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HALF A CONTINENT, TO PUT DOWN ROOTS AT CONCORDIA,-IN SOIL THAT NOURISHES
WHEAT AS WELL AS THE HOPES OF THE AMBITIOUS AND THE FAITHFUL. THE IDEA
WAS BRED INTO THEIR SON, FRANK, AS HE ATTENDED LOCAL SCHOOLS, CAME TO

LOVE THE EARTH BENEATH HIS FEET, AND PLEDGED HIMSELF TO THE LOCAL BAPTIST
CHURCH. WHEN HE WAS 16, HE ORGANIZED A SUNDAY SCHOOL -- THE FIRST OF MANY
SUCCESSFUL ATTEMPTS TO CARRY HIS CONVICTIONS OUTSIDE THE SCOPE OF HIS OWN
QUARTERS ,  WHETHER A FARMHOUSE IN CONCORDIA, OR A WASHINGTON HOTEL,

HE MET A WOMAN WHO MATCHED HIS CURIOUS MIND AND CONFIDENT BEARING, WHO
SHARED HIS PLEASURE IN OTHER PEOPLE AND A GROWING INTEREST IN SERVING
THEIR NEEDS. HE FELL IN LOVE, AND FOR 61 YEARS, SINCE THEIR MARRIAGE AT
8 0'CLOCK ON THE MORNING OF AUGUST 26, 1919 -- JUST IN TIME TO CATCH THE
UNION PACIFIC FOR A HONEYMOON IN KANSAS CITY -- ALICE FREDERICKSON OF
CLOUD COUNTY HAS BEEN A FULL AND EQUAL PARTNER IN THE GREAT ADVENTURE
THAT THIS BUILDING IN SOME SMALL WAY CELEBRATES. SHE CAME BACK TO CON-
CORDIA AND THE FAMILY FARM, TO START A FAMILY. AND FRANK STARTED A
CAREER. IN 1928, THE YEAR HERBERT HOOVER BEAT AL SMITH FOR THE WHITE
HOUSE, FRANK'S NEIGHBORS DECIDED TO SEND HIM TO TOPEKA TO REPRESENT THEIR
INTERESTS AND BE THEIR VITAL LINK WITH A GOVERNMENT THAT WAS STILL LARGELY
THE PROPERTY OF THOSE WHO SUPPORTED IT. IT WAS A DEMONSTRATION OF CON-
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FIDENCE THAT VWOULD BE REPEATED MANY TIMES OVER THE YEARS, BY INCREASING
MAJORITIES AND WITH BIPARTISAN SUPPORT.

A PARTY MAN

FRANK CARLSON WAS A PARTY MAN -- IN THE BEST SENSE OF THAT MUCH-ABUSED
PHRASE. HE KWEW THAT PARTISANSHIP IS THE LIFEBLOOD OF DEMOCRACY, AS LONG
AS POLITICS DIDN'T INTERFERE WITH FRIENDSHIP. AT A BLEAK TIME FOR HIS
PARTY, HE ACCEPTED ALF LANDON’S INVITATION TO BECOME CHAIRMAN OF THE STATE
REPUBLICAN ORGANIZATION -- A SITUATION WITH WHICH I CAN SYMPATHIZE MOST
HEARTILY -- AND IN 1934, WHEN ALL AMERICA SEEMED SPELLBOUND BY FRANKLIN
ROOSEVELT AND THE NEW DEAL, FRANK CARLSON ACCEPTED ANOTHER INVITATION FROM
HIS OUTNUMBERED PARTY -- THIS TIME TO RUN FOR THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESEN-
TATIVES FROM THE SIXTH DISTRICT. HE RAN HARD., HE EARNED THE RESPECT OF
THE ELECTORATE, AND WITH IT THEIR VOTES.

WHEN HE ARRIVED IN WASHINGTON, IT WAS NOT TO CROY ABOUT HIS VICTORY. THEN,
AS LATER, HE KNEW THAT GOVERNING A NATION IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN YINNING
AN ELECTION. AND HE SET OUT TO MAKE HIS CONTRIBUTION TO THE GOVERNING
PROCESS. BEFORE LONG, THERE WASN‘T A MAN IN WASHINGTON 'YHO KNEW MORE
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ABOUT TAXES, OR WHO TRIED HARDER TO MAKE THAT SYSTEM FAIRER AND CHEAPER.
WHEN HE CAME BACK HOME AS THE 30TH GOVERNOR OF KANSAS IN 1947, HE MAIN-
TAINED A COMMITMENT TO GOVERNMENT THAT HAD A HEART AS WELL AS A HEAD,

THAT WAS PROGRESSIVE AS WELL AS SOLVENT. HE “ASN‘T AFRAID TO RUN THE
STATE WITH A SURPLUS IN HAND. FOR THE INFORMATION OF OUR DEMOCRATIC
FRIENDS WHO ARE HERE TODAY, A SURPLUS IS AN EXCESS OF RECEIPTS OVER EXPEN-
DITURES.

GOVERNOR CARLSON BROUGHT COMPASSION AS WELL AS COMPETENCE T0 STATE GOVERN-
MENT. HE INSTILLED IN OUR MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM THE THEORY OF REMABILITA-
TION INSTEAD OF THE WASTEFUL TRAGEDY OF MERE WAREHOUSING. HE DOUBLED AID
T0 EDUCATION, BUILT ADDITIONAL STATE COLLEGE FACILITIES AND STEPPED UP
HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION. TRUE TO HIS BAPTIST CONVICTIONS, WHEN KANSANS

VOTED IN 1948 TO REPEAL PROHIBITION, FRANK TOOK A HAND IN CREATING ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGE CONTROL AND OUTLAWING THE PUBLIC SALOON. HE YAS ELECTED CHAIRMAN
OF THE NATIONAL GOVERNORS’ CONFERENCE. HE BLAZED A TRAIL TOYARD GREATER
REGIONAL COOPERATION AMONG MIDWESTERN GOVERNORS. HE SERVED ON THE HOOVER
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT REORGANIZATION, AND THEN, IN 1950, HE RETURNED

TO WASHINGTON AS A UNITED STATES SENATOR — THE ONLY KANSAN EVER TO SERVE
AS REPRESENTATIVE, GOVERNOR AND SENATOR.
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THE CARLSON YEARS

T0 LIST ALL THE LEGISLATIVE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE CARLSON YEARS WOULD
REQUIRE MUCH MORE TIME THAN WE HAVE THIS AFTERNOON. CERTAINLY, THE CON-
STRUCTIVE BILLS THAT BEAR HIS NAME WOULD TOGETHER FORM A STACK SEVERAL
STORIES HIGHER THAN THIS BUILDING THAT NOW WILL BEAR HIS NAME. HE LIKED
TO WORK WITHOUT REGARD FOR PERSONAL PUBLICITY, NOR THE HEADLINE HUNTING
THAT SOMETIMES MASKS CREATIVE FAILURE, HE BURROWED INTO THE SUBSTRUCTURE
OF AMERICAN GOVERNMENT, MADE HIMSELF AN AUTHORITY ON HOMY IT “ORKED AND
HOW IT SOMETIMES FAILED TO WORK. HE WAS RECOGNIZED BY HIS PEERS AS A
SPECIAL FRIEND OF THE FEDERAL WORKER, AND RETIREES THROUGHOUT THE NATION,
HE MASTERED THE ARCANE YET VITAL DETAILS OF CIVIL SERVICE, POSTAL SERVICE,
AND THE ENTIRE RELATIONSHIP OF WASHINGTON TO STATES AND LOCALITIES.

PRESIDENTS RECOGNIZED HIS TALENT FOR DIPLOMACY, AND ASKED HIM OFTEN TO
UNDERTAKE FOREIGN MISSIONS: FROM THE BRITISH THANKSGIVING DINNER IN 1951,
TO AN AUDIENCE WITH POPE PIUS IN ROME, AND SERVICE ALONGSIDE THE LATE
ADLAT STEVENSON AS A DELEGATE TO THE UNITED NATIONS. HE PLAYED A MAJOR
ROLE IN PERSUADING ANOTHER CHERISHED SON OF THIS STATE, DWIGHT EISENHOWER,
TO SEEK THE PRESIDENCY IN 1952, AND VISITORS TO THE CARLSON LIBRARY IN
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CONCORDIA CAN STILL SEE THE CHECK FOR FIFTY CENTS-FROM IKE TO FRANK --
THE LEGACY ON PAPER OF SENWATOR CARLSON’S SUCCESSFUL BET WITH GENERAL
EISENHOWER OVER THE EXACT RESULT OF THE FIRST AND ONLY BALLOT AT THE
CHICAGO CONVENTION THAT NOMINATED IKE. AS USUAL, FRANK WAS RIGHT ON
THE MONEY,

HIS SERVICES TO EISENHOWER DIDN’T END THERE. FOR EIGHT YEARS, HE WAS A
VALUED ADVISER TO THE PRESIDENT, AND ONE OF HIS UNKNOWN ACHIEVEMENTS MIGHT
AS WELL BE TOLD TODAY. I SAID THAT FRANK WAS A NATURAL BORN DIPLOMAT.
WELL, THAT SKILL WAS NEVER MORE VALUABLE THEN “HEN RIDING THE EISENHOVER
CAMPAIGN TRAIN ALL ACROSS THE COUNTRY, DEALING WITH LOCAL POLITICIANS AND
WOULD-BE MONOPOLIZERS OF THE CANDIDATE'S TIME. ONE DAY, THE TRAIN WAS
TRAVELING THE LENGTH OF NEW YORK STATE, FROM TROY AT THE FAR EASTERN END,
TO ROCHESTER ON THE WEST. THE UNDISPUTED MASTER OF THE DAY'S SCHEDULE WAS
THE STATE'S GOVERNOR, THOMAS E. DEWEY, HOM SOME OF YOU WILL REMEMBER YAS
ELECTED PRESIDENT IN 1948 BY THE CHICAGOQ TRIBUNE. GOVERNOR DEWEY HAD A
WAY OF CONTROLLING EVENTS, AND ON THIS PARTICULAR DAY, HE WAS SECLUDED IN
A CABIN OF THE TRAIN, WITH FIRM ORDERS NOT TO ALLOY ANYONE IN TO DISTURB
EITHER HIMSELF OR GENERAL EISENHOWER. ‘
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NOW, HALFWAY ACROSS THE STATE, SOMEONE SUDDENLY RECALLED THAT IN HIS
LAST CAMPAIGN, DEWEY HAD GOTTEN OFF THE TRAIN IN ROCHESTER AND SAID HON
DELIGHTED HE WAS TO BE IN BUFFALO. EVER SINCE THEN, THE GOVERNOR'S NAME
IN THOSE PARTS WAS JUST A LITTLE BIT TARNISHED, AND SO IT WAS THAT THE
MEN AROUND EISENHOWER DECIDED THAT SOMEONE ELSE SHOULD DO THE JOB OF
INTRODUCING THE CANDIDATE WHEN HE FINALLY GOT TO ROCHESTER. THE ONLY
PROBLEM WAS: %HO WAS GOING TO BREAK THE NEWS TO DEWEY? FIRST, THE HEAD
OF THE YOUNG REPUBLICANS WENT TO THE STATE PARTY CHAIRMAN AND ASKED HIM
70 DO 1IT.

“I AIN'T GOING TO TELL HIM,” WAS THE CHAIRMAN’S HONEST ANSMER., “WELL,”
THOUGHT THE YOUNG REPUBLICAN LEADER, “WE’LL GET LEN HALL TO TELL HIM,”
HALL BEING A POWERFUL CONGRESSMAN FROM LONG ISLAND WHOM THE GOVERNOR -
WOULD PRESUMABLY LISTEN TO. THE ONLY PROBLEM AS, LEN HALL DIDN'T WANT
T0 TELL DEWEY EITHER. AT THIS MOMENT, FRANK CARLSON APPEARED. HE HAD
OVERHEARD THIS FRANTIC DEBATE, AND NOW HE WANTED TO KNOY IF PERHAPS HE
MIGHT BE ABLE TO HELP. = WHAT EXACTLY WAS WRONG, HE ASKED?
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CONVICTIONS, WHAT COURAGE, WHAT FAITH. A WEEK WHEN EVERY ONE OF US
STANDS A LITTLE TALLER., A WEEK TO GATHER TO EXPRESS THANKS TO A MAN WHO
HAS ALWAYS STOOD TALL. WE KANSANS CAN BE PROUD OF MANY THINGS, BUT FEW
OF THEM CAN MATCH THE PRIDE WE FEEL AT SHARING OUR HOME WITH A MAN WHO
EMBODIES ITS FINEST VIRTUES -- A MAN LIKE FRANK CARLSON.
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