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FACING MILLIONS OF OTHER AMERICAN WOMEN. FOR THERE HAS BEEN
ANOTHER TREND AMONG AMERICAN WOMEN, NOT ONE OF PROGRESS, BUT ONE
mmmmew;cmmmuQmme&mmnwaunxmws
LIVING BELOW THE POVERTY LEVEL ARE HEADED BY: HOMEN, NOST OF HHOM

ARE  DIVORCED WITH CHILDREN, OR ELDERLY WIDOWS.

FUNDAMENTAL 10 IMPROVING THE ECONOMIC STATUS OF WOMEN WILL
BE A SUSTAINED ECONOMIC RECOVERY. TO BE SURE, WOMEN ARE ALREADY
BENEFITTING BY THE BROAD BASED RECOVERY CURRENTLY UNDERWAY AND
INFLATION HAS BEEN CUT T0 3.9% IN 1985, DOWN DRASTICALLY FROM A

FRIGHTENING 12.4% IN 1980,

BUT THREATENING THE ECONOMIC HEALTH OF THE NATION ARE
SKYROCKETING DEFICITS. OUR NATIONAL DEBT NOW STANDS AT A
STAGGERING $1.3 TRILLION DOLLARS. YEARLY PROJECTED DEFICITS FALL

IN THE $180-200 BILLION RANGE.

SOME BELIEVE THESE DEFICITS DON'T MATTER. I DISAGREE.

THE RISKS ARE TOO HIGH TO DELAY ACTION. I HAVE CALLED FOR A BUDGET
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SUMMIT INVOLVING THE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS, REPUBLICANS
AND DEMOCRATS, SO THAT_A'DEFICIT-REDUCING COMPROMISE CAN BE WORKED
OuT. .I UOGE THIS ORGANIZATION, CONCERNED AS IT IS WITH BASIC

ISSUES OF'FAIRNESS AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE, TO JOIN ME IN THAT CALL.

AS A REPRESENTATIVE OF WOMEN -- ONE OF THE FASTEST GROWING POVERTY
GROUPS IN AMERICAN_SOCIEIY -- YOU HAVE A VITAL INTEREST IN CUTTING
THE DEFICITS WHICH IMPERIL OUR CONTINUED PROGRESS TOWARD ECONOMIC
HEALTH. FOO IT HAS'BEEN SADLY DEMONSTRATED THAT WHEN THE ECONOMY
FALTERS, IT IS THOSE ON THE BOTTOM RUNGS OF THE ECONOMIC LADDER WHO
SUFFER THE MOST.

SECURING ECONOMIC EQUITY FOR WOMEN

BUT SUSTAINED ECONOMIC RECOVERY WON'T BE ENOUGH, NOT IF
ECONOMIC BARRIERS REMAIN WHICH PRECLUDE WOMEN FROM SHARING FULLY
IN THE FRUITS OF ECONOMIC PROSPERITY. LAST JUNE, THE SENATE FINANCE
COMMITTEE HELD AN UNPRECEDENTED TWO FULL DAYS OF COMPREHENSIVE
HEARINGS ON ECONOMIC DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN. THESE HEARINGS
REVEALED A NUMBER OF DIFFICULT, COMPLEX ISSUES, THE SOLUTIONS WHICH

. JA»
"IN MANY INSTANCES MAY TAKE TIME. HOWEVER, THERE ARE HHREE AREAS
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WHICH I CONSIDER TO BE OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE AND WHERE I SEE

THE POTENTIAL FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION IN THIS CONGRESS.
Ve

A TOP PRIORITY FOR ME, AS IT 1S, I KNOH, FOR THE WOMEN'S
EQUITY ACTION LEAGUE, IS PRIVATE PENSION REFORM. MANY WOMEN'S
ORGANIZATIONS HAVE'LONG_ARIGUED THAT THE LANS GOVERNING OUR PRIVATE
PENSION SYSTEM FAIL TO ADEQUATELY ADDRESS THE SPECIAL NEEDS OF WOMEN,
BOTH AS THE WIVES OF WORKERS WHO PARTICIPATE IN PRIVATE PENSION PLANS,

AND AS WORKERS WHO SEEK TO BECOME ELIGIBLE FOR PENSIONS OF THEIR OWN.,

FOR INSTANCE, RULES-RELATING T0 THE MINIMUM AGE FOR PENSION
PLAN PARTICIPATION,  VESTING AND BREAK-IN-SERVICE RULES MAY FAIL
TO ADEQUATELY ADDRESS WOMEN’S UNIQUE WORK PATTERNS. AND IN MANY
WAYS, THE LAW MAY IGNORE THE IMPORTANCE OF PENSION BENEFITS TO THE
ECONOMIC SECURITY OF A NON-EMPLOYED SPOUSE.

OVER THE PAST SEVERAL WEEKS, I HAVE BEEN WORKING WITH OTHER
MEMBERS OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE, THE PENSION INDUSTRY, AND INTERESTED
WOMEN‘S ORGANIZATIONS, INCLUDING W.E.A.L., DEVELOPING A CONSENSUS

PROPOSAL, WHICH I INTRODUCED YESTERDAY. TO ADDRESS THE SPECIAL NEEDS
; :

Page 12 of 17
c019_033_004_all_Alb.pdf















This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

THE BENEFITS OF FEDERAL AID FOR ONE PROGRAM, BUT BE FREE TO
DISCRIMINATE IN ALL THE REST. HOPEFULLY, THE COURT WILL ADOPT

OUR ARGUMENTS. IF NOT, I WILL PURSUE LEGISLATION TO CLARIFY THE
LAW, |

A : .

A HEALTHY ECONOMY, PENSION REFORM, STRENGTHENED CHILD
SUPPORT ENFORCEMENT, VIGILANCE IN MAINTAINING CIVIL RIGHTS GUARANTEES
-- THESE ARE ALL NECESSARY BUILDING BLOCKS IN OUR PROGRESS TOWARD
INSURING TRUE EQUALITY FOR WOMEN. YET, WE ARE BUILDING WITHOUT A
CORNERSTONE, WITHOUT A CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEE OF EQUALITY.

WE NEED A SOLID FOUNDATiON FOR OUR PROGRESS. WE NEED THE
ERA, BUT UNTIL THAT TIME COMES, WE MUST SEIZE EVERY OPPORTUNITY
TO TEAR DOWN THE REMNANTS OF DISCRIMINATION AND CLEAR THE PATH
FOR THE INVALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS THAT WOMEN CAN AND WILL BRING TO

OUR NATIONAL LIFE.
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