
THE DEDICATION OF THE VICE PRESIDENTIAL SCULPTURE OF MR. HUMPHREY 
STATUARY HALL, THE UNITED STATES CAPITOL 

SEPTEMBER 10, 1984 - 8:00 P.M. 
REMARKS OF SENl\TOR BOB DOLE 

THANK YOUJ DWAYNE. AS USUAL) YOU ARE TOO GENEROUS. OF COURSE) 

DWAYNE'S MADE A CAREER OUT OF BEING GENEROUS. HE HAS A CAPACITY 

FOR FRIENDSHIP THAT KNOWS NO LIMITS. HUBERT HUMPHREY WAS PERHAPS 

THE BIGGEST MAN WHO EVER FOUND HIS WAY INTO DWAYNE'S ORBIT. HE 

CERTAINLY WAS ONE OF THE BIGGEST MEN I'VE EVER KNOWN. AND THIS 

EVENING) IN THIS HALL WHERE THE AMERICAN PEOPLE PAY TRIBUTE TO SOME 

OF THEIR GREATEST HEROES - NEAR THE LEGISLATIVE CHAMBER WHERE 

HUBERT MADE HISTORY AND THE ROTUNDA WHERE A GRIEVING NATION MOURNED 

HIS PASSING - I COUNT IT A GREAT HONOR TO JOIN WITH ALL OF YOU IN 

REMEMBERING A FRIEND WE CAN HARDLY FORGET. 

IN THE COURSE OF MY CAREER ON THIS SIDE OF THE CAPITOL) I CAN 

RECALL COUNTLESS MEETINGS WITH HUBERT. I REMEMBER DISCUSS ING 
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AGRICULTURE WITH HIM, AND THE RIGHTS OF THE HANDICAPPED, AND THE 

WIC PROGRAM THAT HE FATHERED LIKE SO MANY OTHER LEGISLATIVE 

MILESTONES - BECAUSE HE WAS A MAN OF GENEROUS INSTINCTS, WHO 

WANTED HIS COUNTRY TO BE GENEROUS TOO, TO SHARE ITS BOUNTIES 

WITH ALL OF ITS PEOPLE. 

"DON'T GIVE UP AND DON'T GIVE IN," HE ONCE SAID. THE WORDS 

WEREN'T EXACTLY THE SAME, MURIEL, BUT THE SENTIMENTS BEHIND THEM 

CERTAINLY WERE, IN WHAT I WILL ALWAYS CHERISH AS MY MOST MEMORABLE 

ENCOUNTER WITH HUBERT. IT WASN'T LONG AFTER THE 1976 ELECTION, 

AND WE'D LOST, AND I WAS FEELING MORE THAN A LITTLE BLUE ABOUT IT. 

YOU MAY RECALL THAT THE PUNDITS WERE SPECULATING ON THE NARROWNESS 

OF PRESIDENT FORD'S DEFEAT. I LEARNED THEN AND THERE THAT LOSING 

BY A WHISKER CAN BE WORSE THAN TAKING A LICKING . BECAUSE IF YOU'RE 

NOT CAREFUL, YOU GET BLAMED FOR BEING THE WHISKER ! 

WELL, I WAS SITTING IN THE SENATE DINING ROOM, ALONE, WHEN 

WHO SHOULD APPEAR BY MY SIDE BUT HUBERT. HE SAT DOWN AND HE SAID 
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TO ME, "BOB J IT Is TOUGH TO LOSE I I KNOW J I I VE BEEN TH ROUGH IT 

MYSELF. WHEN IT'S THIS CLOSE, THERE'S BOUND TO BE A LOT OF 

SECOND GUESSING. BUT WHAT COUNTS IS THAT YOU WENT OUT AND MADE 

THE EFFORT. YOU ALMOST PULLED IT OFF. I TELL YOU: IT'S EASY 

TO BE A GOOD WINNER. IT'S SOMETIMES HARD TO BE A GOOD LOSER." 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, ON ANOTHER OCCASION, A PUBLIC OCCASION, 

HUBERT HUMPHREY DEFINED THE ESSENCE OF HIS SPECIAL CREED. "OH, 

MY FRIEND/' HE EXPLAINED, "IT'S NOT WHAT THEY TAKE AWAY FROM YOU 

THAT COUNTS - IT'S WHP,T YOU DO WITH WHAT YOU HAVE LEFT." 

HOW MUCH HE DID! OUR FRIEND AND COLLEAGUE WAS NEVER PRESIDENT. 

BUT HE HAD MORE IMPACT ON THIS LAND THAN MANY MEN WHO HAVE OCCUPIED 

THE OVAL OFFICE. HIS WAS A VOICE FOR DECENCY AND HONOR, IN A TOWN 

WHERE THES~U~IES NEVER LOSE THEIR NEED FOR A CHAMPION. WE 

REQUIRE NO ~ TO MEMORIALIZE SUCH A MAN. HIS MONUMENT IS 

CONTAINED IN A STREAM OF LEGISLATION, AND A RIVER OF HUMAN EXISTENCE 

IMPROVED BECAUSE OF HIS COMPASSION. HE RAISED OUR SIGHTS, AS HE 
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LIFTED OUR SPIRIT. HE MADE THE LIFE OF THIS NATION A LITTLE FINER. 

AND TO YOUJ MURIEL) AS TO YOUR FAMILY AND ALL WHO WERE PRIVILEGED 

TO CALL HIM FRIEND) MAY I EXPRESS MY CONGRATULATIONS FOR HAVING 

SHARED IN SO TRIUMPHANT A LIFE. THAT IS HOW I WISH TO REMEMBER 

HUBERT - NOT IN MARBLE OR BRONZE) ALTHOUGH HE DESERVES SUCH 

REMEMBRANCE) BUT AS A WARM HEART AND A CREATIVE MIND. AND SO I 

WOULD ASK YOU TO JOIN ME IN A TOAST: TO HUBERT, WHOSE S~ WILL 

GUARD TH~E CORRIDORS OF POWER FOR AS LONG AS THEY EXIST - AND 

WHOSE SPIRIT WILL HOLD A SPECIAL PLACE WHEREVER MEN AND WOMEN 

DISTILL HOPE FROM EXPERIENCE) AND TRANSLATE VISION INTO LAW. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 4 of 7



me,"Bob, it's tough to lose. I 
it myself. When it's this close, there's bou 
second guessing. But what counts is that yo 
t effort. You almost pulled it off. I t 1 you: easy to 

ood winner. It's not so easy to be a good oser~ 

L ies and gentlemen, on another o casion, tfi i. a ~&o ua a.t Hubert 
Humph r e y 1t ad :fi "!Ac a ~ " 0 h , my fr i en cl", f t ' s no t w ha t t he y t a k e away 
from you that counts - it's what you do with what you have lift~ 

~ en+~ add tfiat W'e require no statue to memorialize such 
a m . His monument is contained in a stream of legislation, and 
a :·ver of h~man ex~tence ~ved _ be~~J his compassion: He 
rai ed our sights, ~ he ~ our~~~. He made the life 
of th i s n a t i on a 1 i t t 1 e f in er . And RR-€18.......i~.d.4._.C:hre"'oo+±...n!"~"U1f-~T 
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