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OUTLINE OF REMARKS
IOWA MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION
June 25, 1983--N ew Inn, Lake Okobo ji, Iowa
I.

The Presid ent and the Congre ss

Presid ent Reagan knows that he and the 98th Congre ss need
A.
to deal with a number of pressin g problem s, but at the same time
he is putting firm limits on possib le areas of compro mise. We
have had constr uctive action on social securi ty. But the defici t
urgent ly needs to be dealt with. As we proceed we should not
compro mise away the gains won toward s restrai ning the growth of
spendi ng, contro lling the tax burden , and beating back inflati on.
The Americ an people still overwh elming ly suppor t those goals.
B. The Presid ent still sets the agenda . On taxes, spendi ng,
defici ts, employ ment, and trade the Presid ent propos es, and
Congre ss must dispos e. Those of us . who have ideas of our own .
but leader ship
~ill work with the White House to get things done-are unlike ly
we
why
is
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to see any major depart
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office
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years
two
first
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Ronald Reagan has espous ed
The fact remain s that there is no cohere nt altern ative to
Republ ican leader ship. The people still recogn ize that our
econom ic problem s were a long time in the making , and that the
cure will take time too. Accord ing to CBS/New York Times voter
exit polls in the last electio n, voters by a 5 to 4 margin blamed
our econom ic problem s on past Democ ratic policie s rather than on
Presid ent Reagan .

c.

II.

The Econom y

Progno sis. We have to realis tically assess the state of
A.
the econom y and the prospe cts for the next few years. Recove ry
is well under way, and the groundw ork has been laid for a stable
It
and lasting growth well under way withou t renewe d inflati on.
is absolu tely crucia l that we proceed with care at this point,
and not throw away the gains already made.
No one should doubt that we are making progre ss. The "flash"
GNP indica tor for the second quarte r of 1983 shows growth at a
6.6 percen t rate. The index of leading econom ic indica tors has
Indust rial output rose 2.1 percen t in
jumped 10 months in . a row.
in 8 years, and 1.1 percen t in
rise
y
April; the highes t monthl
a broad based recove ry.
in
are
we
May. Ec9nom ists agree
1. Inflati on was cut to 3.9 percen t in 1982, from 12.4
percen t in 1980. This is the lowest inflati on rate since 1972.
And the trend is contin uing: consum er prices rose less in the
first quarte r of 1983 than in any quarte r since 1965. The 0.6
percen t rise in the April CPI was largely due to the gas tax
increa se and bad wea~her boostin g food prices . ·
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2.
Interest rates are down and still falling.
The prime
rate is down to 10 1/2 percent, way down from the 21 percent
that prevailed when President Reagan took office. Home mortgage
rates are down since last year. Long-term rates for business
loans are off about 3 points from a yeat ago.
3. Lower taxes with major imprdvements in tax equity
will help buoy the recovery, bot~ on the consumer side and on the
investment side. The combined effect of the 1981 and 1982 tax
bills has been to lower individual taxes over 3 years by $344
billion, as well as improve compliance and ,tax fairness.
Lower
individual rates boost personal income and restore incentive,
while favorable capital cost recovery rules should spur
investment.
:
4. Housing starts are up at a 1.8 million annual rate,
the highest in 3 years: the stock market ~ is up 460 points over
last August. These are tangible evidence of recovery. Consumer
confidence is rising: retail sales rose 1.6 percent in March, 1.7
percent in April, and 2.1 percent in May, and auto sales were up
5.2 percent in the first 10 days in May.
Inventories have been
cut to their lowest levels in 2 years, and have begun to rise
again.
· B. Unemployment. The January drop in unemployment to 10.4
percent was followed by further declines down to 10.1 percent in
May.
Unemployment, of course, remains the major negative in the
economic picture. High unemployment has to come down and s~iy
down without inflationary stimulus--that is what we have fa1 ed
to do in the past. Total employment is up 1/2 million since
December.
o Clearly there is a bipartisan consensus for more jobs.
But resuming the inflationary policies of the past will not
create lasting jobs, just an illusion of prosperity that leaves
us worse off the next time we try to get "off the wagon."
o That means the most important thing we must do is
judge carefully the degree of stimulus the economy can and should
take, consistent with a firm anti-inflation policy. The Federal
Reserve will play a key role, and has already shown a willingness
to adjust its short-term goals based on its assessment of the
economy. We will not allow the recession to continue, but we
will not reinflate the economy, either.
In addition, constructive steps have been taken:
- A new Federal supplemental unemployment
program was passed with the 1982 tax bill, providing
additional unemployment benefits to well over 2 million workers.
This program will extend through September 30.

compens~tion

- The new Job Training Partnership Act emphasizes
training for permanent employment rather than make-work jobs.
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- The targeted jobs tax credit, which was extended
for 2 years by the 1982 tax bill, gives employers an incentive to
hire the disadvantage d--about 600,000 workers are certified under
the program.
- The administrati on's enterprise zone legislation,
just approved by the Senate, can provide us with an experiment in
private-sect or job creation in depressed areas, through a
combination of Federal tax incentives and State and local efforts
to target an area for development with regulatory and tax relief,
neighborhood participatio n, and capital and other improvements .

c.

The Deficit and Interest Rates.

1. All our economic difficulties are, of course,
related--high interest rates and slow growth boost the deficit,
and higher deficits create greater uncertainty in the business
community as to our future course; will there be more inflation,
Or less credit available for busin~ss expansion?
2. Because of this, it makes sense first of all to chart
a path that is most likely to bring stable growth without
inflation. Higher growth boosts revenues and cuts unemployment
costs, thereby reducing the deficit as well: already, upward
revisions of growth estimates are being made in light of our
economic progress and indications of further improvements .
3. Continued efforts to restrain the deficit . by
controlling Federal spending will give the Federal Reserve a bit
more room to accommodate the potential for real growth that
exists in the economy without inflationary pump-priming . But
restraint in both fiscal and monetary policy is crucial if we
want to maintain long-term confidence in the economic program.
The reappointmen t of Chairman Volcker at the Federal Reserve is a
good move towards maintaining public confidence.
III. The Budget Resolution
A. Conference Agreement. The conferees on the budget
resolution tried hard to reach a reasonable agreement, but it is
not clear that the result is the best way to reduce the deficit,
or even that it will bring significant deficit reduction. Of the
proposed deficit-redu ction measures, 88 percent is within the
jurisdiction of the ·Finance Committee--a nd 86 percent is due . to
proposed tax increases, not to spending restraint. The
resolution proposes a $73 billion tax increase over three years,
$12 biflion in 1984, $15 billion in 1985, . and $46 billion in
1986. In addition, the reporting date of July 22 is totally
unrealistic.

.I

B. Real Choices. Because so much in the way of spending
programs is left out-of-bound s, the real choice proposed for us
is to raise taxes or accept for now the high deficits that result
from our spending decisions. That is not an agreeable choice to
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make, particula rly when the conferees are proposing a so-called
"contingen cy fund'' to allow for new spending if Congress decides
it is needed--to the tune of $8.5 billion. In addition, this
puts the Budget Committee in the position of determinin g specific
spending policies, not just overall tar~ets.
C.
Implemen tation. One rel~vant qtlestion in evaluatin g the
budget agreement is whether the votes exist to implement it.
Many members who supported the resolution might not be as willing
to vote for the tax increases needed to implement th~ ·conferenc e
agreement .
If so, it does not help financial markets to propose
a resolution that will not be acted on in any event.

o. Domestic srending. While we cannot le·t the burden of
deficit reductio nall on benefits for lower-inco me Americans , we
should not assume that domestic spending is untouchab le. Even
the budget conferees agree that, for eia~ple, Medicare is a
proper source for savings. Certainly we have to acknowled ge that
Federal health program costs are out ot control, and that changes
are very much in order.
(The resolution proposes about $1. 7
billion in Medicare savings).
If the contingen cy fund is
included, domestic spending would be up $10 billion next year.
E. Even if we fail to implement the resolutio n, that does
not mean the fight against the defi~it is over. The President
will use his veto to try to keep spending in line, and he has a
lot of supporter s who will help him sustain those vetoes.
In
many areas hand-to-ha nd combat over specific programs may achieve
more real results.
IV.

Taxes:

Third Year and Indexing

A. The President has said time and time again that he will
fight to retain the third year of his tax cut and indexing, and
many of us will continue to support him, even if a veto is
required. Thirty-fo ur Senate Republica ns and 146 House
Republ~cans have signed letters to that effect.
The reasons are
quite simple:
these measures are good for the economy, they are
fair, and they give long-neede d real tax relief to the hardpressed middle income American.
B. Third year. Why is the third year important ? First,
most economist s agree that the timing of this last stage of
President Reagan's individua l tax program is excellent in terms
of giving the economy a boost on the consumpti on side as we
emerge from recession . This is a sharp contrast with the past,
when tax changes to counter recession were too little and too
late.
Equally important , the third year is needed in the interest
of fairness.
Only the third year gives a full measure of tax
relief to working people. For taxpayers with incomes $10,000 or
less, repeal of the·third year means a tax increase averaging
13.9 percent. For those between $20,000 and $30,000 in income it
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means a 12 percent jump in taxes. 72 percent of the benefit goes
to Americans making $50,000 or less.
In dollar terms, repealing the third year would cost a
taxpayer at $15,000 income $112 in FY 1984; at $20,000 income, it
would cost $203 in 1984; at $30,000 income, taxes would be $410
higher in 1984.
Indexing is crucial not just because it
Indexing.
C.
provides tax relief, but because it insures truth in governmen t:
tax changes will have to be voted on openly and directly, rather
than having Congress rely on inflation to raise revenues through
the deception of bracket creep. Whatever attitude you take on
the question of generatin g new revenues, it makes sense to keep
indexing in place.
In addition, indexing is an important symbol of our
commitmen t to fight inflation . Rep~aling it only generates
significa nt revenues if you assume -· inflation will persist at
If we de-index, we send a signal that we are
fairly high levels.
inflation- -and that means bad news for
beating
not committed to
rates, and for consumers and
interest
for
financial markets,
investors alike.
Finally, the tax relief provided by indexing is . real and
Indexing means $98 billion in tax relief between 1985
sustained .
and 1988, assuming modest inflation . $78 billion of that goes to
taxpayers earning under $50,000. This group now pays about 66
percent of taxes, but will get 80 percent of the benefit--p roving
that indexing is a truly progressiv e tax reform.
A median income family of four would pay $1,000 in additiona l
taxes between 1985 and 1988 if indexing were repealed (assuming
they earn $24,000 in 1982). Remember that consumers are
homebuyer s as well, and their after-tax income is as important as
interest rates in determinin g whether they will buy.
V.

Issues of Continuin g Concern

A number of issues that have been around for some time may
receive attention from the 98th Congress.
1. 6-month holding period. Efforts to reduce the
capital gains holding period to 6 months will continue. There is
very strong support for this change, because it can give a boost
to capital markets at a time when greater savings and investmen t
is vitally important to sustained economic recovery. This change
was approved by the House in 1981 and by the Senate on three
separate occasions in 1982, so it is time to get it enacted into
law.
2. Enterpris e Zones. The Senate has approved a modified
version of the administr ation's enterpris e zone proposal. A
major question remains whether the House will take an interest in
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the idea, which they did not in the 97th Congress: but at least
the Senate action, as part of the withholding repeal package,
will get the. attention of the House.
3. DISC. While no specific DISC proposal was made in
the 97th Congress, the issue was extensively discussed-particularly the question of legality unaer the GATT. The
Administration has committed itself to bringing the DISC into
conformity with the GATT • . I will submit legislation to do so
very shortly. The proposal will be revenue-neutral, and will
essentially replace DISC rules with ones reguiring the tax
benefits to be associated with some foreign operations.
4. Caribbean Basin Initiative. As part of the
withholding repeal package, the Senate also approved the
President's proposal for trade and tax incentives to boost
economic activity in the Caribbean natio~s. The Ways and Means
Committee approved the bill this we~k. The tax benefits relate
to deductions for business expenses associated with attending
conventions in the beneficiary countries.
VI. Social Security
A. The National Commission developed a bipartisan package
It is no~ perfect, and everyone had to
that deserves support.
that is the cost of reaching
items:
some
swallow hard on
agreement.
B. The work of the Commission made clear that we had to
confront the crisis in social security. The Commission agreed
that $150-$200 billion is needed between 1983 and 1989 to ensure
the solvency of the system through 1990. This means providing
about a 15 percent reserve ratio by 1990 under the pessimistic-some would say realistic--assumpt ions.
The bipartisan package, includes a 6-month delay in costadjustments, partial acceleration of scheduled payroll
tax increases, coverage of new Federal workers and non-profit
organizations, and partial taxation of benefits for higher-income
·
beneficiaries.
C.

of-liv~ng

j

D. We cannot forget that the payroll tax burden is already
heavy and scheduled to increase, and the confidence of young
people is critically low. The long-term deficit can be reduced
considerably by very gradually slowing the growth~ the system
The bill raises
as people come on to the rolls in the future.
for people
gradually,
very
again
67,
to
the retirement age
is available
time
Ample
now.
retiring some 20 or 30 years from
decisions.
for people to adjust their savings and retirement
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VII.

Trade

A. Trade deficit is too large. The size of our trade
deficit (which is now projected at $60 ~illion or more in
merchandise trade and $30 billion in current account) alone means
Congress will continue to look hard for ways to reform our trade
policy. The system of multilateral arrangements has been called
into serious question as many believe it fails to meet our needs.
Many voters and members of Congress will want to see us approach
more of our trade problems on a bilateral basis. The average
American simply does not understand why Japanese cars and TV's
sell well here but American cigarettes, beef, baseball bats, and
cosmetics cannot be sold in Japan.
Remedies for this type of
situation are certain to be a major focus of attention in this
Congress.
The Japanese announced last March a third year of auto
restraints, and recently passed a law giving equal treatment to
imported products in the application of Japanese productstandards laws. These types of steps will help restore the
equity in our trade relationship with Japan.

B. Export issues. Unfortunatel y, the GATT ministerial
meeting last November failed to make progress on the question of
foreign subsidies for agricultural exports. This unfair practice
will continue to invoke pressure from Congress to resolve this
situation through negotiation or for other export promotion
actions like the recent wheat flour sale to Egypt. S~ 822,
recently passed by the Agricultural Committee, would establish
several export promotion activities.
·
This Administratio n has initiated more actions to defend U.S.
businesses from unfair competition than any previous
Administrati on. For example, a U.S. complaint about European
pasta subsidies was recently upheld by a disputes settlement
panel in the GATT. This was the first time we successfully
challenged such subsidies. However, another panel failed to make
a decision on wheat flour subsidies, saying that the GATT rules
are too ambiguous. Thus, we have urged the Trade
Representati ve's office to see what might be done about
clarifyi-ng those rules.
I support efforts to equalize the rules under which trade is
conducted. This does not mean trade war, but does mean seeking
to expand East-West trade, developing a viable substitute for
DISC, utilizing Ex-Im B~nk resources more adeptly, and enacting
the trade reciprocity bill that the Senate has approved now
twice. Fair access to markets must be a two-way street, and
Congress will be under considerable pressure to see that that is
so.
The President also seeks to create a new Department of Trade,
in order to better marshal! all the government's trade policy
resources.
In any new Department, agricultural interests must
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not be given a back seat to other ·interests. The Senate
Governmental Affairs Committee is working on the current
proposals, and we expect to review them in our committee also.
So far, however, the House has shown no enthusiasm for the idea
of reorganization~
Import issues. As you know, the~ House passed "local
C.
content" legislation at the end of the last Congress. The Energy
and Commerce Committee last week passed the measure again. That
is a drastic proposal and is likely to be counterprodu ctive in
the long run if our goal is to increase access to markets and to
gain maximum benefit from the mutual advant~ges of internationa l
trade. There are no free lunches;· we can expect to have others
restrict our exports if we restrict theirs in this manner. Since
exports generate 5 of every 6 new jobs (according to the
President's Export Council), we must try to make our industries
competii·ve, not just protected.
There may be other areas, however, where we might make
in considering extension of the Generalized System
adjustments:
of Preferences, which expires in January 1985, there is interest
on the part of some Members of the Finance Committee to seek some
reciprocal benefits from the major GSP beneficiarie s. The
Committee will commence review of GSP in the near future.
Access to trade remedies is widely regarded as available
mostly to those who can afford to pay large sums to Washington
In 1979, we increased the procedural and
lawyers and economists.
domestic industries in our trade
for
protections
substantive
changes to see if we went too far.
these
review
to
need
We
laws.
to be made less complex and
ought
The process of trade relief
costly.
The reciprocity bill has twice passed the Senate, although
the House has refused to consider it because it is a revenue.
measure. The bill would clarify the President's authority to
authorize him to negotiate
addres~ unfair trade practices, and
agreements in the services and high technology sectors. We will
continue to seek its passage.
']

The President's Caribbean Basin Initiative was approved May
12 by the Committee and, like the reciprocity bill, is part of
It has also passed the Ways and Means
the withholding package.
In general, this bill will allow duty-free entry for
Committee.
The Caribbean Basin is
Caribbean country products for 12 years.
an important market for U.S. products, as well as of great
strategic concern. The President's proposal will bolster these
economies, leading to political stability. The program enjoys
wide, bipartisan support in Congress.
D. Clearly the heat is on when it comes to seeing that
American producers get fair treatment under our system of
If we choose our battles carefully to
internationa l trade.
secure an appropriate response from our trading partners, we have
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an opportunity to making trade freer and fairer, to the advanta.ge
of everyone. But we must avoid the two extremes of allowing the
world to think only the U.S. will play by the rules of free
trade, regardless of disadvantage to our citizens; or, on the
other.hand, taking extreme unilateral actions that may look good
politically but that, in the long run, will provoke severe
reaction and deprive us of market opportunities. We need just
the right amount of leverage to open more doors, not have them
slammed in our face.
VI.

Conclusion

The months and years ahead must not be dominated by rigid
ideologies on either side--but neither can the President or the
Republican leadership be expected to cast aside the principles of
·Government the American people so soundly endorsed in 1980.
Those principles--a more restrained Government, a freer economy,
greater accountability to the American people--are as valid today
as they ever were, and there is no ·indication that the people .
have changed their commitment to these same principles. Guided
by these principles, we will try to work together to build on the
sound foundation for recovery that has already been laid.
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~ Talking

Poin ts--$ 700 cap on thir d yea r tax cut
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edit oria ls on June a.
paig n for
Dem ocra ts wou ld do bett er to join _the cam
o
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imp rovi ng tax co:: iplia nce and elim inat ing eve
'fai rne ss'- ince ntiv es and loop hole s as .a way to achi to avoi d
fidd ling with the thir d year is just a way
add ress ing the real prob lems of the tax cod e.
..
ears
app
cap
year
• None of th~ adv ocat es of the thir d spep ding cuts
to be talk ing abou t it in con junc tion with s this prop osal •
or as part of a bud get plan . Tha t indi cate
icit , but
is not a sinc ere atte mpt to d~al with ther def
Pre side nt's prog ram • .
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just a fair ly obv ious atte mpt to_ go afte
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