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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE

JUST P
SUNDAY, MARCH 25, 1979

YOU CALL YOURSELVES THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. MANY OF YoOU HAVE‘;‘;R?
RECENT ANCESTORS WHO FLED FROM EUROPEAN OPPRESSION, DISCRIMINATI
WAR AND POVERTY. LIKE MOST AMERICANS YOU HAVE PRIDE FOR AND A
COMMITMENT TO YOUR ETHNIC HERITAGE, EXPRESSED IN A KEEN AND

ABIDING INTEREST IN FOREIGN POLICY IN GENERAL, AND IN PARTICULAR

TOWARDS ISRAEL, THAT OTHER HAVEN FOR THE OPPRESSED AND THE
DISPOSSESSED. I AM DEEPLY HONORED TO SHARE YOUR DEDRICATION TO

A STRONG, A FREE, AND A PERMAMENT ISRAEL.,
A CALl FOR COURAGE

IF WE HAVE LEARNED ANYTHING IN RECENT MONTHS IT IS THAT A
PRESIDENT MUST PROVIDE LEADERSHIP TO WHICH THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
CAN RESPOND. NOWHERE IS THAT TRUER THAN IN FOREIGN POLICY, IT
WAS EVIDENT BY ITS ABSENCE IN IRAN AND AFRICA. IT WAS STRIKINGLY
EVIDENT BY ITS SUCCESS IN PRESIDENT CARTER’S RECENT TRIP TO

EGYPT AND ISRAEL,

THAT LEADERSHIP MUST GIVE FOCUS TO THE RISING DEMAND FOR STAND-UP
DIPLOMACY IN SUPPORT OF OUR LEGITIMATE INTERESTS.

Page 1 of 15
c019_024_021_all_Alb.pdf



This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

-2~

WHEN CHALLENGED ON THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE WE MUST RESPOND,

WE MUST FACE THOSE WHO WOULD SHOVE US ASIDE OR THEY WILL DO
JUST THAT,

THE SOURCE OF THE CHALLENGE IS NO MYSTERY. THERE IS ONLY ONE
IMPERIALIST COUNTRY LEFT IN TODAY'S WORLD--ITS NAME IS THE
SOVIET UNION. RUSSIA ITSELF, SEEKS CONSTANTLY TO EXPAND ITS

INFLUENCE AND POWER., BUT IT ALSO ACTS VIOLENTLY THROUGH ITS
TWO AGENTS, CUBA AND VIETNAM,

THIS IS A FACT WHICH WE OVERLOOK AT OUR OWN PERIL. YET WE
HAVE OVERLOOKED THE HARD REALITY OF SOVIET IMPERIALISM,

WE HAVE OVERLOOKED THE BITTER TRUTH--THAT THE SOVIET UNION IS
AN AGGRESSIVE, EXPANSIONIST NATION ON THE MARCH--AND WE CAN ONLY

HOPE TO RESPOND FROM A POSITION OF SUPERIOR STRENGTH AND
UNFLINCHING WILL.
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ISRAEL UNDERSTANDS THIS VERY WELL, WHICH IS ONE REASON AN

ISRAELI-EGYPTIAN PEACE TREATY TOOK SO LONG TO NEGOTIATE. THIS
TREATY 1S, PERHAPS, AN EXCELLENT FIRST STEP TOWARD REAL PEACE.

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THIS PEACE. TOMORROW WE FORMALIZE IT. BUT
FOR THE FUTURE TOMORROWS THERE REMAIN PROBLEMS WHICH WE MUST

KEEP IN MIND, IT IS NOT ENOUGH FOR US TO RATIFY EUPHORIA. WE
MUST TURN OUR ATTENTION TO NEW DILEMMAS.

PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST.

THE WORDS SEEM TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE. [INDEED THE SENTIMENT IS

PREMATURE, BUT IT IS NOT PREMATURE TO REVIEW THE INGREDIENTS
FOR A SUCCESSFUL RECIPE IN THE MIDDLE EAST, ONE WHICH ALLOWED

THIS MUCH PROGRESS TOWARD PEACE TO BE MADE. IT IS NOT PREMATURE
TO BEGIN APPLYING THE LESSONS LEARNED ON THE LARGER WORLD STAGE

AND AFFECTING THE WORKINGS OF U.S. FOREIGN POLICY AS A WHOLE.
WE WILL ESPECIALLY NEED THESE LESSONS WHEN IT COMES TIME TO

ADDRESS THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM.

ONE MAIN LESSON STANDS OUT. ONE ELEMENT MUST BE GRASPED. IN A
NUTSHELL, IT IS THAT AMERICAN STRENGTH AND DETERMINATION IS

NOT JUST A NEGATIVE FACTOR--A MEANS OF PREVENTING HORDES OF
ENEMY FORCES FROM OVERRUNNING OUR LANDS AND OUR ALLIES. RATHER

IT IS FIRST AND FOREMOST--IF USED PROPERLY--A POSITIVE FACTOR,
A MEANS OF CONTRIBUTING TO PEACE AND SECURITY ALL AROUND THE

WORLD.
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WHY IS THIS SO? PRIMARILY BECAUSE GAMBLES--AND ALL NEGOTIATIONS
ARE IN CERTAIN RESPECTS GAMBLES--MUST BE GROUNDED ON A FIRM

FOUNDATION. IN THE MIDDLE EAST, THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTION FOR
DIRECT AMERICAN PARTICIPATION IN THAT FOUNDATION., LET’S

REVIEW THE RECORD TO SEE WHY,

A LESSON PAINFULLY LEARNED

INITIALLY THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION TRIED TO MAKE PEACE IN THE
MIDDLE EAST ON THE CHEAP, THE NEW TEAM TRIED TO LIMIT AMERICA’S
ROLE TO ONE OF CO-CHAIRMAN OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. AMAZINGLY
ENOUGH, WE TRIED TO LOWER OUR STANCE, TO ADOPT A POSITION NO
HIGHER THAN THE SOVIET UNIONSS.

WE WOULD REMAIN AS THE PRIMARY MILITARY, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL
BACKER OF ISRAEL. BUT WE WOULD OPT OUT OF THE PEACE PROCESS
ONCE THE GENEVA CONFERENCE ROOM FILLED. WE WOULD BECOME JUST
ANOTHER OF MANY PARTICIPANTS.
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BUT SADAT AND BEGIN WERE SHREWD ENOUGH TO CATCH THE DRIFT AND
GRASP THE DANGER. SADAT DID NOT WANT A REDUCED U.S. ROLE;

HE DID NOT SUPPORT A U.S. WITHDRAWAL. HE DID NOT WANT AN
ELEVATED SOVIET ROLE. AND HE DID NOT CHERISH THE NOTION OF
SITTING ALONGSIDE THE P.L.0., THE SOVIETS, AND THE RADICAL
ARAB STATES ANY MORE THAN BEGIN LONGED TO SIT ACROSS THE TABLE
FROM THEM.

THEN AS NOW, BOTH SADAT AND BEGIN DESPERATELY NEEDED AMERICAN
MILITARY STRENGTH, AMERICAN ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE AND AMERICAN
POLITICAL COMMITMENT. ONLY BY LEANING ON WASHINGTON FOR
NECESSARY SUPPORT COULD THEY GAMBLE TO END THREE DECADES OF
BLOODSHED ON TERMS ACCEPTABLE TO THE MAIN PARTIES.

THE AGREEMENT LEADING TO THE SIGNING OF TOMORROW'S TREATY
ILLUSTRATES ONE INESCAPABLE FACT ABOUT THE WORLD TODAY. QUITE
SIMPLY, SMALLER NATIONS CANNOT AFFORD TO COMPROMISE THEIR
SECURITY UNLESS THEIR STRONGEST ALLY, THE UNITED STATES, SHOWS
ITSELF WILLING TO BECOME INVOLVED IN THE SETTLEMENT--AND WHAT
COMES AFTER.
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ISRAEL EXISTS ON THE THIN MARGIN OF SURVIVAL. SHE CANNOT
GAMBLE WITHOUT SOME BACKING IN SECURITY.

WITHOUT DOUBT, THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION LEARNED THE LESSON OF
THE POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION OF AMERICAN STRENGTH LATE IN THE GAME.

IT LOOKED AROUND THE WORLD AND REALIZED THE TRUTH OF WHAT MANY

OF US HAD BEEN SAYING FOR SOME TIME--THAT AMERICAN FIRE-POWER
AND WILL-POWER WERE ESSENTIAL FOR PRESERVING THE TYPE OF WORLD

WE WANT FOR OUR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN.

IT APPRECIATED THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EVENTS IT HAD PREVIOUSLY
THOUGHT UNRELATED. IT SAW HOW AN ANNOUNCED TROOP WITHDRAWAL

SCHEME FROM SOUTH KOREA TERRIFIED MANY ASIAN FRIENDS. IT
SAW HOW OUR SHABBY TREATMENT OF TAIWAN HAD SET OFF A HEATED

DEBATE IN ISRAEL. IT SAW HOW ROUGH HANDLING OF U.S. POLICIES
AND U.S. DIPLOMATS FROM AFGHANISTAN TO MEXICO CITY HAD SET

SIGNALS BEAMING AROUND THE WORLD THAT AMERICA IS A HAS-BEEN POWER.
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MOST IMPORTANT, IT SAW HOW THE FALL OF IRAN HAD UPSET
VIRTUALLY EVERYONE IN THE REGION. BOTH ISRAEL AND EGYPT
WERE BADLY SHAKEN. ISRAEL HAD RECEIVED OVER HALF ITS OIL
FROM IRAN, WHO CONTINUED THE FLOW EVEN DURING THE 1973
ARAB OIL EMBARGO, EGYPT, OF COURSE, LOOKED TO IRAN AS A

CLOSE ALLY; WHEN THE SHAH DEPARTED, HE IMMEDIATELY HEADED TO
CAIRO, WHERE HE WAS WARMLY RECEIVED, THE IRANIAN REVOLUTION

TERRIFIED THE SAUDIS, WHO'ARE FIERCELY ANTI-SOVIET AND HAVE
VOICED STRONG CONCERN OVER THE CONFUSING, CONTRADICTORY POLICIES

EMINATING FROM WASHINGTON THESE DAYS.

PERHAPS IT WAS THE FALL OF IRAN WHICH FINALLY SHOOK THE
CARTER ADMINISTRATION.

WHATEVER THE REASON, AT LEAST NOW OUR LEADERS ARE LEARNING

THE LESSON THAT ONLY AMERICAN DETERMINATION AND STRENGTH CAN
LEAD TO PEACE AND STABILITY AROUND THE WORLD,

THE ROAD TO A [ASTING PEACE

THE MIDDLE EAST TREATY SIGNALS THE FIRST REALIZATION OF THAT
LESSON,
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IT IS UP TO THE PRESIDENT WHETHER HE WILL CHOOSE TO UTILIZE
THIS OPPORTUNITY TO HIS, AND THE NATION'S, ADVANTAGE. HE HAS
AN OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN WITH THE NEW BIPARTISANS BEHIND A PROGRAM

OF MILITARY STRENGTH SECOND TO NONE AND A COHESIVE FOREIGN
POLICY THAT SOLIDIFIES EVERY FRIENDSHIP AND MAXIMIZES EVERY
ADVANTAGE.,

WE MUST REKINDLE THE LOST CONFIDENCE IN OUR ALLIES. WE MUST
NOT HESITATE TO PROJECT OUR MILITARY POWER, THE SYMBOL OF

OUR NATIONAL WILL AND PURPOSE. OUR ALLIANCES FOR MUTUAL
SECURITY AND FRIENDSHIP MUST BE REAFFIRMED. THE PAST DECADE
HAS SEEN US FALLING AWAY FROM A FIRM COMMITMENT TO OUR

ALLIANCE SYSTEMS, AS VARIOUS NATIONS HAVE SUCCUMBED TO INTERNAL
ECONOMIC PRESSURE OR OUTSIDE POLITICAL/MILITARY AGGRESSION.,
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WE MUST APPROACH THE UPCOMING DEBATE OVER A NEW SALT TREATY
WITH CAUTION, WITH IDEALISM TEMPERED BY THE COLD KNOWLEDGE

OF SOVIET ADVMNTURISM AND THE STEADY GROWTH OF THE SOVIET
MILITARY THREATN WE MUST NEVER FORGET THAT PERCEPTIONS OF
STRENGTH ARE OFTEN AS IMPORTANT AS STRENGTH ITSELF, AND MUCH
OF THE WORLD TODAY PERCEIVES AMERICA AS A NATION ON RETREAT
FROM ITS INTERNATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES,

IN THE WAKE OF THE VIETNAM FIASCO, MANY IN OUR GOVERNMENT ARE
CONVINCED THAT ISOLATION FROM THE WORLD IS REQUIRED IF THE

WORLD IS TO LIVE IN PEACE. THEY BELIEVE, IF IT SEEMS POSSIBLE,
THAT IF ONLY AMERICA WILL LEAVE THE REST OF MANKIND ALONE, THEN

PEACE WILL BREAK OUT AND PASSIONS WILL BE CALMED.

BUT THE WORLD IS NOT THAT SIMPLE, AND AMERICA IS NOT AN ENEMY
TO PEACE. IF WE WOULD ONLY WAKE UP TO THE FACTS; WE ARE STILL

THE WORLD'S STRONGEST DEMOCRACY, THE RICHEST ECONOMY, THE MOST
ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY. AS WE APPROACH THE TURBULENT MIDDLE EAST,

WE SHOULDN'T FORGET THE PITFALLS THAT OPEN IN THE SANDS THAT
HAVE FLOWED OVER SO MUCH HISTORY., BUT NEITHER SHOULD WE FORGET

OUR POTENTIAL TO MAKE PEACE--NOT A JERRY BUILT OR TEMPORARY
ARMISTICE, BUT A PEACE THAT WILL LAST BEYOND OUR TIME, AND INSURE

THE SURVIVAL OF ISRAEL FOR ALL TIME TO COME.
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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE, WE REALIZE THAT THE ROAD TO STABLE
PEACE AND SECURITY WILL BE A LONG AND WINDING ONE. THE
PRIMARY PROBLEM WILL REMAIN THE FUTURE OF THE PALESTINIANS
AND THE WEST BANK OR, AS PRIME MINISTER BEGIN CALLS IT, JUDEA
AND SAMARIA.

MUCH CAN BE SAID ABOUT THE ISSUE, AND COMPROMISE IS INEVITABLE
IF THERE IS TO BE ANY STABLE RESOLUTION OF THIS PROBLEM, OR
COMPLEX OF PROBLEMS. HOWEVER, THE STARTING POINT--AS WITH SO
MANY ISSUES OVER THE PAST THREE DECADES--MUST ACKNOWLEDGE THE
SECURITY OF ISRAEL‘:.THE P.L.0. CANNOT EXPECT TO CHAMPION THE
RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIANS AND AWAKEN THE WORLD’S CONSCIENCE
IF IT CONTINUES TO CALL FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF THE STATE OF
ISRAEL;:;WHEN IT IS WILLING TO LIVE PEACABLY ALONGSIDE THE
JEWISH STATE--THEN AND ONLY THEN--CAN THE WORLD, AND
PARTICULARLY THE AMERICANS AND ISRAELIS, ADDRESS THE IMPORTANT
QUESTION OF POLITICAL BOUNDARIES AND GOVERNMENT IN THE TERRITORY.

[T IS IMPORTANT TO REALIZE THAT THE ENTIRE PALESTINIAN ISSUE IS
ONE WHICH AROSE LARGELY BECAUSE OF ARAB INTRANSIGENCE., THIS IS

[N MARKED CONTRAST TO THE HOLIER-THAN-THOU STANCE MANY ARAB STATES
NOW ADOPT TOWARDS THEIR “PALESTINIAN BRETHREN,”
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WE ALL MAY PONDER WHY DIDN’'T THE ARAB STATES ACCEPT ALL
PALESTINIANS INTO THEIR SOCIETIES IN THE LATE 1940'S AND

EARLY 1950’S, RATHER THAN LEAVE THEM IN WRETCHED REFUGEE
CAMPS WHICH BREED DISCONTENTMENT AND MISERY AND SPAWNED |

AN ENTIRE GENERATION OF GUERRILLAS AND TERRORISTS? THINKING
OF OTHER SIMILAR SITUATIONS AROUND THE WORLD, ONE REMEMBERS
THOUSANDS OF EAST GERMANS FLEEING THE HORRORS OF MARXISM TO
FREEDOM IN THE WEST. NOT FOR A MINUTE DID THE WEST GERMANS
RELEGATE THOSE REFUGEES TO CAMPS. RATHER THEY ACCEPTED THEM
AND INTEGRATED THEM INTO THEIR SOCIETY AS FULL CITIZENS SINCE

THEY--LIKE THE PALESTINIANS AND THE ARABS--SPOKE THE SAME
LANGUAGE, SHARED THE SAME CULTURE AND FELT A DEEP SPIRITUAL

KINSHIP,

TERRITORIAL DISPUTES ARE NOT ENDED BY TOMORROW’S TREATY, INDEED
THEY HAVE JUST BEGUN. IN MY OPINION, THE GOLAN HEIGHTS SHOULD

BE PERMANENTLY INVESTED WITH A JOINT UN-ISRAELI PEACE KEEPING
MISSION-- NOT JUST A TOKEN FORCE BUT A FULL ESTABLISHMENT OF

MEN, EQUIPMENT AND PHYSICAL STRUCTURES THAT WOULD MAKE ANY SYRIAN
MILITARY SWEEP IMPOSSIBLE. I SUGGEST THAT VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS OR THEIR BRANCHES BE HEADQUARTERED IN THE HEIGHTS--
A NEW CITY OF PEACE AEKINSTITUTIONAL BLOCK  TO AGGRESSION BY

ANY FORCE--ONE IN WHICH ALL NATIONS OF THE WORLD WOULD HAVE A
STAKE.,
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THE ARAB CRY FOR AUTONOMY FOR THE WEST BANK AND GAZA PROVOKES
ANOTHER QUESTION: WHY WERE THOSE TERRITORIES NEVER GRANTED
POLITICAL AUTONOMY BETWEEN 1948 AND 1967, WHEN BOTH WERE IN
STRICTLY ARAB--NOT ISRAELI--HANDS? BY THE SAME TOKEN, WHY

DID WE NOT PRESS PRESIDENT SADAT TO GRANT ISRAEL RIGHTS TO OIL
PRODUCED IN THE VERY SINAI FIELDS DEVELOPED BY THE ISRAELIS,
INSTEAD, WE HAVE GUARANTEED ISRAEL’S ENERGY NEEDS, A SEEMINGLY
GENEROUS GESTURE THAT, IN FACT, HOLDS THE POTENTIAL FOR FUTURE
BITTERNESS AND FURTHER EROSION OF ISRAELI POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE.

SAUDI ARABIA HAS BEEN ONE OF THE MOST MORALISTIC OF THE MIDDLE
EAST COUNTRIES ON THESE ISSUES. THE MEDIA FREQUENTLY REFERS
T0 THE SAUDI KINGDOM AS A “VALUABLE U.S. ALLY” IN THE REGION,
AND INDEED, THEY ARE FIERCELY ANTI-SOVIET,
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YET THEY SEEM LESS THAN FIERCELY SUPPORTIVE OF OUR GOALS FOR
A REASONABLE AND PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT. EVEN THOUGH THE U.S.

EXPORTS TO SAUDI ARABIA SOME TWO-THIRDS OF ITS FOOD REQUIREMENTS
AND PROVIDES FOR MUCH OF ITS SECURITY AGAINST POSSIBLE OUTSIDE

THREATS, STILL THE SAUDIS HARSHLY CONDEMN THE ISRAEL-EGYPTIAN
PEACE TREATY. THE SAUDI PRESS CALLS FOR A HOLY WAR AGAINST

ISRAEL TO “REGAIN” THE BELOVED CITY OF JERUSALEM, AND THE
SAUDIS THREATEN TO CUT OFF THEIR FLOW OF OUR PETRODOLLARS TO

EGYPT. ONE'S PATIENCE WEARS A BIT THIN.

BUT OUR UNREQUITED LOVE FOR THE SAUDIS DEMONSTRATES ONE OF n.
BASIC MIDDLE EAST REALITIES--NAMELY THAT WHEN ALL IS SAID

AND DONE, ISRAEL WILL REMAIN OUR MAIN FRIEND AND ALLY IN THAT
VOLATILE REGION.

THE POINT IS OFTEN MADE THAT ISRAEL NEEDS THE UNITED STATES.
EQUALLY TRUE IS THE FACT THAT AMERICA NEEDS ISRAEL.
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THE JEWISH STATE IS, AFTER ALL, THE ONLY TRUE DEMOCRACY IN
THE REGION AND THE ONLY STABLE REGIME. EVERY OTHER STATE IN

THE REGION MAY BE CHANGED IN POLITICAL STRUCTURE. A WELL ARMED
BULLET COULD PLUNGE THE REGION INTO DEVASTATING WAR. IT

COULD FUNDAMENTALLY CHANGE A NATION’S INTERNAL STRUCTURE AND
INTERNATIONAL POLICIES, NASSAR AND SADAT ILLUSTRATE THE IMPORTANCE
OF FATE IN THE WORLD’S AFFAIRS. ISRAEL, ON THE OTHER HAND,

REMAINS A ROCK OF STABILITY AND PERMANENCE WHEREIN A CHANGE

OF GOVERNMENT DOES NOT MEAN A CHANGE IN SYSTEMS OF GOVERNMENT
OR BASIC INTERNATIONAL POLICIES.

[SRAEL REMAINS A MILITARY POWER, A STRATEGIC ASSET IN AN AREA
WHERE AMERICA--WITHOUT THE FRIENDSHIP OF IRAN--NEEDS ALL THE
STRATEGIC ASSETS IT CAN MUSTER, AND AN INTELLIGENCE CONDUIT
ON REGIONAL AND LARGER AFFAIRS,
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THE MORAL OBLIGATION

ISRAEL IS OUR FRIEND, SHE IS OUR ALLY. MORE THAN THAT, SHE
REMAINS WHAT SHE HAS ALWAYS BEEN--A TOWERING EXAMPLE OF MORAL

LEADERSHIP IN A WORLD THAT USUALLY PREFERS RULE OF THE AGGRESSIVE.

ISRAEL LIVES IN THE MNAME OF HUMAN DIGNITY. SHE CARRIES IN THE
HEART OF HER CONSTITUTIONAL AND POLITICAL STATE A MESSAGE THAT

IS PROFOUNDLY MORAL. IT IS NOT UNJUST TO SAY THAT AMERICANS
LOOK UP TO ISRAEL, FOR THE LIVING PROOF SHE PROVIDES THAT GOD

STILL ORDAINS MEN’S AFFAIRS, AND THAT MANKIND STILL HEEDS HIS
CALL.

IN THE WORDS OF POPE PAUL VI, "PEACE IS SOMETHING THAT IS BUILT

UP DAY AFTER DAY, IN THE PURSUIT OF AN ORDER INTENDED BY GOD,
WHICH IMPLIES A MORE PERFECT FORM OF JUSTICE AMONG MEN."

IT IS THAT PEACE THAT ISRAEL SEEKS FOR HER PEOPLE. IT IS THAT
PEACE THAT AMERICA MUST GUARANTEE. TO DO LESS WOULD BE A
BETRAYAL OF OUR PAST, AND OF OUR CLAIM TO SPEAK THE LANGUAGE
OF JUSTICE AND DECENCY. PEACE MUST COME TO THE MIDDLE EAST.
BUT IT MUST NOT BE THE PEACE OF THE DEAD.
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