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REMARKS OF SENATOR BOB DOLE
Knox CounTY REPUBLICAN DINNER

VINCENNES, INDIANA
SATURDAY, ApriIL 1, 1977

ONE STATE THAT PRESIDENT FORD AND I KNEW
WOULD BE IN THE REPUBLICAN COLUMN LAST NOVEMBER WAS
THE HooSIER STATE. You DID NOT FAIL US. JERRY FORD AND
[ WILL NEVER FORGET YOUR RESOUNDING SUPPORT IN THAT
ELECTION. SOMEHOW, THE FUNERAL NOTICES THAT HAVE BEEN
PUBLISHED SO FREQUENTLY ABOUT THE DEMISE OF THE REPUBLICAN
PARTY NEVER SEEM TO REACH THE WABASH AND THE OHIO.
INDIANA IS A STATE WITH TWO STRONG PARTIES, AND THAT IS
GOOD FOR THE COUNTRY. [|HE KEEN COMPETITION REQUIRES
THAT EACH PARTY BE A TRUE CROSS-SECTION OF THE ELECTORATE,
AND NOT REPRESENT SOME NARROW SEGMENT OF THE POPULATION.
THAT HAS PROVEN TO BE GOOD FOR THE COUNTRY.
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YouR SUCCESS AS REPUBLICANS UNDERSCORES THE
IMPORTANCE OF RUNNING GOOD CANDIDATES, MAINTAINING AN
EFFECTIVE ORGANIZATION FROM THE GRASS ROOTS UP -- NOT
SOMETHING THAT IS ORDAINED FROM THE TOP DOWN -- AVOIDING
FACTIONAL SPLITS, AND BEING IN TUNE WITH THE INTERESTS
AND ATTITUDES OF ALL VOTERS IN YOUR STATE. Dick LuGAR'S
ARRIVAL IN THE SENATE IS A HAPPY EVENT, NOT JUST FOR INDIANA
AND THE REPUBLICAN PARTY, BUT FOR THE VENERABLE INSTITUTION
IN WHICH WE SERVE, HE REPRESENTS YOUR STATE WELL AND HAS
A MOST PROMISING FUTURE AHEAD OF HIM. HE 1s ExHIBIT A
OF WHAT [’M TALKING ABOUT -- AN ATTRACTIVE, DYNAMIC
CAND IDATE WHO UNDERSTANDS PARTY ORGANIZATION -- AND
UNDERSTANDS HOW TO WIN,
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THESE PAST FEW WEEKS -— A PROLONGED LINCOLN DAY
SEASON WHICH SEEMS TO COME CLOSER TO THE FOURTH OF SULY -~
ARE THE TRADITIONAL OCCASION FOR REPUBLICANS TO COME TOGETHER,
CONSIDER THEIR COMMON ROOTS AS A PARTY, AND REFLECT ON
WHAT WE CAN OFFER THE NATION -- WHAT COURSE WE SHOULD TAKE
IN THE FUTURE, TRAVELING AND SPEAKING IN MANY DIFFERENT
SECTIONS OF THE COUNTRY AT AFFAIRS SUCH AS THIS, [ FounD
REPUBLICANS WHO ARE ENTHUSIASTIC AND FULL OF HOPE. THE
RepURLICAN PARTY WAS FOUNDED HERE IN THE MiDwesT oN MR,
L INCOLN'S TIMELESS PRINCIPLES OF HUMAN LIBERTY.

We LIVE IN A FAR MORE COMPLICATED AGE TODAY. Rut
THE QUEST FOR LIBERTY AND FREEDOM IS NEVER-ENDING., THE
PRESSURES OF AN OVER-REGULATED SOCIETY, AND SENSELESS
BUREAUCRATIC DOMINATION, REACH INTO EVERY CORNER OF OUR
LIVES.
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OURS 1S STILL THE PARTY OF PRINCIPLE, MUR PRINCIPLES
NEED NOT BE BENT THIS WAY AND THAT EITHER TO WIN VOTES
OR TO PACIFY THE CONTRASTING ELEMENTS IN THE PARTY'S
CONSTITUENCY, QURS IS STILL THE PARTY OF COMMON SENSF,
OurRS IS STILL THE PARTY OF INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM AND
RESPONSIBILITY.,

FREEDOM ISSUES

THERE ARE NEW FREEDOM ISSUES CROWDING THE AGENDA
IN WASHINGTON THESE DAYS,
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-~ FREEDOM FROM CRIMINAL TERROR, 0UR SOCIETY IS
WORSE OFF THAN ANYONE COULD HAVE IMAGINED IF WE CANNOT
DEVISE METHODS FOR PROTECTING OURSELVES AGAINST THE FEAR
OF ATROCITIES AT THE HANDS OF TERRORIST GANGS WHO THREATEN
TO MURDER HOSTAGES. THERE MUST BE SOME CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD
LIMITATIONS IN THE FUTURE ABOUT WHAT IS AND IS NOT NEGOTIABLE
IN SUCH SITUATIONS —-- AND THE RIGHT OF THE RINGLEADER TO
WALK HOME IMMEDIATELY —-- BEFORE THE VICTIMS HAVE HARDLY
HAD TIME TO BE REUNITED WITH THEIR LOVED ONES -- ON NO
MORE THAN HIS PROMISE TO SHOW UP FOR TRIAL == SHOULD NOT
BE ON THE TABLE FOR BARGAINING, TO DO THIS IS TO HOLD
OUR JUDICIAL SYSTEM ITSELF HOSTAGE.

NNE APPROACH IS A BILL | INTRODUCED WHICH WOULD
PREVENT THE IMMEDIATE PRE-TRIAL RELEASE WITHOUT BAIL OF
ANYONE ACCUSED OF THREATENING THE LIVES OF HOSTAGES. 100
MANY CRIMINALS WITH RECORDS ARE TURNED LOOSE TO COMMIT NEW
CRIMES WHILE AWAITING TRIAL. THE BAIL SYSTEM ITSELF IS
IN NEED OF REVIEW, IN OUR CONCERN FOR THE CONSTITUTIONAL
RIGHTS OF DEFENDANTS, WE HAVE FORGOTTEN THE EVEN MORE
BASIC RIGHT OF DEFENSELESS POTENTIAL VICTIMS TO BE LEFT
ALONE -- NOT TO BE FREE GAME FOR MUGGERS, ARMED ROBBERS,
RAPISTS AND OTHER VIOLENT CRIMINALS,
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-- ANOTHER FREEDOM 1S THE FREEDOM TO JOIN A UNION
OR NOT JOIN A LABOR UNIDN; AS THE WORKER PREFERS, SOME
20 STATES, AS YOU KNOW, HAVE CHOSEN TO PASS LAWS PROMIBITING
COMPULSORY UNION MEMBERSHI® AGREEMENTS, MTHER STATES HAVE
CHOSEN NOT TO. ONCE AGAIN THIS YEAR: ORGANIZED LABOR IS
TRYING TO HAVE THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SUPERCEDE THE STATES
ON THIS AND FLATLY PROHIBIT THE STATES FROM PROHIBITING
COMPULSORY UNION SHOP AGREEMENTS.

FLECTORAL REFORM

-~ ANOTHER FREEDOM IS FREEDOM OF CHOICE ~- FREEDOM
OF POLITICAL CHOICE. [N THE NAME OF "ELECTORAL REFORM,"
PRESIDENT CARTER HAS PROPOSED SOME CHANGES THAT COULD MOVE
US CLOSER TO A ONE-PARTY NATION. [N THE BLAND NAME OF

"

"REFORM,” THE NEW OVERLORD OF THE MEMOCRATIC PARTY IS
BLATANTLY TRYING TO DESTROY THE REPUBLICAN PARTY AS A
VIABLE SECOND PARTY. ALL WHO BELIEVE, AS [ DO, THAT THE
COMPETITION BETWEEN TWO STRONG PARTIES HAS SERVED THIS
COUNTRY WELL SHOULD BE APPALLED AT THE GRAND DESIGN BEHIND

SUCH A PLAN.
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UNFORTUNATELY, SOME REPUBLICAN LEADERS IN YWASHINGTON
WERE SUCKED INTO AN ENDORSEMENT OF THE FIRST OF THESE
"REFORM” PROPOSALS" INSTANT, ON-THE-SPOT VOTER REGISTRATION,
THE PRESIDENT AND A GREAT MANY OTHER DEMOCRATS WOULD LIKE
TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR ANYONE TO VOTE IN A PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTION JUST BY WALKING IN OFF THE STREET AND PRESENTING
SOME KIND OF PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION,

THIS WOULD BE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR FRAUD ON A SCALE
THAT THE BOSSES IN Cook CounTy, TLLINOIS, COULD NEVER HAVE
DARED DREAM OF,

[ WANT TO MAKE IT AS EASY AS POSSIBLE FOR EVERYONE
WHO WANTS TO VOTE TO VOTE -- BUT ONLY ONCE IN ANY ONE
ELECTION.
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WiDESPREAD FRAUD

THE PROBLEMS OF POLICING SUCH A DUAL SYSTEM OF
REGISTRATION WOULD BE ALMOST INSURMOUNTABLE. THE STATE
OF WISCONSIN HAS EXPERIMENTED WITH A SIMILAR PLAN., IN
LAST NOVEMBER'S ELECTION, OVER 63,000 NEW VOTERS IN
MILWAUKEE ALONE WERE REGISTERED ON ELECTION DAY AND
PARTICIPATED IN THAT ELECTION. IHE MILWAUKEE JOURNAL LATER

FOUND WIDESPREAD EVIDENCE OF FRAUD., [HE WISCONSIN SYSTEM
REQUIRES THAT THE COUNTY CLERK ATTEMPT TO VERIFY THE
ACTUAL EXISTENCE OF THE NEW VOTERS BY POSTCARD AFTER THE
ELECTION, BUT BY THE TIME ANY DISCREPANCIES ARE IRONED
OUT, INAUGURATION DAY WILL HAVE COME AND GONE,

IT HAS BEEN ESTIMATED THAT SOME 25 MILLION ADDITIONAL
VOTERS WOULD TAKE PART IN THE ELECTION, ALL REAL LIFE
AMERICANS WHO ARE OLD ENOUGH TO VOTE =- AND WANT TO VOTE --

SHOULD BE ABLE TO DO SO -~ ONCE, BUT VOTING OUGHT TO BE
A POSITIVE DECISION, WE DON’T WANT POLITICAL BOSSES
DRAGOONING REAL OR IMAGINED CITIZENS TO THE POLLS --
CITIZENS WHO PROBABLY WON'T HAVE THE FOGGIEST NOTION WHO
THE CANDIDATES ARE,
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THE ACT OF NON-VOTING IS ITSELF OFTEN A DELIBERATE
DECISION, THE EXPERTS TELL US., BOTH OF OUR PARTIES SHOULD
DWELL ON HOW BETTER TO COMMUNICATE WITH THESE AMERICANS
AND ACTIVATE THEIR INTEREST IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS. HAVING
LABOR UNIONS AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS ROUND THEM UP AND
HERD THEM OFF TO THE POLLS ON ELECTION DAY IS NOT THE
ANSWER ,

ANOTHER OF THE CARTER "REFORMS” 1S MOTIVATED BY
PARTISAN CONSIDERATIONS, |HE PRESIDENT HAS CALLED FOR
THE REPEAL OF THE HATCH ACT PROTECTION AGAINST POLITICAL
ACTIVITY BY FEDERAL EMPLOYEES. [HIS WOULD MAKE IT POSSIBLE
TO MOBILIZE THE FEDERAL BUREAUCRACY INTO A POWERFUL
POLITICAL MACHINE., THE HATCH ACT WAS DESIGNED TO PROTECT
THE INTEGRITY OF THE CIvIL SERVICE FROM POLITICAL ABUSE,

[T WAS DESIGNED TO PROTECT CIVIL SERVANTS FROM THE
POLITICAL PRESSURES OF THEIR BOSSES, UNDER THE PRESIDENT'S
PLAN, POLITICAL CONFORMITY COULD BE ENFORCED., [HE BATTLE
TO CONTROL THE GROWTH AND INFLUENCE OF THE BUREAUCRACY
WOULD BE EVEN MORE DIFFICULT IF THAT BUREAUCRACY WERE
TURNED INTO A GIANT POLITICAL ORGANIZATION,
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PUBLIC FINANCING

THE THIRD REQUEST IS TO PROVIDE FOR PUBLIC FINANCING
OF CONGRESSIONAL CAMPAIGNS, THIS WOULD INVOLVE LIMITATIONS
ON PRIVATE SPENDING IN CAMPAIGNS., THE TROUBLE WITH THAT IS
THE DIFFICULTY IN RESTRICTING ALL PRIVATE CONTRIBUTIONS.
A PUBLIC SUBSIDY WOULD FREE THE LABOR UNIONS TO INVEST THEIR
ENORMOUS HUMAN AND FINANCIAL RESOURCES IN THE KIND OF CAMPAIGN
ACTIVITIES THAT WOULD NOT BE COVERED BY THE LIMITATIONS.

ALL OF THESE PROPOSALS ARE INTENDED BY THE PRESIDENT
TO STRENGTHEN HIS PARTY'S HOLD ON THE POLITICAL SYSTEM.
PARTISAN DISADVANTAGE IS NOT REASON ENOUGH TO BE AGAINST
THESE PLANS, | KNOW. To THE EXTENT THAT THEY ALSO ENCOURAGE
THE SPLINTERING AWAY OF THIRD PARTIES, THEY WOULD LEAD TO
THE DISINTEGRATION OF OUR STRONG TWO-PARTY SYSTEM -- AT A
TIME, | SUBMIT, WHEN MORE THAN EVER BEFORE, AMERICA NEEDS
A REVIVAL OF TWO STRONG PARTIES. [AKEN TOGETHER, THESE
“REFORMS” WOULD, IN FACT, BRING ABOUT A MAJOR TRANSFORMATION
ofF THE U.S. PoLITICAL SYSTEM. A DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENT AND A
DeEmocrATIC CONGRESS WOULD LIKE TO PRESIDE OVER THIS READJUSTMENT,
AND FURTHER TIP THE BALANCE OF POLITICAL POWER -- ALL IN THE
NAME OF "REFORM.”
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DiReECT ELECTION

| SUPPORT THE OBJECTIVE BEHIND ANOTHER ELECTORAL REFORM
PROPOSAL -- NAMELY, THE POPULAR ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT. I
AGREE THAT THE CANDIDATE WHO GETS THE MOST VOTES OUGHT TO WIN,
AND THAT NO ELECTORAL COLLEGE TECHNICALITY SHOULD INTERFERE
WITH THAT., ButT | AM SERIOUSLY CONCERNED ABOUT HOW THE DIRECT
ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT CAN BE PROVIDED WITHOUT ENCOURAGING
SPLINTER PARTIES AND MAKING IT POSSIBLE FOR A CANDIDATE TO
WIN WITH “THE MOST VOTES,” EVEN IF “THE MOST"” IS ONLY 35 OR
40 PERCENT. I HOPE A WORKABLE DIRECT ELECTION CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT CAN BE DEVELOPED, ONE THAT WOULD BE LIKELY TO
MAINTAIN OUR TWO-PARTY SYSTEM.,
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THE ULTIMATE FREEDOM, OF COURSE, IS THE FREEDOM TO
LIVE IN PEACE AND SECURITY. As REPUBLICANS, WE WISH THE
ADMINSTRATION WELL IN THE STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION DIS-
CUSSIONS WITH THE SoVIET UNIoN, "E STAND BEHIND THE PRESI-
DENT IN HIS APPARENT DETERMINATION TO DEFEND FUNDAMENTAL
HUMAN RIGHTS AND TO SETTLE FOR NOTHING THAT WOULD ENDANGER
OUR NATIONAL SECURITY.

THE FAILURE OF SECRETARY VANCE'S MIssioN To Moscow
DEMONSTRATES THE FUTILITY OF "OPEN DIPLOMACY” IN SUCH
SENSITIVE MATTERS AS NUCLEAR ARMS LIMITATIONS, INEXPERIENCED
IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS, THE PRESIDENT'S PURLIC STATEMENTS IN
ADVANCE ABOUT WHAT OUR PROPOSALS WOULD BE ON A TAKE-IT-OR
LEAVE-IT BASIS --LEFT LITTLE ROOM OFR REAL NEGOTIATIONS,

ONCE THE SOVIET LEADERS HAVE FINFISHED TESTING OUR NFW PRESI-
DENT, IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER THEY ARE SERIOUSLY INTERESTED
IN A REDUCTION OF ARMS THAT WOULD LESSEN THF DANGER OF A
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NUCLEAR HOLOCAUST. THERE IS STILL TIME TO REPAIR ANY DAMAGE,
WE ALL HOPE FOR AND SUPPORT THE RENEWAL OF NEGOTIATIONS,

OurR POSITION AS PEPUBLICANS IN CONGRESS SHOULD BE --
AND WILL BE -- TO SUPPORT HIM WHEN HE IS RIGHT. "YHEN HE IS
WRONG, WE CAN SERVE OUR COUNTRY BEST =-- AND MERIT THE CONFI-
DENCE IF THE VOTERS -- BY OFFERING ALTERNATIVE IDEAS IN A
SPIRIT OF CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM,

SAYING "NO" TO MORE AND BIGGER GOVERNMENT IS NOT ENOUGH,
WE'VE GOT TO SPELL OUT HOW THE FORCES OF OUR PRIVATE ENTER-
PRISE SYSTEM CAN BE HARNESSED TO DEAL WITH PROBLEMS THAT ARE
OF IMMEDIATE CONCERN TO MANY OF OUR CITIZENS, AND THAT IT
CAN BE DONE MORE EFFECTIVELY THAT WAY THAM BY EXPANDING THE
GOVERNMENT BUREAUCRACY AND RAISING TAXES.,

THE NEW ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN IN OFFICE NOW FOR
TWO MONTHS. THE NEW PRESIDENT AND THE MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY
HAVE BEEN OUR CONSTANT COMPANIONS ON THE TELEVISION SCREEN,
THE RADIO, AND THE FRONT PAGES OF OUR NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES,
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THE TRANSITION FROM THE EASY RHETORIC OF THE OPPOSITION
CANDIDATE TO THE AWESOME RESPONSIBILITIES OF GOVERNING
THIS NATION IS ALWAYS HARD, [T IS NATURAL FOR HIM TO WANT
TO MAKE A GOOD IMPRESSION AND TO DELAY MAKING SUBSTANTIVE
DECISIONS. RUT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE BEEN TREATED TO
A PUBLIC RELATIONS BLITZ UNPRECEDENTED IN THE HISTORY
OF THE PRESIDENCY. FROM TREE HOUSES AND TOWN MEETINGS, WE
ARE BOMBARDED WITH THE IMAGE OF A FOLKSY AMERICAN FAMILY
THAT HAS OUR BEST INTERESTES AT HEART.

AT THE TOWN MEETING IN MASSACHUSETTS, MR. CARTER
SAID HE EXPECTED TO BALANCE THE FEDERAL BUDGET WITHIN FOUR
YEARS. THAT IS A COMMENDABLE OBJECTIVE, [F WE ARE TO RESTORE
ECONOMIC VITALITY WITHOUT RUNAWAY INFLATION, FEDERAL SPENDING
MUST BE BROUGHT UNDER CONTROL. BUT THE PRESIDENT IS NOT
STARTING OFF VERY WELL THE BUDGET REVISIONS THAT HE RECOMMENDED
WOULD ADD ABOUT $10 BILLION TO THE FINAL FORD BUDGET, BRINGINA
THE TOTAL PROJECTED DEFICIT FOR THE CURRENT FISCAL YEAR TO
$68 BILLION,

HE CAMPAIGNED ON A PLEDGE TO cUT THE “HITE MOUSE STAFF
BY ONE-THIRD. S0 WHAT HAPPENED? THE YHITE HOUSE HAS GROWN BY
ALMOST ONE-THIRD SINCE MR. CARTER TOOK OFFICE, MOST OF THE
ADDITIONS MUST HAVE BEEN PUBLIC RELATIONS COUNSELORS,
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[F SOME OF THIS CREATIVE ENERGY THAT HAS BEEN DEVOTED
T0 P.R. COULD BE DIVERTED TO SOLVING THE NATION’S PRESSING
PROBLEMS -- IF THE WHITE HOUSE TEAM IS HALF AS IMAGINATIVE
GOVERNING THE COUNTRY AS IT HAS BEEN MARKETING THE CHIEF
EXECUTIVE -- | SUPPOSE WE NEED NOT FEAR,

ARMS CONTROL IS ONE OF THOSE PROBLEMS.,

How TO GET THE ECONOMY BACK IN GEAR AGAIN -— AND
MORE PEOPLE BACK TO WORK -- WITHOUT SETTING OFF A NEW SURGE
OF INFLATION -- IS ANOTHER CONCERN OF ALL OF US, CONSUMER
PRICES WENT UP IN FEBRUARY AT AN ANNUAL RATE oF 12,7
PERCENT, AN INTOLERABLE TREND THAT WE CANNOT PERMIT TO CONTINUE,
SEVERE WINTER WEATHER HAD A LOT TO DO WITH THE HIGHER FOOD
PRICES, RuT IT WAS CLEAR FROM THE | ABOR NMFPARTMENT STATISTICS
THAT MANY OF THE INCREASES WFRE UNRELATED TO THE COLD WEATHER,
WE ARE IN DANGER OF BEING CAUGHT UP IN ANOTHER INFLATION PSYCHOLOGY
THAT ACCEPTS THE INEVITABILITY OF CREEPING INFLATION. THROU-
OUT RECENT YEARS, THE GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN THE FASTEST GROWING
ITEM IN THE FAMILY BUDGET. THIS DOESN’'T TURN UP IN THE "ONSUMER
PRICE INDEX, BUT THE AVERAGE AMERICAN FAMILY KNOWS IT!
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GNP UNDER FEWER CONSTRAINTS

WHEN IT COMES DOWN TO INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO NAGGING
PUBLIC PROBLEMS, SOLUTIONS THAT REQUIRE DOWN-TO-EARTH THINKING
AND NOT STAGE-MANAGED GIMMICKS, THE TRUTH IS OUR PARTY IS
UNDER FEWER CONSTRAINTS AND INHIBITIONS THAN IS THE OTHER
PARTY. WE CAN OFFER FRESH, EXCITING IDEAS THAT DRAW ON THE
STRENGTH OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR, REVERSE THE RURGEONING GROWTH
OF GOVERNMENT, AND WIND UP COSTING THE TAXPAYERS LESS,

THESE ARE POSITIONS CONSISTENT WITH REPUBLICAN PRINIPLES,
THESE ARE POSITIONS CONSISTENT WITH THE THINKING OF MOST OF
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE -- IN GARY AND INDIANAPOLIS AND SouTH BEND,
AS WELL AS ON THE FARMS AND SMALL TOWNS. THFSE ARE POSITIONS
WHICH REPUBLICANS OF WHATEVER SUB-TITLE AND FROM WHATEVER REGION
OF OUR COUNTRY -- FROM NEw YORK OR INDIANA, OR EVEN HEORGIA --
CAN ENDORSE ENTHUSIASTICALLY,

NUR ROOTS AS A PARTY RUN DEEP, [F WE REMAIN TRUE TO
OUR PRINCIPLES, AND TAKE OUR CASE TO THE PEOPLE, IN TFRMS
THAT HAVE MEANING FOR THEIR EVERYDAY LIVES, THE TWO-PARTY
SYSTEM WILL REMAIN STRONG, AND THE FUTURE OF THE REPUBLICAN
PARTY CAN AND WILL BE BRIGHT.
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