
SENATOR BOB DQ1£_s___ADDRESS 
KANSAS LEGISLATORS 

mE.EKA, KANSAS 
JANUARY 28, 1983 

MY FELLOW LEGISLATORS: IT IS GOOD TO BE HOME. THOSE WHO 

SAY YOU CAN'T GO HOME AGAIN HAVE NEVER CLAIMED THIS HALL FOR AN 

ADDRESS, NOR THIS COMPANY FOR NEIGHBORS. I AM HONORED TO DO BOTH. 

FOR ME, THIS PLACE IS HOME AS MUCH AS MAPLE STREET IN RUSSELL. 

THIS WAS THE CLASSROOM WHERE A YOUNG MAN, WITH MORE ENTHUSIASM 

THAN EXPERIENCE, LEARNED HOW TO REPRESENT HIS NEIGHBORS AND TRIED 

AS BEST, ~E COULD TO GIVE BACK SOMETHING OF HIMSELF TO THOSE WHO 
I 

GAVE SO MUCH OF THEMSELVES. HIS EDUCATION IS STILL CONTINUING. 

THIRTY YEARS AFTER I OCCUPIED A DESK ON THE FLOOR IN THE KANSAS 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ITS STANDARDS AND TRADITIONS ARE WITH 

ME STILL, AS WELCOME A REMINDER OF HOME AS THE COTTONWOOD THAT 

RAISES OUR SIGHTS OR THE ABUNDANCE OF WHEAT THAT FILLS THE FIELD 

OF OUR VISION. 
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HERE IN KANSAS, WE CAN SEE A LONG WAY IN ALL DIRECTIONS. 
AND FROM OUR OBSERVATIONSr WE HAVE LEARNED THE LIMITATIONS AS 
WELL AS THE POSSIBILITIES OF GOVERNMENT. WINSTON CHURCHILL USED 
TO SAY THAT THERE WERE TWO THINGS YOU SHOULD NEVER WATCH BEING 
MADE: ONE WAS SAUSAGE, AND THE OTHER WAS LEGISLATION. HE DIDN'T 
HAVE TO ADD THAT BOTH CAN GET MESSY - SOMETIMES EVEN BLOODY. BUT 
HERE, THE. LEGISLATIVE PROCESS HAS PRODUCED MORE HISTORY THAN 
CONFUSION, MORE PROGRESS THAN FINGERPOINTING. "WHEN ANYTHING IS 
GOING TO. HAPPEN IN THIS COUNTRY,'' WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE TOLD US 
EARLIER THIS CENTURY, "IT HAPPENS FIRST IN KANSAS." EDITOR WHITE 
WAS A SHREWD OBSERVER. FOR IT WAS HERE, IN THE HEART AND HEARTLAND 
OF AMERICA, THAT MEN AND WOMEN FIRST ROSE UP TO CHALLENGE THE EVIL 
OF SLAVERY. HERE, THE BLACK MAN WAS WELCOMED, NOT MERELY AS A 
REFUGEE FROM OPPRESSION, BUT AS AN ACTIVE AND EQUAL PARTNER IN 
BUILDING A NEW AND FINER SOCIETY. HERE, WOMEN FIRST TOOK AN 
ACTIVE ROLE IN ESTABLISHING A TRULY PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY. 
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IN 1887 ARGONIA ELECTED THE FIRST FEMALE MAYOR IN AMERICA. NEARLY 
A CENTURY LATER THE REST OF KANSAS SENT TO THE UNITED STATES SENATE 
THE FIRST WOMAN EVER ELECTED IN HER OWN RIGHT. HERE, THE ODDS 
HAVE BEEN CHALLENGED AND THE UNLIKELY ACHIEVED: FROM CARRY NATION 
TO GLENN CUNNINGHAM, AMELIA EARHART TO GORDOM PARKS, KANSANS HAVE 
STEADILY PUSHED OUT THE BOUNDARIES OF INDIVIDUAL CREATIVITY AND 
SOCIAL CONSCIENCE. 

I ' HERE, THE PEOPLE LIVE CLOSE TO THE SOIL. IN AN AGRICULTURAL 
ECONOMY.WHERE CHANCE AND CLIMATE EXERT A FEARFUL TOLL, BUT NO MAN 
IS DENIED THE DIGNITY OF HIS LABOR. 

HERE THE ROOTS OF POPULAR RULE ARE SET JUST AS DEEP - IN THE 
FIRST DIRECT PRIMARY ELECTIONS THAT PAVED THE WAY FOR THE REST OF 
THE NATION TO FOLLOW. 

AMONG OUR OTHER SUPERLATIVES, THE STATISTICIANS TELL US THAT 
WE KANSANS CAN EVEN LAY CLAIM TO THE WINDIEST CITY IN AMERICA. THE 
BREEZE BLOWS AT A CONSTANT 14 MPH IN DODGE CITY, THEY ASSERT. THAT'S 

, ......:!,..~1.:.t-. "'~I I .. --• - ·--
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PRETTY MILD COMPARED TO AN AVERAGE DAY IN WASHINGTON, D.C. AS 
USUAL, HOWEVER, THERE IS A DIFFERENCE. IN THE NATION'S CAPITAL 
THE AIR IS HOT, WHEREAS HERE, ON THE GREAT PLAINS, THE BREEZE IS 
OFTEN HOT, BUT GENERALLY REFRESHING TO THE SPIRIT. 

SUCH A KANSAS BREEZE HAS REFRESHED THE NATIONAL LIFE IN THE 

PAST. IT PROPELLED EDMUND ROSS, WHO DUG HIS OWN POLITICAL GRAVE 
BY VOTING HIS CONSCIENCE IN SAVING PRESIDENT ANDREW JOHNSON FROM 

, 'IMPEACHMENT. IT GAVE US ALFRED M. LANDON, WHO BROUGHT GALLANTRY 

AND PERSPECTIVE TO A CAMPAIGN AND AN ERA OFTEN LACKING IN EITHER. 
AND IT SENT DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER FROM AN ABILENE CREAP1ERY TO 
EUROPEAN BATTLEFIELDS, TO PROTECT A WAY OF LIFE THAT PERMITS ANY 
FARM BOY TO DREAM ONE DAY OF EXERCISING ULTIMATE POWER IN A 
REPUBLIC OF FREE MEN AND WOMEN. FOR A CENTURY AND A QUARTER, THIS 
STATE'S PUBLIC LIFE HAS BEEN AS FERTILE AS HER SOIL. FOR ALL THAT 
TIME, WE HAVE NEVER FEARED TO LEAD, NOR HAVE WE EVER CONFUSED 
LEADERSHIP WITH SELF-GLORIFICATION. WE HAVE NEVER BACKED AWAY FROM 

...... ~ ···· .. ~ __ ............. _..____ - . 
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PRINCIPLE - AND WE HAVE ACCEPTED THE SPIRIT OF COMPROMISE AS ONE 
OF DEMOCRACY'S BASIC PRINCIPLES. 

BUT THEORIES ARE UNLIKELY TO PUT THE UNEMPLOYED TO WORK. 
ACADEMIC EXERCISES WILL NOT REDUCE BUDGET DEFICITS. AND PARTISAN 
POSTURING WILL NEVER QUELL THE FEARS OF FARMERS THAT THEIR LAND 
AND THEIR LIVELIHOOD MAY BE IN DANGER. THE PRESIDENT HAS 
ARTICULATED A CLEAR AND COMPELLING VISION OF AN AMERICA WHERE 

1 GOVERNMENT SERVES INSTEAD OF DEMANDING SERVICE. HE HAS ALREADY 
ACHIEVEil POLITICAL MIRACLES IN SCALING BACK THE RATE OF TAXATION, 
THE JUNGLE OF REGULATION, AND THE INTRUSIVENESS OF A BUREAUCRATIC 
STRUCTURE THAT CONFUSES GOOD INTENTIONS WITH BAD ADMINISTRATION. 
BY TURNING MORE DOLLARS AND MORE DECISIONS BACK TO THE LOCAL LEVEL, 
HE HAS RENEWED OUR COMPACT WITH OURSELVES. AND THE PEOPLE OF KANSAS 
WILL BENEFIT MATERIALLY. 

BETWEEN 1982 AND 1986 THE TAX CUTS ADOPTED AS PART OF THE 
PRESIDENT'S ECONOMIC PROGRAM WILL HAVE PROVIDED NEARLY SIX BILLION 

~ ... ·---
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DOLLARS IN TAX RELIEF FOR INDIVIDUAL KANSANS. DURING THE SAME 
PERIOD, CHANGES IN THE WINDFALL PROFIT TAX WILL ADD HALF A BILLION 
MORE FOR KANSAS ROYALTY OWNERS, INDEPENDENT PRODUCERS AND NEW OIL 
PRODUCTION. FAMILIES WILL FIND IT EASIER TO PASS THEIR FARMS 
FROM ONE GENERATION TO THE NEXT BECAUSE OF ESTATE TAX CHANGES 
PASSED IN 1981. FARMERS AND BUSINESSMEN ALIKE WILL BE AIDED BY 
THE ACCELERATED COST RECOVERY PROVISIONS OF THE 1981 TAX ACT. 

,, AT THE SAME TIME, EVERY KANSAN WILL BE HELPED BY OUR SUCCESS 
IN REDUCING INFLATION - FROM OVER 12% IN 1980, TO LESS THATN 4% 
LAST YEAR. A TAX SYSTEM MADE FAIRER, AS WELL AS LESS BURDENSOME, 
THE RESULT OF LAST YEAR'S REFORM PACKAGE, IS IN KEEPING WITH OUR 
TRADITIONS. SO ARE THE INCENTIVES TO SAVE AND INVEST, TO WORK 
HARD AND TO KEEP MORE OF WHAT WE EARN. 

THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE LAST TWO YEARS ARE HISTORIC IN SCOPE, 
MAKE NO MISTAKE ABOUT IT. YET THEY SHOULD NOT OBSCURE THE PLIGHT 
OF THE UNEMPLOYED OR OTHERS FOR WHOM LONG-RANGE INCENTIVES HAVE 
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YET TO ALLEVIATE CURRENT SUFFERING. FOR THOSE KANSANS WITHOUT 
WORK, AND WHO HAVE EXHAUSTED THER UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS, THE 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WILL PROVIDE ANOTHER 14 WEEKS OF UNEMPLOYMENT 

BENEFITS, IN ADDITION TO BENEFITS ALREADY PAID OUT UNDER THE 

REGULAR AND EXTENDED BENEFIT PROGRAMS. 

THE RECENT 5¢ HIKE IN GASOLINE TAXES - WILL FUEL AN INCREASE 

OF OVER 50% IN FEDERAL FUNDS FOR HIGHWAY AND BRIDGE REPAIRS. IT 
, WILL PROVIDE A CHANCE FOR THOUSANDS OF KANSANS TO EARN A LIVING 

AND SURPORT THEIR FAMILIES. BUT NO ONE SHOULD BELIEVE THAT THIS 
ALONE WILL SOLVE THE PROBLEM, OR SALVE OUR CONSCIENCES. 

THERE IS ENCOURAGING ECONOMIC NEWS: HOUSING STARTS AND AUTO 

SALES ARE SHARPLY HIGHER. CONSUMER CONFIDENCE IS RISING, EVEN AS 
THE RATE OF INFLATION CONTINUES TO FALL. WITH INTEREST RATES 

TRENDING LOWER, THERE IS GENUINE CAUSE FOR OPTIMIST ABOUT A RE-

COVERY IN 1983. BUT WE CANNOT AFFORD A POLICY OF CROSSED FINGERS 

AND WISHFUL THINKING. GOVERNMENT HAS A RESPONSIBILITY - WHICH IT 
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CAl~NOT ESCAPE., TO STIMULATE ECONOMIC GROWTH. ONE ESSENTIAL STEP 

IN ACCOMPLISHING THIS IS FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO PUT ITS OWN FINANCIAL 

HOUSE IN ORDER: WE SIMPLY MUST DO SOMETHING ABOUT THE RUN-AWAY 

FEDERAL DEFICIT. 

THE OPTIONS ARE NARROW BUT INESCAPABLE. EVEN WITH A RECOVERY., 

WE MUST EITHER REDUCE FEDERAL SPENDING., RAISE REVENUES., OR., MORE 

LIKELY., ACHIEVE A COMBINATION OF BOTH. 

ONE THING ABOVE ALL WE SHOULD REMEMBER. LONG AGO., WE AMERICANS 

PLEDGE~ TO LIVE AS A NATIONAL FAMILY. IF WE DIDN'T PROMISE ONE 

ANOTHER THE GOOD LIFE., AT LEAST WE PROMISED TO PROVIDE EVERYONE 

WITH A SHOT AT IT. AND WE VOWED WITH SINGULAR ELOQUENCE., BACKED 

BY THE BLOOD OF OUR SONS IN UNIFORM., THAT AMERICANS WOULD NEVER 

SUFFER THE CLOSED DOORS AND FROZEN CLASSES OF OTHER SOCIETIES., 

WHERE ELEMENTAL FAIRNESS WAS LESS IMPORTANT THAT IDEOLOGICAL PURITY 

OR THE PEDIGREE OF ONE'S BIRTH. 

NO FIRST-CLASS DEMOCRACY CAN TOLERATE SECOND-CLASS CITIZENS. 

THOSE IN NEED DESERVE MORE THAN OUR SYMPATHY., WHICH BRINGS ME TO 
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THE FARMERS OF KANSAS. PERHAPS NO SEGMENT OF OUR SOCIETY HAS 

SUFFERED MORE IN RECENT YEARS. SINCE JANUARY 1980, WHEN THE 

SHIPMENT OF U.S. GRAIN TO THE SOVIET UNION WAS EMBARGOED, OUR 

SHARE OF THE SOVIET MARKET HAS PLUMMETED FROM 70% TO LESS THAN 

30%. MEANWHILE, OUR COMPETITORS FED OFF OUR MISERY, AS PRICES 

ROSE AND THEIR OWN DIPLOMATS NEGOTIATED TRADE AGREEMENTS WITH 

THE MEN IN MOSCOW. WE LOST A REPUTATION AS WELL AS A MARKET -

'AND IT WILL TAKE TIME TO RE-ACQUIRE BOTH. FORTUNATELY, THE FIRST 

STEPS HAVE BEEN TAKEN: THE PRESIDENT LIFTED THE GRAIN EMBARGO, 

' . . 

AND LAST WEEK SIGNED INTO LAW A BILL GIVING CONTRACT SANCTITY THE 

FORCE OF LAW. HAVING TRAVELED TO MOSCOW MYSELF, I KNOW THAT SUCH 

REASSURANCES ARE IMPORTANT. YET NO LAW ALONE CAN REPEAL A WORLDWIDE 

RECESSION THAT HAS FLATTENED THE GROWTH RATE OF GRAIN SALES ABROAD. 

AND NO PRESIDENT CAN UNILATERALLY OFFSET THE EFFECT OF RECORD CROPS 

OR A RECORD CARRYOVER OF DOMESTIC PRODUCTION - BUT PERHAPS THE 

PIK <PAYMENT-IN-KIND) PROGRAM WILL HELP. 
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BESIDES THE ECONOMY AND AGRICULTURE, THERE IS A THIRD ITEM 
LACED WITH POTENTIAL. THAT IS THE PRESIDENT'S EFFORT TO PROMOTE 
A REBIRTH OF FEDERALISM, A CAMPAIGN THAT HAS ALREADY RESULTED IN 
THE CONSOLIDATION OF 57 FEDERAL PROGRAMS, AND SET THE STAGE FOR 
AN EVEN LARGER TRANSFER OF AUTHORITY BACK TO THE GRASSROOTS LEVEL. 
IN THE YEAR TO COME, WE CAN EXPECT TO SEE ADDITIONAL BLOCK GRANT 
PROPOSALS COMING FROM THE WHITE HOUSE, INCLUDING AREAS SUCH AS 

' RURAL HOUSING, TRANSPORTATION, AID TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS - SUCH AS 
COMMUN.I.TY DEVELOPMENT AND FEDERAL -STATE ASS I STANCE. WHILE THE 
DETAILS REMAIN TO BE WORKED OUT, THE CONCEPT DESERVES OUR SYMPATHY. 
FOR THIS REMAINS A FEDERAL REPUBLIC, AN EXPERIMENT IN SHARED POWER 
AND DIVERSE SOLUTIONS. FAR FROM BEING A RETREAT FROM RESPONSIBILITY, 
THE NEW FEDERALISM REPRESENTS WASHINGTON'S ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT NO 
SINGLE LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT HAS ANY PATENT ON COMPASSION, OR ANY 
HAMMERLOCK ON WISDOM. 

LONG AGO, THOMAS JEFFERSON WARNED US THAT IT WAS DANGEROUS 
TO BESTOW TOO MUCH AUTHORITY ON A DISTANT GOVERNMENT. "WERE WE 
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DIRECTED FROM WASHINGTON WHEN TO SOW, AND WHEN TO REAP..'' HE WROTE, 
"WE SHOULD SOON WANT BREAD." BUT THERE IS MUCH MORE AT STAKE 
HERE THAN MERE EFFICIENCY, OR THE ARRANGEMENT OF BOXES ON SOME 
DISTANT ORGANIZATIONAL C~ART. BUREAUCRACY CAN TREAT PEOPLE KNOWN 
BY YOU AND I KNOW AS INDIVIDUALS AS MERE NUMBERS ON A COMPUTER 
PRINTOUT. IT CAN STIFLE THEIR AMBITIONS WITH HIGH TAXES; IT CAN 
STRANGLE THEIR INCENTIVE WITH RED TAPE. WASHINGTON IS NOT THE 
ENEMY. BUT NEITHER IS IT A DELPHIC ORACLE, TO BE HEARD OR HEEDED 
AUTOMAT I.CALL y I 

THE CHALLENGE WE FACE THEN, IS THAT OF FORGING A NEW PARTNER-
SHIP BETWEEN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND THOSE WHO REPRESENT THE 
PEOPLE'S INTERESTS CLOSEST TO THEIR HOMES AND BUSINESSES, THEIR 
FA~~S AND FACTORIES. LIKE EVERYTHING ELSE I HAVE SUGGESTED, IT 
WILL NOT BE EASY TO ACCOMPLISH. BUT TO DO NOTHING WOULD BE 
IMCOMPARABLY WORSE. IT WAS THAT REALIZATION WHICH DROVE THE 
COMMISSION ON SOCIAL SECURITY REFORM TO FIND A WAY TO PRESERVE 
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THE SYSTEM'S INTEGRITY AS WELL AS ITS BENEFITS, THAT PROMPTED LAST 
YEAR'S BIPARTISAN TAX REFORM PACKAGE, AND WHICH CAN PREVENT TODAY'S 
DANGERS FROM BECOMING TOMORROW'S DISASTERS. 

HERE IN KANSAS, WE HAVE ALWAYS BELIEVED IN HEALTHY PARTISAN-
SHIP, FOR SUCH IS THE LIFEBLOOD OF DEMOCRACY. BUT WE HAVE ALSO 
BELIEVED THAT NO PLATFORM SHOULD TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER PEOPLE IN 
NEED, WHETHER FARMERS OR SMALL BUSINESSMEN OR RESIDENTS OF URBAN 
NEIGHBORHOODS LONG AGO ABANDONED BY HOPE. WE DID NOT CARVE A 
NEW STAT£ FROM THE PRAIRIE EXCEPT THROUGH A JOINING OF HANDS. WE 
DID NOT BLEED IN THE CAUSE OF HUMAN FREEDOM, NOR FIGHT IN THE RANKS 
OF INDERNATIONAL DECENCY, SO THAT SELFISHNESS COULD PREVAIL AT 
HOME. AND WE DID NOT ADOPT FOR OUR STATE'S MOTTO THE PHRASE 
AD ASTRA PER ASPERA - TO THE STARS THROUGH DIFFICULTIES - BECAUSE 
WE LIKED THE RING OF THE WORDS. THESE DAYS, THERE ARE SOME WHO 
THINK US MERELY LOST IN SPACE. I DISAGREE. I SEE THE STARS, AS 
WELL AS THE DIFFICULTIES. THE JOURNEY WILL BE LONG, AND SOMETIMES 
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PERILOUS. PUBLIC LIFE IS A VOYAGE AND NOT A HARBOR. BUT WE HAVE 

BEEN ON IT FOR 122 YEARS ALREADY. AND WE KNOW THERE IS ONLY ONE 

WAY WE CAN EVER REACH OUR DESTINATION - AND THAT IS TOGETHER. IT 

IS A LESSON THAT WASHINGTON MUST LEARN - AND PERHAPS TOPEKA IS THE 

PLACE TO BEGIN. 

: . . 
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