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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOUB DOLE

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE V,F.W,
SALEM. NEW HAMPSHIRE

JUNE 23, 1979

IT IS ALWAYS AN HONOR AND PERSONAL PLEASURE FOR ME TO STAND
BEFORE AN AUDIENCE SUCH AS THIS, AND TO RENEW OLD AND CHERISHED

TIES WITH THE FRONTLINE FORCES OF FREEDOM. WE HAVE MUCH IN
COMMON, YOU AND I. WE HAVE SACRIFICED YEARS OF OUR LIVES TO

THE DEFENSE OF THIS NATION WE LOVE. MANY OF US HAVE SEEN MEN
DIE AT OUR FEET. I CARRY WITH ME THE SCARS OF BATTLE. LIKE

SO MANY OF YOU., I KNOW FIRSTHAND THE HORRORS OF WARFARE.

AND SO IT IS THAT WE. WHO HAVE FOUGHT TO PRESERVE PEACE IN
THE PAST, MAINTAIN OUR VIGILANCE FOR PEACE IN TODAY’S WORLD.

WE ARE THE PROTECTORS OF PEACE. BUT IT IS A LASTING PEACE

WE SEEK. IT IS A PEACE BETWEEN EQUALS. NOT THE PEACE OF
RETREAT OR ABSTENTION., WE AGREE WITH THE WORDS OF DOUGLAS
MACARTHUR., WHO WARNED AMERICA THAT APPLASEMENT ONLY BEGETS NEW
AND BLOODIER WAR.

Page 1 of 12
c019_025_027_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives ku.edu

FIRALLY, WE HAVE FOUGHT TO KEEP A GREAT NATION GREAT. T0
REFAIN IN THE FRONT RANK OF NATIONS, AMERICA MUST BE WILLING
10 SHOULDER GREAT RESPONSIBILITIES, SHE MUST BE WILLING TO
SPEND DOLLARS FOR DEFENSE OR ELSE PONDER THE PROSPECT OF
SPILLING BLOOD IN CONFLICT,

AMERICAN DEFENSE: AN IHPENDING CRISIS

WE LIVE OUR LIVES AT A DANGEROUS TIME, IN A DANGEROUS WORLD,
WE MAY NOT LIKE THAT FACT, BUT WE CANNOT DENY IT. IN TODAY'S

WORLD, DESTRUCTION IS BUT A PUSHBUTTON AWAY. IN SUCH A WORLD,
HORDS ALONE CANNOT GUARANTEE PEACE. ONLY STRENGTH INSURES

PEACE, IN A WORLD WHERE ARMIES AND WEAPONS SPEAK THE ULTIMATE
L ANGUAGE , |

OF COURSE, I DON'T HAVE TO REMIND ANYONE IN THIS ROOM AROUT
THE IFPORTANCE OF KEEPING AMERICA’S DEFENSE SECOND TO NONE.
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BUT LOOK AT THE RECENT RECORD: THE UNITED STATES NAVY 1S
DOKN TO LESS THAN 400 SHIPS, WHILE HUNDREDS OF OTHERS HAVE
BEEN SCRAPPED--ALMOST HALF THE ENTIRE FLEET IN THE LAST 18 . -
YEARS. WE'VE CANCELLED THE B-1 BOMBER. WE’VE DELAYED
DEVELOPMENT OF THE MX MISSILE. OUR ENTIRE STANDING ARMY HAS
FALLEN TO LESS THAN HALF THAT COMMANDED BY THE SOVIET UNION,
IN MUCH OF WESTERN EUROPE, OUR ARMOR IS OUTMODED, EVEN
OBSOLETE,

BLEAK AS THE CURRENT PICTURE IS, STOP AND THINK A MOMENT
ABOUT THE YEARS AHEAD,

YOU KNOW QUITE WELL THE LONG LEAD TIME INVOLVED WITH MILITARY

PLANNING, RESEARCH AND DESIGN, TESTING, PROCUREMENT AND

FINALLY DEPLOYMENT, IN FACT, IT TAKES BETWEEN TWO AND FIVE

YEARS FOR THE PREPARATION OF MOST WEAPONS SYSTEMS, WHOSE
LIFESPAN RARELY FALLS SHORT OF " FIVE TO TWENTY

YEARS. AS A RESULT, BECISIONS MADE TODAY WILL AFFECT AMERICA’S

STRENGTH TOFMORROW. INDEED, ALLOCATIONS PAID TODAY. WILL INLUENCE

NOT ONLY OUR SECURITY, BUT ALSO OUR DIPLOMACY YEARS AND DECADES
FROM NOW,
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IT 1S FOR THIS VERY REASON THAT 1 AM SO CONCERNED BY A RECENT
CIA STUDY COMPARING SOVIET AND AMERICAN DEFENSE EFFORTS.

THE AGENCY FOUND TOTAL SOVIET MILITARY EXPENDITURES LAST YEAR
SOME 25% TO 45% GREATER THAN THOSE OF THE UNITED STATES,
RUSSIA'S STRATEGIC BUDGET WAS THREE TIMES OURS, WHILE FUNDS
DIRECTED TO GENERAL PURPOSE FORCES--INCLUDING THE NAVY--WERE
A THIRD GREATER,

AND THAT IS ONLY THE BEGINNING, THE CIA FOUND IN STRATEGIC
FORCES, SOVIET EXPANSION OF THEIR ICBM'S, BOMBERS, AND
MISSILE-LAUNCHING SUBMARINES WAS™ AT 2% TIMES WHAT THE U.S.
ACHIEVED OVER THE PAST DECADE. IN GENERAL PURPOSE FORCES,
SOVIET EXPENDITURES HAVE EXCEEDED OURS SINCE THE VIETNAM
WITHDRAWAL DAYS OF 1970--AND THE GAP WIDENS WITH EACH SUCCESSIVE
YEAR., IN SUPPORT FORCES, THE MILITARY SPACE PROGRAMS, LOGICAL
SUPPORT, BORDER PATROLS, MILITARY ASSISTANCE AND CIVIL DEFENSE,
A TRADITIONAL AMERICAN LEAD IN OUTLAYS HAS BEEN NARROWED TO

THE POINT OF OVERALL EQUALITY,
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FINALLY, IN TERMS OF MILITARY INVESTMENT--THE BASIC INFRASTRUCTURE
UPON WHICH FURTHER MILITARY PROGRAMS ARE MOUNTED--THE SOVIETS
CURRENTLY SPEND ABOUT 80% MORE THAN THE U.S. THIS HAS SPECIAL
SIGNIFICANCE SINCE IT INDICATES A CONTINUATION OF THE SOVIET
MILITARY BUILDUP THROUGHOUT THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE, WHAT DO

ALL THE NUMBERS ADD UP T0? TO ME THEY SPEAK WITH A LOUD AND
PERSUASIVE VOICE, THEY DEMONSTRATE THE KREMLIN'S DESIRE TO
PERSIST IN ACQUIRING LARGER AND MORE MODERN AND CAPABLE MILITARY

FORCES, THEY BESPEAK A NATION LESS INTENT ON PEACEFUL CO-
EXISTENCE THAN MILITARY DOMINATION,

OVERALL, THE SOVIETS WILL OUTSPEND THE U.S. ON DEFENSE BY SOME
$50 BILLION THIS YEAR ALONE. AND IT'S NOT JUST THE TREND TOWARD
SOVIET MILITARY SUPERIORITY THAT WORRIES ME; THEY'RE USING ALL
THOSE WEAPONS, MY FRIENDS, THE PLANES AND TANKS AND ARTILLERY
AND GUNS AREN'T SITTING IN WAREHOUSES IN SIBERIA. THEY'RE CHEWING
UP THE SOIL OF EAST AFRICA. THEY'RE BEING MANNED BY CUBAN
MERCENARIES TO DESTABILIZE GOVERNMENTS IN THAT CRITICAL CONTINENT,
THEY'RE ROLLING ACROSS THE PLAINS OF AFGHANISTAN, THEY'RE
POISED NEAR THE BORDER OF IRAN., THEY ARE MOUNTED IN MISSILE SILOS,

AIMED AT EUROPE, THE MIDDLE EAST, CHINA AND JAPAN, AND--YES--
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ITSELF,
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AHD WHAT OF OUR RESPONSE TO THIS OMINOUS TREND? WHAT KIND

OF LEADERSHIP HAVE WE OFFERED TO THE FREE WORLD? IN THE FAR
EAST, THE UNITED STATES HAS DROPPED A FAITHFUL ALLY IN TAIWAN

IN A CAVALIER AWD SECRETIVE MANNER., A FEW MONTHS LATER WE
FATLED TO SUPPORT EVEN WITH WORDS OUR NEW FRIENDS THE CHINESE,
WHEN THEY UNDERTOOK TO TEACH VIETNAM A LESSON., OUR FORMER ALLY,
[RAN, IS NOW AGAINST US AND AN INVITING TARGET FOR SOVIET
ADVENTURISM.  OLD FRIENDS LIKE MEXICO ARE BALKING AT HIGHHANDED

TREATMENT FROM WASHINGTON, AND TRADITIONAL EUROPEAN ALLIES SHAKE
THEIR HEADS IN WONDER AT AMERICA'S INDECISION IN THE FACE OF

THE SOVIET BUILD-UP,

TOO MANY SO-CALLED EXPERTS IN OUR CAPITAL ARE SCARED TO DEATH
AT THE PROSPECTS OF OFFENDING THE SOVIETS. THEY SEEM MORE
FRIGHTENED BY THE THOUGHT OF SOVIET WOUMDED FEELIHGS THAN
SOVIET ADVANCES ABRCAD. THEY SEEM TO THINK THAT AMERICA
WITHDRAW INTO IMPOTENT ISOLATION. EVER SINCE VIETNAM, SOME
POLICYMAKERS SEEM TO BELIEVE THAT, IF ONLY WE LEFT THE REST

OF THE WORLD ALONE, WE MIGHT STICK OUR HEAD IN THE SAND 4ND

GO ABOUT OUR BUSINESS., THE RESULT IS, WE HAVE BEEN ABANDONING

OUR FRIENDS WHO COULD HELP US AND SUPPORTING THOSE WHO CANNOT
AND WILL NOT HELP US.
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WELL, I'M TIRED OF APOLOGIZING FOR BEING THE GREATEST HATION
IN THE WORLD, SOME PEOPLE MAY HAVE FORGOTTEN THE FACT BUT
NOT ME: THE FACT THAT WE AMERICANS REMAIN THE LAST, BEST
HOPE OF FREEDOM IN THIS WORLD, WE RESCUED EUROPE FROM
TOTALITARIAN DICTATORS--TWICE--NOT BECAUSE WE SOUGHT AN
EMPIRE, OR WORLDLY WEALTH. QUITE THE OPPOSITE; WE BAILED

A SHATTERED CONTINENT OUT BECAUSE WE BELIEVED FREEDOM TO BE

PREFERABLE TO TYRANNY, WE HAVE SOUGHT TO PROTECT SMALL NATIONS
FROM LARGE ONES WHICH WOULD ENSLAVE THEM. AND IF THE DAY EVER

COMES WHEN AN AMERICAN PRESIDENT LACKS EITHER THE COURAGE OR
THE MILITARY RESOURCES TO STAHD TRUE TO OUR IDFALS, THEN WE

MAY NOT LIVE TO SECONﬁiGUESS HIS TIMIDITY,
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SALT_IN A LARGER CONTEXT

I MENTION ALL THIS, ALL THE SETBACKS, ALL THE DEFENSE CUTS, '
ALL THE CONFUSION AND DRIFT IN WASHINGTON, BECAUSE THE TIME
APPROACHES WHEN MY COLLEAGUES AND I IN THE UNITED STATES

SENATE WILL TAKE UP THE MOST IMPORTANT SINGLE TREATY SINCE
WOODROW WILSON CAME BACK FROM PARIS WITH THE TREATY OF

VERSAILLE IN 1819, LIKE WILSON, PRESIDENT CARTER IS ALREADY
TELLING THE SENATE THAT THIS TREATY MUST BE ADOPTED IN ITS

ERTIRETY, WITHOUT AMENDMENT OR RESERVATION,

AND EVERYONE KNOWS WHAT HAPPENED TO WILSON AMND, WITH ‘HIM, TO
THE PEACE OF THE MODERN WORLD,

I WILL NOT BE BLACKMAILED INTO VOTING FOR ANYTHING.
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RAISING SOME QUESTIONS ABOUT SAl

THE SENATE WILL NOT BE VOTING ON THE PRINCIPLE OF ARMS
CONTROL--WHO CAN OPPOSE THAT? WE WILL, HOWEVER, BE ASKED

T0 RATIFY OR REJECT A COMPLEX AND HIGHLY TECHNICAL TREATY--
CONTAINING LITERALLY THOUSANDS OF SPECIFICS WHICH, PUT

TOGETHER IN FINAL FORM,WILL CRITICALLY AFFECT THE FUTURE
SECURITY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE,

I WON'T BOMBARD YOU WITH ALL MY QUESTIONS ABOUT SALT II.

BUT 1 DO WANT YOU TO BE AWARE OF SEVERAL WHICH MUST BE
ANSWERED TO MY SATISFACTION,

FIRST, WE MUST NOT ACCEPT ANY ARMS LIMITATION AGREEMENT
THAT MIGHT PERMANENTLY WEAKEN AMERICA’S POSITION AS A GREAT
POWER. AS I’'VE ALREADY POINTED OUT, THE

SOVIET UNTON HAS SUBSTANTIALLY AUGMENTED ITS MILITARY FORCES
OVER THE LAST 15 YEARS. CAN WE SAY THE SAME OF THE AMERICAN

DETERRENT WHEN THE SOVIETS OUTSPEND US 3 TO 1 IN STRATEGIC
FORCES?
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WE MUST ALSO TAKE INTO CONSIDERATION THE EFFECTS OF TEN
YEARS OF SALT NEGOTIATIONS ON THE TWO SIDES’ APPROACH TO
DEFENSE.  THE SOVIETS HAVE MOLDED THEIR DEFENSE STRUCTURE-- ©
AND DETERMINED THEIR BARGAINING POSITION--WITH SALT IN MIND.

SALT HAS NOT INTERFERRED WITH ANY SOVIET DEFENSE PROGRAMS.
CAN WE SAY THE SAME ABOUT OUR OWN PREPAREDNESS?

BY CONTRAST, THE UNITED STATES HAS FOLLOWED A POLICY OF
ARMS RESTRAINT, AS WE BELIEVED BY SETTING
A GOOD EXAMPLE, WE MIGHT PERSUADE NATIONS TO FOLLOW OUR LEAD.

WELL, MY FRIENDS, THE-MODERN WORLD DOESN’T WORK THAT- WAY,

WE MIGHT WISH IT WOULD, BUT WE HAVE TO ACCEPT THE HARSH REALITY
THAT STRENGTH RESPECTS ONLY STRENGTH, WE HAVE TO ASK TOUGH
QUESTIONS ABOUT VERIFICATION; ABOUT THE BACKFIRE BOMBER, ABOUT
SHARING OUR TECHNOLOGY WITH OUR ALLIES. WE HAVE TO EYAMINE

THE BALANCE OF STRATEGIC AND CONVENTIONAL FORCES AND MAKE
CERTAIN THAT NOTHING IN SALT II WILL ERODE AMERICA’S POSITION
ABROAD,
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WE SEEK THE PEACE OF FREEDOM, OF REALISM, OF A PROTECTIVE
ATTITUDE TOWARD THE FRIENDS OF LIBERTY THE WORLD QVER., IT
IS NOT THE PEACE OF OPPORTUNISM, IT IS NOT THE PEACE OF
THE GRAVE,

[HE_SENATE'S ORLIGATIONS

I HAVE YET TO DECIDE HOW I WILL VOTE ON THE SALT TREATY. BUT
I CAN ASSURE YOU OF THIS: IF A UNITED STATES SENATOR HAS A
SINGLE OVERRIDING FUNCTION, IT IS TO PROMOTE THE COMMON
WELFARE IN A SECURE STATE. THERE CAN BE NO BLOSSOMING OF
INDIVIDUAL TALENTS IN A STATE WHERE INDIVIDUALISH IS -
DISCOURAGED. THERE CAN BE NO PEACE WITHOUT STRENGTH._ THAT
I'S THE BOTTOM LINE ON SALT II.

TO US, MUCH IS GIVEN, FROM US, MUCH IS EXPECTED, IN THE

WEEKS TO COME, LET US REMEMBER THOSE FACTS OF MODERN LIFE,

LET US REMEMBER ALSO OUR OBLIGATIONS TO GENERATIONS OF AMERICANS
YET T0 COME. FOR WE WILL DECIDE THE KIND OF WORLD IN WHICH

THEY LIVE,
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YOUR WaOLE LIVES ARE DEDICATED TO AMERICA. YOU EAVE NEVER
LET US DOWN, AND 1 HAVE NO INTENTION OF LETTING YOU DOWN,
WITH YOUR INTEREST AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN THIS GREAT & °
NATIONAL DEBATE, WE WILL NOT FAIL. WE WILL LIVE UP TO OUR
IDEALS, AND KE WILL PRESERVE A PEACE THAT 1S GENUINE AND
LASTING.

IT WAS THE GREAT PHILOSGPHER PLATO WHO SAID “ONLY THE DEAD
HAVE SEEN THE END OF WAR.” ONE DAY, WE DREAM THAT TH
LIVING, TOO, SHALL HAVE SEEN WAR’S END, AND THAT 1S WHY WE
PROMOTE AN AMERICA STRONG EROUGH TO SECURE PEACE AS.MELL AS
WAGE VAR, :
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