
WICHIATA.,KANSAS 
REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE 

DIRECTION FOR THE EIGHTIES 
AUGUST 21,· 1979 

SOMETHING IS AMISS IN AMERICA IN 1979 - SOMETHING WE 
CAN'T QUITE PUT OUR FINGER ON. THE AMERICAN PEOPLE ARE 
GROPING FOR ANSWERS, BUT THEIR LEADERS ARE ONLY GROPING. 

-AWARE OF OUR ENORMOUS POTENTIAL, WE SEEM UNCERTAIN OF 
OUR PURPOSE. 

~ WE HAVE INSTALLED IN THE WHITE HOUSE A DECENT MAN, 
i OF MORAL CONVICTION. BUT WE HAVE RECEIVED FROM HIM 

PRECIOUS LITTLE SENSE OF 'DIRECTION. PREACHINGS 
AND PRONOUNCEMENTS DO NOT ADD UP TO LEADERSHIP. 
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AND IT'S NOT SIMPLY PRESIDENT CARTER'S FAILURE TO LEAD THAT 
HAS BEDEVILED HIS ADMINISTRATION. HIS FAILURE IS AS MUCH 
POLITICAL AS IT IS PERSONAL. FROM THE STARTJ HIS CONTROL 
OVER THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY HAS BEEN TENUOUSJ THAT OF AN 
OCCUPYING FORCE RATHER THAN A HOME GUARD. HIS BEND OF HOME-
GROWN WARRIORS SEIZED THE DEMOCRATIC OOMINATION WITH 

- BREATH-TAKING TACTICS. BUT IN POWERJ HE HAS TRIED TO 
MAKE HIS GEORGIA TACTICIANS INTO FIVE-STAR GENERALS; 
IS IT ANY WONDER THAT MILLIONS OF DEMOCRATS WANT ANOTHER 
MAN TO FIGHT THEIR BATTLES? 

CALL IT NOSTALGIAJ CALL IT POLITICAL DISAGREEMENTJ THE 
WAVERING FOOT SOLDIERS OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY HAVE 
ALREADY CHOSEN A-FIELD MARSHALL -TO LEAD THEM BACK TO 
THE PROMISED LAND. 

: . . 
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THE MONEYJ THE INTELLIGENSIAJ THE GRASSROOTS STRUCTURE OF 
THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY ALL CRY OUT FOR TED KENNEDY'S 
NOMINATION. IN ALL LIKELIHOODJ THEY WILL GET WHAT THEY 
WANT. 

HOW FAR THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY HAS COME IN A GENERATION. 
A QUARTER CENTURY AGOJ ADLAI STEVENSON ROUSED MILLIONS 
WITH HIS CRY "WE MUST LOOK FORWARD TO GREAT TOMORROWS". 
TODAYJ HOWEVERJ ORGANIZATION DEMOCRATS ARE LOOKING AT THE 
FEET OF A MAN WHO PROCLAIMS WE MUST LIVE OFF GREAT MEMORIES. 

LET ME GIVE YOU A PRIME EXAMPLE OF WHAT I MEAN. 
THREE WEEKS AGOJ IN A MAJOR ADDRESS BEFORE THE NATIONAL 
URBAN LEAGUEJ SENATOR KENNEDY DESCRIBED HIS ALTERNATIVE 
ENERGY PROGRAM. HE CALLED FOR .MANDATORYJ GOVERNMENT-
ORDERED _ CONSERVATION -OF EXISTING _: SUPPtlES-~ AND~=- OH ~ ., 
YES -: --IN ONE SENTENCE BURIED_ON PAGE THREEJ HE THREW -
A BONE TO THE FREE ENTERPRISE-SYSTEM AS A DEVELOPER OF _ 
AlTERNAJJVE -ENERGY --SOURCES I -

; . . 

-- - - ' ~-- -:..:. -~ - -

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 3 of 13



-4-

NOWJ NG ONE'S AGAINST CONSERVATION -- IT SHOULD BE 
AN IMPORTANT PART OF ANY ENERGY PROGRAM WE ADOPT. 
BUT DO YOU WANT TO ENTRUST CONSERVATION TO THE SAME 
BUREAUCRATS WHO BROUGHT US GAS LINES AND A VIRTUAL 
SHUTDOWN OF THE NATION'S TRUCKING INDUSTRY? DO THE 
PEOPLE OF ·wiCHITA WISH TO SURRENDER THEIR FUTURE TO THE . 
DoE CREW? I WONDER. 

STOP AND THINK: WHAT DO HIS POLICIES OF RETRENCHMENT 
MEAN FOR THE AVERAGE AMERICAN'? THEY MEAN AN ECONOMY COME TO 
A DEAD HALT. SENATOR KENNEDY AND HIS SUPPORTERS WOULD 
BE SATISFIED TO SENDTHE 80'S ON A PLATEAU ACHIEVED BY 
EARLIER GENERATIONS. THEY"D BUILD NO NEW NUCLEAR POWER 
PLANTSJ WITHOUT TELLING THE AMERICAN PEOPLE THE TRUTH --
THAT NO WAY EXISTS FOR US TO ~TURN OUR BACKS ON THIS VITAL 
SOURCE OF ENERGY J AT LEAST IN THE NEXT FEW DECADES . . 

-·-~ -

.. - . 

-·-- ...... _ --:. _ .... _,__ ....... ...,._ ~ ·------- - . ... . ... 
- -·- -

.:......- _ ::z 

. 
i . 

-- ·' -
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THEY HAVE CONSISTENTLY OPPOSED ANY DECONTROL OF OIL AND 
NATURAL GAS PRICESJ PREFERRING TO PROMISE WHAT CANNOT BE 
DELIVERED -- CHEAP ENERGY AT A TIME WHEN THE WORLD 
PRICE FOR ENERGY IS SKYROCKETING. 

THEY ARE SUSPICIOUS OF ECONOMIC GROWTH BECAUSE SUCH 
GROWTH MIGHT RESULT IN PROFITSJ AND IN THEIR NARROWJ 
GRIM VIEW OF AMERICAJ PROFITS CAN BENEFIT ONLY THE RICH. 
THEY SEE NO NEED TO STIMULATE THE PRIVATE SECTORJ OR 
PROMOTE CAPITAL INVESTMENT; THEY PREFER TO LOOK UPON WASHINGTON 
AS THE ULTIMATE ARBITER OF WHO WORKS AND FOR WHAT. 
THEY PREFERJ NOT A DYNAMIC PATTERN OF DISPERSED WEALTHJ 
BUT THE STATUS QUOJ WHERE GOVERNMENT DICTATES PRICES AND 
DISCOURAGES INVESTMENT. 

"'- t . . 
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THE BOTTOM LINE IS SIMPLE.: SENATOR KENNEDY AND OTHERS 
PERCEIVE THE BO'S TO BE A TIME OF LIMITED EXPECTATIONS~ 
TO BE MET BY AND THROUGH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. TO THEM~ 
SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL UNLESS IT'S THE WASHINGTON BUREAUCRACY. 

ENERGY AND THE POLITICS OF POTENTIAL 

I COULDN'T DIS.AGREE MORE. I PERCEIVE THE YEARS AHEAD 
TO BE A TIME OF UNLIMITED POTENTIAL. BUT ONLY IF WE 
STOP LISTENING TO THE PROPHETS OF ECONOMIC DOOM AND 
RETURN TO THE PRODUCTIVE WAYS THAT HAVE MADE US THE 
GREATEST NATION ON THE FACE OF THE EARTH. 

ONLY IF WE HAVE AN ECONOMY DYNAMIC ENOUGH -TO INCLUDE THE 
ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED. ONLY IF WE PROMOTE A RELATIONSHIP -BETWEEN -- THE PUBLIC AND f>RIVATE_ SECTOR THAT EMPHASIZES 

.... p .. 

-PRODUC:fIVITY OVER -REGULATIONi TO .-THE INDEPENDENT PRODUCERr 
I SAY: I WANT YOU. TO · HAVE: TH[ TOOLS TO DO YOUR JOB-i-: 
THAT MEANS .A WINDFALL .PROFITS TAX THAT ENCOURAGEs-~PRODUCERS -~ 

INSTEAD . OF-7~ PUNI SHJNG~~JHEM~.~ THAT. MEANS .. REASSERfi NG.;;OUR? 
BASIC .FAITH IN .THE -FREE MARKETPLACE~ WHERE - THE '1JENIUS:-OF~~ 

INDUSTRIAL AMERI-CA~ "WAITS TO B[-UNtEASED.· 
' l 
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WHEN IT COMES TO COAL, OR NUCLEAR POWER, WE MUST BE 
WILLING TO ACCEPT TEMPORARY TRADE-OFFS BETWEEN ENERGY SELF 
SUFFICIENCY AND A PERFECTLY PRISTINE ENVIRONMENT. IT IS 
A DIFFICULT DECISION TO ACCEPT .. BUT WE HAVE NO RIGHT TO 
ASK THE AMERICAN PEOPLE TO MAKE EVEN THAT SACRIFICE IF 
THEY ARE GIVEN NO PLAN OF ENERGY DEVELOPMENT IN THE SHORT 
AS WELL AS LONG RUN. 

RIGHT NOW, WE CAN CONVENE A NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY SUMMIT, 
BRINGING TOGETHER PRODUCER NATIONS LIKE CANADA AND 
MEXICO TO CHART A UNIFIED COURSE TOWARD HEMISPHERIC ENERGY 
POLICY, AND AVOID THE KIND OF SELF-DEFEATlrtl PRIDE THAT 
DESTROYED LAST YEAR'S ROUND OF NEGOTIATIONS ON MEXICAN OIL 
AND NATURAL GAS. WE CAN ALSO ADOPT TAX INCENTIVES TO 
PROMOTE FASTER DEVELOPMENT OF GASOHOL, SOLAR, GEOTHERMAL, 
AND OTHER ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SOURCES . . 

· --~:: . . " -~ 
- - ._ : :. ' -. . . ; -;_. - - --- - ~------ - _ _ __ ,,, .. ..--y-,._.... .. -~- ..... - ..__,..,.. ...... 

·.:. . - - ..... _. - - - .. _ - - -·· .. 
-.- . - . . ~-- ' ~--- ~ 

- . - -
--: --· - · · - ~ · - ----.r:--- - · · .. '.": 

- -· . . 

: . . 
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I BELIEVE IN THE MARKET PLACE; SENATOR KENNEDY BELIEVES 
IN WASHINGTON. I BELIEVE IN PRODUCTION; SENATOR KENNEDY 
BELIEVES IN CONTROL. 

. . ... ·· ··· . . ... . . 

THE DANGERS OF CONFORMITY 

AND IT'S NOT JUST IN THE ENERGY FIELD WHERE KENNEDY 
NOSTALGIA THREATENS FUTURE GROWTH. LET GOVERNMENT . 
TAKE OVER THAT TASK OF PROVIDING COMPREHENSIVEJ MANDATORYJ 
UNIVERSAL HEALTH INSURANCEJ HE SAYS. CREATE NEW STATE 
AND FEDERAL BUREAUCRACIES. RUN THE RISK OF RATIONING 
HEALTH CARE. MANDATE A GRAY UNIFORMITY THROUGHOUT 
THE NATION'S HOSPITALS AND CLINICS. MAKE EVERYTHING 
THE SAMEJ AND IT'S BOUND TO BE BETTER. 

~ . . 
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WELL I DISAGREE. IN RUSSELLJ I LEARNED TO APPRECIATE 
PEOPLE AS INDIVIDUALS AND -NOT AS NUMBERS ON A GRAPH . 

IN 18 YEARS IN WASHINGTONJ I'VE NEVER FORGOTTEN WHERE I 
CAME FROMJ OR WHO SENT ME THERE. SENATOR KENNEDY TALKS 
ABOUT "THE PEOPLE". IN HIS MINDJ "THE PEOPLE" WANT LESS 
ECONOMIC GROWTH AND MORE GOVERNMENT DICTATION. WELLJ THE 
PEOPLE I KNOW -- AND I THINK I KNOW A LITTLE MORE ABOUT THE 
STRUGGLES OF AVERAGE AMERICANS THAN SENATOR KENNEDY --
ARE A LOT MORE OPTIMISTIC ABOUT OUR ABILITY TO HAND 
TO OUR CHILDREN BETTERJ MORE PROSPEROUSJ MORE PEACEFUL 
WORLD. THEY SHARE A CONVICTION THAT AMERICA'S BEST DAYS 
STILL LIE AHEAD -- IF WE TURN AROUND THE TREND TOWARD 
OMN d!POTENT J INTRUSIVE GOVERNMENT I 

' -

t 
• I 
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AN ECONOMY OE GROWTH 

I BELIEVE WE CAN SLOW INFLATION BY AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION 
TO PLACE LIMITS ON BOTH SPENDING AND TAXATION. 
BUT NOT SENATOR KENNEDY. I BELIEVE WE CAN PROTECT THE 
MIDDLE CLASS FROM INFLATIONARY PRESSURES BY INDEXING OUR 
TAX SYSTEM) MAKING SURE THAT A RAISE DOES NOT DISAPPEAR 
INTO AN ARTIFICIALLY HIGHER BRACKET) BUT NOT SENATOR 
KENNEDY. 

I BELIEVE WE CAN PASS A SYSTEM OF CATASTROPHIC HEALTH 
INSURANCETO REMOVE THE CLOUD OF DOUBT NOW HANGING OVER 

MILLIONS OF AMERICAN FAMILIES. BUT NOT SENATOR KENNEDY. 
WE-CAN BEST HELP -THE POOR BY ADOPTING A WELFARE 
SYSTEM STRESSING INCENTIVE OVER DEPENDENCE) REPLACING 

" OPEN-ENDED MATCHING FUNDS WITH FIXED BLOCIC.fiRANTS .. .. BUT - -
NOT SENATOR KENNEDY. I BELIEVE IN ·MAKING PEOPLE INDEPENDENT 
OF~- GOVERNMENT: BUT-NOT SENATOR KENNEDY. 

. I - ; - • • - ~ • 

, . _ ,._• 
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RESTORING AMERICA'S PURPOSE 

THE FUTURE BECKONS~ MY FELLOW CITIZENS. IF WE ONLY UTILIZE 
OUR RESOURCES AND OUR GENIUS. WE HAVE THE MOST ADVANCED 
TECHNOLOGY) THE MOST SKILLED LABOR AND THE FINEST MINDS. 
WE HAVE CENTURIES OF RAW MATERIALS LITERALLY BENEATH 
OUR FEET. WE HAVE A POPULATION THAT IS TALENTED~ DECENT 
AND THIRSTY FOR A SENSE OF MISSION. · KAMSANSJLIKE THE 
REST OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLEJ WANT ONLY A LEADER TO 
GIVE SHAPE AND DIRECTION TO THEIR AMBITION. 

THEY KNOW THAT WE CAN PRODUCE OUR WAY OUT OF THE ENERGY 
CRISIS . . WE CAN PRODUCE A NATION WHOLE AGAINJ CONFIDENT 
AGAIN OF ITS PURPOSE AND ITS PATH IN THE WORLD. 

" '-, . 
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THE ROAD WE TAKE IN 1980 WILL CARRY US INTO A NEW CENTURY 
AND BEYOND. CHOOSE CAREFULLYJ MY FELLOW KANSANSJ BECAUSE 
IT IS A PATH TO WHICH WE COMMIT OUR CHILDREN AND THEIR 
CHILDREN. THE DIVERGENCE IS CLEARJ BETWEEN THOSE WHO 
WOULD SAY ENOUGH IS ENOUGHJ LET US ENJOY THE FRUIT OF 
PAST LABOR AND DIVIDE EQUALLY A NEVER EXPANDING PIEJ AND 
THOSE WHOJ LIKE MYSELFJ URGE US ONWARDJ TO THE DAY WHEN FREE 
ENTERPRISE SERVES ALL WITHOUT DISTINCTIONJ AND THE CRISIS 
OF THE 1970'S ARE REMEMBERED FOR WHAT THEY WERE --
SPURS TO NATIONAL GREATNESS. 

THE CHOICEJ MY FRIENDSJ LIES IN YOUR HANDS. 

# # # # # # # # 

·'-. t . . 

• - - • If' 

- ;. - - • - "7 - ~ 
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MEMORANDUM 8/20/79 

Senator, 
Cniise Palmer, former executive editor of 

the Kansas City Star, has asked if he could meet you 

either in Topeka or Kansas City the next time 

. you went through. It might be a good idea to 

give him a call. when you are back there. I 

haven't been able to get through to him and 

the Star office here doesn't seem to know what 

he might want to talk about. 

Bill K. 

Cniise Palmer 913-432..,.1316 · (Johnson Co.) 
!.-

-- .. -. 

__ . ___ _. ... ";:: .... .. - ----- ....... -

. ·.; ~ 

• 
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