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NEGATIVE IMAGE 

BUT) THE PUBLIC TENDS TO OVERLOOK THAT ASPECT) SEEING ONLY 
THE LAWYER WHO PROFITS BY OTHERS MISFORTUNE. CERTAINLY 
IT IS NOT DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE WHY THE PUBLIC VIEWS OUR 
PROFESSION WITH SUSPICION AND APPREHENSION. NOR IS IT 
DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND WHY WE MAKE SUCH EXCELLENT FODDER 
FOR POLITICIANS IN SEARCH OF POPULAR WHIPPING BOYS. WE 
ARE SEEN AS RATHER MYSTERIOUS SEMANTIC SORCERERS) FABRICATORS 
OF THE SLIPPERY PHRASE AND DESPOILERS OF COMMON SENSE 
ENGLISH. BUT THE MAIN REASON FOR THE SUSPICION AND 
APPREHENSION OF LAWYERS rs THE FACT THAT PEOPLE FIND 
THEMSELVES IN OUR COUNSEL DURING TIMES OF DISTRESS AND 
TROUBLE) AND ALMOST ALWAYS AGAINST THEIR WILL. 

OF COURSE) THAT WILL NEVER CHANGE. BUT THERE ARE SOME 
THINGS THAT LAWYERS CAN DO TO IMPROVE THEIR IMAGE. 
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BE HONEST 

FIRST OF ALLJ BE HONEST. I KNOW THAT SOUNDS SIMPLE - I 
HOPE IT IS SELF-EVIDENT. BUT THE IMAGE OF THE CROOKED 
LAWYER IS THE MOST PERSISTENTJ AND MOST DAMAGING COMPONENT 
OF THE PUBLIC'S VIEW OF THE BAR. THE LEGAL PROFESSION IS 
ONLY AS GOOD AS ITS COMPONENT PARTS. EACH MAN AND WOMAN AT 
THE CUMBERLAND SCHOOL OF LAW HAS THE OPPORTUNITY--INDEEDJ 
THE MORAL RESPONSIBILITY--TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE UPLIFTING 
OF THE GENERAL STANDARDS AND LEVEL OF CONFIDENCE IN THE 
LEGAL COMMUNITY. THE ADMONITION - "BE HONEST" - REALLY 
DOESN'T LEND ITSELF TO DETAILED VERBAL ELABORATION - RATHERJ 
IT MUST BE ELABORATED IN THE LIVES DF INDIVIDUAL LAWYERS. 
I WILL NOT ATTEMPT TO ELABORATE VERBALLYJ BUT I HOPE THAT 
YOU WILL GIVE THAT SIMPLE ADMONITION MEANING BY YOUR ACTIONS 
AS A LAWYER. 
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DOING THE JOB WELL 

MY SECOND SUGGESTION IS THIS: YOU SHOULD PRACTICE IN SUCH 
A WAY THAT IF ALL LAWYERS MODELED THEMSELVES AFTER YOU, 
THERE WOULD BE LESS NEED FOR LEGAL SERVICES. YOUR PRACTICE 
SHOULD MINIMIZE THE SORT OF VEXATIOUS ENTANGLEMENT WHICH 
PEOPLE RESENT MOST ABOUT THE LAW AND LAWYERS. 

THIS IS EASIER SAID THAN DONE. IT MEANS DRAFTING CLEAR) 
PRECISE CONTRACTS THAT WILL NOT BE THE SUBJECT OF FUTURE 
LITIGATION. IT MEANS PREPARING WILLS AND TRUSTS THAT CLEARLY 
STATE THE INTENTION OF THE TESTATOR AND PROTECT HIS WISHES 
FROM LEGAL ATTACK LATER ON. IT MEANS PROVIDING TAX ADVICE 
THAT KEEPS YOUR CLIENTS AWAY FROM EMBARRASSING DISPUTES 
WITH THE IRS. IT MEANS DISCOURAGING UNNECESSARY) HARRASSING 
LITIGATION. 
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BY DOING OUR JOBS RIGHT THE FIRST TIME) AND BY REFUSING 
TO ENCOURAGE LITIGATION) WE CAN SPARE LAYMEN THE ANGUISH 
OF EXPENSIVE FRUSTRATING) LEGAL DISPUTES. BY GUARDING AGAINST 
LEGAL PROa.E.MSJ WE CAN HELP PEOPLE AVOID A CONSIDERABLE 
AMOUNT OF THE UNPLEASANTNESS AND VEXATION THAT CHARACTERIZE 
THE CONTACT MOST AMERICANS HAVE WITH MEMBERS OF OUR PROFESSION. 

JUST AS WE NEED MORE PREVENTIVE HEALTH CARE) AS LAWYERS 
WE MUST DEDICATE OURSELVES TO RENDERING SERVICES WHICH 
WI LL REDUCE THE NEED FOR LEGAL "CURES" I 

OF COURSE) THE ONLY IRONCLAD RULE OF LAW IS THAT THERE 
IS ALWAYS AN EXCEPTION. 
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BY FAILING TO FILE SUITS ASSERTING THE CIVIL RIGHTS OF , 
INDIVIDUAL AMERICANS) BY REFUSING TO REPRESENT CLIENTS ON 
A PRO BONO BASIS) AND BY FAILING TO REPRESENT CLIENTS 
ZEALOUSLY WITHIN THE BOUNDS OF THE LAWJ WE CAN LESSEN THE 
AMOUNT OF LITIGATION IN THIS COUNTRY. THAT IS NQI WHAT I 
HAVE IN MIND. 

FOR INSTANCE) IT IS FAR SIMPLER TO FAIL TO ASSERT A 
CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLE THAN TO ASSERT IT LOUDLY. BUT 
OUR SYSTEM AND OUR CONSTITUTION WOULD BE POORLY SERVED 
BY SUCH SILENCE. FORTUNATELY) IHlS. HAS NOT BEEN THE CASE. 

WHEN CHALLENGED) THE LAW HAS PROVEN THAT IT CAN CHANGE NOT 
ONLY ITS TRADITIONAL ROLE BUT ITS BASIC FUNCTION BY PRECIPITATING 
THE ADVANCING TIDE--INDEEDJ BY MAKING WAVES AND OVERTURNING 
THE VESSELS OF PREJUDICE AND CONVENTION. 
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CUTTING BACK ON THE SIZE OF GOVERNMENT 

THE THIRD THING I CAN SUGGEST IS THIS: AS LAWYERS, WE 
SHOULD EXERT OUR INFLUENCE TO CUT BACK ON THE SIZE OF 
GOVERNMENT AND THE OVER-REGULATION OF AMERICAN LIFE. 

SINCE LAWYERS UNDERSTAND BEST THE PROBLEMS CAUSED BY TOO 
MUCH GOVERNMENT, IT IS OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO OPPOSE 
LEGISLATION AND REGULATIONS WHICH CREATE NEEDLESS LEGAL 
PAPER SHUFFLING. EVEN THOUGH MORE LAWS AND MORE REGULATIONS 
ARE GOOD FOR LEGAL BUSINESS, THE GREATER GOOD DEMANDS THAT 
WE OPPOSE THE GROWTH AND GRASP OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 
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I'VE RUN ACROSS MANY PEOPLE THROUGHOUT OUR NATION WHO 
SUSPECT THAT LAWYER/LEGISLATORS LIKE MYSELF ARE IN CAHOOTS 
WITH OTHER LAWYERS AND THAT WE PASS BILLS PRIMARILY TO KEEP 
OUR FRIENDS PROSPEROUS AT THE EXPENSE OF THE AVERAGE CITIZEN. 
WHILE I CAN ASSURE YOU THAT THERE IS NO BROAD BASED 
CONSPIRACY ALONG THESE LINES) I MUST ADMIT THAT LAWYERS 
HAVE NOT DONE ENOUGH TO SIMPLIFY THE LAW. 

OF COURSE) THIS RESPONSIBILITY FITS IN WITH THE LAWYER'S 
RESPONSIBILITY TO PUBLIC SERVICE. BECAUSE OF OUR 
ABILITIES ACQUIRED IN LAW SCHOOL AND IN PRACTICE WE ARE 
UNIQUELY SUITED TO SERVE IN A VARIETY OF POLICY-MAKING 
POSITIONS. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE 

CERTAINLY, THE LIST OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS WHO HAVE COME FROM 
THE RANKS OF THE LEGAL PROFESSION IS IMPRESSIVE. ONE OF 
THE MOST IMPRESSIVE EXAMPLES IS THE GENTLEMAN FOR WHOM THIS 
SPEAKERS FORUM IS NAMED--CORDELL HULL. HIS CONTRIBUTIONS 
AS CONGRESSMAN, SENATOR, AND SECRETARY OF STATE STAND OUT 
AS A CLEAR EXAMPLE OF THE SERVICE WHICH LAWYERS CAN RENDER 
IN GOVERNMENT I 

ONE OF THE MANY LAWYERLY ATTRIBUTES WHICH ARE USEFUL IN 
CONGRESS IS PATIENCE--AND PER3ISTENCE IN THE FACE OF 
SOMET1IMES VERY DIFFICULT ODDS AND VERY INVOLVED LEGAL 
ISSUES. 
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THE ATTEMPT TO ARRIVE AT THE BEST POSSIBLE TAX LAW IS 
ONE OF THE LONGEST RUNNING EFFORTS IN THE HISTORY OF 
OUR NATION. IT BEGAN WITH CORDELL HULL WHO AUTHORED THE 
FIRST FEDERAL INCOME TAX ACT IN 1913) AND AUTHORED TH!: 
REVISED ACT IN 1916. 

THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE STUDIED FEDERAL lNCOME TAX CAN 
APPRECIATE THE DIFFICULTY OF WRITING THE FIRST TAX BILL 
WITHOUT BENEFIT OF ANY PREVIOUS BODY OF FEDERAL INCOME 
TAX LAW. 

AND WE ARE STILL WORKING ON ITJ STILL TRYING TO MEET THE 
CHALLENGES THAT CONTEMPORARY CONDITIONS AND WILY LAWYERS 
PRESENT TO THE INCOME TAX SYSTEM. 
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ONE CONTEMPORARY CONDITION THAT CORDELL HULL COULD NOT 
HAVE ANTICIPATED IN 1913 IS THE HIGH BURDEN OF TAXATION 
AND HIGH RATES OF INFLATION. TODAY) THE COMBINATION OF 
THESE TWO FORCES IS CREATING A VERY REAL ECONOMIC CRUNCH 
FOR AMERICANS. 

INDEXING 

THAT'S WHY I'M SPONSORING LEGISLATION WHICH WOULD REQUIRE 
AUTOMATIC YEARLY TAX CUTS TO OFFSET INFLATION. IT'S CALLED 
TAX "INDEXATION" AND IT WOULD COMMIT THE GOVERNMENT IN ADVANCE 
TO SLASHING INDIVIDUAL TAXES NEXT YEAR) THE YEAR AFTER THAT) 
AND FOREVER--AS LONG AS INFLATION CONTINUES TO FORCE HARD 
WORKING AMERICAN FAMILIES INTO HIGHER AND HIGHER TAX BRACKETS 
EACH YEAR. 
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BY DOING OUR JOBS HONESTLY AND WELLJ AND BY TRYING TO LIMIT 
THE NEGATIVE IMPACT OF TOO MUCH LAW AND TOO MUCH REGULATION, 
WE CAN COMBAT THE NEGATIVE IMPRESSION OF ATTORNEYS AS THE 
BENEFICIARIES OF COMPLICATED GOVERNMENT. MORE IMPORTANTLY) 
WE WILLJ IN FACTJ BE DOING A BETTER JOB FOR THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE. 
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