
Thanks very much, ____ _ introduction.~<Jll"A...} 

Like W.C. Fields, I'd rather be So when Bill Scranton 

invited me to Join him for 

wealth must be awfully common to get this many people 

to a dinner party at $250.00 a head. 

Or maybe they just recognize star quality when they see it. Cer-

tainly, Bill Scranton is a star. It used to be that lieutenant governors 

spent all day cutting ribbons and checking on the governor's health. 

R.d ~ ? though , prefers to spend his time cutting through red tape - and 

beefing up the economic health of this nation-state called 

~h 'i ;;;pr-f =£ o~, .Lie ' s a 1 re ad y _,-~ s f f i c:.i a l 5 u b p knows 

Pennsylvania. 

..-. Pl: ~t; a t e ~ o y e r n w e p t 2 ;a il ·:t;i;;1 s p r Q u 9-R he ' s g o t a 1 o t mo r e g o i n g f o r h i m 

than his old man's reputation. the Scratons of Pennsylvania are like the 

¥-o tt t1 g B i 11 , lt~, w a s n ' t Longs of Louisiana or the of Kansas. 

even born when Alf Landon for President but I have a hunch he 

may well be occupying 

when for all we know, 

ticket. 

old offic in 

A f's daughter Nancy m ght 

~~-'--

Harrisburg by 1988 ~ 

be on the national r 

Come to think of it - you bet er not quote me on the second half of 

that: ~ Elizabeth might find o , and a man can get awfully t~ed)."of eating/ 

JW·~~~~s; - ~- .. ..!fr?~ -
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The world has turned over many Alf Landon's race 

House - or since Bill's .-=: Dad made a run of his own in 

1964. least of the changes we've essedL 7- the status of 

~~~\N\ 
women , The same 

can be said of black people and brown peoeple, people 

the end of their names, people handicapped in mind or body. More than 

ever before, this country has edged closer to the commitment s e made 

,.e...o W:e r~Siii more than two centuries ago, when a patchwork puzzle o 

squabbling colonies temporarily put aside their differences ugh 

to concentrate on their common bond - their passion for liberty and 

HHiF @liP11"em pL f at t yr atrrry . More than any other city, Philadelphia 

served as midwife to that lusty infant, which we, as Republicans, believe 

. . ff r: ~. u ·• ~ L1-~t~ I ... --~ _,~~ ~ 
has yet ;o ,r~ach its maturity. II" ~ rv--.·~~-fe,J../ 

~ b<tCP'ht<=••<~•l; ,,..... , co n y ·~~; 
Ou t in Kansas, we have a state motto .. . Ad as , ra per asf)era, it 

says:Through adversity t~ the stars. For a long while, you couldn't 

even see the stars above America. They were blocked out by clouds. 

Clouds of doub~, created by a government in Washington that was too 

busy ~~e~'~ money to think about generating ~~for ~liop ]e. 
C 1 o u d s o f u n c e r t a i n t yl a+J: a c o n f tt s i a n i _E_ t h e " i;i r 1 il , w he r e a n Ame r i c a t r a u -

matized by Vietnam and Watergate turned ~/ ~ ~ 

~~~r~~U\ ~ t!.....~o...a 
~. ~ .ef' ~/..i4e, ~~~~.:<A.a 
,µ(-~-vi~ .-<.~d l ~ ~ 

°"~~~~-
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<{ ~ -3- /~tQ~j)· 
~;>' '/ /~1'~~~· 

~his~ is the 176th anniversary of the birth of Abraham 

Lincoln, the best fr~ freedom ever had, the founding father of our 

party and the grand marshal of the American Par«.,de that goes on marching, 

often to th e sound of the Lincoln music. Listen to that music for 

a moment ... 

"As I would not be a slave, so I would not be a master. This 

expresses my idea of democracy. Whatever differs from this, to the 

extent of the difference, is no democracy~ 

Yet for much of this century, the American people, and especially 

the American workingman and woman, were de facto slaves to a government 

~~ 
which p;tt;sllli1u,!f Rhem OMt e::laio-- deprived them of •• lii'li!h t!"'S it delivered. 

By 1980,l tens of millions . @f pcqilil• llany eri~::m=:J11=19"'"1'1.1 had never pulled a 

~ J•4Alu~~"./4. ~.ii /JJ!-" . ..J 
lever for a Republican candidate . r-were fed up with ~ b~ promises ~"'"'-

~ bigger bill'. They lteatd ~. lk ehg~ ,, ... , fairne"'? ~ they fe~ . 

the unfairne'' o double digit inflation, 'kyhigh intere't ~ ~ 

spiraling une ployment and the slow, steady erosion of our\ will to • 

c~ete. ~~~~'~ 
f~, Fr/\~ fl-4.. -

"What is conservatism?" said Lincoln."Is it not adherence to the 

old and tried, against the new and untried?" 

And the people voted for conservatism - that is, they voted for 

the old and tried policies of individual opportunity. -.lfhey votcei "4i o 

1"'8 re eh e e 1 o ads over t lt c i z 8 s JJ n tr )I 1' ... s y 1 et e ii t g >1 • • g p t 11 ii 'Ill; e t c mp a r <! r y 

~ a • 11 r e Q f a d,,. '" i t y , if it w a a l d a 1 ls" •ft e" :l •:;::1F• %: :"a ii c~ 
illilr8 , <tt++ !'~ to rea cl;i eil88@ , tars thFli'PEJ;A eA@iF 8lfft cff@ELre )~ey knew 

~ ~ ~ 
that as long as government took ~ of their income, it would iiljw F 8 

mo,;t' of 

t *2tt.g 
Ar 1 ty ... 
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eople voted ~ 

-4-~ 

Here in Pennsylvania and 

for a government that was less intrusiv and more :r'f'e,.-one---

e--J s a in their own hands. 

their dollars _ :t.i:hz.;aa;.;;0
- - ..... ._._. s up p o r t iv e . 

1-o ~ 
11 an ted decision f 

They nat oRl~ wante 

invest their ear-

• nings. And how to educate their kids. How to preserve prosp~ ity and 

a safe environment at the same time. How to rebuild their cities and 

~ = ~ reclaim their historic status as lively, vital places. They 

wanted to put criminals behind bars -
.J' 

';,t:_i ~ e ... 'J y.1-1 :~ and old, could come) from 

~;~cal neighborhoods. 

so innocent residents, black and 

behind their double locks and 

All this they wanted. And all this Ronald Reagan delivered. Now 

the pundits in Washington - not to mention those good folks over at the 

Democratic National Committee - they couldn't believe what was happening. 

They said that 1980 was a fluke. Just wait til 1984, they predicted. 

Then everything will go back to the way it used to be. And so they nominated 

a candidate who represented the way things used to be, He said his first 

priority was to raise taxes. His second was to invite back to the 

feeding trough all those sacred cows whom the Republicans had shooed away. 

He wasn't quite sure whether the liberation of Grenada was a good ~ ~j ng 

~A-~ 1". ~ wM{(~ 7 
';:, not - but he made .;;.Jystal clear that) the United States 'i4ae~~ 

)II.- many weapons and --1:: resorting to ~- 8h- soothing ~ ~~ 
~~--:1 

And the pundits all .forecast ' 

sident could offend this 

half the editorial writers in the land, corral a majority 

of votes on election day? Remember the famous gender gap? There was a 

gap all right - but it was Walter Mondale's failure to attract support 

among men, 
Then there was the 

Hispanic Vote - better than 40% Republican, 
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Or people - 60% for the GOP. And on and on: Catholics, blue collar 

WO th:h:l:::::~,~ou name the group, ;~t!P~Jtp,/ 
and t hoo " ft:J.- 11• lone" that peo le have longer memor~th~ 
credit them with. They remember a t'me in the recent past ~~ anchormen 

They knew they ~~~~ when economic growth had stopped in this countr 

cNl '" '" . better off f than they'd been four years earlier. and in 

most instances, st growth since 

ith the instinctive 

the ultimate form 

of social justice is a job - and that jobs are best er ated by risk-

takers, not regulators. They experience' more than sev n million new jobs 

Jfe,t of all, f;'/~od in less than two years. again) .:rl:rey fer+ 

~ about their country and themselves. You could see it in the crowds 

that met the President when t:#ever he went. You could h ar it in the chants 

of USA,USA that filled the 23rd Olympiad, and have yet to fade from our 

ears. And you could measure it in all those reams of statisuics 

that pour out of Washington every month.~ 
~ ;llt., __:) 

.,JillC.t J ehind ell t!l !U e cold numbers are men and 

wmmen who want nothing more z ~~: t k rn, to pay 

their own way 1r;:.~c~ oelte iCJ1! r lu that f e::Jom »~tt~f tf S1""6ke of 

old and trj9r;,l . - t'he oldest tradition in Americ ~ ~e that elf eA.eRg~ . 

, c h a Mg @ 1 " t b e an 1 y 8 8 a s e er~ the on 1 y sure b e t in th is p o k er game we 

t lt-e 

call life. Jtra lot sf Berna r~ It used to be said that we were the party 

change. Republicans~were too respectful of the old moon to 

~--- ~ ~ .. ,_ ... .,/.. d~~~ JJ 
eve r look at aV'::.w/=w.vo~~,...rW...-~~· 
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saying that about us anymore. 

is the party that talks of bold tomorrows - and then 

achieving them? Which is the party of Enterprise 

tax credits and private sector 

the party Ted Kennedy confront 

a problem, the answer is always a tax o1l-- o:Sc:p e: 
~~Q... 

r e g u 1 a t i on a r o u n d i t;. ,-.!:iiiilJ'fJ~=a!-a--4-::1;.e..c.;..lii+~!"' .l...,oww;11o-ol.lj.,jiiMio...,;~""'°~'*'-'I!~ ~ ,. "("• ...J:J d"l 

With attitudes like that, the Democrats aren't proposing 

to invite all those clouds back again. They'd like to go up a d seed 

them with a few hundred billion more in debt, or taxes, or both. And 

ft-_ 
here is where 4 GFah:AP Lincoln..._ music needs to be turned up the loudest . 

Listen to what he said during a dark an 'l,:: : ,.·&:;:~~ the American 

Civil War, when mere expedients would no longer work, and ~~~ 
B~~s~Z~t~~~. 

''"r lt e <1 o g m~g f t 11 e s co rrny 15 a:; 4dir:1 Ra El e q a at@ to t fr e g ta z nty p resent . 
le. •• 

The occasion is piled high with difficulty,( and we must 
"./..s~:> 

case is new, so we must think anew and 

rise with the 

occasion. As our act anew, We 

mf st disenthrall ourselves - and then we shall save our country~ 

In 1980, we disenthralled ourselves from the conventional wisdom 

of Washington's Establishment. We took government back into our own hands. 

Along with it, we reclaimed our own stake in America's destiny. Some, 

They' d execute a U- ~ 
the road. t1fe1~ 

in that city and elsewhere, would like 

turb or worse, they'd take us all side of 

the size of the _ajority last November ~ g;z they'll 
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µ ~~ ~~11#.-t. s_-<J-tf-~ -fo ~ uJ.f_-Jh _ 
~~~~~JI~~~-' 
\M. "Fellow citizens'; said Lincoln,"We cannot escape histo • The 

fiery trial through which we pass will 

dishonor, to the latest generation . 

• w~~~~~~ and bear the responsibility~ 

Remember those words e fsr !!hey are 8\iF snidn~o s + in the months 

ahead, when the debate over deficits a~d taxes ~l grow, loud and 

sometimes shrill. Remember them whenever the talk turns to in;_µ~st 
L.e.Jf"~~ rates or auto sales, steC,l production or housing starts . ..iee~ •~ g~~ 

~~~~~ . . (.)4._~ro~~ ;:: aL~; ~~o:::.. which w ~;;;;i; a 0
1 

e, -L er • sr 1u t 

~ 1 8 . a:cL: A eeif!e history fi'.1 8 1~~n~i0 I'fjj_:j't'\A!J~4~. 
--t i B Ft s y E :bc H H:Q 8li" i..i.lPF o r h a 1 f a c e n t u r y , w e t o l d t h e Ame r i c an p e o p 1 e 

that some things were immutable. He etiir.l tAar~ uas ae free lunch , asthi!l g 

We said that you couldn't go on spending more than you took in, not 

if you were ... family and not if you were a government supervised with 

f am i 1 y .IY o u couldn' t 1 print money and call it good as gold. 
(..~ . 

the national 

size 

to death, and expect the private economy to 

~~~ 
, we said - and you'll expand the 

You couldn't 

enjoy robust 

tax people 
~ 
life. S. 

~ 

Shrink the of 

range of 

mobement 

individual opportunit • That's the old and 

in the Lincd>l ~ symp on~ . if! t the same time, 

tried ~411t ± • 

we asked people 

--+ -

to think anew and act anew - to rise with the occasion, 

usual f Last week, 

and cut adrift 

from the anchorweight of business as the President 

went up to CapiL ol Hill with some music of hi ~ It was inspiring to lis-
PN\ ' 

ten to. Jdll!/Vow it falls to the rest of u~ in 
-.::::----~~-----~---/----------___.;. 

to supply the lyrics. 

H : e 

a n · ational 

n a 11 t "R et to., , fi:i._ s p a r t i c u 1 a r e x e r c i s e 

endea Vo r. It 
~ 

will~ the 

~~~ 
~ •alcnts and ,. , tts r ~ of 

be 
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t'f\.;\19 -~ ZY -B-

~ ~ ~~~(/" '·.. ~ ff,..-~ 
~ 

ion, like yourselves to insure) the tune doesn't f: urn sour. 

time someone gets on board an Amtrak train, they are sub-

sidized $35 by Uncle Sam. That's $35 out of your own pocket. Every time 

you purchase milk at the market or natural gas from a fuel company, you're 

paying a little extra to a system that call itself free enterprise, 

but ~sn't really free at all. It's not food stamps we're talking about 

~in 1985 - it's student loans and farm supports,~ health f are for 
'~·.N 

non war-related ailment~il service retirement benfits ~~~..;;~~"'-•.._I'_ 

u ;i. 1 1 d e ma n d mu e fi., ;;;:!; r B a & e... Th e s a c r i f i c e won ' t b e r e s t r i c t e d t o s t t r r i n g 

s p e E; ch e s o r t e 1 e v i s i on d o c um en t a r i e s . 'JO.fr c t e s t i S d t 1 n n d • 

But the alternative to doing something is to do nothing - to let 

-f~tM~~~· the budget grow like a sliliiliil .. _.• 

~ 
Until .,. swamf$ our children and our children's children with a tidal 

~~ 
wave of red ink • I f we fa i 1 to a c t l.. ~ we won ' t be ab 1e~l>l1!' eh ~r 
reduce and reform .-.r tax~. We ~', t h i! a~.:J- to make good on so 

many promising beginnings, in cities like Philadelphia ~~~ 
~ 

-C eltl!:cre of ind '::CS)'-11i!.ie"'- requir ~ lower interest rates to generate 
~ ~:> 

higher """'" of investmen t,...,.J Oa..,.,, .... ')!k Nor will we}r':ahze the ~@4 
promise of majority status ,-a +zw1i4115;c fifty years in the making, ~-~ 

~is is a J Q ei"1 , wh--;;-.t;:_ ids"' h••• •lft .,.i. ... , o flh.Oe ' W~ 
-:rha• " '..lie habit ... . Amet'""'• as ~••H 'fan this anniversary of the birth~· 
of Abraham Lincoln, let us remain faithful to the old~h 

give us{.:4'. BL td29 and the new ones whic~ <8i.Hi! \>ls a pPrposez 

~~- ~VJ~ 4.ctllt-c~ 
a-/ e;t.. d1N\_ u~ ..... ~.ft..... ~a....../~~ 
~1~~,~~ . a...ot~-~ 
A . '/MCA-tttJ~ia~~ .Ldr.kfl~~ 
~6 ~ ,t..;I....., !:z ~.€.( ~ ~~i': .1 
~~~::::::.{~-.......t~ ~-·:.id: C"""'li 
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,..------------------------------- -·· ~ 

I 
REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE ""' 

FRIENDS OF BILL SCRANTON DINNER,!.._ ~ ~ 
BELLEVUE STRATFORD HOTEL ~ )t..,,, 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA . ~ 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1985 

THANKS VERY MUCH FOR THAT VERY GENEROUS INTRODUCTION. TO 

TELL THE TRUTH, THE ONLY THING THAT MADE ME A LITTLE 

UNCOMFORTABLE WAS WHAT YOU SAID BEFORE YOU GOT UP TO INTRODUCE 

ME. YOU REMEMBER.YOU ASKED IF WE SHOULD LET THE AUDIENCE ENJOY 

THEIR DESSERT AND COFFEE A LITTLE LONGER - OR HAD WE BETTER HAVE 

MY SPEECH NOW? 

IT USED TO BE THAT LIEUTENANT GOVERNORS SPENT ALL DAY CUTTING 

RIBBONS AND CHECKING ON THE GOVERNOR'S HEALTH. BILL, THOUGH, 

PREFERS TO SPEND HIS TIME CUTTING THROUGH RED TAPE - AND BEEFING 

UP THE ECONOMIC HEALTH OF THIS NATION-STATE CALLED PENNSYLVANIA. 

HE'S ALREADY PROVED HE'S GOT A LOT MORE GOING FOR HIM THAN HIS 
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DAD'S REPUTATION. ALTHOUGH THAT'S NOT A BAD OPENER. IN FACT, 

THE SCRANTONS OF PENNSYLVANIA ARE LIKE THE LONGS OF LOUISIANA OR 

THE LANDONS OF KANSAS. WHEN OTHER PARENTS WERE THINKING OF 

SENDING THEIR KIDS TO SCHOOL, BILL WAS ALREADY BEING PREPARED FOR 

THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE. HE WASN'T EVEN BORN WHEN ALF LANDON RAN 

FOR PRESIDENT - BUT I HAVE A HUNCH HE MAY WELL BE OCCUPYING HIS 

FATHER'S OLD OFFICE IN HARRISBURG BY 1988 - WHEN FOR ALL WE KNOW, 

ALF'S DAUGHTER NANCY MIGHT BE ON THE NATIONAL REPUBLICAN TICKET . 

COME TO THINK OF IT - YOU BETTER NOT QUOTE ME ON THE SECOND 

HALF OF THAT: ELIZABETH MIGHT FIND OUT, AND A MAN CAN GET AWFULLY 

TIRED OF EATING FROZEN DINNERS. 

A GOVERNMENT FOR ALL THE PEOPLE 

THE WORLD HAS TURNED OVER MANY TIMES SINCE ALF LANDON'S RACE 

FOR THE WHITE HOUSE - OR SINCE BILL'S DAD MADE A RUN OF HIS OWN 
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IN 1964· NOT THE LEAST OF THE CHANGES WE'VE WITNESSED HAS COME 

ABOUT IN THE STATUS OF WOMEN. THE SAME CAN BE SAID OF BLACK 

PEOPLE AND BROWN PEOPLE) PEOPLE WITH VOWELS AT THE END OF THEIR 

NAMES) PEOPLE HANDICAPPED IN MIND OR BODY. MORE THAN EVER 

BEFORE) THIS COUNTRY HAS EDGED CLOSER TO THE COMMITMENT SHE MADE 

MORE THAN TWO CENTURIES AGO) WHEN A PATCHWORK PUZZLE OF 

SQUABBLING COLONIES TEMPORARILY PUT ASIDE THEIR DIFFERENCES LONG 

ENOUGH TO CONCENTRATE ON THEIR COMMON BOND - THEIR PASSION FOR 

LIBE~RTY AND THEIR FAITH IN THE INDIVIDUAL AS A DIVINE CREATION. 

MORE THAN ANY OTHER CITY) PHILADELPHIA SERVED AS MIDWIFE TO THAT 

LUSTY INFANT) WHICH WE) AS REPUBLICANS) BELIEVE HAS YET TO REACH 

ITS MATURITY. 

FOR AMERICA HAS YET TO BECOME) WE TELL OURSELVES; SHE IS 

ALWAYS BECOMING. OUT IN KANSAS) WE HAVE A STATE MOTTO. AD ASPRA 
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PER ASPERA1 IT MEANS TO THE STARS THROUGH DIFFICULTIES. FOR A 

LONG WHILE1 YOU COULDN'T EVEN SEE THE STARS ABOVE AMERICA. THEY 

WERE BLOCKED OUT BY CLOUDS. CLOUDS OF DOUBT1 CREATED BY A 

GOVERNMENT IN WASHINGTON THAT WAS TOO BUSY COLLECTING OUR MONEY 

TO THINK ABOUT GENERATING ANY. CLOUDS OF UNCERTAINTY} WHERE AN 

AMERICA TRAUMATIZED BY VIETNAM AND WATERGATE TURNED INWARD} 

LOWERING HER PROFILE AND ALL TOO OFTEN LOWERING HER FLAG AS 

WELL. CLOUDS OF MALAISE} BLOTTING OUT THE STARS AT NIGHT AND THE 

RICH1 RENEWING SUNLIGHT OF HUMAN FREEDOM BY DAY. BUT THE CLOUDS 

HAVE BEGUN TO BREAK. AND THIS EVENING} WE CAN ONCE AGAIN LOOK TO 

THE HEAVENS - EVEN WHILE WE REMEMBER TO KEEP OUR FEET FIRMLY ON 

THE GROUND. THE TIMING IS PERFECT. FOR THIS IS THE 176TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN} THE BEST FRIEND 
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FREEDOM EVER HAD) THE FOUNDING FATHER OF OUR PARTY AND THE GRAND 

MARSHAL OF THE AMERICAN PARADE THAT GOES ON MARCHING) OFTEN TO 

THE SOUND OF THE LINCOLN MUSIC. LISTEN TO THAT MUSIC FOR A 

MOMENT •.. 

"AS I WOULD NOT BE A SLAVE) SO I WOULD NOT BE A MASTER. THIS 

EXPRESSES MY IDEA OF DEMOCRACY. WHATEVER DIFFERS FROM THIS) TO 

THE EXTENT OF THE DIFFERENCE) IS NO DEMOCRACY." 

YET FOR MUCH OF THIS CENTURY) THE AMERICAN PEOPLE) AND 

ESPECIALLY THE AMERICAN WORKINGMAN AND WOMAN) WERE DE FACTO 

SLAVES TO A GOVERNMENT WHHICH DEPRIVED THEM OF MORE THAN IT 

DELIVERED. BY 1980) THEIR RANKS NUMBERED IN THE TENS OF 

MILLIONS. MANY HAD NEVER PULLED A LEVER FOR A REPUBLICAN 

CANDIDATE. BUT ALL WERE FED UP WITH BIG PROMISES FOLLOWED BY 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 17 of 30



- 6 -

BIGGER BILLS. THEY WERE TIRED OF BEING TAKEN FOR GRANTED - AND 

JUST PLAIN TAKEN. FOR ALL THE CAMPAIGN RHETORIC ABOUT FAIRNESS 

THEY FELT PAINFULLY THE UNFAIRNESS OF DOUBLE-DIGIT INFLATIONJ 

SKY-HIGH INTEREST RATESJ SPIRALING UNEMPLOYMENT AND THE SLOWJ 

STEADY EROSION OF OUR NATIONAL WILL TO COMPETE. 

'WHAT IS CONSERVATISM?" SAID LINCOLN. "IS IT NOT ADHERENCE 

TO THE OLD AND TRIEDJ AGAINST THE NEW AND UNTRIED?" 

AND THE PEOPLE VOTED FOR CONSERVATISM - THAT ISJ THEY VOTED 

FOR THE OLD AND TRIED POLICIES OF INDIVIDUAL OPPORTUNITY. FOR 

THEY KNEW THAT AS LONG AS GOVERNMENT TOOK MUCH OF THEIR INCOMEJ 

IT WOULD DENY MOST OF THEIR ASPIRATIONS. AS LONG AS IT INDULGED 

IN MAKE-WORKJ IT WOULD CRIPPLE THEIR OWN CAPACITY TO FOSTER JOBS 

THAT LAST. 
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HERE IN PENNSYVANIA AND THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY1 PEOPLE VOTED 

FOR A GOVERNMENT THAT WAS LESS INTRUSIVE AND MORE SUPPO~IVE. 

THEY WANTED THEIR DOLLARS TO STAY IN THEIR OWN POCKETS} AND 

DECISIONS TO REMAIN IN THEIR OWN HANDS. DECISIONS LIKE HOW TO 

INVEST THEIR EARNINGS. AND HOW TO EDUCATE THEIR KIDS. HOW TO 

PRESERVE PROSPERITY AND A SAFE ENVIRONMENT AT THE SAME TIME. HOW 

TO REBUILD THEIR CITIES AND RECLAIM THEIR HISTORIC STATUS AS 

LIVELY1 VITAL PLACES. THEY WANTED TO PUT CRIMINALS BEHIND BARS -

SO INNOCENT RESIDENTS} BLACK AND WHITE1 YOUNG AND OLD1 COULD COME 

OUT FROM BEHIND THEIR DOUBLE LOCKS AND BANISH FEAR FROM THEIR 

LOCAL NEIGHBORHOODS. 

ALL THIS THEY WANTED. AND ALL THIS RONALD REAGAN DELIVERED. 

NOW THE PUNDITS IN WASHINGTON - NOT TO MENTION THOSE GOOD FOLKS 
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OVER AT THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE - THEY COULDN'T BELIEVE 

WHAT WAS HAPPENING. THEY SAID THAT 1980 WAS A FLUKE. JUST WAIT 

TIL 1984, THEY PREDICTED. THEN EVERYTHING WILL GO BACK TO THE 

WAY IT USED TO BE. AND SO THEY NOMINATED A CANDIDATE WHO 

REPRESENTED THE WAY THINGS USED TO BE. HE SAID HIS FIRST 

PRIORITY WAS TO RAISE TAXES. HIS SECOND WAS TO INVITE BACK TO 

THE FEEDING TROUGH ALL THOSE SACRED COWS WHOM THE REPUBLICANS HAD 

SHOOED AWAY. HE WASN'T QUITE SURE WHETHER THE LIBERATION OF 

GRENADA WAS A GOOD THING OR NOT - BUT HE MADE IT CRYSTAL CLEAR 

THAT WHEN IT CAME TO DEALING WITH THE MEN IN MOSCOW, THE UNITED 

STATES SHOULD STOP BUILDING SO MANY WEAPONS AND START RESORTING 

TO SOOTHING WORDS INSTEAD. 

AND THE PUNDITS ALL FORECAST A CLIFFHANGER. AFTER ALL, WHAT 

PRESIDENT COULD OFFEND THIS INTEREST GROUP AND THAT CAUCUS, LET 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 20 of 30



- 9 -

ALONE HALF THE EDITORIAL WRITERS IN THE LAND, AND STILL HOPE TO 

CORRAL A MAJORITY OF VOTES ON ELECTION DAY? REMEMBER THE FAMOUS 

GENDER GAP? THERE WAS A GAP ALL RIGHT - BUT IT WAS WALTER 

MONDALE'S FAILURE TO ATTRACT SUPPORT AMONG MEN. THEN THERE WAS 

THE HISPANIC VOTE - BETTER THAN 40% REPUBLICAN. OR YOUNG PEOPLE 

- 60% FOR THE GOP. AND ON AND ON: CATHOLICS, BLUE COLLAR 

WORKERS, THE ELDERLY. YOU NAME THE GROUP, AND THE REAGAN-BUSH 

TICKET ASTONISHED THE EXPERTS. 

A RESURRECTION OF PATRIOTISM 

SOME OF THEM ARE STILL IN SHOCK. THEY HAVE YET TO LEARN WHAT 

YOU AND I KNOW AND HAVE ALWAYS KNOWN - THAT PEOPLE HAVE LONGER 

MEMORIES THAN ANCHORMEN CREDIT THEM WITH. THEY REMEMBER A TIME 

IN THE RECENT PAST WHEN ECONOMIC GROWTH HAD STOPPED IN THIS 
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COUNTRY. THEY KNEW THEY WERE BETTER OFF IN 1984 THAN THEY'S 

BEEN FOUR YEARS EARLIER. THEY COULD SEEJ AND IN MOST INSTANCESJ 

THEY COULD BENEFIT FROMJ THE STRONGEST GROWTH SINCE THE KOREAN 

WAR - WITHOUT INFLATION. WHAT'S MOREJ THEY UNDERSTOOD WITH THE 

INSTINCTIVE WISDOM OF THE AMERICAN GRASSROOTS THAT THE ULTIMATE 

FORM OF SOCIAL JUSTICE IS A JOB - AND THAT JOBS ARE BEST CREATED 

BY RISKTAKERSJ NOT REGULATORS. THEY EXPERIENCED FOR THEMSELVES 

MORE THAN SEVEN MILLION NEW JOBS IN LESS THAN TWO YEARS. 

BEST OF ALLJ THEY FELT GOOD AGAINJ ABOUT THEIR COUNTRY AND 

THEMSELVES. YOU COULD SEE IT IN THE CROWDS THAT MET THE 

PRESIDENT WHEREVER HE WENT. YOU COULD HEAR IT IN THE CHANTS OF 

USAJ USA THAT FILLED THE 23RD OLYMPIADJ AND HAVE YET TO FADE FROM 

OUR EARS. AND YOU COULD MEASURE IT IN ALL THOSE REAMS OF 
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ECONOMIC STATISTICS THAT POUR OUT OF WASHINGTON EVERY MONTH. 

BEHIND THE COLD NUMBERS ARE WARM HUMAN BEINGS} MEN AND WOMEN WHO 

WANT NOTHING MORE THAN A CHANCE TO WORK} TO EARN} TO PAY THEIR 

OWN WAY AND PRODUCE THEIR OWN MIRACLES. IT ISN'T SO MUCH THAT 

THEY FEAR GOVERNMENT WILL LET THEM DOWN. THEY JUST HOPE IT MIGHT 

LET THEM UP FOR A CHANGE. 

CHANGE IS THE OLDEST TRADITION IN AMERICA} THE ONLY SURE BET 

IN THIS POKER GAME WE CALL LIFE. THE TRICK IS TO MANAGE CHANGE} 

WITHIN UNCHANGING VALUES. IT USED TO BE SAID THAT WE WERE THE 

PARTY FEARFUL OF CHANGE. REPUBLICANS} IT WAS CLAIMED} WERE TOO 

RESPECTFUL OF THE OLD MOON TO EVER LOOK AT A NEW ONE. 

WELL} THEY AREN'T SAYING THAT ABOUT US ANYMORE. TODAY} 

WHEREVER YOU LOOK} CHANGE IS BEING PUT TO WORK BY A REPUBLICAN 
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ADMINISTRATION WHOSE SWORN ENEMY IS WASHINGTON'S STATUS QUO. 

STOP AND THINK FOR A MINUTE: WHICH IS THE PARTY THAT TALKS OF 

BOLD TOMORROWS - AND THEN PROPOSES FRESH WAYS OF ACHIEVING THEM? 

WHICH IS THE PARTY OF ENTERPRISE ZONES AND YOUTH OPPORTUNITY 

WAGESJ OF TUITION TAX CREDITS AND PRIVATE SECTOR INITIATIVES? 

WHEN THE PARTY OF TIP O'NEIL OR TED KENNEDY CONFRONT A PROBLEMJ 

THE ANSWER IS ALWAYS PREDICTABLE. SLAP A TAX ON ITJ THEY 

RESPONDJ OR WRITE A REGULATIOfN AROUND IT. 

WITH ATTITUDES LIKE THATJ THE DEMOCRATS AREN'T JUST PROPOSING 

TO INVITE ALL THOSE CLOUDS BACK AGAIN. THEY'D LIKE TO GO UP AND 

SEED THEM WITH A FEW HUNDRED BILLION MORE IN DEBTJ OR TAXESJ OR 

BOTH. WHEN THEY PRAISE BALANCED BUDGETSJ IT HAS ALL THE 

SINCERITY OF A TESTIMONIAL TO BLOOD BANKS BY COUNT DRACULA. 
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THEIR TALK - UNLIKE THEIR PLATFORMS - IS CHEAP. BUT 1985 IS A 

YEAR IN WHICH TALK ALONE WILL NOT SOLVE OUR PROBLEMS. AND HERE 

IS WHERE THE LINCOLN MUSIC NEEDS TO BE TURNED UP THE LOUDEST. 

LISTEN TO WHAT HE SAID DURING A DARK AND PERILOUS TIME IN THE 

AMERICAN CIVIL WARJ WHEN MERE EXPEDIENTS WOULD NO LONGER WORKJ 

AND THE STARS WERE IN DANGER OF TWINKLING OUT FOREVER. 

"THE OCCASION IS PILED HIGH WITH DIFFICULTYJ" HE SAIDJ "AND 

WE MUST RISE WITH THE OCCASION. AS OUR CASE IS NEWJ SO WE MUST 

THINK ANEW AND ACT ANEW. WE MUST DISENTHRALL OURSELVES - AND 

THEN WE SHALL SAVE OUR COUNTRY." 

IN 1980J WE DISENTHRALLED OURSELVES FROM THE CONVENTIONAL 

WISDOM OF WASHINGTON'S ESTABLISHMENT. WE TOOK GOVERNMENT BACK 

INTO OUR OWN HANDS. ALONG WITH ITJ WE RECLAIMED OUR OWN STAKE IN 
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AMERICA'S DESTINY. SOME) IN THAT CITY AND ELSEWHERE) WOULD LIKE 

TO RETRACE OUR STEPS. THEY'D EXECUTE A U-TURN OR WORSE) THEY'D 

TAKE US ALL OVER THE SIDE OF THE ROAD. NOT BEING ABLE TO DISPUTE 

THE SIZE OF THE PRESIDENT'S MAJORITY LAST NOVEMBER) THEY'LL 

QUIBBLE INSTEAD OVER THE MEANING OF HIS MANDATE. 

BUT THE MEANING IS CLEAR. SO IS THE RESOLVE TO DO WHAT MUST 

BE DONE) TO TURN THIS ECONOMIC RECOVERY INTO PERMANENT ECONOMIC 

EXPANSION) IN PENNSYLVANIA AND OTHER STATES WHERE NOT ALL THE 

GOOD NEWS OF RECENT YEARS HAS BEEN EVENLY DISTRIBUTED. 

"FELLOW CITIZENS)" SAID LINCOLN) "WE CANNOT ESCAPE HISTORY. 

THE FIERY TRIAL THROUGH WHICH WE PASS WILL LIGHT US DOWN IN HONOR 

OR DISHONOR) TO THE LATEST GENERATION ... WEJ EVEN WE HERE) HOLD 

THE POWER AND BEAR THE RESPONSIBILITY." 
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REMEMBER THOSE WORDS IN THE MONTHS AHEAD1 WHEN THE DEBATE 

OVER DEFICITS AND TAXES GROWS LOUD AND SOMETIMES SHRILL. 

REMEMBER THEM WHENEVER THE TALK TURNS TO INTEREST RATES OR AUTO 

SALES1 STEEL PRODUCTION OR HOUSING STARTS. LET THEM SERVE AS A 

GUIDEPOST IN THE TRAIL THROUGH WHICH WE SURELY PASS. USE THEM TO 

GUAGE OUR FIDELITY TO COMMON SENSE1AND UNCOMMON COURAGE. WE'LL 

NEED PLENTY OF BOTH. 

FOR HALF A CENTURY1 WE TOLD THE AMERICAN PEOPLE THAT SOME 

THINGS WERE IMMUTABLE. WE SAID THAT YOU COULDN'T GO ON SPENDING 

MORE THAN YOU TOOK IN1 NOT IF YOU WERE A FAMILY AND NOT IF YOU 

WERE A GOVERNMENT SUPERVISED WITH THE NATIONAL FAMILY. YOU 

COULDN'T JUST PRINT MONEY AND CALL IT GOOD AS GOLD. YOU 

COULDN'T TAX PEOPLE TO DEATH1 AND EXPECT THE PRIVATE ECONOMY TO 
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ENJOY ROBUST LIFE. SHRINK THE SIZE OF GOVERNMENT, WE SAID - AND 

YOU'LL EXPAND THE RANGE OF INDIVIDUAL OPPORTUNITY. THAT'S THE 

OLD AND TRIED MOVEMENT IN THE LINCOLN SYMPHONY. 

AT THE SAME TIME, WE ASKED PEOPLE TO THINK ANEW AND ACT ANEW 

- TO RISE WITH THE OCCASION, AND CUT ADRIFT FROM THE ANCHOR 

WEIGHT OF BIG GOVERNMENT AND BUSINESS AS USUAL. LAST WEEK, THE 

PRESIDENT WENT UP TO CAPITOL HILL WITH SOME MUSIC OF HIS OWN. IT 

WAS INSPIRING TO LISTEN TO. NOW IT FALLS TO THE REST OF US, IN 

CONGRESS AND ELSEWHERE, TO SUPPLY THE LYRICS. THIS PARTICULAR 

EXERCISE IN SONGWRITING WILL BE A NATIONAL ENDEAVOR. IT WILL 

DEMAND THE INVOLVEMENT OF MILLIONS, LIKE YOURSELVES TO INSURE 

THAT THE TUNE DOESN'T IN THE END TURN SOUR. 
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THE TIMEISNOW 

BUT THE ALTERNATIVE TO DOING SOMETHING IS TO DO NOTHING - TO 

LET THE BUDGET GROW LIKE A TUMOR ON THE BODY POLITIC. UNTIL IT 

SWAMPS OUR CHILDREN AND OUR CHILDREN'S CHILDREN WITH A TIDAL WAVE 

OF RED INK. IF WE FAIL TO ACT NOWJ WE WON'T BE ABLE ANY TIME 

SOON TO REDUCE AND REFORM TAXES. OR TO MAKE GOOD ON SO MANY 

PROMISING BEGINNINGSJ IN CITIES LIKE PHILADELPHIA AND WHEREVER 

COMMERCE REQUIRES LOWER INTEREST RATES TO GENERATE HIGHER LEVELS 

OF INVESTMENT. NOR WILL WEJ AS REPUBLICANSJ REALIZE THE PROMISE 

OF MAJORITY STATUS FIFTY YEARS IN THE MAKINGJ WHICH LEADERS LIKE 

BILL SCRANTON DESERVE AS THEIR RIGHTFUL INHERITANCE. 

ON THIS ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF ABRAHAM LINCOLNJ LET US 

REMAIN FAITHFUL TO THE OLD CONVICTIONS WHICH GIVE US PURPOSE -

AND THE NEW ONES WHICH PROPEL US FORWARD. IN OUR SCHOOLS AND IN 
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OUR FACTORIESJ IN THE HALLS OF CONGRESS AND THE UNION OF AMERICAJ 

LET US RISE TO THE OCCASION. LET US THINK ANEW AND ACT ANEW. LET 

US DISENTHRALL OURSELVES FROM GREEDJ CYNICISMJ AND 

SELF-INTEREST. FOR THEN - AND ONLY THEN - SHALL WE SAVE OUR 

COUNTRY. PERCHED ON LINCOLN'S SHOULDERSJ RAISED UP BY OUR OWN 

CONVICTIONSJ WE WILL NOT JUST SEE THE STARS OVERHEAD. WE WILL 

DISCOVER THEM WITHIN OUR GRASP. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 
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