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• CARTER DEFENSE POLICIES NO SURPRISE 

WHEN JIMMY CARTER WAS RUNNING FOR PRESIDENT IN L976J HE 
CLAIMED HE WOULD TRIM FROM 7 TO 15 BILLION DOLLARS FROM 

. . OUR DEFENSE BUDGET. UNFORTUNATELY) HE SUCCEEDED. DURING 

�-�- �~�- �-

THE VICE-PRESIDENTIAL DEBATES IN HOUSTON) I WARNED THAT THESE 
DEFENSE CUTS COULD LEAD US INTO A RISK OF WAR. THE LIBERAL 
PUNDITS JUMPED ON THIS COMMENT) THE DEMOCRATS DERIDED 
MY CLAIM) AND I WAS CALLED THE HATCHET MAN FOR EVEN SUGGESTING 
THAT IT WOULD BE DANGEROUS TO PARE BACK AN ALREADY LEAN 
FORD ADMINISTRATION DEFENSE BUDGET. 

WELL) WHAT ARE WE DOING NOW BUT TALKING OF REINSTATING 
THE DRAFT AND A CRASH PROGRAM TO INCREASE MILITARY 
SPENDING? THE LEADERS OF THE DEMOCRATIC MAJORITY IN THE 
CONGRESS ARE NOW SAYING THIS WILL BE A SECURITY-CONSCIOUS 
LEGISLATURE. MY QUESTION IS THIS: WHERE HAVE THEY 
BEEN FOR THE LAST THREE YEARS WHILE WE GRADUALLY GOT INTO 
THIS MESS? 
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AS THE ADMINISTRATION SLIDES FROM ONE CRISIS TO ANOTHERJ 
THE WHITE HOUSE IS TRYING TO REWRITE HISTORY. THEY WOULD 
LIKE TO DIVERT ATTENTION IN A CAMPAIGN YEAR FROM THEIR 
FOREIGN POLICY MISTAKES AND DEFENSE MISCALCULATIONS BY BLAMING 
PREVIOUS REPUBLICAN ADMINISTRATIONS. 

TWO WEEKS AGOJ NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR BRZEZINSKIJ SAID 
IN AN INTERVIEW PUBLISHED IN THE WALL STREET JOURNALJ 
"AFTER EIGHT YEARS OF SUSTAINED REPUBLICAN NEGLECT FOR 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF DEFENSEJ THE PRESIDENT REVERSED THE 
TREND AND IN THREE SUCCESSIVE YEARS INCREASED DEFENSE 
SPENDING." 
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THE REPUBLICAN RECORD 

THIS IS JUST NOT TRUE -- LET ME GIVE YOU THE FACTS. IN 
FISCAL YEARS 1976J 1977J AND 1978 IN BUDGET AUTHORITY AND 
IN FISCAL YEARS 1977 AND 1978 IN OUTLAYS <EXPENDITURES) 
THE FORD ADMINISTRATION REVERSED THE DOWNWARD TREND IN 
DEFENSE SPENDINGJ DESPITE ANNUAL REDUCTIONS BY A DEMOCRATIC 
MAJORITY IN THE CONGRESS. BUT WHAT DID PRESIDENT CARTER 
REALLY DO? 

THE RECORD SHOWS THE PRESIDENT REDUCED PROPOSED 
DEFENSE BUDGETS FOR 1979 THROUGH 1983 ( A SIX YEAR PERIOD) 
BY $57 BILLIONJ AN AVERAGE CUT OF $9.5 BILLION PER YEAR. 
HE SLASHED THE STRATEGIC PROGRAM $24 BILLION OR 27%J 
GENERAL PURPOSE FORCES BY $25 BILLIONJ OR 7%J AND OUR VITAL 
LONG-RANGE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM BY $10 BILLIONJ 
OR 13%. PERHAPS OUR WEAKEST AREA AFTER THE VIETNAM WAR WAS IN 
THE NUMBER OF NAVY SHIPS AVAILABLE FOR OUR CONVENTIONAL 
AS WELL AS STRATEGIC COMMITMENTS. CARTER CUT THE PROJECTED 
NAVY BUDGET THROUGH 1983 BY ALMOST $26 BILLION (41% OF THE 
TOTAL). THE ACTUAL NUMBERS MUST HAVE BROUGHT REJOICING IN 
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THE KREMLIN. WE HAD A FIVE YEAR NAVY SHIPBUILDING PLAN OF 
157 NEW SHIPS BY 1982. PRESIDENT CARTER IN HIS FIRST TWO 
YEARS IN OFFICE SLASHED THIS PROGRAM BY OVER HALFJ AND EVEN NOW 
HE PROJECTS ONLY 97 NEW SHIPS THAT HlLL BE USED MAINLY 
FOR REPLACING OUR OLDER SHIPS THAT ARE WORN ,OUTJ SOME STILL 
DATING FROM BEFORE WORLD WAR II. IN THE STRATEGIC SECTORJ IN 
ORDER TO BUY SALT IIJ THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION 
TRAGICALLY DELAYED OR CANCELLED VITAL PROGRAMS. THE MX 
MISSILEJ DESIGNED TO PREVENT RUSSIA FROM ACHIEVING A FIRST-
STRIKE CAPABILITY, WILL BE DELAYED AT LEAST FOUR YEARS UNTIL 
1989 AT A TIME WHEN OUR MINUTEMAN MISSILES WILL BECOME 
INCREASINGLY VULNERABLE TO SOVIET STRATEGIC STRENGTH. 

PRESIDENT CARTER IN 1977 CANCELLED THE B-1 BOMBER PROGRAM 
WHICH WOULD HAVE BROUGHT 244 MODERN AIRCRAFT ON LINE TO 
REPLACE THE AGING B-52'SJ NOW 25 YEARS OLD AND NOT ADEQUATE 
FOR THE DECADE OF THE 80'S. 

';' - . 
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THE TRIDENT SUBMARINE PROCUREMENT UNDER CARTER WAS CUT 
BACK AND THE INITIAL OPERATIONAL DEPLOYMENT WAS DELAYED 

.. 

BY TWO YEARS. THE NEUTRON BOMB, A VALUABLE WEAPON FOR 
SECURING THE NATO FLANK, WAS CANCELLE~ . 

... 

FACTS INSTEAD OF FICTION 

THAT'S A LOOK AT THE RECORD. THE FACTS SHOW THE ADMINISTRATION'S 
ATTEMPT AT A PARTISAN DISTORTION OF HISTORY. MR. BRZEZINSKI 
AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE WHITE HOUSE STAFF ARE GUILTY OF 
OUTRIGHT MISREPRESENTATION, AT THE SAME TIME BIPARTISAN SUPPORT 
IS SOLEMNLY REQUESTED. 

IN 1976, PRESIDENT FORD AND I CHALLENGED THE CARTER-MONDALE 
TEAM DURING THE DEBATES TO JUSTIFY THEIR IRRESPONSIBLE CALLS FOR 
CUTS IN DEFENSE-SPENDING PROGRAMS. NOW THE SOVIET UNION IS 
STRONGER MILITARILY AND HAS PERHAPS ACHIEVED STRATEGIC SUPERIORITY. 
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THE RUSSIANS FEEL FREE TO BE MORE AGRESSIVE WORLDWIDE. 
PRESIDENT CARTER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR UNILATERAL CUTBACKS 
AND DELAYS) BUT INSTEAD OF APOLOGIES OR EXCUSES FOR THE 
LACK OF FUNDING DURING HIS THREE YEARS IN OFFICE) WE GET 
OUTRIGHT MISREPRESENTATIONS IN AN EFFORT TO SHIFT THE 
BLAME TO OTHERS. 

FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS) WHILE I AND OTHER CONCERNED 
AMERICANS OF BOTH PARTIES SOUNDED WARNINGS) BY HIS 
OWN ADMISSION MR. CARTER NAIVELY MISREAD SOVIET MILITARY 
AND DIPLOMATIC INTENTIONS. IN THE LAST THREE YEARS WE'VE 
SEEN WORLDWIDE EXPANSION AND ADVENTURISM BY THE RUSSIANS. 
THEY BEEFED UP THEIR PACIFIC FLEET AND NOW USE THE CAMRANH 
BAY NAVY BASE WE BUILT IN VIETNAM. THEIR MEDITERRANEAN 
AND INDIA.N OCEAN FLEETS HAVE GROWN DANGEROUSLY. THERE IS 
A CONTINUING BUILD-UP OF SOVIET NAVAL STRENGTH IN CUBA WHICH 
HAS FOLLOWED THE INTRODUCTION OF A RUSSIAN COMBAT BRIGADE 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 23 of 28











News from Senator 

BOB DOLE 
(R - Kansas) 2213 Dirksen Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 

FOR IM-ffiDIATE RELEASE 
JvK:>NDAY, JANUARY 28, 1980 

CONTACT: BILL KATS, BOB WAITE 
(202) 224-8947, -8953 

DESPITE INCREASING FEDERAL REVENUES, ADMINISTRATION NO CI.DSER TO BALANCING BUDGET, IDLE SAYS 

WASHINGTON -- Senator Bob Dole (R-Kan.), ranking Republican on the Senate 

Finance Corrnnittee, said today that despite increasingly higher rates of taxation, 

the Carter Administration has not come much closer to balancing the federal budget 

than it was in 1976. 

"In 1976, President . Carter ran on a promise that he would balance the federal 
budget by the year 1980," Dole said. ''Now 1980 has arrived, and we are no closer 
to. balancing the budget than we were in 1976. The current budget will not help 
this situation. 

"This budget calls for levels of taxation which we haven't seen here in America 
for more than 35 years. Yet President Carter has proven incapable of bringing 
us closer toward balancing the budget. This Administration seems content to hold 
down budget deficits by taxing inflation. 

"The Fiscal Year 1981. budget projects that 21.7 percent of the total Gross 
National Product will be revenues. The year that most closely approximates this 
high level of revenues was 1944, when revenues were 21. 9 percent of GNP. Projec-
tions for Fiscal Year 1982 show an even larger proportion of revenues ·. 

"But clearly, the budget before the Congress is not a restrained budget. 
President Carter projects a $15.8-billion deficit, but if all the proposed programs 
were to be implemented, the deficit would be more like $23.5 billion. 

"I would point to the much-hailed increase · in defense spending as a prime 
· example of how misleading the current budget figures are. The Administration con-

tends that the spending increase will be approximately 5.6 percent. But the Con-
gressional Budget Office says that a 110re realistic figure would be 4.1 percent, 
once inflation is taken into accol.Illt. The increase in defense expenditures that 
was expected by some may not prove to be adequate enough to meet our immediate needs.'' 
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