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“
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE POLICY §°
REMARKS BY SENATOR BOB DOLE £, 9
LFORE THE WATIONAL AssoctaTion oF N
FARM BROADCASTERS, KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1977

OVER A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AT THE COOPER INSTITUTE I ’Q.Qe’
New York C1TY, ABRAHAM LINCOLN DELIVERED ONE OF THE MOST

IMPORTANT ADDRESSES IN THIS NATION'S HISTORY. THIS SPEECH

HAS BEEN DESCRIBED AS ONE "“WHOSE ONLY BEAUTY WAS THAT IT

WAS TRUE AND THAT THE SPEAKER FELT IT.”

TopAy IN 1977, 1 REFER TO THIS BECAUSE | AM CONVINCED
THERE NEVER WAS A GREATER NEED THAN EXISTS NOW THAT WE SPEAK
THE TRUTH ABOUT OUR NATIONAL FARM SITUATION,

THERE ARE THOSE IN THIS LAND WHO ARE STRIVING TO MAKE THE
FARM PROBLEM A POLITICAL FOOTBALL. THIS IS REGRETTABLE,
AMERICAN AGRICULTURE 1S NEITHER REPUBLICAN NOR DEMOCRATIC. IT
1s _AMERICAN.

THERE ARE SOME WHO, EITHER THROUGH IGNORANCE OR DELIBERATE

DESIGN, MISREPRESENT FARM ISSUES TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE., THERE
ARE EVEN A FEW WHO THINK THE WAY TO WIN FAVOR WITH FARMERS

AND RANCHERS IS BY PROPOSALS OF UNSOUND, UNWORKABLE, PIE IN THE
SKY POLICIES AND PROGRAMS. FARMERS' VOTES ARE NOT FOR SALE TO THE

HIGHEST BIDDER, [HOSE WHO BELIEVE OTHERWISE DO AN INJUSTICE TO

THE INTELLIGENCE AND INTEGRITY OF OUR FARMERS.
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FINALLY, THERE ARE IN THIS COUNTRY SOME WHO WOULD HAVE
THE NATION BELIEVE THAT ALL IS BAD IN AGRICULTURE -- AND
THAT EVERY LAST FAULT OR LEAST BLEMISH IN OUR FARM STRUCTURE
CAN BE LAID AT THE DOOR OF THE PRESENT ADMINISTRATION, THIS
IS RIDICULOUS AND UNFAIR AND COUNTERPRODUCTIVE,

IT IS EXCEEDINGLY DESIRABLE, LINCOLN SAID, THAT ALL
PARTS OF THE NATION “SHALL BE AT PEACE, AND IN HARMONY, ONE WITH
ANOTHER., LET US...DO OUR PART TO HAVE IT SO. EVEN THOUGH
MUCH PROVOKED, LET US DO NOTHING THROUGH PASSION AND ILL TEMPER.”

SURELY THESE ARE WORDS UPON WHICH WE MAY FRUITFULLY BASE
OUR ACTIONS AS WE CONSIDER THE FARM SITUATION IN 1977 AND THE
YEARS AHEAD,

FARM PROBLEMS WILL FINALLY BE SOLVED ONLY THROUGH HONEST
APPRAISAL, AND ACTIONS DEVOTED TO THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE
ENTIRE NATION. THOSE INTERESTS -- THE INTERESTS OF FARM
PEOPLE -- ARE THE INTERESTS OF THE UNITED STATES -- JUST AS
THE STRENGTH OF A DYNAMIC AND PROGRESSIVE AGRICULTURE IS A
SOURCE OF STRENGTH AND PROGRESS FOR OUR NATION AND THE WORLD.

ANOTHER SOURCE OF GREAT STRENGTH OF THIS NATION IS THE
FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM WHICH ENABLES US TO DRAW UPON THE ABILITY,
ENERGY AND TALENTS OF EVERY COMMUNITY IN DEALING WITH PROBLEMS,
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CERTAINLY, IF ONE COMPARES THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF OUR
SYSTEM WITH THAT OF OTHERS, WE CAN TAKE GREAT PRIDE IN OUR
ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND IN OUR DETERMINATION FOR EVEN GREATER
IMPROVEMENT IN THE FUTURE. FARMERS AND AGRIBUSINESS HAVE
BEEN IN THE FRONT RANKS OF THESE GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS. THEY
ARE STILL THERE. AND YOU ARE THERE TO00,

A FREE SOCIETY OF FREE MEN MUST SET GOALS. ONE OF
THOSE GOALS ESTABLISHED IN 1969 wAS TO END HUNGER IN THE UNITED
STATES. IT IS A COMMITMENT WE HAVE MADE TO OURSELVES -- ENDING
HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION. YOU CAN PROVIDE THE ESSENTIAL PUBLICITY
TO MAKE THIS COMMITMENT A REALITY.

As A MEMBER OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON NUTRITION AND
HUuMAN AFFAIRS, | HAVE LEARNED MUCH OF THE CYCLE OF POVERTY, POOR
DEVELOPMENT, LACK OF ACHIEVEMENT AND POVERTY. | HAVE LEARNED
THAT THAT CYCLE MUST BE BROKEN AND [ SINCERELY BELIEVE IT CAN

BE BROKEN, THE CONGRESS HAS PROVIDED THE MEANS FOR A MASSIVE
ATTACK ON THE TWIN AREAS OF HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION.

WE NOW HAVE PROGRAMS TO DO THE JOB OF PROVIDING AN
ADEQUATE DIET FOR EVERY AMERICAN. WE ALSO HAVE THE WILL TO
ACHIEVE THIS GOAL WITHIN THE VITALITY OF THE SYSTEM THAT MAKES
ABUNDANCE POSSIBLE.
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THE REVISED FooD STAMP PROGRAM PROVIDES THE MEANS
BY WHICH EVEN THE POOREST OF THE POOR CAN GAIN THE BUYING
POWER TO OBTAIN AN ADEQUATE DIET; WE HAVE A Foobp DoNATION
PROGRAM; WE HAVE AN AMENDED ScHoOL LUNCH ACT TO IMPROVE THE
NUTRITION OF NEEDY SCHOOL CHILDREN; WE HAVE A Foop CERTIFICATE
PROGRAM FOR INFANTS AND EXPECTANT MOTHERS; AND WE HAVE A
NUTRITION EDUCATION PROGRAM TO HELP LOW INCOME FAMILIES GET
THE MOST FROM THEIR FOOD DOLLARS. WE ARE ON THE RIGHT ROAD.

WE ARE CONQUERING HUNGER AND MALNUTRITION IN THIS NATION,
WHILE WE ARE IMPROVING THE HEALTH AND WELL BEING OF OUR NEEDIEST,
WE ARE INCREASING THE DEMAND FOR FOOD, ESPECIALLY ANIMAL PROTEINS,
HOWEVER, REMEMBER THIS. THESE PROGRAMS REST ON THE FOOD PRODUCING
CAPABILITIES OF THE AMERICAN FARMER,

I AM WATCHING CAREFULLY THE EFFORTS BEING UNDERTAKEN TO
DEVELOP AN INTERNATIONAL WHEAT AGREEMENT. | AM PLEASED THAT
THERE ARE NO MAXIMUM/MINIMUM PRICES IN THE ADMINISTRATION
PROPOSAL. [HAT MAXIMUM/MINIMUM ROAD IS ONE THAT HAS A FAILURE
SIGN AT THE END, [LL ECONOMIC HEALTH FOR WHEAT GROWERS WAS THE
RESULT. WE HAVE LEARNED SOMETHING FROM HISTORY. ALSO, OTHER
NATIONS ARE BEING ASKED TO ACCEPT “MEASURES TO FACILITATE
ADJUSTMENT OF CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION IN RESPONSE TO WORLD
SUPPLY CONDITIONS.” THE UNITED STATES SHOULD NOT BEAR THE ENTIRE
BURDEN OF ADJUSTING PRODUCTION, [ HAVE SENT ONE OF MY TOP STAFF
MEMBERS TO LONDON TO OBSERVE DEVELOPMENTS.
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IT IS REGRETTABLE THAT THE THEN PRESIDENT LYNDON JOHNSON,

IN SIGNING ON BEHALF OF THE UNTIED STATES, SHOULD STATE:
“THE NEW ARRANGEMENT THUS WILL PROVE TO BE

NEW PRICE INSURANCE TO U.S. WHEAT FARMERS.”

[T PROVED TO BE LOW PRICE INSURANCE AND LOSING MARKET
INSURANCE., OTHER COUNTRIES UNDERSOLD US, AND WE WERE LEFT
"HOLDING THE BAG” FULL OF UNEXPECTED WHEAT.

AUSTRALIAN MINISTER FOR PRIMARY INDUSTRY, THE
HoNOoRABLE J. D). ANTHONY, EXPRESSED THE SITUATION PERFECTLY
WHEN HE FRANKLY STATED THAT, AS A RESULT OF THE INTERNATIONAL
GRAINS AGREEMENT, HIS COUNTRY HAD BEEN ABLE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE
OF IT AND GAIN MORE THAN HER TRADITIONAL SHARE OF THE WORLD
MARKET., WE GOT LESS,

THE PROMINENCE WHICH HAS BEEN GIVEN TO COMMODITY AGREEMENTS
AS A SOLUTION TO COMMODITY PROBLEMS IS OUT OF ALL PROPORTION
TO WHAT EXPERIENCE HAS TAUGHT US. OUR APPROACH MUST BE AN
EXPRESSED DESIRE TO COOPERATE WITH ALL NATIONS, BUT AT THE SAME
TIME, TO STAND UP FOR WHAT IS ECONOMICALLY SOUND. OuR PoLICY
WITH REGARD TO THE SIGNIFICANT ISSUES RELATING TO COMMODITY
POLICY SHOULD BE A STRONG DEFENSE OF THE FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM THAT
HAS GIVEN US STRENGTH, AND, AT THE SAME TIME, ENABLED US TO HELP
MANY OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.
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WE NEED A MORE AGGRESSIVE AND REALISTIC EXPORT POLICY
TO BETTER MEET THE COMPETITION THAT WE ARE FACING IN WORLD
MARKETS. IT IS MY JOB TO MAKE CONSTRUCTIVE SUGGESTIONS TO
THE ADMINISTRATION, THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATIONS, IF
IMPLEMENTED, WILL HELP BOTH THE FARMERS AND THE ENTIRE
NATION,

INCREAS CREDITS

IN A LETTER OF OcToBER 20, 1977, T0 PRESIDENT CARTER,
SIXTEEN OF MY COLLEAGUES ON THE SENATE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE
AND [ ASKED THAT THE ADMINISTRATION DOUBLE THE FUNDING LEVEL
ANNOUNCED ON AucusT 18, 1977, For CCC CREDITS. INCREASING
THE CCC crRepIT ALLocATION oF $750 miLLioN To $1.5 BILLION
AS WE REQUESTED WouLD HELP U.S. FARM EXPORTS MORE READILY
COMPETE WITH CREDITS OFFERED BY CANADA, AUSTRALIA, AND OTHERS
IN WORLD GRAIN MARKETS,

THE CCC CREDIT PROGRAM, AS SECRETARY BERGLAND HAS TESTIFIED,
“MAKES MONEY FOR THE GOVERNMENT” SINCE THE INTEREST RATES
RECEIVED BY CCC ARE HIGHER THAN THE RATES PAID BY THEM TO THE
U.S. TREASURY FOR MONEY. THE REPAYMENT RECORD ALSO HAS BEEN
EXCELLENT. [ AM PLEASED THAT USDA NOW SUPPORTS THIS REQUEST
FOR ADDITIONAL FUNDING AND [ HOPE THE ADMINISTRATION APPROVES
5
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ExpanD ExporT-IMPORT BANK CREDITS
ON SEPTEMBER 8, 1977, I WROTE THE PRESIDENT OF THE

ExPORT-IMPORT BANK, ASKING THAT THE EXIMBANK'S FARM COMMODITY
EXPORT POLICY BE REVISED, | SUGGESTED THAT THE MEAGER

$70-95 MILLION FINANCING OF AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS IN RECENT

YEARS BE INCREASED TO AT LEAST $500 MILLION ANNUALLY. FARM
EXPORTS, WHICH ANNUALLY REPRESENT OVER 20 PERCENT OF TOTAL

U.S. EXPORTS, DESERVE A MORE EQUITABLE SHARE OF THE $6-10 BILLION
OF ANNUAL U,S. EXPORT FINANCING, IF FARMERS DO NOT GET A BETTER
BREAK FROM EXIMBANK IN THE NEAR FUTURE, | WILL INTRODUCE
LEGISLATION IN THE NEXT SESSION OF CONGRESS TO ACCOMPLISH THAT
OBJECTIVE,

SupporT CCC CREDIT LEGISLATION

MOREOVER, [ INVITE THE ADMINISTRATION TO SUPPORT MY BILL
AND THAT OF SENATOR HUMPHREY To PROVIDE CCC CREDITS TO SUCH
NON-MARKET ECONOMY COUNTRIES AS THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA, THE SovIET UNION AND EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES SUCH
AS EAST GERMANY, AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA. | OPPOSE, HOWEVER,
EXTENDING SUCH CREDITS To VIETNAM, NorRTH Korea, CamBoDIA, LAOS
AND CUBA. ALso, [ WILL WORK WITH THE ADMINISTRATION TO OBTAIN
LEGISLATION WHICH WILL PROVIDE “INTERMEDIATE” CCC CREDITS SO
THAT WE CAN TAKE ADVANTAGE OF EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES THAT REQUIRE
CREDITS WITH TERMS LONGER THAN THE CURRENT MAXIMUM OF THREE YEARS.
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BETTER USe oF Foop For PEACE

ANOTHER IMPORTANT EXPORT TOOL THAT IS NOT BEING SUFFICIENTLY
UTILIZED IS THE PL 480 or Foobp FOR PEACE PROGRAM. THIS LEGIS-
LATION WAS SIGNED BY PRESIDENT EISENHOWER BAcK IN 1954, DurING
THE LAST 23 YEARS, WITH BIPARTISAN SUPPORT, OVER $30 BILLION
WORTH OF FARM COMMODITIES HAVE BEEN EXPORTED UNDER ITS
PROVISIONS,

IN A LETTER TO SECRETARY BERGLAND, | RECOMMENDED THAT
$1 BILLION WORTH OF GRAIN AND OTHER FARM COMMODITIES BE
EXPORTED UNDER TITLE I oF PL 480 TOo HELP MEET THE FOOD NEEDS
OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN FISCAL YEAR 1978, THE ADMINISTRATION
WAS NEARLY A MONTH LATE IN ANNOUNCING THEIR FY 78 ALLOCATION OF
ONLY $800 MILLION WORTH OF COMMODITIES. THIS ALLOCATION COMPARES
WITH THE FORD ADMINISTRATION’S ALLOCATION OF SEPTEMBER 22, 1976,
oF $366 MILLION WORTH OF COMMODITIES FOR FY 77,

NOT ONLY 1S THE ADMINISTRATION “SHORT” ON THEIR ALLOCATION,
BUT THEY HAVE NOT YET SIGNED THE FIRST TITLE | AGREEMENT
FOR THE NEW FISCAL YEAR WHICH BEGAN OcToBER 1. A YEAR AGO,
TITLE | AGREEMENTS FOR $260 MILLION WORTH OF GRAIN REPRESENTING
1.6 MILLION METRIC TONS WERE SIGNED IN THE MONTH OF OCTOBER.,

I AM coNceRNED THAT THE PL 480 LEADERSHIP IN THE CARTER
ADMINISTRATION IS GOOD AT CONDUCTING SEMINARS AND APPOINTING
TASK FORCES BUT APPEAR TO BE A BIT SHORT ON THEIR CAPABILITY TO
EXECUTE PROGRAMS THAT ARE TIMELY AND MEANINGFUL TO AMERICAN
FARMERS, AS WELL AS TO HUNGRY PEOPLE IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES.
STARVING AND HUNGRY PEOPLE DO NOT EAT SEMINARS OR OPTION PAPERS.
YESTERDAY'S HUNGRY PEOPLE CANNOT EAT TWICE AS MUCH TOMORROW.
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[ WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE ADMINISTRATION SPEND LESS
TIME AT COMMODITY AGREEMENT CONFERENCES AND DIRECT THEIR
RESOURCES INTO MORE MARKET DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES. THE
USDA - INDUSTRY COOPERATOR MARKET DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM IS NOT
RECEIVING THE ATTENTION THAT IT SHOULD BE GETTING. THERE
IS FAR LESS REAL ACTIVITY BY THESE PROGRAMS IN WORLD MARKETS
THAN THERE WAS 10 YEARS AGO.

WE NEED TO BE CARRYING THE MESSAGE TO OVERSEAS MARKETS
MORE VIGOROUSLY THAN IS BEING DONE THAT WE ARE NOT ONLY A
DEPENDABLE SUPPLIER BUT THAT WE HAVE THE WIDEST RANGE OF
COMMODITY QUALITIES OF ANY EXPORTING COUNTRY IN THE WORLD,
WE SHOULD FOLLOW UP THESE MESSAGES BY SERVICING MORE ADEQUATELY
THE MARKETS THAT WE SELL IN,

[ ALSO URGE THE ADMINISTRATION TO MAKE USE OF EXISTING
AUTHORITY PROVIDED UNDER SECTION 104(B) (1) oF PuBLic Law 480
TO WRITE INTO TITLE I AGREEMENT PROVISIONS FOR THE GENERATION
OF FOREIGN CURRENCIES TO BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE SECRETARY
OF AGRICULTURE TO FUND PROJECTS IN PL 480 RECIPIENT COUNTRIES
TO IMPROVE STORAGE, HANDLING AND DISTRIBUTION OF FARM

COMMODITIES, THIS WOULD MATERIALLY ASSIST IN THE CONSUMPTION,
DISTRIBUTION, AND REDUCTION OF WASTE OF FOOD. SUCH FACILITIES |
WOULD BE USED FOR BOTH PL 480 AND COMMERCIAL IMPORTS AS WE HAVE

SEEN DEMONSTRATED IN INDIA IN THE PAST FOLLOWING U.S. ASSISTANCE
PROVIDED THAT COUNTRY FOR STORAGE FACILITIES,
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ALso, I URGE THE ADMINISTRATION TO IMPLEMENT IMMEDIATELY
THE PROVISIONS OF LEGISLATION THAT | SPONSORED TO ENABLE
COMMERCIAL GRAIN IMPORTING COUNTRIES TO PURCHASE U.S. GRAIN,
AND STORE IT IN THE UNITED STATES FOR 12 MONTHS OR LONGER FOR
SUBSEQUENT EXPORT WITHOUT EXPORT RESTRAINTS OR CONTROLS.

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS
IN SUMMARY THEN | WOULD LIKE TO URGE THE ADMINISTRATION TO

FACILITATE FARM EXPORTS BY:
(1) IncreasiNg CCC crepIT -- $1.5 BILLION WORTH OF
COMMODITIES, UP FROM THE $750 MILLION ANNOUNCED FOR
FY 78;

(2) Increasineg PL 480, TiTLe I -- $1 BILLION WORTH

OF COMMODITIES, UP FROM THE $800 MILLION ANNOUNCED FOR
FY 78;

(3) INCREASING EXIMBANK FINANCING OF FARM COMMODITIES
FROM THE $75 MILLION ALLOCATED TO FINANCE COTTON TO
JAPAN TO AT LEAST $500 MILLION FOR THE EXPORT OF FARM
COMMODITIES;

(4)  SupporTING CCC CREDIT LEGISLATION TO PROVIDE
FINANCING OF COMMODITIES TO BETTER MEET COMPETITION IN
COUNTRIES SUCH AS THE PeoPLE’s REpuBLIC OF CHINA, THE
SovIET UNION AND CERTAIN EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES; AND,
(5) SuPPORTING WITH ADEQUATE RESOURCES AND NEW IDEAS A
MORE VIGOROUS MARKET DEVELOPMENT EFFORT.
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[ SINCERELY BELIEVE THAT THE BEST WAY OUT OF THE
CURRENT COST-PRICE SQUEEZE IN WHICH SO MANY U.S. FARMERS
ARE CAUGHT IS THROUGH EXPANDED EXPORTS, AND REDUCED INFLATION.
I BELIEVE THAT PROPER ATTENTION TO THESE FIVE RECOMMENDATIONS
WILL GO A LONG WAY TOWARD ALLEVIATING THE CURRENT FARM PROBLEM
AND REDUCING INFLATION,

SPEAKING OF INFLATION, ONE WAY THAT PRESIDENT CARTER CAN
COMBAT INFLATION, RESTORE BUSINESS CONFIDENCE, AND HELP FARMERS
CONTROL THEIR RAPIDLY RISING COSTS IS TO REAPPOINT ARTHUR BURNS
TO THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE FEDERAL RESERVE BoArD. HE IS
STEADFAST IN THE MATTER OF A SOUND DOLLAR, AND DOES NOT BEND
TO THE PREVAILING POLITICAL WINDS. UNLIKE THE SECRETARY OF THE
TREASURY, BLUMENTHAL, ARTHUR BURNS IS DETERMINED TO PROTECT THE
VALUE OF THE DOLLAR, BOTH HERE AND ABROAD. MOREOVER, HE IS
RESPECTED THROUGHOUT THE U.S, BUSINESS COMMUNITY -- WHERE
INVESTMENTS TO CREATE JOBS COME FROM -- AND IN THE FINANCIAL
HEADQUARTERS OF EVERY ALLY WE HAVE ABROAD. AND HIS PRESTIGE IS SO
GREAT -- BOTH WITH CONGRESS AND BUSINESS LEADERS -- THAT HE
CAN DO MORE THAN ANY OTHER SINGLE OFFICIAL TO HELP CONTROL
THE SPENDING PRESSURES AND HOLD INFLATIONARY PRESSURES DOWN .
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PRESIDENT CARTER WOULD DO WELL TO PONDER ANOTHER
IMPORTANT ASPECT OF THE BURNS REAPPOINTMENT. SINCE WORLD
WAR II, THERE HAS BEEN INSUFFICIENT MONEY INVESTED FOR NEW
AND EFFICIENT MACHINERY. THIS IS ONE REASON THAT THERE ARE
NOT ENOUGH JOBS TO GO AROUND AND UNEMPLOYMENT IS TOO HIGH.
JOBS COST MONEY -- AN INVESTMENT PER WORKER ofF $20,000,
$50,000, or EVEN $100,000 1N SOME INDUSTRIES. [HIS REQUIRES
SAVING, INVESTMENT, AND OF CRUCIAL IMPORTANCE AT ANY GIVEN
TIME, CONFIDENCE ON THE PART OF BOARDS OF DIRECTORS THAT THE
INVESTMENTS WILL PAY OFF,

ARTHUR BURNS KNOWws THIS. HE ALSO KNOWS THAT BUSINESS SPEND-
ING FOR NEW MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT IS LAGGING BADLY AND ACTING
AS A DRAG ON THE RECOVERY. ALSO HE IS RESPECTED ABROAD, FAILURE
TO REAPPOINT HIM WOULD RESULT IN LOSS OF CONFIDENCE BY FOREIGN
LEADERS -- ALL OF WHOM HAVE GREAT CONFIDENCE IN HIM, AND
UNDERCUT THE VERY CONFIDENCE IN THE VALUE OF THE DOLLAR THAT THIS
NATION SO BADLY NEEDS.

ALL IN ALL, THERE IS A VERY SIMPLE REASON WHY PRESIDENT
CARTER SHOULD REAPPOINT BURNS, AND DO IT FORTHWITH: ARTHUR
BURNS 1S THE BEST PERSON IN THE COUNTRY FOR THE JOB.
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[ URGE SECRETARY BERGLAND TO SET A NATIONAL GOAL OF
$30 BILLION IN FARM EXPORTS BY 1980 AND THEN TO TAKE
APPROPRIATE ACTIONS - SUCH AS THESE WHICH I HAVE MENTIONED -

TO MAKE IT BECOME A REALITY. THE ATTENDANT BENEFITS NOT
ONLY TO OUR FARMERS, BUT ALSO TO THE NATION, WOULD BE OF
GREAT SIGNIFICANCE,

THE AMERICAN FARMER AND RANCHER ARE FUTURE ORIENTED --
WAITING FOR SEEDING; WAITING FOR RAIN, FOR CALVING, FOR THE CROP
TO GROW; WAITING FOR THE HARVEST AND GOOD MARKETS AND THEN,

AS WINTER LIES OVER THE LAND, PREPARING AGAIN TO REPEAT THE CYCLE,

THEY HAVE A MAGNIFICENT RECORD IN TAKING THE EARTH, THE
SUN, AND THE RAIN AND PRODUCING THE RAW MATERIALS OF THE
ABUNDANT LIFE. IT TAKES THE COURAGE, THE DETERMINATION OF
SO MANY WHO STAND IN HAIL-SHATTERED OR DROUGHT-KILLED FIELDS,
GRIMLY PLANNING FOR NEXT YEAR, OR THOSE WHO RIDE HORSEBACK INTO
THE BLIZZARD LOOKING FOR A HERD THAT REPRESENTS THEIR LIFE'S
WORK .

THESE FARM FAMILIES HAVE A BELIEF THAT TOMORROW WILL BE A
BRIGHTER AND BETTER DAY -- A BELIEF THAT CARRIES THEM THROUGH
HAIL, STORM, AND DROUGHT -- AND WE SHOULD ALL DO WHAT WE CAN
TO SEE THAT THIS BRIGHTER DAY MAY BE AT HAND. CERTAINLY,
AGRICULTURE NOW IS FAR BETTER EQUIPPED TO PLAY ITS FULL ROLE IN
THE DOMESTIC AND WORLD ECONOMIES THAN IT EVER HAS. BUILDING ON
THE PROGRESS OF THESE YEARS, WE CAN, IF THE NEEDED FUNDS, RESOURCES,
AND LEADERSHIP ARE FORTHCOMING, REALIZE THE KIND OF FUTURE FARMERS
AND RANCHERS DESERVE AND THE WELFARE OF THE NATION’S NEEDS,
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