
REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF REPUBl !CAN WOMEN 

INDIANAPOLISJ IND. 
SEPT I 29 J 1.979 

IT'S ALWAYS A PLE.~SURE FOR ME TO SPEAK WITH THE 
REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF AMERICA. AS A FORMER NATIO~AL CHAIRMANJ 
I KNOW THE TIRELESS EFFORTS YOU CONTRIBUTE TO OUR PARTY-
A DEDICATION THAT ALL TOO OFTEN GOES UNNOTICED. YOU ARE 
THE BACKBONE OF THE GOP - SOMETHING I'VE NEVER FORGOTTEN. 

I'D LIKE TO SPEND A FEW fHNUTES CONSIDERING SOMETHING YOU 
KNOW ABOUT FROM PERSONAL EXPERIENCE - AND SOMETHING SA.DLY 
MISSING FROM THE WHITE HOUSE TODAY. I SPEAK OF LEADERSHIP. 
IT IS A RARE QUALITYJ DIFFICULT TO DEFINE PRECISELYJ BUT 
KNOWABLE THE MOMENT YOU SEE IT. IT SHOULDN'T BE CONFUSED 
WITH NOISEJ OR CHARM OR SLICK SLOGANS. 
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LEADERSHIP IS MORE THAN POLITICAL SKILL ALONE - HISTORY 
BOOKS ARE FILLED WITH THOSE WHO HOLD ONTO POWER WHILE 
BARGAINING AWAY LEGITIMACY. FOR OFFICE ALONE DOES NOT CONFER 
THE SPECIAL MORAL AUTHORITY THAT UNDERLINES TRUE LEADERSHIP. 

THE FACT ISJ LEADERSHIP IN OFFICE IS DIFFERENT FROM THE SKILLS 
REQUIRED TO WIN OFFICE. IT IS MORE THAN MERE VISIBILITY. 
IT IS MUCH MORE THAN PUBLIC RELATIONS GESTURES OR MEDIA 
MANIPULATION. ONE OF THE PROBLEMS OF THE CURRENT ADMINISTRATION 
IS THAT IT CAN'T UNDERSTAND THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN WINNING 
AN ELECTION AND LEADING A NATION. 

CALL IT NOSTALGIAJ CALL IT POLITICAL DISAGREEMENTJ THE 
WAVERING FOOT SOLDIERS OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY HAVE ALREADY 
CHOSEN A FIELD MARSHALL TO LEAD THEM BACK TO THE PROMISED 
LAND. HIS NAME IS TED KENNEDY. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 2 of 14



- 3 -

MY DIFFERENCES WITH SENATOR KENNEDY ARE NOT PERSONAL; 
FEW MEN IN AMERICAN PUBLIC LIFE ARE AS ACCOMPLISHED OR AS 
ARTICULATE AS HE. RJffHER OUR DISAGREEMEtlTS ARE POLITICAL 
AND PHILOSOPHICAL IN NATURE .. THEY GO TO THE VERY HEART OF THE 

POLICIES WE FOLLOW IN THE 1980'S AND BEYOND. 

SENATOR KENNEDY AND HIS SUPPORTERS WOULD BE SATISFIED TO 
SPEr1lD THE 80'S ON A PLATEAU ACHIEVED BY EARLIER GENERPJIONS. 

THEY'D BUILD NO NEW NUCLEAR POWER PLANTSJ WITHOUT TELLING 
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE THE TRUTH--THAT NO WAY EXISTS FOR US TO 
TURN OUR BACKS ON THIS VITAL SOURCE OF ENERGYJ AT LEAST IN 
THE NEXT FEW DECADES. 

THEY HAVE CONSISTENTLY OPPOSED ANY DECONTROL OF OIL AND 
NATURAL GAS PRICESJ PREFERRING TO PROMISE WHAT CANNOT BE 
DELIVERED--CHEAP ENERGY AT A TIME WHEN THE WORLD PRICE FOR . 
ENERGY IS SKYROCKETING. 
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THEY ARE SUSPICIOUS OF ECONOMIC GROWTH BECAUSE SUCH 
GROWTH MIGHT RESULT IN PROFITS} AND IN TlffIR NARR.mt 
GRIM VIEW OF AMERICA} PROFITS CAN BENEFIT m~LY THE RICH. 
THEY SEE NO NEED TO STIMULATE THE PRIVATE SECTOR} OR PROMOTE 
CAPITAL INVESTMENT: THEY PREFER TO LOOK UPON WASHINGTON AS 
THE ULTIMATE ARBITER OF WHO WORKS AND FOR WHAT. THEY 
PREFER} NOT A DYNAMIC PATTERN OF DISPERSED WEALTH) BUT THE 
STATUS QUOJ WHERE GOVERNMENT DICTATES PRICES AND DISCOURAGES 
INVESTMENT. 

I BELIEVE WE CAN SLOW INFLATION BY AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION 
TO PLACE LIMITS ON BOTH SPENDING AND TAXATION. BUT NOT 
SENATOR KENNEDY. I BELIEVE WE CAN PROTECT THE MIDDLE CLASS 
FROM INFLATIONARY PRESSURES BY INDEXING OUR TAX SYSTEM} 
MAKING SURE THAT A RAISE DOES NOT DIS,l\PPEAR INTO AN 
ARTIFICIALLY HIGHER BRACKET. BUT NOT SENATOR KENNEDY. 
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I BELIEVE WE CAN PASS A SYSTEM OF CPJASTROPHIC HEALTH INSURANCE 
TO REMOVE THE CLOUD OF DOUBT NOW HANGING OVER MILLIONS OF 
AMERICAN FAMILIES. BUT NOT SENATOR KENNEDY. WE CAN BEST 
HELP THE POOR BY ADOPTING A WELFARE SYSTEM STRESSING INCENTIVE 
OVER DEPENDENCE, REPLACING OPEN-ENDED MATCHI~G FUNDS WITH 
FIXED BLOCK GRANTS. BUT NOT SENATOR KENNEDY. 

I WANT TO USE THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO REVITALIZE AMERICA'S CITIES 
AND OPEN UP THE ONLY TRULY LASTING JOBS THAT CAN BENEFIT 
THE POOR. BECAUSE I BELIEVE IN MAKING PEOPLE INDEPENDENT 
OF GOVERNMENT. BUT NOT SENATOR KENNEDY. 

; 
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SEN. KENNEDY OFFERS NOSTALGIA AT A TIME WHEN WE NEED TO 
TURN AWAY FROM THE BURNT-OUT SOLUTIONS OF YESTERDAY. 

THEY WON'T REDUCE OUR 13.2% INFLATION RATE OR STRENGTHEN 
A DROOPING DOLLAR. THEY WON'T CREATE NEW JOBS, RESTORE OUR 
DECAYED CITIES OR GIVE HOPE TO PEOPLE WHO LEAD HOPELESS 
LIVES. 

IN 1980, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WI_LL BE GIVEN A CHOICE -
AS STP.RK AS ANY IN THIS CENTURY. ON THE ONE SIDE, THERE 
WILL BE IN ALL LIKELIHOOD TED KENNEDY - AN ATTRACTIVE, 
CHARISMATIC APOSTLE OF WHAT ONCE WORKED BUT DOESN'T WORK ANY-
MORE. THE LAST OF THE BIG SPENDERS. THE LAST NEW DEALER. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 6 of 14



- 7 -

AND ON THE OTHER SIDE - WHAT? HOW WILL WE RESPOND TO THE 
CRIES FOR FRESH IDEAS AND STRONG LEADERSHIP TO ONCE AGAIN 
STAND UP FOR THOSE THINGS THAT MAKE AMERICA UNIQUE. HOW 
WILL WE DEFINE LEADERSHIP? IS IT THE INSTANT MAGICIAN, WHO 
HUFFS AND PUFFS AND BLOWS THE PROBLEM DOWN - ONLY TO DISCOVER 
THAT PROBLEMS DON'T GET SOLVED THAT HAY? THAT'S COLORFUL. 
THE PRESS LOVES IT. IT SEEMS LARGER THAN LIFE. 

BUT PERHAPS REPUBLICANS OUGHT TO SHY AWA.Y FROM LARGER THM~ 
LIFE FIGURES, AND SEEK INSTEAD A PRESIDENT CAPABLE OF 
IMPROVING AVERAGE LIVES. A PRESIDENT WHO KNOWS HIS WAY 
AROUND CAPITOL HILL, WHO COMBINES WASHINGTON EXPERIENCE 
WITH A SENSE OF GRASSROOTS AMERICA. SOMEONE FAMILIAR WITH 
THE PITFALLS OF A NATIONAL CAMPAIGN, AND THE POTENTIAL OF 
PRESIDENTIAL LEADERSHIP. 
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FOR WHEN THE TUMULT DIES, AND THE BANDS STOP PLAYING AND 
THE BALLOONS HAVE ALL BEEN DROPPED, THERE REMAINS THE TASK 
OF GOVERNING AMERICA. THIS IS WHAT I WANT YOU TO PONDER. 
THIS, AND THE ISSUE OF WHAT KIND OF LEADERSHIP WE REPUBLICANS 
OFFER FOR THE 80'S. 

THE NEXT PRESIDENT WILL CONFRONT IMMENSE PROBLEMS, AT 
HOME AND ABROAD. _ONLY A LEADER WHOSE EXPERIENCE CAN PRODUCE 
SOLUTIONS, AND WHO IS TOUGH ENOUGH TO PROPOSE THE KIND OF 
NEW POLICIES THAT WILL TURN OUR ECONOMY .4ROUND - ONLY A 
PRESIDENT WHO IS UNAFRAID TO MAKE HISTORY CAN SUCCEED IN 
THE DANGEROUS DAYS AHEAD. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 8 of 14



- 9 -

AS SENIOR REPUBLICAN ON THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE, I 
WORK EVERY DAY ON THE TOUGH ISSUES OF IMFL/\TION P.ND 
RECESSION, ENERGY, HEALTH INSURANCE AND JOBS. OUR WORK 
DOESN'T ALWAYS WIN HEADLINES, BUT ITS IMPACT UPON THE LIVES 
YOU LIVE IS IMMENSE. 

NO ISSUE CUTS TO THE CORE OF OUR NATIONAL MALAISE LIKE 
RUNAWAY INFLATION. IT MAKES A TRIP TO THE SUPERMARKET OR 
GAS STATION A WEEKLY NIGHTMARE. IT CRIPPLES ECONOMIC 
GROWTH WHEN WE NEED DESPERP.TELY TO EXPAND OUR SAGGING ECOi.JOMY, 
IT UNDERMINES OUR VERY POSITION IN THE WORLD, ATTACKS OUR 
DOLLAR AND SAPS OUR NATIONAL SPIRIT. 

BUT IT DOESN'T HAVE TO BE THAT WAY. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 9 of 14



- 10 -

LET ME GIVE AN EXAMPLE OF AN IDEA I'M PROMOTING IN THE 
SENATE ft.ND ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL THAT CAN HAVE A DIRECT 
BENEFIT TO THE WAY YOU LIVE. IT'S CALLED TAX INDEXING, AND 
ITS THE BEST WAY I KNOW TO SAFEGUARD YOUR PURCHASING POWER 
IN THE FACE OF DOUBLE DIGIT INFLATION. 

SA.Y YOUR FAMILY OF FOUR EARNS FIFTEE~~ THOUS/1.ND DOLLP.RS P.. 

YEAR. YOUR BREADHitlNER GETS AN 8% R/\ISE. YOU'RE H/l.PPY 
TO KNOW YOU ARE AT LEAST STAYING CLOSE TO INFLATION. 
THEN YOU TALK TO YOUR TAX MAN AND DISCOVEq THAT YOUR RAISE 
HAS PUSHED YOU INTO A HIGHER BRACKET, AND YOU ACTUALLY WIND 
UP PAYING $258 MORE IN TAXES. 

THIS YEAR, 77% OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL SHARE YOUR 
PREDICAMENT. THEY'LL PAY ALMOST TWELVE BILLION DOLLARS MORE 
IN FEDERAL TAXES - A "WINDFALL PROFIT" TO GOVERNMENT IF 
EVER THERE WAS ONE. IT'S NOT FAIR, IT'S NOT PRODUCTIVE, 
AND IT SHOULDN'T BE ALLOWED TO CONTINUE. 
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IT'S A PERVERSION OF THE AMERICAN DREAM, AND IF WE 
REPUBLICANS BELIEVE IN ANYTHING, IT IS IN THE RIGHT OF 
EVERY MAN OR WOMEN TO MAKE OF THEMSELVES ALL THAT THEIR GOD-
GIVEN TALENTS PERMIT. 

INDEXING OUR TAX SYSTEM WILL STOP THE HOAX OF TAX CUTS 
EVERY ELECTION YEAR THAT DON'T REALLY CUT YOUR TAXES AT ALL, 
BUT BARELY KEEP PACE WITH THE CONSTANT SPIRAL IN CONSUMER 
PRICES. ALREADY, SIX STATES INDEX THEIR STATE TAX 
SYSTEMS. A RECENT POLL SHOWED 61% OF THOSE QUESTIONED 
SUPPORT THE IDEA. EVEN THE NEW YORK TIMES HAS ENDORSED 
MY INDEXING BILL. WE CAN PPSS SUCH A REFORM, BUT ONLY IF 
WE HAVE A LEADER WILLING TO PROMOTE IT TIRELESSLY FROM THE 
OVAL OFFICE ITSELF. 
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A LEADER WHO KNOWS HOW TO MAKE WASHIMGTON WORK CAN PASS A 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO CAP BOTH FEDERAL TAXING AND 
SPENDING. HE CAN AS I HAVE PROPOSED CUT GOVERNMENT DOWN TO 
SIZE - REDUCING THE REGULATIONS AND RED TPPE THAT INHIBIT 
NEW INVESTMENT AND NEW JOBSJ AND ADD TWENTY-FIVE HUNDRED 
DOLLARS TO THE COST OF A NEW HOME. 

HE CAN AS I HAVE PROPOSED TURN PRIVATE PRODUCERS LOOSE IN 
THE ENERGY FIELDJ AND PASS AN ENERGY DEVELOPMENT SU~TAX 
THAT GOES BACK INTO THE SEARCH FOR NEW OIL AND GASJ INSTEAD 
OF THE BOTTOM LESS PIT OF THE FEDERAL TREASURY . 

. .; .; 
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HE CAN AS I HAVE PROPOSED WIN PASSAGE OF A WELFARE REFORM 
ACT THAT WILL ENCOURAGE EXPERIMENTATION INSTEAD OF DEADENING 
MEDIOCRITY) AND GIVE THE STATES MAXIMUM INCENTIVE TO ACHIEVE 
SAVINGS. HE CAN ACHIEVE CATASTROPHIC HEALTH INSURANCE) 
REMOVING THE WORRY OF FINANCIAL COLLAPSE THAT CAN GO WITH 
LONG TERM ILLNESS IN THIS COUNTRY - WITHOUT CREATING A 
MASSIVE NEW FEDERAL BUREAUCRACY) OR RATIONING HEALTH CARE. 

ALL THESE THINGS CAN BE DONE) BUT ONLY IF WE HAVE LEADERSHIP . . 
LEft,DERSHIP NOT CONTENT WITH DAY TO DAY SURVIVAL) BUT BOLD 
ENOUGH TO ENLIST THE IDEALISM AND ENTHUSIASM OF THE YOUNG. 
LEADERSHIP TO GIVE US ONCE MORE A NATIONAL SENSE OF PURPOSE. 
LEADERSHIP THAT BELIEVES) NOT IN GOVERNMENT, BUT IN PEOPLE, 
NOT IN REGULATION BUT IN PRODUCTION) NOT IN PUBLICITY BUT 
IN COMMON SENSE. 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 13 of 14



-14-

LEADERSHIP THAT KNOWS FROM PERSONAL EXPERIENCE WHAT IT 
FEELS LIKE TO SUFFERJ TO OVERCOME GREAT ODDSJ AND PRESS 
ON IN THE FACE OF TOWERING ADVERSITY. 

IN 1980J WE REPUBLICANS CAN TURN AMERICA AROUND. WE HAVE 
THE TOOLS. WE HAVE THE WORLD'S FINEST TECHNOLOGYJ AND ITS 
GREATEST RESOURCES OF TALENT AND COMMITMENT. WE HAVE A 
PROUD HISTORY WITH EXPERIENCED LEADERSHIPJ AND A POSITIVE 
VISION FOR THE 1980SJ WE REPUBLICANS CAN WRITE A NEW CHAPTER 
TO MATCH THE REST. 

JOIN WITH MEJ YOU WHO HAVE GIVEN SO GENEROUSLY OF YOUR TIME 
AND TALENT. LET'S MAKE THIS COUNTRY WHAT SHE WAS ALWAYS 
MEANT TO BE - FREEDOM'S LAST BEST HOPE - A PLACE WHERE 
INDIVIDUALS STILL COUNT, AND COMMON SENSE STILL PREVAILS. 
LET'S TALk COMMON SENSE IN 1980J AMD THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 
WILL TURN AWAY FROM WHAT HAS FAILEDJ AND ENTRUST THEIR 
FUTURE TO A PARTY OF HOPEJ A PARTY OF OPTIMISM, A PARTY OF -
IDEAS, THE REPUBLICAN PARTY. 

# # # # # # # # # # # # ### # 
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