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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE 

... . .. . . . . .... . . . 

ARKANSAS RFPUBLICAN STATE CONVENTION 
TUFSDAYJ DECEMBER 8J 1979 

MANY OF YOU KNO\AI ME THROUGH MY TRAVELS AS NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 
OF OUR PARTYJ AND AS PRESIDENT FORD'S RUNNING MATE IN 1976. 
AT OME TIME OR ANOTHERJ YOU'VF PROBABLY SEEN ME CAMPAIGNING 
FOR REPUBLICAN CANDIDATFS ALL OVER ARKANSAS. AND TODAY I'M 
DELIGHTED TO BE BACK. AFTER ALLJ THIS PARTY IS MY HOME. 

TODAY AND IN THE WEEKS TO COMEJ I LOOK FORWARD TO COMPARING 
MY RECORD AND MY IDEAS WITH THOSE OF MY FELLOW CANDIDATES. 
I THINK WE NEED MORE ATTENTION FOCUSED ON BOTH -- AND I 
HOPE WE'LL CONTINUE TO DEBATE THE ISSUES ALL THE WAY TO 
DETROIT. BUT I DON'T WANT TO GIVE YOU JUST ONE MORE PLEA 
FOR LEADERSHIP. I WANT TO GIVE YOU A PLAN TO ACHIEVE IT. 
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FACING FACTS ARROAD 

LET'S FACE FACTS. WE HAVE IN THE WHITE HOUSE A DECENT 
MAN) WHO TH nlKS THAT PERSONAL DECENCY ALONE IS ENOUGH TO 
HOLD OUR OWN IN THE MODERN WORLD. IN THE NAME OF 
SO-CALLED DECENCY) HE HAS CANCELFD THE B-1 BOMBER) DELAYED 
THF MX MISSILE) CUT BACK ON RECONNAISANCE FLIGHTS OVER 
CUBA. HE HAS BROKEN RELATIONS UNILATERALLY WITH TAIWAN) 
SIGNED AWAY THE PANAMA CANAL AND TURNED HIS BACK ON 
AMERICAN ALLIES SPANNING THE GLOBE. 

WORST OF ALL) HE HAS ACCEPTED THE DANGEROUS AND UNJUST 
ASSUMPTION OF THE POST-VIETNAM ERA -- THAT IF ONLY AMERICA 
WILL STOP MAKING TROUBLE ABROAD) THEN WE CAN ALL LIVE 
PEACEFULLY IN A PERFECT WORLD. WELL) THAT'S HOGWASH. IF 
THE HORLD IS IMPERFECT) IT IS BECAUSE THE SOVIET UNION AND 
ITS HIRED ALLIES INSIST ON PURSUING THEIR AGE OLD VISION OF 
GLOBAL DOMINATION. 
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TO IGNORE THAT FACT IS NOT DECENCY, MY FRIENDS. IT IS 
WISHFUL THINKING. IT IS A BLUEPRINT FOR INTERNATIONAL 
DISASTER. 

THEN AGAIN, THIS ADMINISTRATION HAS CONDUCTED FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS LIKE SOME SORT OF DEADLY SURPRISE PARTY. THEY WERE 
SURPRISED IN IRAN. THEY WERE SURPRISED IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 
THEY WERE SURPRISED IN NICARAGUA. THEY WERF SURPRISED IN 
AFGHP,NISTAN. THEY HERE SURPRISED IN RHODESIA. 

BUT, FOR ALL OUR CRITICISM OF PAST MISTAKES, FOR ALL OUR 
LEGITIMATE FRUSTRATION AT MISSED OPPORTUNITIES AND 
INTERNATIONAL NAIVETE, I WILL NOT STAND BEFORE YOU TODAY 
AND ATTACK THE PRESIDENT WHILE 50 AMERICAN HOSTAGES REMAIN 
IN FEAR FOR THEIR LIVES. SOME THINGS COME ABOVE POLITICAL 
ADVANTAGE. SOME THINGS ARE MORE VALUABLE THAN A HEADLINE 
IN SUNDAY'S PAPER, OR AN EXTRA POINT OR TWO IN THE GALLUP 
POLL. 
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THE TIME WILL COME FOR DOMESTIC DEBATE OVER THE ADMINISTRATION'S 
HANDLING OF THE IRANIAN CRISIS. BUT THAT TIME IS NOT 
TODAY. NOT IN MY OPINION. 

THIS IS NOT TO SUGGEST THAT ALL THE CARTER FOREIGN POLICY 
IS IMMUNE TO CRITICISM. FAR FROM IT. 

IF WE'VE LEAR.NED ANYTHING OVER THE LAST 3 YEARS - AND IT'S 
BEEN A PAINFUL LESSON - IT IS THIS: A PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES NEEDS MORE THAN INDIVIDUAL DECENCY -- HE 
NEEDS A BACKBONE. 
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I KNOW SOMETHING ABOUT BACKBONE. WHEN I WAS FLOHN BACK 
FROM ITALY AFTER WORLD WAR IL I HAD 39 MONTHS TO DO SOME 
LONG, HARD THINKING ABOUT WAR AND PEACE. NOT MANY IN THIS 
HALL KNOW MORE ABOUT WAR THAN I DO. NOT MANY HERE HAVE HAD 
A MORE PERSONAL EXPERIENCE ON THE BATTLEFIELD. AND NO 
ONE IS A MORE PASSIONATE PARTISAN FOR PEACr. 

BUT HOW DO YOU ACHIEVE PEACE? PEACE IS MORE THAN THE MERE 
ABSENCE OF SHOOTING. PEACE IS A FRAGILE STRUCTURE, BASED 
UPON MILITARY STRENGHT AND COHERENT DIPLOMACY. 

ONLY A NATION WILLING TO STAND BY ITS FRIENDS CAN HOPE TO 
KEEP THOSE FRIENDS. THAT MEANS STANDING BY OUR ONE 
HISTORIC UNSHAKEABLE ALLY IN THE MIDDLE EAST, THE STATE OF 
ISRAEL. THAT MEANS STANDING BY OUR TRADITIONAL ALLIES IN 
EUROPE, AND PROVIDING THE NATO ALLIANCE WITH SOMETHING 
BETTER THAN WEAPONS TWENTY YEARS OUT OF DATE. THAT MEANS 
STANDING UP TO THE MOBS -- AND STANDING UP FOR THE IDEALS 
WE HAVE FOUGHT AND BLED AND DIED FOR. 
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WE'RE SUPPOSED TO BE A GREAT NATION -- WELL I SAY LET's START 
ACTING LIKE ONE. A GREAT NATION DOESN'T SLASH ITS NAVY 
TO LESS THAN 4001 SHIPS~ A GREAT NATION DOESN'T TURN IT'S 
BACK ON ITS POW'S AND MIA'S. AND A GREAT NATION DOESN'T 
GIVE AWAY THE CANAL IT BUILT AND OPERATED IN PANAMA BECAUSE 
A DICTATOR AND HIS CAREFULLY REHEARSED MOBS THREATEN US. 

NO -- THESE ARE TOUGH TIMES. AND IT'S GOING TO TAKE A 
STRONG EXPERIENCED MAN TO REORDER OUR PRIORITIES. THE 
PEOPLE OF THIS COUNTRY ARE WILLING TO MOVE FORWARD. 
THEY DON'T WANT TO HEAR DOOM AND GLOOM -- THEY WANT 
SOLUTIONS INSTEAD OF SLOGANS. THAT'S WHAT THEY MEAN WHEN 
THEY INSIST ON LEADERSHIP FOR THE 80'S, 

...... .... . ..................... . 

EARNING THE RIGHT TO GOVERN 

A POLITICAL PARTY EXISTS TO GOVERN. BUT FIRST IS MUST 
EARN THE RIGHT TO GOVERN. I THINK I'VE EARNED THAT RIGHT. 
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AS THE SENIOR REPUBLICAN ON THE SENATE FINANCE COMMlTTEEJ 
I WORK EVERY 1SINGLE DAY ON THE GREAT ISSUES OF THE 80'S -
INFLATIONJ ENERGY AND REFORM OF A BLOATED FEDERAL TREASURY 
I'M THE ONLY REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE WHO HAS SERVED IN BOTH 
THE HOUSE AND SENATE AND I'M THE ONLY ONE WHO HAS ACTUALLY 
CAST A VOTE AGAINST THE MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR GIVEAWAY OF 
OUR CANAL IN PANAMA. 

I'VE GONE TOE TO TOE WITH TED KENNEDY ON HEALTH INSURANCEJ 
NATIONAL DEFENSEJ EXCESSIVE FEDERAL REGULATION AND A BLOATED 
FEDERAL BUDGET. WE'RE ON THE SAME COMMITTEE -- WE EVEN 
HAVE OUR OFFICES IN THE SAME CORRIDOR. NEEDLESS TO SAYJ 
HIS IS 50 YARS TO THE LEFT OF MINE. I KNOW HOW TO DEBATE 
TEDDY AND HOW TO WIN. WHAT DOES HE KNOW ABOUT AGRICULTUREJ 
A VITAL INDUSTRY IN THIS STATE. OR ABOUT THE STRUGGLING TO 
MAKE ENDS ·MEET WHICH SO MANY MIDDLE-CLASS CITIZENS FIND 
THEMSELVES FORCED TO DO? WHAT DOES HE REALLY KNOW ABOUT 
WHAT THE AVERAGE AMERICAN WANTS IN 1980? 
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TAX RELIEF FOR THE 80'S 
I . . . 

AMERICANS WANT TAX RELIEF. LAST YEAR., 77% OF ALL AMERICAN 
TAXPAYERS PAID HIGHER TAXES JUST BECAUSE INFLATION PUSHED 
THEM INTO HIGHER BRACKETS. THE AVERAGE ARKANSAS TAXPAYER 
WILL BE HIT WITH A BILL FOR $147 IN 1980 SOLELY BECAUSE 
WASHINGTON CAN NOT RESTRAIN ITS NATURAL INCLINATION TO 
SPEND ALL OF US INTO THE POORHOUSE. THAT'S THE BIGGEST 
WINDFALL TAX OF ALL -- AND I WANT TO STOP IT. THAT'S 
WHY I'VE INTRODUCED LEGISLATION TO INDEX THE TAX SYSTEM --
AND THUS PROTECT THE LIVING STANDARDS OF MILLIONS OF MIDDLE 
INCOME AND RETIRED PEOPLE. THAT LEADERSHIP FOR THE 80'S. 

I THINK THAT'S THE BEST KIND OF TAX REFORM WE CAN HAVE. 
THAT'S LEADERSHIP FOR .THE 80'S. 
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AMERICANS WANT THEIR ECONOMY PRODUCTIVE ONCE MORE, AND 
COMPETITIVE ABROAD AS WELL AS AT HOME. SO I'M WORKING TO 
REDUCE EXCESSIVE FEDERAL REGULATION. DO YOU KNOW THAT 
THE FEDERAL RULEMAKERS ADD TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS OR MORE TO 
THE PRICETAG OF A NEW HOUSE? OR $666 TO A NEW CAR? 

IT'S TO STOP THAT KIND OF THING THAT I'VE INTRODUCED A BILL 
IN THE SENATE TO REQUIRE ANY FEDERAL AGENCY FROM PROVING 
THE NEED FOR ANY NEW RULE BEFORE IT CAN BE ENACTED -- AND 
GIVING THE PRIVATE SECTOR A CHANCE TO DISPROVE THAT NEED AS 
WELL. 

I THINK IT'S LONG OVERDUE THAT WE PASS A SERIES OF TAX 
CUTS AND CREDITS, TO PROVIDE INCENTIVE TO BUSINESS AND 
INDIVIDUALS TO INVEST. WE CAN REVERSE THE SCANDALOUS 
DECLINE IN NATIONAL INVESTMENT AND PRODUCTIVITY -- FOR 
INSTANCE BY EXCLUDING SOME INTEREST AND DIVIDEND INCOME 
FROM TAXATION. I'M WORKING TO RESTORE THE DAY WHEN WORDS 
LIKE PROFIT AND INCENTIVE ARE NO LONGER THOUGHT OF AS 
DIRTY WORDS TO BE AVOIDED IN POLITE CONVERSATION. THAT, 
TOO IS LEADERSHIP FOR THE 80'S, 
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ATTACKING INFLATION AT IJ_s__IS_OOTS 

AND IT'S TIME iTO STOP MERELY TALKING ABOUT INFLATION. IT'S 

TIME TO ATTACK IT AT ITS ROOTS. I'M PUSHING A CONSTITUTIONAL 

AMENDMENT TO PLACE STIFF LIMITS ON BOTH FEDERAL TAXATION 
AND FEDERAL SPENDING. ONLY \A'HEN WASHINGTON GETS ITS HOUSE 

IN ORDER CAN YOU BEGIN TO BREATHE EASY AND KNOW THAT YOUR 
DOLLAR WILL BE WORTH MORE THAN THE PAPER IT'S PRINTED ON. 

I WANT TO CREATE NEW JOBS AND BRING OUR CITIES BACK TO LIFE --

NOT BY THROWING BILLIONS OF FEDERAL DOLLARS AT EXISTING 
PROBLEMSJ BUT BY LURING BILLIONS OF DOLLARS OF PRIVATE 
INVESTMENT. THA'S A REPUBLICAN SOLUTION - AND REPUBLICAN 
LEADERSHIP. 
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. ... .. . . . .. ... .. 

PRODUCING OUR WAY OUT OF THE ENERGY CRISIS 

~ 

FINALLY, WE'VE ALL HEARD ABOUT THE ENERGY CRISIS. BUT 
IT DOESN'T HAVE TO BE A CRISIS. IT CAN BE THE FIRST STEP 
TOWARD GETTING THIS COUNTRY OFF ITS KNEES TO THE BLACKMAILERS 
OF OPEC. WE'RE ALL FOR CONSERVATION -- BUT CONSERVATION 
ALONE ISN'T GOOD ENOUGH. 

WE NEED TO PRODUCE OUR WAY OUT OF THIS CRISIS, JUST AS WE 
PRODUCED OUR WAY TO VICTORY IN WORLD WAR II. WE NEED TO 
MOBILIZE ALL OUR TALENTS AND EVERY OUNCE OF EXPERIENCE 
POSSESSED RY PRIVATE CITIZENS AND PRIVATE INDUSTRY. THE 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY WON'T PRODUCE THE OIL AND GAS WE NEED. 
BUT THE PRIVATE SECTOR CAN. 

SO LET'S GIVE FREE ENTERPRISE THE TOOLS TO DO THE JOB --
BUT NEVER AT THE EXPENSE OF THE AMERICAN CONSUMER. I 
SUPPORT A FAIR WINFALL PROFITS TAX. BUT ON THE SENATE 
FINANCE COMMITTEE, I'M LEADING -THE FIGHT FOR A TAX THAT 
PROVIDES INCENTIVE TO PRODUCE, AND NOT TO JUST ONE MORE 
GIGANTIC WINDFALL FOR THE FEDERAL TREASURY. 
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..... . ..................... WHO SPEAKS FOR THE PEOPLE 

KENNEDY AND CARTER SAY THEY SPEAK FOR THE PEOPLE. THEY 
SAY THE PEOPLE WANT MORE BUREAUCRACY) MORE RED TAPEJ 
MORE GOVERNMENT INTRUSION IN THEIR LIVES. WELLJ I THINK 
I KNOW A LITTLE MORE ABOUT THE PEOPLE THAN SENATOR KENNEDY --
BECAUSE I'M ONE OF THEM. AND I KNOW A LITTLE MORE ABOUT 
MAKING GOVERNMENT WORK THAN JIMMY CARTER - BECAUSE I'VE 
SPEND 19 YEARS MASTERING THE INTERCACIES OF WASHINGTON. 

WHEN YOU ASK WHY BOB DOLE FOR PRESIDENT) I CAN RESPOND BY 
RECITING MY KANSAS AND SENATE RECORD) MY NATIONAL CAMPAIGN 
EXPERIENCE) THE CONFIDENCE THAT JERRY FORD PLACED IN ME AS 
HIS CHOICE FOR VICE PRESIDENT IN 1976. OR I COULD TELL 
YOU ABOUT RUSSELL) AND WHAT IT IS MY NEIGHBORS INSTILLED 
IN ME AS A BOY, 

THEY TAUGHT ME THAT AMERICA IS THE GREATEST COUNTRY ON THE 
FACE OF THE EARTH NOT BECAUSE GOVERNMENT MADE IT SOJ BUT 
BECAUSE GOVERNMENT ENCOURAGED THE NATURAL GENIUS OF THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE. THEY TAUGHT ME THAT WE SHALL REMAIN A 
GREAT POWER -- JUST AS LONG AS WE DISPLAY GUTS INSTEAD OF . . GRITS. 
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THEY BELIEVE IN COMPETITION -- WHETHER IT PROMOTES NEW 
ENERGY SOURCES AT HOME OR THE CAUSE OF FREEDOM ABROAD. 
THEY'RE NOT AFRAID TO COMPETE -- BECAUSE THEY'RE NOT 
AFRAID TO WIN. AND NEITHER ARE WE. 

WE HAVE TO BE TOUGHJ MY FRIENDS. WE LIVE IN A DANGEROUS 
AND UNCERTAIN WORLD. BUT WE HAVE TO BE COMPASSIONATE TOO. 
THAT'S WHAT PEOPLE WANT WHEN THEY CRY OUT FOR LEADERSHIP -
NOT A PRESIDENT LARGER THAN LIFEJ BUT A PRESIDENT WHO 
CARES ABOUT AVERAGE LIVESJ AND MAKING THEM BETTER WHILE 
PRESERVING THE FREEDOM THAT IS AMERICA'S GREAT HERITAGE . 

. . . ... .. . 

A VISION FOR THE 80'S 

SO I ASK YOU TO PONDER -- WHAT SHALL WE OFFER THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE IN 1980? 

l 

I ! . 

. 
I 
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IT'S NOT ENOUGH TO SAY THAT JIMMY CARTER FAILED AND WE'RE 
AVAILABLE. IT'S NOT ENOUGHT TO SAY THAT TED KENNEDY IS A 
LIBERAL BOGEYMAN WHO WOULD SPEND THIS COUNTRY INTO BANKRUPTCY. 
NO -- WE HAVE TO OFFER SOMETHING MORE POSITIVE THAN MERE 
PARTISANSHIP. 

TO THE HANDICAPPEDJ THE DISADVANTAGEDJ AND ALL THOSE LEFT 
OUT OF THE BOUNTIES OF FREE ENTERPRISEJ WE MUST TAKE THEM 
OFF THE TREADMILL OF WELFARE AND STRENGTHEN THE MARKETPLACE 
TO GIVE THEM THEIR FAIR CHANCE. TO THE SMALL BUSINESSMANJ 
WE MUST MAKE OUR ECONOMY SAFE FOR INDIVIDUAL AMBITION. 
WE MUST CUT DOWN THE FOREST OF RULES AND REGULATIONS THAT 
DISCOURAGE MEN AND WOMEN WHO WANT NOTHING MORE THAN THE 
CHANCE TO EARN THEIR WAY IN THE WORLDJ AND BUILD UP SOME-
THING TO HAND ON TO THEIR CHILDREN. 

TO THE MIDDLE CLASSJ WE MUST RESTORE THE STRENGTH OF THE 
DOLLARJ AND CUT THE BUREAUCRATIC CHAINS THAT TELL YOU HOW 
TOLIVE OUR LIVES AND HOW TO SPENO YOUR DOLLARS. 
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FINALLY -- AND MOST IMPORTANT -- TO OUR YOUNG,, HE MUST · 
PROVIDE A NATION JHAT LIVES UP TO THEIR GRANDEST VISIONS. 
IN THE LAST FEW DAYS,, WE'VE ALL SEEN THE PICTURES OF COLLEGE 
KIDS HOLDING HIGH THE AMERICAN FLAG. WE'VE NEVER BEEN 
PROUDER OF OUR SONS AND DAUGHTERS. 

WHAT KIND OF COUNTRY WILL WE GIVE THEM,, MY FRIENDS? THAT'S 
WHAT THIS ELECTION IS ALL ABOUT. THAT'S WHAT YOU WILL 
INFLUENCE BY THE BALLOTS YOU CAST IN THE ARKANSAS PRIMARY. 

YOU AND I HAVE FOUGHT SIDE BY SIDE IN PAST BATTLES. NOW 
WE ARE LAUNCHED ON A NEW STRUGGLE. IT WON'T BE EASY. BUT 
NOTHING GREAT IS EVER OBTAINED WITH EXERTION. NO ONE KNOWS 
THAT BETTER THAN MYSELF. 
BUT I AM COMMITTED TO TRYING. SO I ASK YOUR SUPPORT AND I 
PLEDGE YOU MY UNTIRING EFFORTS TO RESTORE STRENGHT AND 
COMPETENCE TO THE PRESIDENCY OF THE UNITED STATES. JOIN 
WITH ME,, AND WE SHALL MAKE AMERICA ONCE AGAIN WHAT SHE WAS 
MEANT BY GOD TO BE -- THE LAST BEST HOPE OF FREEDOM ON THIS 
EARTH. 
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