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REMARKS BY SENATOR BOB DOLE
MONMOUTH COUNTY REPUBLICAN LINCOLN DAY DINNER

THIS MONTH OF FEBRUARY IS THE TRADITIONAL OCCASION
FOR REPUBLICANS TO COME TOGETHER, RE-EXAMINE OUR ROOTS AS
A PARTY, AND CONSIDER THEIR MEANING FOR THE FUTURE. AT
A TIME WHEN MANY AMERICANS ARE INTENSELY INTERESTED IN
ALL THE DETAILS THEY CAN UNCOVER OF THEIR ANCESTRAL
ORIGINS, IT IS VITALLY IMPORTANT THAT THE REPUBLICAN PARTY
REMEMBER WHERE IT CAME FROM . . . AND THAT IT WAS FOUNDED
ON LINCOLN'S NOBLE AND TIMELESS PRINCIPLES OF HUMAN LIBERTY.

IN AN EVER MORE COMPLICATED WORLD, THE QUEST FOR
LIBERTY TAKES DIFFERENT FORMS, AND IS NEVER-ENDING. MORE
OFTEN THAN NOT, THE CRITICAL PROBLEMS THAT WE FACE AS A
NATION ARE MADE WORSE BY BUREAUCRATIC STRANGULATION IN
WASHINGTON. WHILE MANY OF OUR CITIZENS ARE TRYING
DESPERATELY TO IMPROVE THEIR LIVES, THERE IS IN OUR LAND
A WIDENING RESENTMENT OF OUR OVER-REGULATED SOCIETY.

Page 1 of 12
c019_017_016_all_Alb.pdf




This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

s o

IN TuNE WiTH THE PEOPLE

WE LOST, FIRST, BECAUSE WE DID NOT DO A GOOD ENOUGH
JOB OF LINKING THE POSITIONS THAT WE TOOK TO THE EVERY DAY
INTERESTS OF ENOUGH PEOPLE. THE POSITIONS THAT WE TOOK
WERE SOUND. THEY WERE BASED ON SOUND PRINCIPLES. AND
THEY WERE IN TUNE WITH THE ATTITUDES AND DESIRES OF THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE. BUT WE DID NOT DO A GOOD ENOUGH JOB OF
GETTING OUR MESSAGE ACROSS,

AMONG SOME AMERICAN GROUPS, REPUBLICANS ARE STILL
THOUGHT OF AS "AGINNERS” -- A PARTY THAT CARES FOR THE RICH
AND NOT THE POOR; THE BUSINESSMAN AND NOT THE CONSUMER;
THE INDUSTRIALIST AND NOT THE ENVIRONMENTALIST; THOSE WHO
CAN HELP THEMSELVES AND NOT THOSE IN NEED. [HERE ARE SOME
BUILT-IN REASONS, OF COURSE, WHY THE MINORITY PARTY IN
CONGRESS TENDS TO BE SEEN IN A NEGATIVIST ROLE. FOR THAT
MATTER, SOME OF THE MOST IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS IN HUMAN
HISTORY HAVE BEEN “OBSTRUCTIONIST” IN THEIR INTENT --
TAKE THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, FOR EXAMPLE.,
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BUT OUR RECENT EXPERIENCE SHOULD TELL US THAT WHERE
THERE ARE PRESSING PUBLIC PROBLEMS, JUST SAYING "NO” WILL
NOT DO, WE’'VE GOT TO COME UP WITH SPECIFIC, CONCRETE,
VIABLE ALTERNATIVES TO DEMOCRATIC PROBLEMS. WHICH IS
EXACTLY WHAT REPUBLICANS IN CONGRESS ARE TRYING TO DO IN
THIS SESSION.

BEYOND THAT, [ KNOW, AND YOU KNOW, THAT WE CANNOT
WRITE OFF ENTIRE GROUPS OF AMERICANS -- [’'M THINKING NOW OF
TEN MILLION MINORITY GROUP CITIZENS -- BLACKS AND THE SPANISH-
SPEAKING AND OTHER RACIAL MINORITIES -- AND EXPECT TO BE
ANYTHING BUT A FRUSTRATED, QUIBBLING VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS.
[T IS UNTHINKABLE THAT THIS BE PERMITTED TO HAPPEN TO THE
PARTY OF LINCOLN,
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PrRINcIPLES NoT ENOUGH

DURING THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY, IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN
CUSTOMARY AT AFFAIRS LIKE THIS FOR REPUBLICAN ORATORS TO
INVOKE THE MEMORY OF OUR FOUNDER, AND TO POINT OUT -- AGAIN
AND AGAIN -- THAT IT WAS A REPUBLICAN PRESIDENT WHO FREED

ALEX HALEY'S FOREBEARERS FROM BONDAGE.

THAT'S FINE, BUT IF WE DON'T KNOW ALREADY, WE
OUGHT TO KNOW NOW == THAT ISN'T ENOUGH TO IMPRESS ALEX
HALEY'S SONS AND GRANDSONS.

EFFECTIVELY BROADENING THE BASE OF OUR PARTY CANNOT
BE ACHIEVED BY PRINCIPLE ALONE. ELECTIONS ARE WON BY
ENUNCIATING ISSUES THAT TOUCH THE LIVES OF ORDINARY PEOPLE,
ELECTIONS ARE WON BY STRONG GRASS ROOTS ORGANIZATIONS,
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ELEcTION FOR GOVERNOR IN NEW JERSEY

HERE IN NEW JERSEY, YOUR PARTY IS IN AN ENVIABLE
POSITION. YOU HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO REFUTE THE NOTION,
FASHIONABLE IN SOME CIRCLES, THAT THE REPUBLICAN PARTY IS
WITHERING AWAY AND WILL SOON BE EXTINCT. YOU CAN DEMONSTRATE
FOR THE NATION THAT A WELL-ORGANIZED REPUBLICAN VICTORY IN
THE SPECIAL MINNESOTA CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION WAS AN ENCOURAGING
SIGN FOR ALL OF US. As yvou kNow, NEw JERSEY AND VIRGINIA ARE
THE ONLY STATES ELECTING GOVERNORS THIS YEAR. AND ONLY IN
NEW JERSEY ARE REPUBLICANS IN A POSITION TO UNSEAT A
DEMOCRATIC INCUMBENT.

A REPUBLICAN VICTORY IN NEW JERSEY WILL PROVIDE A
TREMENDOUS PSYCHOLOGICAL BOOST TO THE PARTY ALL ACROSS THE
NATION. WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE 21,000 VOTE MAJORITY THAT
ALWAYS DEPENDEABLE MoNMouTH CounNTY GAVE THE FORD-DOLE TICKET
IN NovEMBER., Do AS WELL, OR BETTER, THIS NOVEMBER AND
REPUBLICANS EVERYWHERE CAN LOOK TO THE FUTURE WITH NEW
HOPE AND OPTIMISM.
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REPUBLICAN ALTERNATIVES

ON ECONOMIC POLICY, THE ENERGY CRISIS, NATIONAL
SECURITY, HOUSING, URBAN REVITALIZATION, GOVERNMENT
REORGANIZATION, AND IN MANY OTHER AREAS, REPUBLICANS CAN OFFER
FRESH COMMON-SENSE IDEAS THAT DRAW ON THE STRENGTH OF THE
PRIVATE SECTOR, REVERSE THE BURGEONING GROWTH OF THE CENTRAL
GOVERNMENT, AND WIND UP COSTING TAXPAYERS LESS.

THESE ARE POSITIONS CONSISTENT WITH REPUBLICAN
PRINCIPLES. THESE ARE POSITIONS CONSISTENT WITH THE THINKING
OF MOST OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. THESE ARE POSITIONS WHICH
REPUBLICANS OF WHATEVER SUBTITLE AND FROM WHATEVER REGION OF
OUR COUNTRY -- FROM NEwW JERSEY OR KANSAS, OR EVEN GEORGIA --
CAN ENDORSE ENTHUSIASTICALLY.
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A CASE IN POINT IS THE BLOCK GRANT APPROACH TO FEDERAL
SPENDING., OVER THE YEARS, CONGRESS DEVISED A MULTITUDE OF
SO~CALLED CATEGORICAL PROGRAMS, ALL WITH THEIR SEPARATE
RULES AND APPLICATION PROCEDURES. BEFORE LOCAL OFFICIALS
COULD MAKE USE OF FEDERAL AID TO MEET SOME LOCAL NEED, THEY
HAD TO MASTER THE MAZE OF AVAILABLE PROGRAMS, LEARN WHICH
COMBINATIONS WOULD BE HELPFUL, AND THEN FILL OUT ALL THE
REQUIRED FORMS., [T WAS, AND IS, A FRUSTRATING, NERVEWRACKING
ORDEAL.

REPUBLICANS PROPOSED, FIRST, GENERAL REVENUE SHARING,
THE AUTOMATIC RETURN OF SOME OF YOUR FEDERAL TAX DOLLARS
BACK TO YOUR COMMUNITIES FOR DISCRETIONARY SPENDING BY THE
PEOPLE WHO KNOW YOUR PROBLEMS BEST, THOSE WHO ARE CLOSEST TO
HOME. AND, SECOND, PRESIDENT FORD’S ADMINISTRATION CALLED
FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF CATEGORICAL GRANTS. HARDLY A
REVOLUTIONARY IDEA, IT IS EMINENTLY SENSIBLE. WHAT IT DOES
IS SAY: INSTEAD OF APPLYING FOR A HALF DOZEN DIFFERENT
GRANT PROGRAMS, ALL WITH THEIR SEPARATE ROLLS OF RED TAPE,

WHY NOT COMBINE THEM ALL IN ONE FLEXIBLE PROGRAM FOR COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT, FOR INSTANCE? YOUR LOCAL OFFICIALS WOULD STILL
HAVE TO MAKE APPLICATION, BUT ON ONE SET OF FORMS INSTEAD OF
DOZENS .
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IN THE BUDGET REVISIONS THAT HE SENT TO CONGRESS
THE OTHER DAY, PRESIDENT CARTER RECOMMENDED THAT THE TREND
TOWARD THE CONSOLIDATION OF FEDERAL GRANTS BE REVERSED AND
STOPPED. HE SAID THAT CONGRESS KNOWS BEST WHAT YOUR NEEDS
ARE IN MonmouTH CoUNTY. AND, WHAT'S MORE, CONGRESS KNOWS
BEST HOW TO SPEND PUBLIC FUNDS TO MEET THESE NEEDS, THE SAME
GUIDELINES, PRIORITIES, AND MULTIPLE REGULATIONS IN KEANSBURG
AS IN SALINA, KANSAS,

Now “BLOCK GRANTS” IS NOT A SUBJECT THAT WILL SET
PEOPLE TO MARCHING IN THE STREETS. IT'S NOT AS COMPELLING
OR AS EXCITING AS ABORTION OR TAXES OR THE COST OF FUEL.
BUuT IT IS IMPORTANT; IT INVOLVES FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF _
GOVERNMENT; AND EVENTUALLY IT WILL AFFECT THE POCKET BOOKS
OF AMERICANS IN ALL WALKS OF LIFE,
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JoBS AND INFLATION

MORE AND COSTLIER GOVERNMENT NEED NOT BE THE NECESSARY
RESPONSE TO EVERY CONCERN.

INSTEAD OF TEMPORARY PUBLIC SERVICE JOBS THAT EMPLOY
THE JOBLESS AT EXPENSIVE PROJECTS THAT OFTEN ARE MAKE-WORK
PROJECTS, WE FAVOR THE EMPLOYMENT TAX CREDIT -- A TAX INCENTIVE
TO EMPLOY ADDITIONAL WORKERS IN PERMANENT, PRIVATE SECTOR JOBS.

REPUBLICANS ARE CONCERNED ABOUT INFLATION. WE KNOW
THAT THE SECTOR WHICH HAS THE GREATEST IMPACT ON INFLATION
IS THE PUBLIC SECTOR. SINCE 1950, THE TAX BURDEN HAS
INCREASED BY NEARLY 600 PERCENT FOR EVERY MAN, WOMAN AND CHILD
IN AMERICA. EXPENDITURES FOR FOOD AND SHELTER HAVE GONE UP
ONLY ABOUT ONE-THIRD AS FAST. [HAT IS WHY WE STAND FOR
PERMANENT TAX CUTS, THAT IS WHY | BELIEVE WHY THE DEFICIT
IN THE FEDERAL BUDGET FOR THE NEXT FISCAL YEAR CAN BE BROUGHT
BELOW THE ALMOST $58 BILLION PLANNED BY PRESIDENT CARTER.
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IF WE ARTICULATE WHAT WE STAND FOR IN TERMS THAT CAN
BE UNDERSTOOD BY ALL AMERICANS, THERE IS NO CAUSE FOR
REPBULICANS TO BE DOWNCAST THIS FEBRUARY. WE MUST OPEN THE
DOORS OF OUR PARTY TO ALL OF OUR SO-CALLED ETHNIC GROUPS.
WE ARE IN NO SHAPE TO BE IMPOSING SCREENING TESTS OR ENTRANCE
EXAMINATIONS,

TRIBUTE To KAy NEUBERGER

ONCE AGAIN, WE MUST DO MORE TO RECOGNIZE THE ROLE OF
WOMEN IN OUR PARTY -- FROM TOP TO BOTTOM -- AS CANDIDATES,
OFFICEHOLDERS, AND AS WORKERS. IT IS A SPECIAL PLEASURE FOR
ME TO BE HERE THIS EVENING BECAUSE OF THE HONOR THAT YOU ARE
JUSTLY BESTOWING ON KAY NEUBERGER. | HAD THE GOOD FORTUNE
To BE NATIONAL CHAIRMAN DURING A PARTY OF KAY’'s 16 YEARS As
YOUR NATIONAL COMMITTEEWOMAN. SHE IS BUT ONE EXAMPLE OF THE
MILLIONS OF WOMEN ACROSS THE COUNTRY WHO FORM THE NUCLEUS
OF OUR PARTY.
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So THE REPUBLICAN PARTY HAS SOMETHING TO OFFER ALL
AMERICANS, AND IT IS OUR DUTY TO SPREAD THE WORD AT PARTY
MEETINGS, AT UNION HALLS, OVER THE BACK FENCE AND AT THE
CORNER GROCERY STORE. PEOPLE ARE THE DRIVING FORCE OF OUR
PARTY. THE RANK AND FILE WORKERS, NOT THE LEADERS, MAKE IT
HAPPEN. IF EACH REGISTERED REPUBLICAN WOULD ENLIST JUST
ONE NEW PARTY MEMBER THIS NEXT YEAR, WE WOULD DO MORE THAN
ELECT A GOVERNOR OF NEW JERSEY; WE WOULD BE THE MAJORITY
PARTY. [T DOESN’T TAKE MUCH FROM EACH OF US, BUT IT DEMANDS
SOMETHING FROM ALL OF US,

ULTIMATELY, OUR CAUSE CAN PREVAIL, FOR THE POSITIONS
ARE CONSISTENT WITH THE BEST INTERESTS OF ALL OUR PEOPLE.

ULTIMATELY, OUR CAUSE WILL PREVAIL BECAUSE OF OUR
PRINCIPLES., OUR PRINCIPLES ARE SOUND. OUR ROOTS ARE SOUND.
THEY WILL, GOD WILLING, STAND THE TEST OF TODAY, AND
TOMORROW, AND ALL THE DAYS TO COME.

RHHH
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