or kindle action.And that's not
all., While standing up for what you believe in, you have to reach

out to those who may not entirely agree. Show the poor and the weak
how economic opportunity and individual incentive can do for them
what they have done for generations before. Show American mothers and
fathers that preserving our military strength now is the best guaran-
tee that their children need never go to war later. Show the young
that their ideals are respected, and their vigor and mmagination
cherished as the seed capi;al of future greatness. And show the elder-

ly that we 1
ook
to them for Wisdom and
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promising 1in return never to break our commitments or our covenant

with those who raised an earlier crop.

Xy oL & & g
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That's exactly what we've done sin€e 1981. And accarding to

the economists, we can put another sevgn million Americans on the

job by tackling s REM S ssntett

so that our fellow citizens could enjoy some lasting prosperity.

We've made &ae hard choices

o

. Yeeus 0g6
Follpwing in the President's footsteps,fBill Armstrong and I ’(0 "/c
introduced tax indexing - the first step in a process of r rming 2

a system that is anything but systematic. Will Rogers
that the income tax made more liars out of avera Americans than
anythinge-with the poséible exception of golf. MM the President
has come forward with a reform plan both courageous and historic.
A plan that builds on our earlier efforts to lower individual rates
and overhaul depreciation. Now the President would take the logical
next step, by establishing a "level playing field" for all kinds
of businesses, and eliminating tax considerations as a prime
factor in making decisizwmia;ings and investment.

It's a good plén = and 1'm convEnc!g we can make it even
better. But first, we have to ask some questions. Is
it revenue neutral, or is there danger of losing revenue in the
rush to reform? Is some kind of two-earner deduction - something
like the so-called marriage penalty - still needed in order to
avoid special benefits for one-earner couples at the expense of
those with a working spouse? Is capital gains exclusion consistent
with capital gains indexing? Most of all, does the package do enough
for middle-income Americans, enough to secure the popular consensus
necessary for passage, enough to redeem the promise of fairness

and simplicity which can make tax reform the cutting edge of political
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realignment in this cog;fr ot T 1

But along with the bright promise of tax refo m, we confront
an immediate problem in a bloated federal deficit, ‘ome which, if
not soon 2 threatenes to :zgg:ge this strongest economic
recovery since World War IT. A budget is a curious document, a combi-
nation of gray prose and red ink. The process by which it is forged
may seem anything but dynamic, Yet the bottom line is a slippery
one. For instance, Dave Stockman put out a '"blue chip" consensus
of private economic forecasts not long ago, one showing a 1988
deficit of between $160 and $175 billion. That's including all of
the Senate's prpposed cuts. And it would mean at least $55 billion
more that would have to be sliced from the '88 budget if we are
to meet our original goal of reducing the deficit by half - without
raising taxes.

Add to this the ongoing House-Senate budget conference,
in which my colleagues from the other side of the Hill display little
inclination to break their spending habits, and you can understand
why I've made deficit reduction my top priority. Ahead 6f tax reform.
Ahead of everything else. Because next year will be too late to
throw more than rhetoric at the problem. Too late to prevent a
possible shortvcircéting of our hard-earned prosperity. And much too
late to avert electoral as well as economic retribution at the
polls. Now some people like to say we can balance the budget on the
backs of the poor. Others claim it can be balanced on the turret
of the M I tank. Both are wrong. And both underestimate, cynically
I think, the willingness of most Americans to accept common sense

and a shared burden of temporary sacrifice. That's why I think
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we would do well to tell them the truth, and rely on their in-
stinctive grasp of what is fair and necessary.

In the long term, the only real solution to Congress' eh&emiec-
insatiable appetite for tax dollars is a balanced budget amendment
and a line item veto for Presidents who don't confuse their con-
victions with the latest polling data. Both items will come to
the Senate floor sometime this summer. Until we adopt both, govern-
ment will go on eating the American taxpayer out of house and home,
living fat and happy white working people are forced to tighten
their belts still more,

Someone once defined an entrepreneur as a crapshooter with
financing. Well, this is an entrepreneurial age - and we are an
entrepreneurial party. For young families just starting out - for
small businessmen and women just entering the market - for graduates
just finding their way into the workforce - and perhaps most of
all, for midwestern farmers just trying to hang on: we can help
by creating new jobs and restocking the capital base. We can target
agricultural benefits in the direction of the small farmer. We
can rein in deficits and release the throttle holding back the most
productive economy known to man,

Now a President of any party can make headlines, any day he
332;5. But a President whose vision and values surpasses style alone, ™€
al embraces the aspirations of our people - he can forge history.
And his party can stake its claim to majority sentiment, the kind
that wells up as a result of shared goals and real achievement.
We've come so far already. The tide has turned our way, here at home

and in a world where tyranny is on the run and freedom is shouldering
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dictatorship to one side. Confidence has been restored. Limits have
bean imposed on what government can do - so that no limits can
exist on what the people themselves can accomplish.

It's this message of surging hope and boundless opportunity
that can solidify our hold on the Senate next year. Here in the
midwest, our prospects are excellent, with some strong incumbents
and a good shot at picking up a seat in Missouri and maybe elsewhere.
We can realize all those prospects by aigf?din to unfinished busi-
ness: by tackling the deficitsreasing the dolla;i boosting farm
exports, restoring our competitive position in the global market-
place, and extending the economic miracle of recent years to the
Main Streets of rural America. History will not look kindly on those
who sacrifice whe-fubtuwe-ds®- tomorrow for today. /U.,(_A "-’J‘/ré

;ﬁ!&g- ‘};A }ﬂ; C"h“?ANUﬂthannfesﬂdL*ﬂﬂbjcu”m‘ ‘U*AQI,
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June 20, 1985
MIDWEST LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE SPEECH

SENATOR DOLE .INDICATED HE WOULD LIKE TO COVER THE
FOLLOWING POINTS: .

ToucH REPUBLICAN PROSPECTS IN THE MIDWEST
STATES FOR 956 EMAYBE ngg.-

Focus MAINLY oN MIDWEST, 1 OR 2 GRAPHS ON
NATIONAL PROSPECTS.

~MAIN NEAR-TERM PROBLEM: DEFICIT
— LONG-TERM: BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT AND ITEM VETO

% INCLUDE PITCH TO EARMERS (TARGETING BENEFITS
MORE TO THE SMALL FARMER

HIT ON TAX REFORM--POSITIVE BUT RED-FLAG AREAS
WE NEED TO LOOK AT (EXAMPLES: IS IT: REVENUE NEUTRAL,
OR IS THERE DANGER OF LOSING REVENUE; IS SOME KIND
OF TWO-EARNER DEDUCTION--MARRIAGE PENALTY--STILL NEEDED
TO AVOID BENEFITING ONE-EARNER COUPLES AT EXPENSE OF
“~ THOSE WHERE SPOUSE WORKS; 1S CAPITAL -GAINS EXCLUSION
APPROPRIATE WITH CAPITAL GAINS INDEXING, OR IS THAT
TOO COMPLEX; GENERALLY, DOES IT DO ENOUGH FOR MIDDLE INCOMES--
MOST OF THE TAXPAYERS--TO WIN THE KIND OF POPULAR CONSENSUS
NEEDED FOR PASSAGE, :

CLOSE--EMPHASIS ON CONCERN REPUBLICANS HAVE FOR -
ALL INDIVIDUALS, ALL-WALKS OF LIFE: MEN, WOMEN, MINORITIES,
VETERANS, HANDICAPPED, YOUNG, ELDERLY,
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ON DEFICIT--POINT ouT U.S. (AROUND THE END OF MARCH)
?EEAME A NET DEBTOR NATION FOR THE.FIRST TIME SINCE ;
4, CAUSE: HIGH DOLLAR, LINKED TO DEFICITS AND
INTEREST RATES, UNDERMINING OUR ABILITY TO MARKET GOODS
AND SERVICES OVERSEAS, '

FUTURE OUTFLOW TO PAY OFF OUR CREDITORS WILL REQUIRE .
EVEN BETTER EXPORT PERFORMANCE FOR U.S. JusT To STAY EVEN
AND PAY OFF INTEREST ON OUR GROWING DEBT OVERSEAS,

By 1989 we wiLL owe $100 BILLION IN INTEREST ALONE
OVERSEAS, WITH $1 TRILLION OF CUMULATIVE DEBT To
THE REST OF THE WORLD.
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