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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE
N’S CONGRESSIO Nl

WASHINGTON, D.C.

FEBRUARY 22, 1979

LET ME BEGIN BY TELLING YOU HOW HONORED I AM, ROTH BY YOUR
INVITATION TO SPEAK THIS EVENING AND BY YOUR DISTINGUISHED
AWARD. WE MEET AT A DIFFICULT TIME, FOR THE NATION WE LOVE
AS FOR THIS FRANTIC, UNIQUE CAPITOL CITY., IT HASN'T BEEN AN

EASY WEEK TO BE A WASHINGTONIAN; INDEED, I MIGHT PARAPHRASE
PRESIDENT CARTER TO SAY THAT WE'VE ALL BEEN HIT RY JACK

FROST'S REVENGE., NEEDLESS TO SAY, WE DENIZENS OF CAPITOL

HILL ARE USED TO PARALYSIS, BUT NOT WHEN ASSOCIATED WITH

MOTHER NATURE. THE FACT IS, THIS WEEK’S SNOWSTORM MAY BE

THE FIRST DISASTER TO BEFALL WASHINGTON IN YEARS THAT CANN

BE BLAMED ON THE CONGRESS. “.P ;\
0
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BUT THE DAYS JUST PAST HAVE BEEN FAR MORE SERIOUS IN THEIR
IMPLICATIONS FOR THIS REPUBLIC. THESE HAVE REEN DAYS TO

EMBARRASS PATRIOTIC AMERICANS. IN IRAN AND AFGHANISTAN, IN
MEXICO AND IN CHINA, AMERICAN PRESTIGE HAS BEEN DRAGGED THROUGH

THE MUD, AMERICAN INFLUENCE EXPLODED AS SO MUCH WISHFUL THINKING,

IT IS DIFFICULT TO CRITICIZE MR. CARTER’S FOREIGN POLICY,
BECAUSE MR. CARTER HAS NO FOREIGN POLICY. ONLY CONFUSION,

DISARRAY AND RHETORIC MARK THIS ADMINISTRATION’S EFFORTS TO
DEAL WITH A WORLD SEEMINGLY OUT OF CONTROL.,

IN A DANGEROUS AGE FOR FREEDOM-LOVING MEN AND WOMEN, THIS

ADMINISTRATION SEEMS UNABLE TO FORMULATE ANY COHERENT OR
CONSISTENT DETERRENT TO SOVIET EXPANSION,
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IRAN IS A PRIME CASE WHERE AMERICAN CONFUSION, HAMPERED BY

POOR INTELLIGENCE AND A FUZZY OBSESSION WITH DEMOCRATIC VIRTUES
AS PRACTICED IN THIS NATION, COMBINED TO UNDERMINE A VALUED

ALLY AND ISRAEL'S ONLY FRIEND IN THE MIDDLE EAST. WE ARE
JUST NOW SOWING THE HARVEST OF OUR OWN WEAKNESS, AND THE

ECONOMIC, POLITICAL AND MORAL FRUITS WILL TASTE BITTER INDEED,

IRAN HAS PLAYED A VITAL ROLE IN AMERICAN SECURITY SINCE 1946,
ITS STRATEGIC LOCATION IN THE PERSIAN GULF, ITS WILLINGNESS

TO COUNTER SOVIET EXPANSIONISM IN THAT CRUCIAL CORNER OF THE
GLOBE, AND ITS VISION OF REGIONAL STABILITY ALL COMPLIMENTED
THE CRITICAL FORCE OF IRANIAN OIL.

THE SHAH WAS IMPERFECT. BUT HE WAS OUR ALLY. HE WAS NOT A
DEMOCRAT, WITH A SMALL ‘D*. BUT HE WAS A WORLD FIGURE WHO
FINALLY LOST HIS THRONE TO BOTH RADICAL AND REACTIONARY
ELEMENTS., HE PURSUED COURAGEOUS POLICIES OF MODERNIZATION

SUPPORTED, AT LEAST UNTIL RECENTLY, BY A FIRM AND FARSIGHTED
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT.
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THEN JIMMY CARTER ENTERED THE WHITE HOUSE. OUR ARMS SUPPLY
POLICY WAS CALLED INTO QUESTION, AND GLORIOUS PHRASES ABOUT

HUMAN RIGHTS WERE PROCLAIMED IN IGNORANCE OF AND INSENSITIVITY
TO IRANIAN CULTURE,

TO QUOTE DR. KISSINGER...”IN IRAN, OUR HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY
HAS CONTRIBUTED T0O INSTABILITY...IT HAD THE PARADOXICAL RESULT
THAT ALMOST ANY GOVERNMENT THAT I CAN FORESEE A YEAR OR TWO

HENCE WILL BE LESS FREE, LESS PROGRESSIVE AND PRACTICE HUMAM
RIGHTS LESS SERIOUSLY THAN EVEN THE GOVERNMENT WHICH HAS BEEN

REPLACED., "

WOULD HARRY TRUMAN HAVE TOLERATED SOVIET WARNINGS AGAINST
AMERICAN SUPPORT FOR THE SHAH? WOULD ANY AMERICAN PRESIDENT
WAVER AND WANDER AROUND THE OPTIONS OPEN TO HIM UNTIL THOSE
OPTIONS HAD FINALLY BEEN CLOSED OFF? WHEN THE BAKTIAR
GOVERNMENT TOOK POWER, OFFERING THE LAST HOPE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL
ADMINISTRATION, WOULD ANY AMERICAN PRESIDENT TOLERATE, AS

JIMMY CARTER TOLERATED, THE STATEMENT BY ANDREW YOUNG THAT
THE AYOTOLLAH KHOMEINI WOULD TURN OUT TO BE A SAINT?
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BUT NO, SOVIET MISCHIEF GOES ON, UNOPPOSED BY ANYTHING

FIRMER THAN DIPLOMATIC NOTES AND STATE DEPARTMENT PRESS
RELEASES. INSTEAD OF LEADERSHIP IN THE WORLD, WE HAVE
ADOPTED THE POLICY OF BURYING OUR HEAD IN THE SAND OF
INTERNATIONAL CONTENTION, WE HOPE TO SNEAK FROM ONE CRISIS

TO ANOTHER, IGNORING THE ONES WHICH HOLD DANGER, OBLIVIOUS
TO THE FACT THAT FREEDOM REVERSED ANYWHERE ON THIS GLOBE

IS FREEDOM THREATENED AT HOME.

I WISH FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART THAT THE AMERICAN
GOVERNMENT ITSELF COULD BE SAID TN HAVE EARNED A NATIONAL

LEADERSHIP SCROLL. T WISH I COULD PRAISE THE CURRENT
ADMINISTRATION FOR REASSERTING AMERICAN MORAL AND ECONOMIC

AUTHORITY AROUND THE WORLD, I WISH I COULD CONGRATULATE IT
FOR HAVING PRODUCED A COHERENT BATTLE PLAN IN THE WAR AGAINST

INFLATION AND ECONOMIC STAGNATION,
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I WOULD LIKE NOTHING BETTER THAN TO UTTER WORDS NF HONEST
PRAISE FOR MY PRESIDENT AND YOURS. UNFORTUNATELY, SUCH

WORDS RING HOLLOW, FOR LEADERSHIP IS SOMETHING THIS
ADMINISTRATION SEEMS UNABLE TO SURMOUNT. CONFUSED, IRRESOLUTE,
IT STUMBLES FROM ONE CRISIS TQ THE MEXT, FALLING BACK ALWAYS
ON PUBLIC RELATIONS GESTURES AND THE GOOD INTENTIONS OF ITS
CENTRAL FIGURE.

NOW CRITICISM IS CHEAP THESE DAYS., INDEED, IN THESE DAYS OF
RISING INFLATION, IT MAY BE THE ONLY THING THAT’'S CHEAP, MERE
PARTISANSHIP IS NOT ENOUGH, NOT WHEN WE FACE COUNTLESS
CHALLENGES AT HOME AND ABROAD, MERE IDEOLOGICAL OUTRAGE WILL
NOT SOLVE THE PROBLEMS WE FACE. THE TIME HAS COME TO PROPOSE
T0 THE AMERICAN PEOPLE SOLUTIONS OVER SLOGANS. THE TIME HAS
COME TO GIVE THEM A POSITIVE ALTERNATIVE, SOMETHING ARQUND
WHICH THEIR GROWING YET VAGUE APPREHENSIONS ABOUT THE CURRENT
ADMINISTRATION CAN COALESCE.
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ENDING THE REGULATORY DICTATORSHIP

BIG GOVERNMENT HAS BECOME LIKE THE WEATHER; EVERYONE TALKS
ABOUT IT AND NO ONE, SO IT SEEMS, IS REALLY DOING MUCH TO

REDUCE IT.

AND ONE OF BIG GOVERNMENT'S MOST NOXIOUS ELEMENTS IS BASED
ON ANOTHER OF THOSE LIBERAL GOOD INTEMTIONS THAT FORM THE

FOUNDATION FOR SO MUCH OF BLOATED OFFICIAL WASHINGTON. IN
THIS CASE, I'M REFERRING TO THE CONFUSED AND CONTRADICTORY
TANGLE OF AGENCIES, BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND JUST PLAIN
BOONDOGGLES THAT CONSTITUTE WHAT WE LAUGHINGLY = CALL THE
AMERICAN REGULATORY SYSTEM.

NOW NO ONE WOULD FOR A MOMENT DENY THE NEED TO POLICE PRIVATE
ENTERPRISE. NO ONE WOULD INVITE SHODDY OR UNSAFE MERCHANDISE

ONTO THE MARKET, NOR ABAMDON EFFORTS TO PROTECT CLEAN AIR AND
WATER. NEED I REMIND YOU THAT IT WAS A REPUBLICAN PRESIDENT,

THEODORE ROOSEVELT, WHO LAUNCHED THE AMERICAN CONSERVATION
MOVEMENT AND PLACED THE FORCE OF GOVERNMENT BEHIND EFFORTS TO
INSURE SAFETY IN THE FOON WE EAT AND THE DRUGS WE TAKE.
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THE RELEVANT QUESTION, THEN, IS HOW BEST TO ACCOMPLISH
THESE WORTHWHILE GOALS WITHOUT BANKRUPTING THE ECONOMY?

LIBERAL GOVERNMENT PROPOSES TO DO SO THROUGH THE CURRENT

SYSTEM, IF IT CAN BE CALLED A SYSTEM. OVER 80 REGULATORY
AGENCIES EMPLOY MORE THAN 100,000 PERSOMNS WHOSE SOLE
PROFESSIONAL FUNCTION IS TO TELL OTHER AMERICANS WHAT GOVERNMENT
SAYS THEY CANNOT DO, THE BILL FOR THIS IS NOT CHEAP; THE

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET, NO LESS, HAS ESTIMATED THE
TOTAL COST OF REGULATION AT UP TO $130 BILLION, THIS AMOUNTS

TO ROUGHLY $2,000 FOR EVERY AMERICAN FAMILY--ENOUGH TO BUY

THAT FAMILY'S GROCERIES FOR THE ENTIRE VEAR,

BUT THE BILL GOES ON FROM THERE. BECAUSE GOVERNMENT WITHDRAWS
SO MUCH MONEY FROM THE PRIVATE SECTOR, UPON WHICH DEPEND
MILLIONS OF JOBS AND THE FUNDAMENTAL WELFARE OF MOST AMERICANS,
FREE ENTERPRISE IS DISCOURAGED FROM MAKING THE CAPITAL
INVESTMENT NEEDED SO BADLY TO STIMULATE PRODUCTIVITY AND COMBAT
THE RELATED EVILS OF INFLATION AND UNEMPLOYMENT.
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THE TIME HAS COME TN MAKE THE AMERICAM PEOPLE AWARE JUST

WHAT A PRICE THEY PAY FOR GOVERNMENT'S G0OD INTENTIONS, SO
BADLY CARRIED OUT. THE TIME HAS COME, I MIGHT SUGGEST,

WHEN PUBLIC AND POLITICAL OPINION ARE RIPE FOR CONVERSION

TO SOMETHING BETTER., I DON'T PRETEND T0O HAVE A FINAL SOLUTION,
I DO THINK WE SHOULD SERIOUSLY EXAMINE INCENTIVES, SUCH AS

TAX BREAKS FOR SOCIALLY CONSCIENTIOUS COMPANIES,

THIS SEEMS TO ME A MORE PRODUCTIVE WAY OF ENSURING RESPONSIVE
CAPITALISM, IT'S CERTAINLY PREFERABLE TN THE CUPRENT HEAVY
HANDED APPROACH, WHICH IS ALMOST A REVERSE OF T.R.'S FAMOUS
MAXIM: “THIS GOVERNMENT SPEAKS LOUDLY AND CARRIES A TOOTHPICK.”

A_NEW HOOVER COMMISSION

OVER THE LONG RUN, THE ONLY WAY WE CAN ARRIVE AT A POSITIVE

ALTERNATIVE TO THE CURRENT REGULATORY TANGLE IS T0 TAKE THE
PROBLEM OUT OF THE GLARE OF POLITICS AND STUDY IT IN A
RATIONAL, EVENHANDED WAY.
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THAT'S WHY I'VE SUGGESTED THAT WE APPOINT A GROUP, PATTERNED
ON THE TWO HOOVER COMMISSIONS OF THE 1940’S AND 1950'S,
TOGETHER, THEY SAVED THE AMERICAN PEOPLE FROM $8 TO $12 BILLION,
APART FROM DOLLARS SAVED, HOWEVER, SUCH AN APPRNACH PERMITS A
SCIENTIFIC REVIEW OF GOVERNMENT POLICY IN A WAY THAT CONGRESS
DOESN'T ALWAYS ENCOURAGE. CAST IN NON-PARTISAM TERMS, A

NEW HOOVER COMMISSION SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO EXAMINE THE
REGULATORY STRUCTURE WITH AN EYE TOWARD SUGGESTING REFCRM

AND REVISION,

BUT IF SUCH A STUDY IS T0 GET OFF THE SGROUND, IF IT IS TO
RESULT IN ANYTHING MORE THAN MILDEWED RECOMMENDATIONS ON A
BUREAUCRATIC SHELF, THEN IT MUST BE LED DYNAMICALLY,
CREATIVELY, BY AN AMERICAN OF NATIONAL PRESTIGE AND INTIMATE
UNDERSTANDING OF GOVERNMENT'S NOOKS AND CRANNIES.
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I THINK THE MAN FOR THE JOB IS GERALD FORD, LIKE HERRERT

HOOVER IN 1947, MY FRIEND AND FORMER RUNNING MATE CAN COUNT
UPON A SPECIAL RESERVE OF RESPECT AND ADMIRATION THAT

AUTOMATICALLY LENDS ANY PUBLIC PROJECT IN WHICH HE IS
INVOLVED AN AUTHENTICITY THAT GOES BEYOND MCST SUCH ENDEAVCRS,

['VE SPOKEN WITH PRESIDENT FORD ABOUT THIS IDEA, AND HE HAS
RESPONDED WITH ENTHUSIASM, HE AGREES WITH MY PERCEPTINN OF

THE DANGERS THAT CONTINUED STRANGULATION OF FREE ENTERPRISE
HOLDS FOR THE AMERICAN ECONOMY,

REGULATION CAN BE REGULATED, A FORD COMMISSION IS A FIRST,

GIANT STEP TOWARD THAT GOAL. I HOPE YOU WILL AGREE, AND LEND
YOUR SUPPORT TO THE CONCEPT,

MAND G | BUDG

AND, IF REGULATION CAN BE REGULATED, THEN WHY NOT THE FEDERAL

SPENDING APPARATUS ITSELF? THIS IS MORE THAM THE USUAL RHETNRIC
ABOUT BALANCING BUDGETS NVER RURBER CHICKEN AND COLD PEAS, THIS

IS A CAUSE WHOSE TIME HAS COME, BECAUSE MILLIONS OF PEOPLE HAVE
GROWN WEARY OF SEEING THEIR HARD EARNED DOLLARS DISAPPEAR INTO

THE BUREAUCRATIC RAT HOLE,
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IF THE CONGRESS WON'T RESPOND TO THE TAXPAYER REVOLT, THEN
THE CONSTITUTIONAL MACHINERY ITSELF MUST. WE CAN ARGUE OVER
SPECIFICS OF SPENDING AND TAX CAPS., WE CAN ARGUE ABOUT THE
NEED TO LIMIT ANY CONVENTION'S MANDATE.

BUT WHY THIS FEAR, NAMELESS, BLINDING, ALMOST IRRATIONAL,
ABOUT THE POTENTIAL SUICIDAL TMPULSES OF A NEW CONSTITUTIONAL
CONVENTION? IT WAS GEORGE WASHINGTON, WHOSE BIRTHDAY WE
CELEBRATE TODAY, WHO SAID IN HIS FAMOUS FAREWELL ADDRESS TO
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE...
“THE BASIS OF OUR POLITICAL SYSTEMS IS THE RIGHT OF
THE PEOPLE TO MAKE AND TO ALTER THEIR CONSTITUTIONS
OF GOVERNMENT.”

185 YEARS AFTER OUR FIRST PRESIDENT MADE THAT STATEMENT, I

REGARD IT AS RELEVANT STILL. 60D FORBID THE DAY WHEN WE SO
DISTRUST OUR POLITICAL INSTINCTS, AND THE PATRIOTISM OF OUR
CITIZENRY, AS TO WITHDRAW IN HORROR AT THE PROSPECT OF DEMOCRATIC
ADJUSTMENT OF GOVERNMENT'S FRAMEWORK,
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NOW, I HAVE SET FORTH MY OWN PROPOSAL FOR ACHIEVING A
LIMITATION ON FEDERAL SPENDING AND THE TAXATION THAT FUELS

THE FEDERAL MONEY MACHINE. FLEXIBLE ENOUGH TO ALLOW AN
UNBALANCED BUDGET IN FOUR OUT OF NINE YEARS, OR WHEN AGREED

T0 BY 2/5 VOTE OF THE CONGRESS, SUCH AN APPROACH WOULD MEET
THE CRITICISMS OF THOSE WHO FIND SPENDING CAPS IMPOSSIBLY
RIGID. MOREOVER, BY PLACING A LIMIT OF 18 PERCENT OF THE
GNP ON BOTH TAXATION AND SPENDING, GOVERNMENT WOULD AT LAST
SET FORTH AS POLICY ITS OBLIGATION TO STIMULATE THE DOMESTIC
ECONOMY BY FREEING UP CAPITAL RATHER THAN TYING DOWN THE

ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT IN CRIPPLING TAXATION AND REGULATNRY
RED TAPE.

WE HAVE A JOB AHEAD OF US TO SELL THIS CONCEPT. POLITICAL
STRUCTURES HAVE A WAY OF OVERLOOKING NEW IDEAS RATHER THAN
EMBRACING THEM, IT’'S EASY ENOUGH TO DEBATE AN INNOVATION TO
DEATH. BUT WE SHOULDN’T DESPAIR. RATHER, WE SHOULD VIGOROUSLY
CAMPAIGN FOR A SPENDING AND TAX LIMIT AS THE BEST THING THAT
COULD HAPPEN TO AMERICA’S WORKING MAN AND WOMAN, FOR THE

MIDDLE CLASS IT REPRESENTS A LIGHT AT THE END OF THE BUREAUCRATIC
TUNNEL. FOR MILLIONS OF BLACKS AND OTHER MINNRITIES, IT

SUGGESTS A NEW APPROACH TO EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY, A GENUINE

OPENING OF FREE ENTERPRISE, RATHER THAN MORE OF THE SAME
PATERNALISTIC TAKING FOR GRANTED,
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THE NFED FOR [EARERSHIP

T0 ACHIEVE THE GOALS I BRIEFLY SET BEFORE YOU THIS EVENING
WILL REQUIRE PRECISELY WHAT IS SO LACKING IN THE CURRENT
ADMINISTRATION., IT WILL REQUIRE A SENSE OF VISION, OF
WHERE WE ARE AS A NATION AND WHERE WE WISH TO 60, IT WILL
REQUIRE REALISTIC SOLUTIONS INSTEAD OF RHETORICAL SELF-
CONGRATULATIONS.,

[T WILL REQUIRE LEADERSHIP, THROUGHOUT OUR HISTORY, AT

TIMES OF GRAVE PERIL, AMERICANS HAVE BEEN BLESSED TO FIND

IN THEIR MIDST LEADERS WHO WERE NOT AFRAID OF INNQVATION,

NOR BURDENED BY FEARS OF THE UNKNOWN, WASHINGTON, PROUD,
MAJESTIC, YET INFINITELY CLEVER AND PRAGMATIC, WAS THE FIPST,
LINCOLN, THE NOBLE, ALMOST SAINTLIKE SUFFERER, WHO
NEVERTHELESS SCHEMED LIKE THE BEST WARD BOSS, THE ROOSEVELTS,
UTTERLY DEMOCRATIC, YET BORN TO VAST COMFORT, RADICALS WHO
WERE FUNDAMENTALLY INTERESTED IN PRESERVING AMERICA’S BEST
TRADITIONS,
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THE SCROLL YOU HAVE PRESENTED ME THIS EVENING IS SOMFTHING

[ WILL CHERISH. NOT BECAUSE IT’'S SO COMPLIMENTARY, NOR
BECAUSE T FLATTER MYSELF INTO INCLUSION IN THE AROVE MENTIONED
GROUP OF HEROES. I WILL CHERISH IT BECAUSE OF THE REASSURANCE
IT PROVIDES THAT SOME AMERICANS SHARE MY CONCERN ABOUT THE
EROSION OF NATIONAL PRESTIGE, AND ARE CONVINCED THAT VIGOROUS
AND VISIONARY LEADERSHIP IS REQUIRED TO REVERSE THAT LONG,

PAINFUL SLIDE TOWARD INTELLECTUAL FLABBINESS AND MORAL
MEDIOCRITY.

THE FUTURE BECKONS: BOLD AND BRIGHT, IF WE WOULD BUT SEIZE

IT. TO GRASP THE POTENTIAL AND THEN ACHIEVE THE PRACTICAL:
THAT IS THE ULTIMATE TEST OF LEADERSHIP, YOU PASS THAT TEST

DAILY. MAY THE GOVERNMENT WE SET OVER US DO HALF SO WELL.,
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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE

U.S. CITIZEN'S CONGRESSIONAL EDUCATION DINNER

WASHINGTON, D.C.

FEBRUARY 22, 1979

Let me begin by telling you how honored I am, both by your invitation to speak this
evening and by your distinguished award. We meet at a difficult time, for the nation
we love as for this frantic, unique capitol city. It hasn't been an easy week to be

a Washingtonian; indeed, I might paraphrase President Carter to say that we've all been
hit by Jack Frost's revenge. Needless to say, we denizens of Capitol Hill are used to
paralysis, but not when associated with Mother Nature. The fact is, this week's snow-
storm may be the first disaster to befall Washington in years that cannot be blamed on
the Congress.

But the days just past have been far more serious in their implications for this repub-
lic. These have been days to embarrass patriotic Americans. In Iran and Afghanistan,
in Mexico and in China, American prestige has been dragged through the mud, American
influence exploded as so much wishful thinking.

It is difficult to criticize Mr. Carter's foreign policy, because Mr. Carter has no
foreign policy. Only confusion, disarray and rhetoric mark this Administration's efforts
to deal with a world seemingly out of control.

In a dangerous age for freedom-loving men and women, this Administration seems unable to
formulate any coherent or consistent deterrent to Soviet expansion.

Iran is a prime case where American confusion, hampered by poor intelligence and
a fuzzy obsession with democratic virtues as practiced in this nation, combined to
undermine a valued ally and Israel's only friend in the Middle East. We are just
now sowing the harvest of our own weakness, and the economic, political and moral
fruits will taste bitter indeed.

Iran has played a vital role in American security since 1946. Its strategic location in
the Persian Gulf, its willingness to counter Soviet expansionism in that crucial corner
of the globe, and its vision of regional stability all complimented the critical force
of Iranian oil.

The Shah was imperfect. But he was our ally. He was not a democrat with a small 'd'.
But he was a world figure who finally lost his throne to both radical and reactionary
elements. He pursued courageous policies of modernization supported, at least until
recently, by a firm and farsighted American government.

Then Jimmy Carter entered the White House. Our arms supply policy was called into
question, and glorious phrases about human rights were proclaimed in ignorance of and
insensitivity to Iranian culture.

To quote Dr. Kissinger, "In Iran, our human rights policy has contributed to instability;
it has had the paradoxical result that almost any goverrment that I can foresee a year
or two hence will be less free, less progressive and practice human rights less seriously
than even the government which has been replaced."

Would Harry Truman have tolerated Soviet warnings against American support for the Shah?
Would any American President waver and wander around the options open to him until those
options had finally been closed off? When the Baktiar government took power, offering
the last hope for constitutional administration, would any American President tolerate,
as Jimmy Carter tolerated, the statement by Andrew Young that the Ayotollah Khomeini
would turn out to be a saint?
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But no, Soviet mischief goes on, unopposed by anything firmer than diplamatic notes and
State Department press releases. Instead of leadership in the world, we have adopted
the policy of burying our head in the sand of international contention. We hope to
sneak from one crisis to another, ignoring the ones which hold danger, oblivious to
fact that freedom reversed anywhere on this globe is freedom threatened at home.

I wish from the bottom of my heart that the American government itself could be said

to have eamed a national leadership scroll. I wish I could praise the current Administra-
tion for reasserting American moral and economic authority around the world. I wish I
could congratulate it for having produced a coherent battle plan in the war against
inflation and economic stagnation.

I would like nothing better than to utter words of honest praise for my President and
yours. Unfortunately, such words ring hollow. For leadership is samething this Admini-
stration seems unable to surmount. Confused, irresolute, it stumbles from one crisis
to the next, falling back always on public relations gestures and the good intentions of
its central figure.

Now criticism is cheap these days. Indeed, in these days of rising inflation, it may be
the only thing that's cheap. Mere partisanship is not enough, not when we face countless
challenges at home and abroad. Mere ideological outrage will not solve the problems we
face. The time has come to propose to the American people solutions over slogans. The
time has come to give them a positive alternative, something around which their growing
yet vague apprehensions about the current Administration can coalesce.

ENDING THE REGULATORY DICTATORSHIP

Big government has became like the weather; everyone talks about it and no one, so it
seems, is really doing much to reduce it.

And one of big government's most noxious elements is based on another of those liberal
good intentions that form the foundation for so much of bloated official Washington. In
this case, I'm referring to the confused and contradictory tangle of agencies, boards,
committees and just plain boondoggles that constitute what we laughingly call the
American requlatory system.

Now no one would for a moment deny the need topolice private enterprise. No one would
invite shoddy or unsafe merchandise onto the market, nor abandon efforts to protect

clean air and water. Need I remind you that it was a Republican president, Theodore
Roosevelt, who launched the American Conservation Movement and placed the force of govern-
ment behind efforts to insure safety in the food we eat and the drugs we take.

The relevant question, then, is how best to accomplish these worthwhile goals without
bankrupting the economy?

Liberal government proposes to do so through the current system, if it can be called a
system. Over 80 regulatory agencies employ more than 100,000 persons whose sole pro-
fessional function is to tell other Americans what government says they cannot do. The
bill for this is not cheap; the Office of Management and Budget, no less, has estimated
the total cost of regulation at up to $130 billion. This amounts to roughly $2,000 for
every American family--enough to buy that family's groceries for the entire year.

But the bill goes on from there. Because government withdraws so much money from the
private sector, upon which depend millions of jobs and the fundamental welfare of most
Americans, free enterprise is discouraged from making the capital investment needed so
badly to stimulate productivity and cambat the related evils of inflation and unemployment .

The time has come to make the American people aware just what a price they pay for
government's good intentions, so badly carried out. The time has come, I might suggest,
when public and political opinion are ripe for conversion to something better. I don't
pretend to have a final solution. I do think we should seriously examine incentives,
such as tax breaks for socially conscientious companies.

This seems to me a more productive way of ensuring responsive capitalism. It's certainly
preferable to the current heavy-handed approach, which is almost a reverse of T.R.'s
famous maxim: "This government speaks loudly and carries a toothpick."

A NEW HOOVER COMMISSION

Over the long run, the only way we can arrive at a positive altemative to the current
regulatory tangle is to take the problem out of the glare of politics and study it in a
rational, evenhanded way.

That's why I've suggested that we appoint a group, patterned on the two Hoover Commissions

of the 1940's and 1950's. Together, they saved the American people from $8 to $12 billion.

Apart from dollars saved, however, such an approach permits a scientific review of govern-

ment policy in a way that Congress doesn't always encourage. Cast in non-partisan terms,

a new Hoover Commission should be directed to examine the regulatory structure with an

eye toward suggesting reform and revision.
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But if such a study is to get off the ground, if it is to result in anything more than
mildewed recommendations on a bureaucratic shelf, then it must be led dynamically, creat-
ively, by an American of national prestige and intimate understanding of government's
nooks and crannies.

I think the man for the job is Gerald Ford. Like Herbert Hoover in 1947, my friend and
former running mate can count upon a special reserve of respect and admirat:i.on that
automatically lends any public project in which he is involved an authenticity that goes
beyond most such endeavors. I've spoken with President Ford about this idea, and he has
responded with enthusiasm. He agrees with my perception of the dangers that continued
strangulation of free enterprise holds for the American economy.

Regulation can be regulated. A Ford Commission is a first, giant step toward that goal.
I hope you will agree, and lend your support to the concept.

MANDATING A BATANCED BUDGET

And, if regulation can be regulated, then why not the federal spending apparatus itself?
This is more than the usual rhetoric about balancing budgets over rubber chicken and cold
peas. This is a cause whose time has come, because millions of people have grown weary
of seeing their hard earned dollars disappear into the bureaucratic rat hole.

If the Congress won't respond to the taxpayer revolt, then the constitutional machinery
itself must. We can argue over specifics of spending and tax caps. We can argue about
the need to limit any convention's mandate.

But why this fear, nameless, blinding, almost irrational, about the potential suicidal
impulses of a new constitutional convention? It was George Washington, whose birthday
we celebrate today, who said in his famous farewell address to the American people:

"The basis of our political systems is the right of the people to make and to alter
their constitutions of government."

185 years after our first President made that statement, I regard it as relevant still.

God forbid the day when we so distrust our political instincts, and the patriotism of our
citizenry, as to withdraw in horror at the prospect of democratic adjustment of government's
framework.

Now, I have set forth my own proposal for achieving a limitation on federal spending and

the taxation that fuels the federal money machine. Flexible enough to allow an unbalanced
budget in four out of nine years, or when agreed to by 2/3 wote of the Congress, such an
approach would meet the criticisms of those who find spending caps impossibly rigid.
Moreover, by placing a limit of 18 percent of the GNP on both taxation and spending,
government would at last set forth as policy its obligation to stimulate the domestic
economy by freeing up capital rather than tying down the entrepreneurial spirit in crippling
taxation and regulatory red tape.

We have a job ahead of us to sell this concept. Political structures have a way of over-
looking new ideas rather than embracing them. It's easy enough to debate an innovation to
death. But we shouldn't despair. Rather, we should vigorously campaign for a spending
and tax limit as the best thing that could happen to America's working man and woman. For
the middle class it represents a light at the end of the bureaucratic tunnel. For millions
of Blacks and other minorities, it suggests a new approach to ecquality of opportunity, a
genuine opening of free enterprise, rather than more of the same pateralistic taking for
granted.

THE NEED FOR LEADERSHIP

To achieve the goals I briefly set before you this evening will require precisely what
is so lacking in the current Administration. It will require a sense of vision, of
where we are as a nation and where we wish to go. It will require realistic solutions
instead of rhetorical self-congratulations.

It will require leadership. Throughout our history, at times of grave peril, Americans
have been blessed to find in their midst leaders who were not afraid of innovation, nor
burdened by fears of the unknown. Washington, proud, majestic, yet infinitely clever and
pragmatic, was the first. Lincoln, the noble, almost saintlike sufferer, who nevertheless
schemed like the best ward boss. The Roosevelts, utterly Democratic, yet born to vast
comfort, radicals who were fundamentally interested in preserving America's best traditions.

The scroll you have presented me this evening is something I will cherish. Not because
it's so complimentary, nor because I flatter myself into inclusion in the above mentioned
group of heroes. I will cherish it because of the reassurance it provides that some
Americans share my concern about the erosion of national prestige, and are convinced that
vigorous and visionary leadership is required to reverse that long, painful slide toward
intellectual flabbiness and moral mediocrity.

The future beckons: bold and bright, if we would but seize it. To grasp the potential
and then achieve the practical: that is the ultimate test of leadership. You pass that

test daily. May the government we set over us do half so well. Page 18 of 18
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