
REMARKS TO THE OKLAHOMA PRtSS /\SSOCIATION " · 
BY SENATOR BOB DOLE ·~ 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1977 ~ . • 
\ 

(THE TWO-PAGE LIST REFERRED TO ON PAGE 2 IS ATTACHED 
AND REFERS TO FORD'S NATURAL GAS PROPOSALS,) 

CHANGE IS ALL AROUND IN WASHINGTON THESE DAYS -- AT 

LEAST SUPERFICIALLY, 

THE BIGGEST CHANGE WON'T JUST BE ONE OF STYLE, THOUGH, 

IF PRESIDENT CARTER DOES WHAT HE SAYS HE WANTS TO DO, THE 

BIGGEST CHANGE WILL TAKE PLACE IN CONGRESS -- ON THE 

DEMOCRATIC SIDE OF THE AISLE, FOR IF THE PRESIDENT IS TO 

LIVE UP TO SOME OF HIS COMMITMENTS, THE DEMOCRATIC-CONTROLLED 

CONGRESS WILL HAVE TO DO A 180 DEGREE TURNAROUND ON A NUMBER 

OF IMPORTANT ISSUES, 

LOOK AT ENERGY, PRESIDENT CARTER SAYS WE MUST HAVE 

A COMPREHENSIVE LONG-RANGE NATIONAL ENERGY PAOGRAM, PRESIDENT 

FORD PRESENTED JUST SUCH A PROGRAM TO CONGRESS TWO YEARS 

AGO AND IT WAS REJECTED BY THE DEMOCRATIC MAJORITY, 
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PRES IDENT (ARTER IS SAYING CONSERVATION WILL BE THE 

CORNERSTONE OF ANY NATIONAL ENERGY POLICY, WHILE WE MUST 

CERTAINLY ELIMINATE ALL WASTEFUL USE OF ENERGYJ CONGRESS 

CONCLUDED THAT OUR ECONOMY WAS SO LINKED TO THE SUPPLY OF 

ENERGY THAT RELIANCE ON STRINGENT CONSERVATION MEASURES WOULD 

DEPRESS THE ECONOMY AND BE SELF-DEFEATING, 

ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS BEFORE AND AFTER THE ELECTIONJ 

MR. CARTER DECLARED HIMSELF IN FAVOR OF NATURAL GAS DEREGULATION, 

Bur THE PEOPLE HE PUT IN CHARGE OF ENERGY POLICY KEEP SAYING 

THEY'RE NOT IN FAVOR OF DEREGULATION AND THEY DON'T THINK 

HE IS EITHER, 

WHENEVER SOMEONE COMES FROM WASHINGTON AND TALKS TO YOU 

ABOUT HOW THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS GOING ABOUT SOLVING OUR 

SHORTAGE OF NATURAL GASJ YOU MUST HAVE THE FEELING THAT 

THESE DECISIONS ARE BEING MADE ON ANOTHER PLANET -- IN A 

FAR-OFF WORLD OF MAKE-BELIEVE. 

l DON'T BLAME YOU, 
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IN A STATE WHERE THE ECONOMY IS SO CLOSELY TIED TO 

THE PRODUCTION OF OIL AND GAS) I WON'T WASTE YOUR TIME BY 

PREACHING A SERMON ON DEREGULATION. You ARE IN TOUCH WITH 

THE VIEWS AND THE BEST INTERESTS OF YOUR COMMUNITIES AND 

YOUR READERS. You KNOW MORE ABOUT THE REAL DOWN-TO-EARTH 

MEANING OF THE ENERGY CRISIS THAN ANY OF US IN WASHINGTON 

EVER WILL, 

THE TRUTH OF THE MATTER IS THAT WHEN GERALD FORD WAS 

PRESIDENT) HE OUTLINED A COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM TO DEAL WITH 

THE ENERGY PROBLEM OVER THE LAST TWO DECADES, HERE IS A 

LIST OF THE STEPS THAT WERE TAKEN BY PRESIDENT FORD THAT 

WOULD HAVE HELPED PREVENT THE NATURAL GAS SHORTAGE. ALMOST 

ALL OF THEM WERE REJECTED OR COUNTERED BY THE LAST CONGRESS 

INCLUDING) AS YOU KNOW) THE DEREGULATION OF NATURAL GAS 

PRICES AT THE WELL-HEAD, 

This document is from the collections at the Dole Archives, University of Kansas 
http://dolearchives.ku.edu

Page 3 of 10



-4-
1 F PRESIDENT CARTER IS GOING TO DO WHAT HE SAYS HE 

WANTS TO DOJ CONGRESS IS GOING TO HAVE TO CHANGE -- CHANGE ITS 

VOTING STYLEJ ITS WILLINGNESS TO FACE UP HONESTLY AND 

RESPONSIBLY TO THE TOUGH BUT VITALLY IMPORTANT ISSUES FACING 

OUR NATION, 

GOVERNMENT REFORM 
GOVERNMENT REFORM IS ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF WHERE CONGRESS 

IS GOING TO HAVE TO CHANGE IF WE ARE TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS 

THAT HAVE BEEN LAID OUT BY THE PRESIDENT. HE HAS PROMISED 

TO REARRANGE AND RESTRUCTURE THE TANGLED MASS OF FEDERAL 

PROGRAMS AND AGENCIES THAT EXIST TODAY. Bur A DEMOCRATIC 

CONGRESS ENACTED THE LAWS THAT ESTABLISHED THAT TANGLED MASS 

OF PROGRAMSJ MANY OF WHICH ARE MANDATED BY LAW ITSELF, 

lT WAS A DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS THAT WROTE THE TAX CODE THE 

PRESIDENT CALLS A DISGRACE TO THE HUMAN RACE. AND IF 

MEANINGFUL CHANGES ARE TO COME ABOUT IN THE AREA OF GOVERNMENT 

REFORM AND TAX REFORMJ CONGRESS IS GOING TO HAYE TO WORK 

WITH THE PRESIDENT TO BRING THEM ABOUT, 
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PRES I DENT CARTER AND CONGRESSMAN BROOKS) THE CHAIRMAN 

OF THE HOUSE GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE) ARE CURRENTLY 

IN DISAGREEMENT OVER HOW MUCH AUTHORITY THE PRESIDENT SHOULD 

BE GIVEN TO REORGANIZE GOVERNMENT. THE ISSUE IS NOT 

INSIGNIFICANT) BUT IT DOES OVERSHADOW THE BASIC QUESTION WHICH 

IS: "WILL PRESIDENT CARTER'S LEADERSHIP ABILITIES ENABLE 

HIM TO GET THE DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS TO DO WHAT THEY HAVE 

REFUSED TO DO THE LAST EIGHT YEARS DURING THE REPUBLICAN 

ADMINISTRATION?" 

PRESIDENTS NIXON AND FORD SENT TO CONGRESS NUMEROUS 

PROPOSALS TO COMBINE AND CONSOLIDATE GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS, 

FEW WERE GIVEN SERIOUS CONSIDERATION BECAUSE MOST WOULD HAVE 

DISTURBED OR DESTROYED CONGRESSIONALLY CREATED AND CONTROLLED 

BUREAUCRATIC FIEFDOMS, ARE MEMBERS OF CONGRESS WILLING TO 

SEND OUT PRESS RELEASES NOW SAYING THEY ABOLISHED THE AGENCIES 

THEY PUT OUT PRESS RELEASES SAYING THEY CREATED FIVE YEARS AGO? 

IF NOT) GOVERNMENT REFORM WILL AMOUNT TO LOTS OF TALK AND A 

RESHUFFLING OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES AND COUNCILS RATHER THAN 

BASIC REFORM OF OUR GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE THAT IS NEEDED TO 

ASSURE EFFICIENCY AND TAX SAVINGS, 
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DEFENSE 

Bur THERE IS ANOTHER KIND OF CHANGE GOING ON IN 

WASHINGTON. AND THIS HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH STYLE. 

Ir's A MOST SERIOUS AND UNWELCOME CHANGE) FROM CAMPAIGN 

RHETORIC WHICH ADVOCATED A NATIONAL DEFENSE CAPABILITY 

"SECOND TO NONE" TO THE EARLY SHAPINGS OF A NATIONAL SECURITY 

POLICY WHICH COULD WELL WEAKEN OUR NEGOTIATING POSITION WITH 

THE SOVIET UNION, 

LAST YEAR'S FEDERAL BUDGET REFLECTED REAL GROWTH IN 

NATIONAL DEFENSE SPENDING FOR THE FIRST TIME IN YEARS. IN 

THE FIVE PRECEDING YEARS) CONGRESS HAD TAKEN ALMOST $40 BILLION 

FROM THE DEFENSE BUDGET. Bur THANKS TO A GREAT EFFORT BY 

PRESIDENT FORD AND A MOMENTARILY COOPERATIVE CONGRESS) WE 

PASSED A DEFENSE BUDGET THAT REFLECTED OUR REAL DEFENSE NEEDS 

AND THE CURRENT INTERNATIONAL SITUATION. 
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DuRI NG THE CAMPAIGN) DEFENSE ISSUES WERE CRUCIAL. 

PRESIDENT CARTER PROMISED A STRONG DEFENSE) FULFILLMENT OF 

INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS) AND A STRONG NEGOTIATING POSITION 

IN OUR DEALING WITH THE RUSSIANS, AND THAT'S WHAT THE 

AMERICAN PEOPLE WANTED. Bur IS THAT WHAT THEY ARE GOING TO GET? 

SOME OF THE PRESIDENT'S NOMINATIONS -- INCLUDING THAT OF 

PAUL WARNKE TO BE OUR CHIEF ARMS CONTROL NEGOTIATOR -- RAISE 

SERIOUS DOUBTS ABOUT PRESIDENT CARTER'S COMMITMENT TO A U.S. 

DEFENSE CAPABILITY "SECOND TO NONE". I AM ESPECIALLY 

CONCERNED ABOUT MR. WARNKE'S ADVOCACY OF SOME UNILATERAL 

CUTBACKS IN WEAPONS DEVELOPMENT AND PROCUREMENT. BECAUSE 

I DON'T THINK THAT IS HOW WE SHOULD NEGOTIATE) BY THROWING 

AWAY THE BARGAINING CHIPS BEFORE SITTING DOWN AT THE TABLE, 

WE ALL REMEMBER HOW THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT CHOSE TO 

"TEST" THE NEW KENNEDY ADMINISTRATION IN BERLIN AND CUBA 

BACK IN THE EARLY '60'sJ AND I THINK IT WOULD BE A SERIOUS 

MISTAKE TO INDICATE ANY WEAKNESS ON OUR PART NOW WHEN IT 

COMES TO DISARMAMENT TALKS OR DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS. 
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LiNFORTUNATEL Y J NATIONAL DEFENSE ISN'T THE ONLY ISSUE 

OVER WHICH PRESIDENT CARTER SEEMS TO BE TAKING A TURN FOR 

THE WORSE, ALTHOUGH DURING THE CAMPAIGN) HE PLEDGED A 

BALANCED BUDGET BY 1980) HE IS APPARENTLY ALREADY PLANNING 

TO ADD FROM 15 TO 20 BILLION DOLLARS TO THE FISCAL 1978 
BUDGET RECOMMENDATIONS OF PRESIDENT FORD, I DO NOT THINK 

AN INCREASE CAN BE JUSTIFIED, IT WILL ONLY ADD TO THE 

DEFICIT) DELAY REALIZATION OF A BALANCED BUDGET) AND ADD TO 

THE GROWING PUBLIC DISILLUSIONMENT WITH CAMPAIGN PROMISES 

WHICH EVAPORATE AFTER INAUGURATION DAY. 

AND WHILE I DISAGREE WITH THE PRESIDENT'S PLAN TO 

SUBSTANTIALLY INCREASE FEDERAL SPENDING) I DO AGREE WITH 

HIM THAT SQ11E. FEDERAL ECONOMIC STIMULUS POLICIES ARE CALLED 

FOR. THE SENATE REPUBLICAN POLICY COMMITTEE HAS COME UP WITH 

A SOUND) RESPONSIBLE ECONOMIC STIMULUS PACKAGE) CONSISTING 

OF PERMANENT INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX CUTS) INCREASED PUBLIC 

SPENDING ON YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PROJECTS) TAX POLICIES TO 

ENCOURAGE CAPITAL FORMATION) AND A N_El'l. TAX INCENTIVE TO 

ENCOURAGE HIRING BY PRIVATE BUSINESSES, 
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T HE LAST ELEMENT -- THE EMPLOYMENT TAX CREDIT --

IS AN INNOVATIVE NEW ECONOMIC TOOL BY WHICH THE FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT) THROUGH THE TAX CREDIT MECHANISM) PAYS PART OF 

THE WAGES OF NEWLY HIRED PRIVATE WORKERS. IT CREATES 

PERMANENT) PRODUCTIVE) AND REWARDING JOBS, EMPLOYEES 

RECEIVE FULL WAGES) EMPLOYERS TAXES ARE REDUCED) AND 

UNEMPLOYMENT GOES DOWN. Ir's AN UNTRIED IDEA. Bur I THINK 

IT ISJ IN A VERY REAL SENSE) AN IDEA WHOSE TIME HAS COME --

A MUCH LESS EXPENSIVE ALTERNATIVE TO MASSIVE FEDERAL PUBLIC 

SERVICE AND PUBLIC WORKS JOBS PROGRAMS, 

Ir's TOO EARLY TO TELL WHAT DIRECTIONS THIS NEW 

ADMINISTRATION WILL BE TAKING, THERE ARE SIGNS THAT THE 

CARTER ADMINISTRATION WILL BE PUSHING THE COMMON SITUS 

PICKETING BILL -- WHICH WAS VETOED BY GERALD FORD WHEN HE 

WAS PRESIDENT -- AND YOU CAN LOOK FOR A FRESH DRIVE TO FORCE 

THE REPEAL OF STATE RIGHT-TO-WORK LAWS, 

IN FAIRNESS TO THE NEW PRESIDENT) WE'LL HAVE TO WAIT 

AND SEE WHAT HE DOES, IT IS CLEAR) THOUGH) THAT IF THE 

PRESIDENT IS TO CARRY THROUGH ON HIS PLANS) A LOT OF 

DEMOCRATIC MEMBERS OF CONGRESS ARE GOING TO HAVE TO SWALLOW 

THEIR WORDS OF THE LAST TWO YEARS. 

###### 
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