
REMARKS 0F SfJJATOR ROBERT DC1LJ_ 

tJATIOMAL BLACK REPUBLICAN CCiUMCIL 

SHrRE.HAf1 HOTEL 

w ~. s H J r~ G T o N , D • c . 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMRER lb , 1987 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR THAT VERY KIND INTRODUCTION. 

I I r1 N 0 T s u R E I n E s E f{ v E A L L T H () s E G E ~I E R 0 u s \4 (J R D s ~ B ll T IT s lJ R E 

I S N I C E T 0 H EAR TH E r1 MJ YV/f\ Y • 

I JUMPED Al THE CHANCE OF COMING HERE TODAY TO SPEAK 

BECftUSE IT GIVES ME THE. OPPORTUN!TY TO SOUtJD OFF ABOUl 

s m1 ETH I NG 1 I v E AD v 0 c ATE. D F- 0 R /\ L mJ G T H'I E • TH p, T I s ~ THE ti EE D 

TU BROADEN THE BASE OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY . THE NEED TO 

RtMOVE THE LINGERING PERCEPTIOt·J OF GUR PARTY AS THE CAlJRE OF 
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THE \ff~,L l HY AND EL I TE . THE Nl:ED FOR THE PARTY OF Ll NCOUJ TO 

REPCH (JUT TO BU\CK M1ERICA MJD CONVlt LE OUR OLD FRJEtlDS THAT 

rl t s HARE THE I R c ()MM I n1Ep1 T 0 FA I RN Es s Ml D Eu Li AL IT y 0 F 

OPPORTUNITY . 

THE TEST OF PRf GRESS 

RtPUBLJCA~S DON 'T OFTEN QUOlE FRANKLIN D. ROOSl:VELT . 

BUT FDR SAID S0METHING ONCE THAT SUMS UP NEATLY WHAT I 

Bl:LIEVE -- AND WHAT I THINK BLACK AMERICA BELIEVES IN AS 

~ffLL . 

uTHE TEST OF OUR PRGGRESS~u HE SAID~ uIS NOT WHETHER 

WI: ADD MORE TO THE ABUNDANCE OF THOSE WHO HAVE MUCH ; IT IS 

WHETHER WE PROVIDE ENOUGH FOR THOSt WHO HAVE TOO LilTLEu. 
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HOWEVER J ECONOMIC FIGURES ALONE PROVIDE AN INADEQUATE 

MEASUREMENT OF THOSE. WHO HAVE MUCH AND THOSE WHO HAVE 

LITTLE . A PEOPLE DENIED THE RIGHT 10 VOlE CANNOT MPKE THEIR 

VOICE HE.ARD J OR EXPE.CT THEIR ASPIRATIONS TO BE HEEDED . THEY 

CANNOT ELECT Rl:PRESENTAl IVES OF AMY PARTY TO CARRY THEIR 

BANNER AND CONVEY THEIR AGENDA FOR CHM.I GE . A PEOPLE WHO 

CMJNOT VOTE HAVE VERY LITTLE INDEED - M1D NO REALI ST IC 

PR 0 SP E. CT Cl F HA V I t·' G ~1 Cl RE ItJ THE FUT lJ RE . 

AMD SO IT IS THAT OF ALL THE STEPS TAKEN ItJ MY PUBLIC 

LIFE - A CJ-IREER SP/\NNJMG 30 OR sn YU\RS - I ' VE ~IEVER BEEN 

PROUDER THA~ FIGHTING FOR AN EXTENDED VOTING RIGHTS ACT . 

I ' VE NEVER BEEN ENGAGED IN A LEGISLATIVE EFFORT M0RE 

WORTHWHJLE J AND I ' VI: NEVER BEEN MORE SATISFIED WITH THE 

RESULTS . WE EXTENDE.D THE ACT FCR AN UNPRECEDENTED 25 YEARS 
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AND AT THE SAME THIE , Sl RENGTHENED ITS KEY ENFORCEMEtH 

PROVISIONS . WHAT ' S MORE, THE OVERWHELMING BIPARTISAN 

SUPPORT BEHIND THE EXTENSION MEASURE CLEARLY DEMONSlRATED 

T HAT C I V I L R I G HTS 1 S S Of 1 ET H I N G T 0 \~ H I C H 0 UR P ~ RT Y R Er1 A I N S 

COMM ITT ED . 

SHARED ffJEALS 

WHATEVER UIFFERENCES MAY BE HARBCRED OVER SPECIFIC 

BUDGET CUTS , THE HAND OF RONALD R~AGAN IS OUTSTRETCHFD . FOR 

HE TOO HAS AN IDEAL, AND IT IS NOT SO VERY DIFFERENT FROM 

/\LL THAT BLACK AMERICA HOLDS SACRED . IT rs THE IDEAL OF 

I tJD I V If l UAL RES P 0 tJ S IB I L IT Y - AL O!J G W IT H T H E. LEGAL A N D 

ECONOMIC TOOLS TO MAKE THE MOST OF THAT RESPONSIBILITY . IT 

IS THE I DEAL THft.T THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES , tiE I GHBCRHOOD 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 4 of 14



5 

PEOPLE , SMALL BUSI~IESSMEN AND WOMEN , KNOW BETTER THAN 

WASHINGTON ' S BUREAUCRACY HO~/ TO REVIVE HOPE AND RESTORE 

ECONllMIC OPPORTUNITY IN URBAN POCKETS OF DESPAIR . IT IS THE 

IDEAL OF INVITING BLACK AMERICANS IN FROM THE ECONOMIC 

RESERVATION TO WHICH PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATIONS , HOWEVER NOBLE 

THEIR INTENTIONS , CONDEMNED THEM. AND ITS AN IDEAL 

FUNDAMENTAL TO THE HISTOR Y OF OUR REPUBLICAN PARTY : THAT NO 

MAN CAN BE FREE SO LONG AS HIS NEIGHBOR IS IN BONDAGE . 

A NEW KIND OF SLAVERY 

SLAVERY IN AMERICA WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN PUT TO 

DEATH MORE THAN A CENTURY AGO , BUT Il OUTLIVED ABRAHArl 

LI NCOLN . IT INFESTED OUR SOCIETY AND MOCKED OUR PRETENSIONS 

TO SELF -RULE . Il BLUNTED THE ECONOMIC ArlRITIONS OF 
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MILLIONS . IT DELIVERED NOTHING MORE THA~ S~COND-CLASS 

CITIZENSHIP , IN THE ASSEMBLY LINE ANO VOTING BOOTH . IT rs 

~/ITH US STILL, ItJ 50/ UNEMPLOYMEJJT M1UNG BLACK TEEtYAGERS , IN 

A POPULATION THAT IS 11% BLACK , AND ELECTED PUBLIC OFFICIALS 

T HAT N ll MB t R BAR ELY 1 ~ 0 F BL AC K F AC ES Ar1 0 N G T H E I R RAN KS . 

F 0 R M I LL ION S 0 F BL AC KS , TH E M1 E R I C AN DR E l\t'i 0 F S 0 C rn L 

f"l (1BILilY AND ltJDIVIDUAL OPPORTUNITY HAS BEEt~ A ONE-vJAY 

STREET , BLOCKED BY A "DO NOT ENTER" SIGN . BIJT IN SEEKH'G TO 

Tt.AR DOWN SUCH BARRIERS , GOVERNMENT HAS SPOILED MANY GOOD 

INTENTIONS THROUGH BAD ADMINISTRATION . IT CLAIMED TO BE 

COMPASSluNATE - BUT FORGOT THE EFFECT OF DOUBLE DIGIT 

lNFLAl ION OIJ THE POOR . lT CLAIMED TO BE GEMERCUS - BllT 

FORGOT THAT MOST PFOPLE WOULD PREFER JOBS IN A HEALTHY 

PRIVATE SECTOR TO WELFARE CHECKS . 
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UNFORTUNATELY J THE Gf1VERNMEt1T HAS REGARDED EVERY 

URBAN PROBLEM AS A TEST OF ITS OWN MANHOODJ AND OVERLOOKED 

THE POTENTIAL OF PEOPLE AT THE GRASSROOTS TO FASHION BETTER 

IUEAS . EACH YEAR J THE PEOPLE OF THIS COU~TRY DONATE NEARLY 

$50 BI LL l(HJ TO GOOD Cf· USE.S . I REGARD THAT AS ('NL Y A DO\HJ 

p A n1 U1 T () N T Ht I DE AL I s r·1 ~iH 1 c H I s THE Es s DI c t 0 F TH E MI E R I c AN 

CHARACTER - AN IDEALISM THAT THE PRESIDENT ' S PRIVATE SECTOR 

INITIATIVE IS MEANT TO ENLIST . 

FAIRNESS IS THE BOTTOM LINE 

THE FEDERAL RUDGET HP,S BECOME BLOATtD J AND SHOULD BE 

CUT BACK J IF HE ARE TO IJNPLUG THE ECONOMY AND GENERATE THE 

POTDJT I ALLY ENORMCllS BENEFITS OF UH/ER TAXES AND UWER 
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I NT ER t ST RATES • Bl JT l AL S 0 BEL I EVE 1 HAT FA I R. tJ ES S MUST BE 

THI: BOTTOM LINE FOR ANY PROPOSED CllT . 

T HE R E I S N 0 D 0 U BT FA IR N ES S \~AS TH E F IM AL 1 ES 1 I N T HE 

RECE!.IT E~: ACH1ENT OF THE T P.X RI LL ) vrHEN ~ff s I GNALED TO 

f\r lERICA THAT \.JE \>JFRE NOT GOING TO BALAtJCr THE BUDGET r1M THE 

HACKS OF THE POOR, BUT THAT EVERYONE WAS fOING TO HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE ECONOMIC RECOVERY . HE MfDE 

CLEAR THAT Wt WOULD NOT , ON THE ONE HAND , TAKE 12 DOLLARS IN 

FOOD STAMPS AWAY FROM A SIN(_E , WORKING MOTHER , AND ON THE 

OTHER HAND ALLOW UPPER H'COME M1ERICf\NS TO UTILIZE LOOPHOLES 

TO SOCK 1HOUSANDS OF DOLLARS AWAY TAX FREE . 

THE RECEN1LY SIGNED nTAX EOUITY AND ~JSCAL 

R t S P 0 t I S I B 1 L IT Y A CT 0 F 19 8 2 " , I S A H1 ~JO VAT I VF PAC KA Gt THAT 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 8 of 14



----------------------- - -- -

9 

HRH1GS LOtJG OVtRDUE Ff\lRNESS AND REFflRM TO THE TAX SYSTEM . 

THE PREMISE WAS SO SIMPLE THAT IT IS SHPCKING THAT CONGRtSS 

HADN ' T ACTED FARLIER TO TACKLE THESc PROB LEMS IN THE TAX 

C 0]) E . THE PRE ~1 I SE 1 S TH I S : BE F QR E \~ E I MP(, St ANY NE\~ TAXES 

ON THOSE WHO PA Y THEIR SHARE J LET ' S MAKE SURE WE COLLECT 

HWM THOSE HHO ARE SUPPOSED TO BE PAYHIG J BUT AREWT . 

INDEED J 80'.Z OF THE $100 BILLION T/-\X BILL COMES FRUM 

CULLECTING TAXcS ALPEADY lll'IEU J CLOSING LOOPHOLES J AND Tl\XHJG 

BIG CORPORATIONS AND THE WtALTHY . 

ONCE CONGRESS REALIZED THE SIMPLc LOGIC BEHIND THIS 

BILL -- FAIRNESS /-\~D REFORM -- IT WASN ' T H/-\RD TO DO THE 

RIGHT THING . 
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CONCLUSION 

A LOT OF PlOPLE WERE SURPRISED THAl UE PASSED THESE 

l AX REF(lRMS DUR I NG AN ELECT I ON YEAR J AND WlRE EVEN MORE 

SURPRISf:D THAT RlPUBLICM~S VJERE LE/\DING THE CHARGt . BUT 

THEY WERF SURPRISED ONLY BECAUSE THEY BLINDLY ACCEPTED THIS 

PERCEPl ION OF THE PARTY AS ONF FAVORING THE RICH . FNACTMEtJT 

OF THE TAX BI LLJ PERHAPS MORE THAN PNY CiTHER LEGISLATIVE 

IIJITI/.\TIVE IN THIS CONGRESS J PROVED THAT THE PERCEPTION IS 

FALSE . ~ff DEr110NSTRATED TH/.\T It~ CCJf'IMON \HTH THE M1ERICM1 

PUlPLL vJE \~ANT AN END TO SPECIAL TAX RELIEF /\T THE EXPEMSE 

0 F T H E AM E R I C /.\ N P ll B LI C • \fr \·/ A ti T T H E T A X B lJ R lJ I: N T 0 R E M U R E 

Fl\lR . hE WM 1T TO SE!: THE 8~SltJESS COMMUNITY TO PUl ITS 

NEWFOUND BOUNTY TO WORK . WE WANT AN END TO THE DOUBLE 

ST A.ND ARD 0 F TAX AT I 0 M F 0 R \~ n R K H1 G PE 0 PL E MlD TAX AT I 0 N F 0 R THE 
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SOPHISTICPTED PLANNER OR EXPLOITER OF TAX SHlLTERS . 

NOW EVERY SPEAKER LIKES TO COMPLIMENT THE GROUP THAT 

HIV ITED HIM M:D TELL THEM THAT IT IS AN HONOR TO SPEAK AT 

TH E I R t VE tH • BUT T H I S G R 0 U P R EA LL Y li S 0 MET H H' G S Pt C I AL • 

I CAN ONLY HOPE THAT OTHER BLACK AMERICANS WILL 

FOLLOW YOUR LEAD . I CAtJ ONLY HOPE THAT EVERY BLACK Ar1ERICAt~ 

\>JI LL KE F p T H E I R rl IM D s .fl. s ~·J ELL As TH t I R D n 0 R s [) p E p T 0 ll s • 

CAN ONLY HOPE THAT THEY , TOO , WILL LISTEN TO THEIR 

C 0 NS C I ENCE. IN J lJ D G ltl G THE EC 0 N ot'II C P 0 TE MT I AL 0 F THE 

PRESlDENl ' S PROGRAM AND THAT THEY WILL TAKE A HARD LOOK AT 

REPUBLICAt~ EFFORTS FOR VOTING RIGHTS SECURED , AND A TAX 

SYSTEM , REFORMED . THE LIGHT OF CONSCIENCE H/\S trnT G(JNE OUT 

IN AMERICA . lHl DOOR TO OPPORTUNITY IS NOT BEING SHUT . THE 
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PARTY OF LlNCOUJ IS LIVING UP Tu ITS TRADITION MlD ITS 

STRUGGLE FOR EOUALITY AND FAIRNESS WILL NOT CEASE . 

.. 
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