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SENATOR BOB DOLE
DEDICATION OF
REHABILITATION INSTITUTE OF
WEST FLORIDA
PENSACOLA, FLORIDA
SEPTEMBER 30, 1984

® [ AM SO PLEASED TO BE ABLE TO JOIN WITH YOU TODAY IN YOUR
DEDICATION CELEBRATION. THIS NEW REHABILITATION INSTITUTE OF
WEST FLORIDA WILL PROVIDE A GREAT MANY CITIZENS WITH HOPE.
HOPE THAT THEY TOO CAN BENEFIT FROM THE NEWEST ADVANCES IN
THE REHABILITATION OF DISABLED INDIVIDUALS, AND AGAIN RESUME
A PRODUCTIVE, FULL LIFE.

8 THE YEARS 1983-1992 HAVE BEEN PROCLAIMED AS “THE DECADE OF
THE DISABLED”. IT IS NOT THE DECADE OF THE HANDICAPPED.
THIS DISTINCTION IS IMPORTANT FOR A DISABLED PERSON. A
DISABLED PERSON IS ONLY HANDICAPPED SO LONG AS HE OR SHE IS
PREVENTED FROM ACHIEVING A GOAL, EARNING A LIVING, REALIZING
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A DREAM. THROUGHOUT MY LIFE, I HAVE KNOWN PERSONS WHO MIGHT
HAVE BEEN PHYSICALLY DISABLED, BUT WHO ATTAINED GREAT
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 6F THE MIND AND OF THE SPIRIT. I HAVE KNOWN
IN MY OWN LIFE THE CALL TO SELF-DISCOVERY THAT COMES WITH A
PHYSICAL DISABILITY--AND I LEARNED MANY YEARS AGO THAT
SYMPATHY IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR A CHANCE TO DEVELOP ONE’S
SKILLS.

0 THERE ARE THIRTY-FIVE MILLION OTHER AMERICANS WHO HAVE
LEARNED--OR WILL LEARN--THAT SAME LESSON: THEY REPRESENT A
VAST AND LARGELY UNTAPPED HUMAN RESOURCCE. THEY ASK FOR
NOTHING BUT A CHANCE TO SHARE THEIR TALENTS. AND, BECAUSE
DISABLED PEOPLE ARE AS VARIED IN ABILITY, TEMPERAMENT, AND
PERSONALITY AS ABLE-BODIED PEOPLE, MANY WILL SUCCEED. OTHERS
WILL NOT. DISABLED PERSONS, HOWEVER, SHOULD NOT BE SET UP
FOR FAILURE BY MEANS OF A SYSTEM WHICH CREATES ARTIFICIAL
BARRIERS--ARCHITECTURAL, ECONOMIC, OR PSYCHOLOGICAL--NOR
SHOULD THEY BE SHELTERED FROM “THE RIGHT TO FAIL.”

Page 2 of 11
c019_037_036_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

_3...

® THE TIME HAS COME FOR US TO REEXAMINE OUR PRIORITIES. FOR
MANY YEARS ENORMOUS AMOUNTS OF ATTENTION AND HEALTH CARE
DOLLARS HAVE BEEN SPENT ON FINDING CURES TO THE ILLS THAT
PLAGUE AMERICANS.

@ THESE PRIORITIES HAVE RESULTED IN SOME SPECTACULAR ADVANCES.
POLIO HAS CEASED TO BE A CONSTANT FEAR OF PARENTS, A
DIAGNOSIS OF CANCER NO LONGER MEANS AN AUTOMATIC DEATH
SENTENCE.

O HOWEVER, ALONG WITH THESE ADVANCES WE HAVE ALSO SEEN NEW
CHRONIC CONDITIONS APPEAR, WHICH BRING WITH THEM NEW
CHALLENGES FOR THE FUTURE.

® OBVIOUSLY, FINDING THE CURE TO AN ILLNESS IS STILL A HIGH
PRIORITY, BUT ALONG WITH THIS PRIORITY SHOULD BE THE DESIRE
TO IMPROVE OUR ABILITY TO REHABILITATE THOSE WHO ARE DISABLED
BECAUSE OF ACCIDENTS OR DISEASES.
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® THE ONSET OF A PHYSICAL DISABILITY OFTEN RESULTS IN
UNNECESSARY PERSONAL AND SOCIETAL COSTS BECAUSE
REHABILITATION IS NOT PROVIDED OR BECAUSE SIGNIFICANT DELAYS
OCCUR IN OBTAINING SERVICES.

® MEDICARE IS EXPECTED TO COVER APPROXIMATELY 2.9 MILLION
DISABLED INDIVIDUALS IN FY 1985. THE AVERAGE COST OF CARE
FOR EACH OF THESE INDIVIDUALS IN 1985 WILL BE APPROXIMATELY
$2,990. FOR THE AGED COVERED UNDER THE PROGRAM, THE AVERAGE
COST WILL BE ABOUT $2,464. FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF ONE
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MEDICARE PROGRAM, I WANT TO MAKE SURE
THAT THE CARE WE ARE PURCHASING IS OF THE HIGHEST QUALITY AND
PROVIDES THE GREATEST BENEFIT FOR THE INDIVIDUAL.

0 MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY HAS PROLONGED LIFE TO THE EXTENT THAT
TODAY 65 YEAR OLDS CAN EXPECT TO LIVE UNTIL THEY ARE 80-SOME
YEARS OLD. AS A RESULT, THE NEED FOR SPECIALIZED LONG-TERM
CARE HAS INCREASED--CARE WHICH IS VERY DIFFERENT FROM THE
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GENERAL MEDICAL AND SURGICAL CARE WE OFTEN THINK OF IN
CONNECTION WITH MEDICARE AND MEDICAID. WE RECOGNIZED THAT
DIFFERENCE WHEN WE EXEMPTED REHABILITATION HOSPITALS FROM THE
PROSPECTIVE PAYMENT SYSTEM ADOPTED FOR INPATIENT SERVICES
UNDER THE MEDICARE PROGRAM.

0 RECOGNITION OF THE TOTAL NEEDS OF THE DISABLED HAS CLEARLY
BEEN INCREASING. EFFORTS TO PROVIDE FOR THE FINANCIAL NEEDS
OF THE DISABLED HAVE BEEN INCREASINGLY SUCCESSFUL OVER THE
PAST 27 YEARS WITH THE ADOPTION OF THE DISABILITY INSURANCE
AND SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME PROGRAMS.

® IN ADDITION, WE IN THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HAVE A HISTORY OF
SUPPORT FOR REHABILITATIVE SERVICES WHICH DATES BACK TO 1935
AND THE PASSAGE OF TITLE V OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT WHICH
PROVIDED NEEDED SERVICES TO CRIPPLED CHILDREN. LATER,
ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR CRIPPLED CHILDREN’S SERVICES WERE
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PROVIDED UNDER THE SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME PROGRAM
ESTABLISHED BY TITLE XVI OF THE ACT.

-

O WHILE THE UNDERLYING CONDITIONS THAT RESULT IN CHILDHOOD
HANDICAPS AND DISABILITIES HAVE CHANGED, THE CHRONIC NATURE
OF THOSE DISABLING CONDITIONS HAS NOT. POLIO MAY HAVE BEEN
REPLACED BY CYSTIC FIBROSIS, BUT THE NEED FOR ONGOING CARE,
NO MATTER WHAT THE DISABLING CONDITION, IS JUST AS IMPORTANT
TODAY AS IT WAS IN THE PAST.

® IMPAIRMENT AND DISABILITY WILL CONTINUE AND POSSIBLY
INCREASE, THOUGH THE CAUSES MAY CHANGE.  BECAUSE THE PROBLEM
IS EXPECTED TO CONTINUE AND BECAUSE OF THE SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES OF DISABILITY, WE NEED TO PROJECT AHEAD
TO WHAT OUR NEEDS WILL BE; AND WHO IS BEST ABLE TO MEET THEM.

O IN LOOKING AT OUR NEEDS, I REVIEWED AN ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN
1981 WHICH GAVE THE FOLLOWING STATISTICS:
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0 THE HEALTH CARE INDUSTRY IN THIS COUNTRY HAS A TREMENDOUS
TASK BEFORE IT. EDUCATING ACUTE CARE PROVIDERS, LEGISLATORS,
OPINION-MOLDING EEADERS, THE INSURANCE INDUSTRY, AND THE
PUBLIC AS TO THE VALUE AND NECESSITY OF REHABILITATION
SERVICES IS OF CRUCIAL IMPORTANCE TO OUR DISABLED CITIZENS.

® WE ALL HAVE SO MUCH TO OFFER AND SO MUCH YET TO LEARN.
DISABLED CITIZENS ARE LOOKING NOT FOR A HAND-OUT, BUT RATHER,
SIMPLY FOR A HAND IN BECOMING INDEPENDENT. I COMMEND YOU FOR
YOUR EFFORTS.
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