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DIFFICULT. BUT IT MAKES BETTER NEWS, IT SEEMS, TO SAY THE
NEGOTIATIONS “BROKE DOWN,” OR “ALMOST BROKE DOWN,” OR WHATEVER
LENDS ITSELF TO SOME FORM OF FINALITY THAT CAN BE PACKAGED

AND DELIVERED, ( ~% a4 %“-\L\M N

ANY MORE IT SEEMS THAT CONGRESS DEALS WITH PUBLIC

L

OPINION THAT HAS BEEN SIGNIFICANTLY SHAPED BY THE MEDIA,

B oy
POLITICIANS THEY SHAPE OPINION -- AND SOME DO --
BUT IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO COMPETE WITH SATELLITES AND COMPUTERS,
OR 50-SECOND NEWS REPORTS. BY THE TIME CONGRESS MOVES ON AN
ISSUE OR A CONTROVERSY, THE GRASS ROOTS HAVE USUALLY BEEN
FERTILIZED., AND WE'RE TRYING IQ DEAL WITi S NEW VARIABLE

=il

IN THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS., IN FACT, SOME MEMBERS OF CONGRESS
HAVE COME TO MASTER THIS DIMENSION, BY PLAYING EXCLUSIVELY T0

THEIR NEW CONSTITUENCY -- THE INSTANT MEDIA. IN THE OLD

CONGRESS -- THE DIRKSEN, JOHNSON CONGRESSES -~ OPINION WAS

CAREFULLY DEVELOPED IN PRIVATE CAUCUS. THE PRESS WQULD TRY
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TO TRACK IT, REPORT IT AND THEN LATER ANALYZE IT. THE PROCESS
WAS ANYTHING BUT FAST. IT WAS PURPOSELY SLOW, AND THE BUILDING
BLOCKS WERE SOLID. HOWEVER, THE MEDIA HAVE HELPED CHANGE ALL
THAT, AND NOW THE HOUSE AND THE SENATE, MORE OPEN THAN EVER
BEFORE, MUST CONFRONT CONSTITUENCIES ALREADY INFORMED AND

~ SOMETIMES HARDENED., OFTENTIMES, THE BEST-LAID PLANS OF
SENATORS AND CONGRESSMEN COME BOUNCING BACK AT THEM.

THE INSTANT MEDIA

%,M\Mm
THE MEDIA WAITS FOR NO ONE.n AS A MATTER OF FACT, IT'S

Sszsg;§:% AnedeRE, WE MIGHT CALL IT jﬂ% “INSTANT MEDIA.”
HOWEVER, ONE OF THE GROWING PROBLEMS I SEE HERE IS THE RUSH
TO REACT TO EVENTS BEFORE ANYONE HAS A CHANCE TO DIGEST

L R S S EMU%\&MWM
THE FACTS. THIS ENHANCED ROLE OF THE MEDIA, FUELED B :
PUBLIC EXPECTATIONS OF EVEN MORE RAPID DISSECTION OF WORLD
EVENTS, MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A HEIGHTENED RESPONSIBILITY --

A MANDATE TO RESPONSIBLY DEFINE WHAT IS NEWS,
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BOX SCORE JOURNALISM

THERE IS ONE KIND OF REPORTING THAT IN MY VIEW IS
BEGINNING TO WEIGH HEAVILY ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE
MEDIA AND THE CONGRESS. LET'S CALL IT "BOX SCORE" JOURNALISM.
AMERICA"S OBSESSION WITH SPORTS HAS APPARENTLY CARRIED OVER
TO POLITICAL REPORTING.,
POLLS ARE PARTICULARLY GOOD EXAMPLES OF THIS TREMND.
IT JUST SEEMS TO ME THAT POLLS BASED ON SAMPLES BASED ON
NEWS REPORTS BASED ON FIRST BLUSH REACTIONS MAY NOT BE
ENTIRELY ACCURATE. YET THEY DO RELAY TO VIEWERS, LISTENERS \‘3
AND READERS A BOX SCORE-TYPE RESULT: GET-OUT-OF-LEBANON 60%“qmq <ﬁ\“4Q
STAY 30%. FROM THESE INSTANT RESULTS PUBLIC OPINION IS SHAPED AQ_QJK*Y
AND, AS I SAID BEFORE, HARDENED, THE INTENSE COMPETITION Se%wh:>
BETWEEN NEWS ORGANIZATIONS SEEMS ONLY TO HAVE MADE THE POLL -- |

THE BOX SCORE REPORTING -- MORE NECESSARY.
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ONCE THE BOX SCORE IS OUT, AND OPINIONS GALVANIZE,
ACTION BECOMES MORE PREDICTABLE IN OUR RESPECTIVE CHAMBERS.
AS YOU KNOW, THERE'S A NATURAL TIMIDITY IN ALL OF US. NOBODY
WANTS TO TAKE THE HEAT. BUT SOMETIMES WE MUST. HOWEVER,
IT ISN'T ANY EASIER WHEN THE MOOD IS SET BEFORE THE FACTS ARE
OUT, AND AN INNOVATION OR A MERE HOPE IS SHOT DDWN.< LET*S
CONSIDER SOME RECENT EXAMPLES;>

LEGISLATIVE PARALYSIS

BY ALL ACCOUNTS, THE SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM AT THE
START OF THIS DECADE WAS DRASTICALLY UNDERFUNDED.,
DEMOGRAPHICS -- THE BIRTH RATE HAD SLOWED DOWN AND FEWER
WORKERS SUPPORTED EACH RETIREE -- COMBINED PERHAPS WITH

OVERLY GENEROUS BENEFIT INCREASES -- WERE LARGELY TO BLAME.
TR — %

SR—ER
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BUT THAT WAS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE. AS SOON AS ANYBODY
NENTIONED POSSIBLE HODIFICATION OF FUTURE BENEFIT INCREASES,
AN ELECTION ISSUE HAF~JWR=BEEN CREATED. IT BECAME Fﬁéﬁi@@g@gﬁ

, TO SAY THAT “REPUBLICANS” WERE IN FAVOR OF CUTTING SOCIAL
SECURITY BENEFITS. THE MESSAGE WAS CONCISE AND PERFECT AND
QUICKLY BECAME A CATCH-PHRASE. UNDERSTAND, NOBODY WAS EVER
TALKING ABOUT CUTTING PRESENT BENEFITS . . . NOBODY EJER HAD
TO EXCITE ALL THOSE NICE PEOPLE IN REST HOMES. BUT SOMEHOW
THE MESSAGE GOT LOST, AND THE PUBLIC WONDERS WHAT'S GOING ON
ON CAPITOL HILL.

[ SUGGEST THAT THE WAY WE DO BUSINESS IS SUBTLY BEING
CHANGED. FOR EVERY PAINFUL BUT NECESSARY SOLUTION TO A
DIFFICULT PROBLEM, THERE IS A PHRASE WHICH AROUSES PUBLIC
EMOTION AND ULTIMATELY IMPEDES THE PATH TO THE SOLUTION.

THE SLOGANS ARE AS OLD AS POLITICS -- IT IS THE ™HNSTANT

g Td .
MEDDT/” THAT HAVE MADE THEM SO POWERFUL.
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