
REMARKS oF SENATOR BoB DoLE 

REPUBLICAN DINNER 

LANCASTER (OUNTY1 PENNSYLVANIA 

TUESDAY1 MAY 3J 1977 

To VISIT A CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT THAT HAS BEEN 

REPRESENTED BY A REPUBLICAN WITHOUT EXCEPTION -- EVER 

SINCE THE PARTY WAS FOUNDED IS A SPIRITUALLY UPLIFTING 

EXPERIENCE. I RELISH IT WITH A RARE AND INDESCRIBABLE JOY, 

THE PARTY THAT IS OUT OF POWER IN WASHINGTON NEVER HAS 

AN EASY TIME OF IT1 AND THESE ARE HARDLY THE BEST OF TIMES 

FOR REPUBLICANS, 

THE NEW PRESIDENT CAME ON STAGE WITH HEAVY FANFARE. 

fOR WEEK AFTER WEEK1 HE WAS OUR CONSTANT COMPANION ON THE 

TELEVISION SCREEN AND ON THE FRONT PAGES OF OUR NEWSPAPERS 

AND MAGAZINES, 

' 
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IDEAS SHORT-LIVED 

FOLLOWING THIS INTRODUCTORY SPLURGE OF SYMBOLISM) 

THE PRESIDENT HAS BEEN IMPARTING A LOT OF IDEAS, THEY'RE 

NOT ALL GOOD IDEAS, SOME OF THEM AREN'T VERY WELL THOUGHT 

THROUGH, THEY AREN'T NECESSARILY CONSISTENT ONE WITH THE 

OTHER. AND SOME OF THEM AREN'T VERY LONG LASTING. Bur I 

MUST SAY HE HAS GOTTEN OUR ATTENTION, 

IN THE MEANTIME) THE AMERICAN TELEVISION AUDIENCE IS 

ABOUT TO BE TREATED TO A FAMILIAR PERSONALITY FROM THE RECENT 

PAST -- COURTESY OF DAVID FROST. THE NEWS MAGAZINES HAVE A 

FAMILIAR REPUBLICAN FACE ON THE COVER, THE NEWSPAPERS ARE 

QUOTING FROM HITHERTO UNDISCLOSED TAPES OF WHITE HOUSE CONVERSATIONS, 

AN ALL TOO FAMILIAR THEME, A HARSH NOISE -- FOR OUR PARTY, 

WE ARE REMINDED ONCE AGAIN OF THE DIFFICULTY OF DISENTANGLING 

OURSELVES) AS A PARTY) FROM THIS UNFORTUNATE CHAPTER IN 

AMERICAN HISTORY. 
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Bur IT MUST BE DONE AND IT CAN BE DONE. ONE NEED 

ONLY COME TO LANCASTER COUNTY FOR SOME OF THE ANSWERS. THE 

REPUBLICAN PARTY CAN SUCCEED) AS IT HAS HEREJ BY REACHING OUT 

TO THE VOTERS, BY TAKING RESPONSIBLE POSITIONS ON ISSUES) 

BASED ON SOUND PRINCIPLES AND GOOD COMMON SENSE) OUR PARTY 

CAN THRIVE ELSEWHERE) AS IT HAS HEREJ BY BUILDING A STRONG 

YEAR-AROUND ORGANIZATION FROM THE GRASS ROOTS UPJ AND NOT BY 

DECREE FROM ON HIGH, Goon ORGANIZATION WILL COME FROM THE 

PRECINCTS -- NOT THE REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE. lHAT 

OUGHT TO BE CLEAR BY NOW, 

MosT OF ALLJ WE CAN WIN BY RUNNING THE HIGHEST CALIBER 

CANDIDATES, 

PENNSYLVANIA DUTCH SEAT 

THE "PENNSYLVANIA DUTCH SEAT" IN CONGRESS HAS BEEN IN 

REPUBLICAN HANDS SINCE THE DAYS OF THADDEUS STEVENS BECAUSE 

THE PARTY PUT UP GOOD CANDIDATES -- UP TO AND INCLUDING YOUR 

PRESENT REPRESENTATIVE) BOB WALKER. 
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I AM SORRY THAT ED ESHLEMAN CANNOT BE WITH US TONIGHT, 

HIS TEN YEARS OF DfSTINGUISHED SERVICE IN THE HOUSE LEFT AN 

IMPRINT ON OUR NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL POLICY THAT WILL REMAIN 

FOR MANY YEARS, THE ESHLEMAN AMENDMENT THAT PROHIBITED 

FEDERALLY AIDED COLLEGES FROM ENFORCING A PREFERENTIAL QUOTA 

SYSTEM IN THE ADMISSION OF STUDENTS IS ONE EXAMPLE OF HIS 

LASTING CONTRIBUTION, PREFERENTIAL QUOTAS BASED ON ANYTHING 

OTHER THAN INDIVIDUAL ABILITY ARE CONTRARY TO THE AMERICAN 

TRADITION, WE CAN NEVER JUSTIFY DISCRIMINATING AGAINST SOME 

OF OUR YOUNG PEOPLE AND PUNISHING THEM TO MAKE UP FOR WHATEVER 

WRONGS THEIR ANCESTORS MAY HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR IN THE 

PAST, 

En IS MISSED IN WASHINGTON, l AM GLAD TO KNOW THAT 

HE IS TAKING ADVANTAGE OF HIS BACKGROUND AS A TEACHER AND HIS 

EXPERIENCE IN CONGRESS TO GIVE COLLEGE AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

THROUGHOUT THIS REGION A UNIQUE INSIGHT INTO THE WORLD OF 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS BEYOND WHAT COULD BE GLEANED FROM ANY TEXTBOOK. 
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BoB WALKER GETS RUNNING START 

Bur I WANT YOU ALL TO KNOW THAT BOB WALKER IS CARRYING 
- -

ON IN THE BEST TRADITIONS OF THE 16TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, 

His EXPERIENCE ON En's STAFF MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR BoB TO BEGIN 

HIS NEW RESPONSIBILITIES WITH A RUNNING START. You CAN BE 

PROUD OF THE JOB HE IS DOING, 

BOB WALKER AND I ARE MEMBERS OF THE MINORITY -- THE 

"LOYAL OPPOSITION" IN CONGRESS, As SUCH, AND AS AMERICANS, I 
KNOW BOTH OF US WISH PRESIDENT CARTER WELL. 

OUR POSITION AS REPUBLICANS IN CONGRESS SHOULD BE --

AND WILL BE -- TO SUPPORT HIM WHEN HE IS RIGHT, WHEN HE IS 

WRONG, WE CAN SERVE OUR COUNTRY BEST -- AND MERIT THE CONFIDENCE 

OF THE VOTERS -- BY OFFERING ALTERNATIVE IDEAS IN A SPIRIT OF 

CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM, 
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SAYING "No" TO MORE AND BIGGER GOVERNMENT IS NOT ENOUGH 

BY ITSELF, WE'VE GOT TO SPELL OUT HOW THE FORCES OF OUR PRIVATE 

ENTERPRISE SYSTEM CAN BE HARNESSED TO DEAL WITH PROBLEMS THAT 

ARE OF IMMEDIATE CONCERN TO MANY OF OUR CITIZENS, AND THAT IT 

CAN BE DONE MORE EFFECTIVELY THAT WAY THAN BY EXPANDING THE 

GOVERNMENT BUREAUCRACY AND RAISING TAXES, 

THE PRESIDENT FINALLY SAW THE WISDOM OF OUR ARGUMENT 

AGAINST A ONE-SHOT INCOME TAX REBATE, THE REBATE WOULD HAVE 

HEAPED FUEL ON THE FIRES OF INFLATION AT JUST THE WRONG TIME. 

BUSINESS CONFIDENCE WOULD HAVE BEEN SEVERELY IMPAIRED, 

UNFORTUNATELY, THE PRESIDENT DID NOT FOLLOW OUR LEAD 

BY ALSO SUPPORTING A PERMANENT REDUCTION OF INCOME TAX RATES, 

TO EASE THE LOAD ON LOW AND MIDDLE INCOME AMERICANS FOR WHOM 

THE RISING COST OF LIVING IS A CONSTANT PROBLEM -- AND BY 

ACTING TO BRING THE FEDERAL BUDGET CLOSER TO BALANCE, 
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SPEAKING OF FUELJ I HOPE THE ADMINISTRATION WILL SEE 

THE LIGHT AND WITHDRAW THE PRESIDENT'S PROPOSED GASOLINE TAX 

INCREASE, A HUGE BOOST IN THE GAS TAX -- EVEN IF THE REVENUE 

IS RETURNED TO THE GENERAL TAXPAYING PUBLIC -- WOULD 

DISCRIMINATE UNFAIRLY AGAINST PEOPLE WHO MUST DRIVE THEIR 

CARS LONG DISTANCES, A REDISTRIBUTION OF INCOME BASED ON USE 

OF THE AUTOMOBILE MAKES NO SENSE -- AT LEAST NOT UNTIL THERE 

HAS BEEN AN OPPORTUNITY TO FIND OUT WHETHER PROVIDING GREATER 

ECONOMIC INCENTIVES TO PRODUCERS WILLJ IN FACTJ RESULT IN 

SIGNIFICANT INCREASES IN THE SUPPLY OF OIL AND NATURAL GAS, 

TACKLING INFLATION 

How TO GIVE THE CONSUMER DEPENDABLE SOURCES OF ENERGY) 

A SECURE JOBJ AND REASONABLY STABLE PRICES WON'T BE EASY, 

INFLATION IS A PERPLEXING PROBLEM, PRESIDENT FORD CUT 

THE INFLATION RATE FROM 13%J WHEN HE TOOK OFFICE) TO LESS THAN 

5%J WHEN HE LEFT THE WHITE HOUSE, AND NOWJ EVEN WITHOUT THE 

ENERGY TAX INCREASE THAT PRESIDENT CARTER HAS REQUESTED) THE 

RATE OF INFLATION HAS BEEN CLIMBING SINCE JANUARY, 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 7 of 12



- 8 -

THE FASTEST GROWING ITEM IN THE COST OF LIVING IS 

TAXES, 

THERE ARE SO MANY VARIETIES OF TAXES THAT ONE IS 
- - -

CERTAIN TO SPRING UP (LIKE THE PROPOSED GAS TAX) WHILE OTHERS 

ARE KEPT IN PLACE. THE PAYROLL TAX TAKES A BIG BITE OUT OF 

MOST PAYCHECKS, MORE THAN HALF THE WORK FORCE NOW PAYS MORE 

IN SOCIAL SECURITY TAXES THAN IN INCOME TAXES, SINCE 1973} 
THAT TAX RATE HAS ALMOST DOUBLED SO THAT A WORKER EARNING 

THE FULL TAX BASE OF $16)500 THIS YEAR WILL PAY $965 -- A 

SUM MATCHED BY HIS EMPLOYER} FOR A TOTAL OF $1)930. UNDER 

CURRENT LAWJ THE TAKEOUT IS SCHEDULED TO GO TO $2)360 IN 

1980} NOT ALLOWING FOR AUTOMATIC INCREASES IN THE TAX BASE 

TIED TO AVERAGE EARNINGS. 

A WORKER WHO GETS A PAY RAISE THINKS HE'S GOING TO 

KEEP PACE WITH RISING PRICES. Nor ONLY WILL HE BE PAYING MORE 

SOCIAL SECURITY TAXES. Bur HE ALSO FACES THE PROSPECT OF BEING 

AUTOMATICALLY PUSHED INTO A HIGHER INCOME TAX RATE BRACKET. 

THIS IS ONE OF THE MOST INSIDIOUS EFFECTS OF INFLATION: PAY 

RAISES AND PURCHASING POWER EATEN AWAY BY HIGHER PRICES AND 

INDIRECT INCREASES IN TAXES. 
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ADJUST RATES FOR INFLATION 

WHEN MR. CARTER RECENTLY CAME OUT WITH SOME ANTI-

INFLATION RECOMMENDATIONS1 HE FORGOT ONE OF THE MOST LOGICAL 

STEPS, HE NEGLECTED TO ENDORSE LEGISLATION l FAVOR WHICH WOULD 

ADJUST TAX RATES DOWNWARD AUTOMATICALLY AS THE COST OF LIVING 

GOES UP, THAT WOULD PREVENT A WORKER FROM BEING PUSHED INTO 

A HIGHER TAX BRACKET EVEN THOUGH HIS EFFECTIVE PURCHASING 

POWER HAD NOT IMPROVED ANY. 

BECAUSE THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY IS SO COMMITTED TO GOVERNMENT 

ACTION1 SO TRADITION-BOUND1 SO TIED TO PAST PROGRAMS THAT NEVER 

WORKED1 IT IS THE REPUBLICAN PARTY THAT OFFERS THE EXCITING 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR NEW APPROACHES, THE POSITIONS THAT WE TAKE 

ARE IN TUNE WITH THE INTERESTS OF ALL AMERICANS IN ALL WALKS OF 

LIFE, ALL CLASSES AND ALL RACES -- A SLUM YOUTH WHO CAN'T 

FIND A JOB1 A YOUNG COUPLE STRUGGLING TO SAVE THE DOWN PAYMENT 

FOR A HOUSE1 A SMALL FARMER -- ALL FEEL THE IMPACT OF 

INFLATION AND UNDERSTAND THE FUTILE WASTEFULNESS OF GOVERNMENT 

PROGRAMS THAT DON'T WORK, 
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WHEN IT COMES TO INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO NAGGING 

PROBLEMS) THE TRUTH IS OUR PARTY IS UNDER FEWER CONSTRAINTS 

AND INHIBITIONS THAN IS THE OTHER PARTY. WE CAN OFFER FRESH 

IDEAS THAT DRAW ON THE STRENGTH OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR) REVERSE 

THE BURGEONING GROWTH OF GOVERNMENT) AND WIND UP COSTING 

THE TAXPAYERS LESS, 

lT IS TOO EARLY TO TELL WHETHER THE (ARTER ADMINISTRATION 

WILL PRESENT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WITH A WELL-DEFINED CONSISTENT 

PHILOSOPHICAL POSITION. PERHAPS THE PRESIDENT WILL) AND PERHAPS 

HIS ADMINISTRATION WILL APTLY REFLECT THE VALUES AND ASPIRATIONS 

OF A MAJORITY OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. Bur so FAR) THE PRESIDENT 

HAS BEEN RUSHING OUT WITH PARTIAL PROGRAMS EASILY BACKED AWAY 

FROM THE FIRST TENTATIVE SIGN OF OPPOSITION. 
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GOP DOES HAVE IMPACT 

FOR A PARTY WITH SO FEW TOEHOLDS IN THE SOURCES OF 

POWER} THE REPUBLICAN PARTY IS HAVING ITS IMPACT ON POLICY, 

THE COMMON SITE PICKETING BILL FAILED TO PASS THE HOUSE 

BECAUSE WE WERE ABLE TO ILLUSTRATE THE EFFECT OF WORK STOPPAGES 

ON THE PRICE OF A NEW HOUSE, THE PRICE OF A NEW HOUSE IS NOW 

BEYOND THE REACH OF MOST YOUNG COUPLES. THAT'S SOMETHING 

EVERYONE CAN UNDERSTAND. FARM POLICY IS ANOTHER EXAMPLE. 

THE ADMINISTRATION RECONSIDERED ITS UNREALISTIC POSITION ON 

THE PENDING FARM BILL BECAUSE REPUBLICANS WERE ABLE TO POINT 

UP ITS INADEQUACY. 

MR, CARTER SHOWS EVERY SIGN OF GETTING READY TO FLOOD 

THE CONGRESS WITH ILL-PREPARED} INCOMPLETE} LEGISLATIVE 

PROPOSALS -- DROPPING THEM OVERBOARD -- AND THEN RUNNING FOR 

REELECTION AGAINST THE DEMOCRATIC-CONTROLLED HOUSE AND SENATE. 
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lF WE DO NOT ALLOW OURSELVES TO BE DISTRACTED BY 

FACTIONAL STRIFEJ AND INSIST ON UNWISE PLEDGES OF IDEOLOGICAL 

PURITYJ THE FUTURE OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY CAN BE PROMISING, 

lF WE REMAIN TRUE TO OUR PRINCIPLESJ WHILE DOING A BETTER JOB 

OF RELATING OUR POSITIONS TO THE EVERY-DAY INTERESTS OF THE 

AMERICAN PEOPLEJ OUR CAUSE WILL PREVAILJ BECAUSE OUR POSITIONS 

ARE IN THE INTERESTS OF A MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE. ALL OF 

DAVID FROST'S INTERVIEWS EVENTUALLY WILL PALE ALONGSIDE THAT 

VERIFIABLEJ UNTAPED TRUTH. 

##### 
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